
Dear Friends, 
   April brings us Holy Week and the observance of Easter, the celebration of 
our Savior, Jesus Christ, overcoming sin and death through his crucifixion 
and resurrection. 
   We have lots of Easter activity at East Naples UMC during Holy Week, start-
ing on Palm Sunday, April 9.  Following our Sunday morning services, we will 
have an “Egg Stuffing” at 12:15, putting candy into Easter eggs for our Easter 
Egg Hunt on the following Saturday, April 15.   
   On Wednesday, April 12 at 6:00 p.m., we’ll conclude our Lenten study of       
A Disciple’s Heart: Growing in Love and Grace in the chapel.  The next evening, 
Thursday, April 13, we will have a Maundy Thursday service at 7:00 in the 
sanctuary.  Also that evening, a group from our church will be attending the 
production of Jesus Christ Superstar at the Broadway Palm Theater. 
   On Good Friday, April 14, we have an ecumenical worship service at noon in 
the Sanctuary.  Ministers and musicians from several area churches will join 
us in worship (Lely Presbyterian Church, Mayflower Congregational United 
Church of Christ, and Shepherd of the Glades Lutheran Church).  Rev. Alan 
Coe of Mayflower Church will be delivering the message.  On Saturday, April 
15, we’ll have an Easter Celebration for Kids from 10:00 a.m. until noon.  It 
will include snacks and drinks, crafts, and the above mentioned Easter Egg 
Hunt.  Bring out the kids or grandkids or neighbor’s kids and have a good 
time!   
   That evening will be our Strong Tower Easter service at 6:00 p.m.  On Easter 
Sunday we will have worship at our regularly scheduled times, 9:00 a.m. and 
11:15 a.m.  We hope to see you this Easter at ENUMC.   
       Yours in Christ, Pastor Jim 
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I hope you have enjoyed the ENUMC Concert Series this year! We are very fortunate to have such a spe-
cial outreach into our community through music. We are truly blessed to be able to offer such high quali-
ty performances. We are always accepting donations for the series and to the music program here at 
ENUMC. 
     We hope you will be able to join us on April 13th at 7pm for our Maundy Thursday service where the 
choir will be singing selections from The Tapestry of Darkness which compares the events of Jesus' final 
hours to an ever darkening tapestry. Ruth Elaine Schram has written a truly poignant work for Holy 
Week. Easter will be extra special this year – we will be joined by a brass quartet accompanying us in the 
worship services. 
     Please consider giving of your talent and singing in the 
choir.  The Chancel Choir now only sings at the traditional 
service at 9. This might make a difference to some who 
couldn’t commit to attending both services every Sunday 
morning previously. We rehearse on Wednesday evenings 
at 7 in the choir room!!! Hope to see you there!!!  
 
Brent Nicholas 
Director of Music 

Holy Week Schedule 

April 9th at 9:00 and 11:15 am 
Palm Sunday Processional 

 

April 12th @ noon 
Soup for the Soul 

 

April 13th @ 7:00 pm 
Maundy Thursday  
Tenebrae Service 

 

April 14th @ noon 
Ecumenical Good Friday Service 

(includes ENUMC, Lely Presbyterian,  
Mayflower, and Shepherd of the Glades Lutheran) 

 

April 15th @ 6:00 pm and 
April 16th @ 9:00 and 11:15 am 

Easter Sunday Celebration 
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We still need your help with our 144 Fundrais-
er! In the Narthex are the remaining envelopes 
and we are asking you to take one envelope 
and donate AT LEAST the dollar amount on the 
front of the envelope to the Christian Educa-
tion Department.  Every envelope is important, 
and we are asking you to give as you are 
able.  If each envelope is filled with the amount 
on the front of it, we will raise $10,331!!  By 
filling an envelope with $1.00 or $100.00, you 
are supporting the life-changing work your 
church does with children, youth, and 
adults.  These donations will help fund Vaca-
tion Bible School, sponsor students to go to 
summer camp and on the mission trip, and 
help us continue the activities and events we 
do for the families in our church and communi-
ty.  Your generosity is greatly appreciat-
ed.  Thank you for making our children, youth, 
and families a priority! 

A big thank you goes out to all of you who gave this month. We had a huge 
response to our 144 Fundraiser already! There are only a few more weeks 
left to grab an envelope. I can’t wait for you to see all the awesome things 
we will get to do with 
your investment. If the 
envelopes that remain 
have a number that is too 

high for you to give, make an envelope of your 
own. If it’s a $1 or $10 it will be used to God’s 
glory. 

I know I say “I’m excited” a lot but it is 
true every time. We are working on our youth 
band. Music lessons are proving to be successful 
and I won’t be surprised if in a few months we 
will have a full-fledged youth band.  I can’t wait 
to see what God will do in the life of the stu-
dents.  Waiting can be a little trying but it’s 
worth the wait because in God’s time he will ac-
complish what he’s set out to do. 

Keep this youth group in your prayers.  Keep me in your prayers (I have a birthday this 
month!). I would hate to get busy just for the sake of being busy. I want this ministry to be led by 
the Lord. He knows what needs to happen and how it needs to happen. Pray God would lead and 
direct our path always. Thank you again. God bless you all.                                   Gabriel Cintron 
 

P.S. If you are interested in coming to sit in for a youth 
service give me a call: 239-362-5361, stop me at church 
when you see me, or write me an email: 
Youth@enaples.org. 

Pictured: Lizzy, Maggie & Zuri Moxam; 

Elany Ramirez, and Gabe 
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April Mission of the Month – Grace Place for Children & Families   

Grace Place puts faith into action – providing pathways out of poverty 

by educating children and families.   

The families that Grace Place serves are mostly in the Golden Gate 

City area of Naples.   

85% live at or below the national poverty line 

99% are non-English speaking households 

88% of the parents have less than a high school education 

35% of the parents have less than a 5th grade education 
 

Friday Food Pantry - Grace Place remains the largest distribution for Harry Chapin Food 

Bank in Collier County with over 350,000 pounds of food distributed in Golden Gate. Roughly 

210 bags of food are distributed each week, totaling 10,290 bags a year. The Friday Food 

Pantry distributed food to 2,000 local families.  Senior citizens now account for ten percent 

of all participants benefiting from the program. 

 

Adult English Language and Literacy – This program strives to fur-

nish the knowledge and skills necessary for adults to succeed in 

learning English.  4,798 hours of English language and citizenship 

instruction were provided during the 2015 program year. 

 

Bright Beginnings – This program offers skills, 

techniques and best practices for parents in order to provide a solid ed-

ucational foundation for their child to build on. Parents attend classes 

on providing a language — rich environment, engaging and interactive 

learning, brain development, social skills and pre-literacy skills.  While 

parents are in class, children participate in developmentally appropri-

ate learning activities, guided exploration, art and storytelling, led by a 

skilled teacher and designed to promote interactive learning, classroom readiness skills, and 

socialization skills. Because of the demographic profile of the participants, there is also 

strong component of English language lessons in the curriculum. 
 

School Age Programs – Academy of Leaders after school 

program (K-8) is designed to improve student achieve-

ment, develop leadership habits and provide opportuni-

ties to learn 21st century skills needed for college and ca-

reers.   

The mission of the AP Leadership high school program is to break the cycle of poverty by en-

suring these students graduate from high school, seek continued higher education and en-

ter the workforce as hard-working, prepared professionals.   
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The ENUMC 2017 Scholarship 

Application is available in the 

church office and online at 

www.enaples.org.  Applica-

tions are due no later than 

SCHOLARSHIP APPS 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION MEETING 
The next Christian Education Meeting is 
Sunday, April 30th at 12:15 in Elsey 
Hall.  Vacation Bible School will be on the 
agenda, so please come!   This is an open 
meeting, and all are welcome. 

CALLING ALL MEN… 

 WORKING AND RETIRED 

 

We’ve started a Men’s Breakfast the sec-

ond Thursday of each month at Perkins 

Restaurant (East Trail) at 7am. Working 

men can start their day out with fellow-

REPORT FROM THE SCOUTING PROGRAM, PACK 2002   It was a busy February for the 

pack and it’s interaction with the church.  They helped with the service early in February (Scout Sun-

day), then a few weeks later, held their exciting Pinewood Derby race, and then the first week-end in 
April, they held their Blue And Gold Banquet.  In addition to a great meal, many Scouts advanced in 

ranks, and 6 boys have graduated from Cub Scouts into Boy 
Scouts (AKA Crossing Over).  It was a wonderful ceremony.  We 

also did a Friends of Scouting campaign, to help raise funds for 
the seven-county Council of Boy Scouts.  These families raised 
over $1,000 to help other units and programs within the area.  If 

you would like to help out our sponsored Cub Scout Pack, please 
make checks to the church, and put Cub Pack 2002 in the memo 

field.  If you would like to help out the Southwest Council, please 
contact me and I will coordinate your tax deductible donations. 

                         Paul Clemmensen 

VBS: June 19—23                
from 5:30-8pm 

Deep Sea Discovery:  
“God is with me wherever I go!”  

 
At Deep Sea Discovery, every day starts at 
the bottom of the sea!  Kids will learn that 
God is with them wherever they go! After 
every Bible story, kids will hear how that 
story ties into God’s bigger story for them 
and how they may be challenged to re-
spond to God’s love in real and meaningful 
ways. 

Registration details coming soon!     
Volunteers needed in all areas!   

Contact Kristin Chisholm for more infor-
mation at 239.774.4696 or email her at 
Kristin@enaples.org 
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Musings from Pastor Elaine... 

I would like to share a statement sent by our beloved District Superintendent, Rini Hernandez. He is a mem-
ber of the group that crafted this statement.  
 
He writes: Friends, I would like to share with you all this Statement on Compassion and Justice for Immigrants and 
Refugees issued today by the Board of Directors of the General Commission on Religion and Race that was crafted 
during our recent meeting in San Diego, CA. 
 
March 16, 2017 
When a foreigner resides among you in your land, do not mistreat them. The foreigner residing among you must be 
treated as your native-born. Love them as yourself, for you were foreigners in Egypt. I am the Lord your God. Levit-
icus 19:33-34 (NIV) 
                We the Board of Directors and staff of the General Commission on Religion and Race (GCORR) recently 
journeyed to the border dividing U.S. and Mexico to see and experience firsthand the realities of migration, an issue 
of global relevance. We heard stories of mothers separated from their children without warning. We saw the mili-
tarized presence at the border. We experienced the massive wall extending farther than the eye could see and felt 
the pain of division that walls cause between members of families, churches, and communities. 
                GCORR’s mission is to build the capacity of The United Methodist Church to be contextually relevant and to 
reach more people, younger people and more diverse people in 
making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 
We are tasked with the responsibility to be present, engaged and 
supportive of efforts to tear down the physical and relational walls 
that separate humanity, thus our concern for immigrants and refu-
gees.  
                As a result of this journey, the biblical call to love and serve 
the stranger among us has been forged upon our hearts and minds, 
and leads us to step forth in solidarity with immigrant and refugee 
people.  
                As United Methodists, we know well and affirm the positions of The United Methodist Church on matters 
of immigration as stated in our Books of Discipline and Resolutions respectively. (1) These positions denounce all 
forms of inhospitality, exclusion and violence toward immigrant and refugee people and encourage education, ad-
vocacy and relationship building among all cultures. We also affirm the time for just and comprehensive immigra-
tion reform legislation in every place where immigration is a pressing issue is long overdue.  
                Therefore, on behalf of the General Commission on Religion and Race we commit to:  
 
 Model in our local ministry contexts what it means to extend ourselves in love and to promote justice for the 

immigrants and refugees in our communities; 
 Continue to educate ourselves and others on the plight of immigrants and refugees who leave their homelands 

in search of a better life for themselves and their families; 
 Create space for the mothers, fathers and children who risk and at times lose their lives crossing deserts and 

oceans to escape poverty, violence and oppression to be heard, valued and treated justly; and  
 Support GCORR in the development of resources to assist churches in relating to and serving our immigrant 

neighbors in more compassionate and culturally competent ways.  
 
And we prayerfully call on the people of The United Methodist Church at every level to: 
 
 Welcome the immigrant and refugee in your midst; 
 Consider becoming a sanctuary church or providing for the needs of immigrants and refugees in some other 

way; 
 Seek opportunities to quell the fear and hate speech aimed at immigrant and refugee communities by rejecting 

all attempts to polarize, stereotype and discriminate against them; and 
 Participate in legislative, humanitarian and community actions that honor the humanity of all people including 

immigrants and refugees and that provide a clear and just path to legal citizenship and/or work status. 
                     Continued on page 9 
 

We are tasked with the respon-
sibility to be present, engaged 
and supportive of efforts to tear 
down the physical and relation-
al walls that separate humani-
ty, thus our concern for immi-
grants and refugees.  
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Strong Tower  

Contemporary Worship  

Saturday Night Service 6PM  

 

Attendance at the Strong Tower service has remained fairly con-

sistent, during the season! Last week we had 59 people attend! 

But rather than basing our criteria for assessing a service on 

numbers, perhaps we should consider spiritual relevance and 

how the ministry fulfils our mission and vision. There is a faithful 

base of attendees, who enjoy the service and who have been 

letting me know how much it means to them.  

Here is a message we received on the web two weeks ago:  

 

To Whom It May Concern,  

     I wish to express my sincerest gratitude and thankfulness 

to those who have made the Saturday 6pm worship service pos-

sible. It is a powerful, God filled hour that has deeply touched 

my soul and has brought me back towards God. Pastor Dana's 

service and ministry is powerful and the musicians who pro-

vide wonderful music and songs make it a very special, spir-

itual hour! Again, thank you for Saturday’s service.  

Most Sincerely,  

Melitta Beakbane  

 

In light of Melitta’s grateful response to the Saturday service, I 

thought the next week to encourage others who also felt 

blessed in some way by the service to send emails or fill out a 

Congregational Care Card. The response was very encouraging! 

The service also serves as a wonderful outreach ministry to the 

Justin’s Place Men who also are very positive about the service 

and participate in the prayer and sharing time with enthusiasm. 

Worship: Gabriel Cintron, our energetic youth leader, has been 

a great addition to our praise team and has been bringing some 

of the youth with him each Saturday night. I have given more of 

the responsibility of leading worship to Gabriel, Atty, Chris, Luis, 

Marcos, Sarah, Paul and Morgan (the awesome Strong Tower 

Band), since I took on the preaching role each Saturday begin-

ning in February. Pastor Bobby Cabot has also been great in as-

sisting with our prayer time.  

“Let God transform you into a new person by 

changing the way you think”  

Romans 12:2 

  

Page 7 



 

Truth & Grace Ministries 
Truth & Grace Ministries is a coun-
seling and a one to one discipleship 
ministry that assists those who are 
stuck in emotional or spiritual crisis 
and guides them through counsel-
ing, prayer and spiritual formation 
to a more realized freedom in 
Christ. If you or a loved one is in 
need of pastoral counsel, please 
call the church office to set an ap-
pointment.                            

The  songs listed below are more of the songs you will worship to at the 

Strong Tower Saturday night service. Just click on a link and listen! 

(Ruth Cunningham likes this!) 

 “I love the songs listed and played that will be used at the service.  
I’m not “hip” or whatever enough to follow this type of music so this is  

helpful to me"  Ruth  
  

 

 

 

Contact the church office to set an appointment or for 

more information 

239-774-4696/ www.enaples.org 

“You Are” Colton Dixon    https://youtu.be/c--GtojoyYQ  

“The Stand” Joel Houston     https://youtu.be/kV5iZBTNYrk 

“Come Alive (Dry Bones)” Lauren Daigle https://youtu.be/OgYBa8X8Ogc 

“Whom Shall I Fear” Chris Tomlin https://youtu.be/R0gu0nOaFsI 

“With All I Am” Hillsong Worship   https://youtu.be/qZ_-5JplSVg 

“For it is for freedom,                             

that Christ set us free” 
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     As Christians we are called to be peacemakers 
and bridge builders. We believe that now is the time 
for the church of Jesus Christ to serve the world as 
peacemakers and bridge builders. We do this in 
faithfulness to the one who through an act of uncon-
ditional love and sacrifice, abolished oppressive 
laws and tore down the dividing wall of hostility 
that existed between members of the human family 
so that there might be unity and reconciliation with 
God (Ephesians 2:14-16). 
     As board members of GCORR, we are committed 
to this work and seek to be in partnership with oth-
ers who are as well. We continue to pray for the 
welfare of immigrants and refugees around the 
world. We also continue to pray for The United 
Methodist Church whose mission to “make disciples 
of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world” 
must include acts of compassionate care and justice 
for immigrants and refugees. 
 
(1)Resolutions #3281 and 6029 Book of Resolutions; and 
Social Principles #162H, 2016 Book of Discipline. 

 
Elaine’s comments: 
I personally am grateful for the acceptance of refu-
gees as my son-in-love’s parents came over on the 
rafts from Cuba. Their stories are amazing in what 
they were fleeing from and to, as well as the harrow-
ing trip that they made to get to a better life. We love 
our family and know that we would not have our son-
in-love or our precious Penda if we Americans had 
not been accepting of these refugees from Cuba. I am 
also proud of our church in its support of our Hispan-
ic  ministry  and the Hispanic Mission that meet here. 
It has been great to share life with our Hispanic 
brothers and sisters in Christ!    

Musings from Pastor Elaine continued... 

 

 

April 5 ~ And lead us not into temptation 
 Presenter: Father Bob Kantor  

Location: St. Agnes Catholic Church 
(7775 Vanderbilt Beach Rd., 34120) 

 
April 12 ~ but deliver us from evil. 

Presenter: Pastor Zenford Gause 
Location: East Naples UMC 

from Elaine’s pen... 

Well, as our snow angels get ready to leave us 
for the north, I hope you all know how much 
we have loved seeing you again. If you are in-
terested in working with others to make this 
ministry stronger, please do not hesitate to 
let me know. We will be planning for next 
year so that when  you return we will hit the 
ground running with lots of opportunities for 
you to get involved here at East Naples United 
Methodist Church. Have a blessed summer 
and stay healthy! 
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Roger Mosser   4/1 
Carol Powell   4/1 
Lynn Cadenhead   4/2 
Rita Murphy   4/2 
Amy McIntyre   4/3 
Duane Poorman   4/3 
Ann Ferrell   4/4 
Mallory Poff   4/4 
Jacklyn Robinson  4/4 
Amber Williams   4/4 
T.J. Donahue   4/5 
Danielle Poff   4/5 
Jon Camp   4/7 
Dellina Jenkins   4/7 
Joshua Stone   4/7 
LuAnne Wahlstrom  4/7 
Ronna Boyer   4/8 
Daniel Jordan   4/8 
Brad Beebe   4/9 
Kathy Johnson   4/9 
Jim Comings   4/10 
Sandy Moore   4/10 
Mark Williams   4/10 
Deloris Barger   4/11 
Julia Martinez   4/12 
Rhonda Sleezer   4/12 
Lincy Antoine   4/13 
Al Micieli   4/13 
Pat Poorman   4/14 
Tom Milliren   4/17 
Jayne Derf   4/18 
Elaine Thomas   4/18 
Stacy Robertson   4/19 
Zachary Straub   4/20 
Kristin Clemmensen  4/22 
Albert Heasley   4/22 
Geraldine Wolford  4/22 
LaDoris Davis   4/24 
Barbara Loewel   4/24 
Carol Mc Elroy   4/24 
Marcos Blanco   4/25 
Rosie Hatwell   4/25 
Ruth Wilson   4/26 
Graciela DeValle   4/27 
Amber Brammeland  4/28 
Jean Brodhead   4/29 
Desiree Harrison   4/29 
Benjamin Simmons-Rosen 4/29 
Jordan Zech   4/29 
Brandon Digirolamo  4/30 
Howard Moxam   4/30 

 

Robert  E. Barger 
February 14, 2017 

 
Henry (Don) Tolj 

February 17, 2017 
 

Barbara Valot 
February 27, 2017 

 
Jean Marie Morse Keefer 

March 6, 2017 
 

Earlene Bonesteel 
March 8, 2017 

 
Paula Whitten 
March 8, 2017 

Memorial Service April 8th at 11am 
 

Jon Camp 
March 10, 2017 

 

June Bailey 

March 14, 2017 

Transfer of Letter 
 

Carol Anderson 
952 Goodlette Rd. 

#326A 
Naples, FL  34102 

239.285.8557 
 

Reaffirmation of Faith 
 

Dorothy Caracci 
3540 Sandalwood Cir 

Apt. 1227 
Naples, FL  34109 

239.325.9046 
 

Transfer of Letter 
 

Gabriel Cintron 
109 California Rd. 

Lehigh Acres, FL  33936 
239.362.5361 

 
 

Profession of Faith 
 

Henry (Don) Tolj, Jr. 
414 Countryside Dr. 

Naples, FL  34104 
239.784.4909 
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PRIOR TO EASTER ~ 
 
We still need donations of plastic eggs and individually wrapped candy (no chocolate, please) 
from the congregation. 
 
Also, we need lots of volunteers to stuff the eggs on Sunday, April 9, at 12:15 in Fellowship Hall. 
ALSO...Make cookies and treats for our Cookie Buffet. 
 
There will be an Easter Egg hunt for different age levels, games, crafts, treats, a bounce house 
and more! We want to invite everyone to join us for this festive outreach event. 
 
We are looking for donations of items and volunteers to help with games, crafts, registration 

etc. to make this outreach to our neighborhood a successful event. 

 
Please step up and show that ENUMC celebrates the Risen Savior with Passion, Hospitali-
ty, Intention and Generosity. Contact Kristin Chisholm, Director of Children’s Program-
ming, at 239.774.4696 or email her at Kristin@enaples.org or Kdoss24@aol.com.  
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February was a very interesting month.  While it is the shortest 
month of the year, it is typically our most profitable, with the 
season in full swing.  If you looked at any of the bulletins in 
March, you will see a 12—month financial statement showing 
we are actually in the black.  This is not something that happens 
very often, since last month, it showed nearly $80K in the 
red.  At the end of February, several things happened financial-
ly: 
 
 We had a couple of Angels stop by the church.  Together, 

they gave us undesignated gifts of over $80,000.  Thank God, 
and thank you for Angels.  That nearly covered our deficit 
from 2016.  What a great feeling. 

 
 A few Sundays ago, Fran Beaumont spoke before the con-

gregation about the projects at church, and specifically 
about getting pledges to replace the remaining Sanctuary 
stained glass windows.   This led to 2 windows being paid for 
(at $3k each) another one being pledged, with 1/3 already 
given, and several gifts designated to the new windows. 

 
So, that is the good news.  Angels and special gifts are always a 
blessing.  But, it will not take long before we start seeing our 
numbers return to the red.  It may be a few months, but over all 
our normal income is still below our budgeted monthly expens-
es.  Please pray and consider joining our flock of Angels. 
Other financial steps we are taking...we are planning on having 
an audit done of our books.  This should be done every 1 to 2 
years, and we are at 3 years—so it is time.  We are reviewing 
several worthy and recommended audit firms.  
We all understand the need for tithing, and its biblical founda-
tion.  But I have a quick story about tithing.  Throughout the 
year, we have many special guests: speakers, performers, mis-
sionaries, etc., and we often collect a love offering for them.  
And while our financial support to them is greatly appreciated, 
one recipient of our love offerings understands that tithing is 
not only important, but a responsibility.  This recipient (I am not 
saying their name or names) always give back to ENUMC 10%.  
This recipient understands that it is not really giving back, be-
cause all we receive is from God.  This recipient is actually just 
keeping 90%.  So think about this, and next Sunday, consider 
your gift when the offering tray is passed. Whether you are a 
seasonal guest, or a full-time resident, can you rise to the chal-
lenge of our special guests that tithe their love offerings?    
        Paul Clemmensen 

You really need to hear 
about...a group of ladies at East 
Naples who perform an excep-
tional ministry for members of 
the congregation during the most 
difficult times.  Our Bereavement 
Support Committee has been in 
over-drive these past months, 
seeing to those sorrowing families 
in need of their hands-on talents.  
Polly Perry has been in charge of 
this special group of ladies, who 
include: Beryl Melucci, Ellen 
Petrick, Kathy Luark, Kathy Bag-
inski, and Pat Poorman.  Polly is 
now  stepping down due to health 
concerns, and Kathy Baginski is 
taking the lead. If you have not 
been to a reception in Fellowship 
Hall following a memorial service, 
you do not know of the excellent 
ministry these ladies are provid-
ing. As someone who has been on 
the receiving end of their gener-
osity, I can only say,  “Thank You, 
from your church family, for 
being there!”                                Liz 
     

Do you have the gift of  
Hospitality? Well, you are who we 

are looking for because we are  

DESPERATE for GREETERS  
on Sunday mornings, particularly 

at the 11:15 service. 
PLEASE call Beryl Melucci  

to volunteer. (775-8249) 
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Please remember to bring in your donations to the 

bargain nook. While the store is open on Tuesdays 

and Thursdays from 9 to 1, you may also drop off 

your donations to the church office during the week. 

Linens, kitchen appliances, pots and pans, and jewel-

ry are our biggest sellers. As always, thank you for 

your continuous support towards this church mis-

sion.                          Carol McElroy 

Learning Center “Celebrating 40 years”— 
 “Tiny Feet Make BIG Steps Towards Education” 
The Learning Center is happy to share that our 
newest Toddler Class that serves children ages  1—
2 years of age is officially FULL in less than a month 
and now has a waiting list. We have also begun our 
enrollment for the new 2017/2018 school year. 
The Learning Center is committed to the children 
and families living and working in the Naples area 
by offering a full or part time-Christian Education 
program for children 1—5 years of age. We are 
open year round, Monday-Friday from 7:30-5:30. 
We offer FREE VPK on a part-time or full-time ba-
sis. For more information or a tour of the Pre-
school, please call 239.775.0745 or email us at 
tlc@enaples.org. Remember Saturday, April 15 
from 10am-12 will be the “Easter Celebration”  and 
all are welcome to come join the FUN. We will have 
lots of fun and “egg-citing” things to do: an egg 
hunt, crafts, games, snacks, drinks, and much more.  
As always, we appreciate your prayers and support.  
             Michele Micieli, Director 

 
SPEAKING “THE TRUTH”  

WHEN NO ONE WANTS TO LISTEN 
The Book of Jeremiah records the final prophecies to 
Judah, warning of oncoming destruction if the nation 
does not repent. Jeremiah calls out for the nation to 
turn back to God. At the same time, Jeremiah recogniz-
es the inevitability of Judah’s destruction due to its 
unrepentant idolatry and immorality. The nation of 
Judah had almost completely abandoned God and His 
commandments. The Prophet Jeremiah had a most 
difficult message to deliver. Jeremiah loved Judah, but 
he loved God much more. As painful as it was for Jere-
miah to deliver a consistent message of judgment to 
his own people, Jeremiah was obedient to what God 
told him to do and say. Jeremiah hoped and prayed for 
mercy from God for Judah, but also trusted that God 
was good, just, and righteous. We too must obey God, 
even when it is difficult, recognize God’s will as more 
important than our own desires, and trust that God, in 
His infinite wisdom and perfect plan, will bring about 
the best for His children.  (Romans 8:28) 

 

In April, “The Shack”, a 4 week study of the book, 
followed by a viewing of the movie. Our discus-
sion group meets on Sunday mornings at 10:05 am on 
April 2nd, 9th , 23rd  and 30th.  Movie date and time to 
be discussed at the first meeting. 
“The Shack” is the best selling fictional story by Wil-
liam Young about a father coming 
to grips with the tragic loss of his 
little daughter by confronting the 
Triune God in a wilderness 
shack.  Young originally wrote the 
story to explain religion and spirit-
uality to his teenage children but 
published the book when encour-
aged to do so by his Christian 
friends.  Our study will explore 
what Young is attempting to say 
about the core of God, the Trinity, 
Papa God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit and the struggling fa-
ther who yearns to have a close, enduring relationship 
with God. A sign-up sheet is in the Narthex.  Books are 
available for purchase in Narthex as well ($10). 
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Those Who Serve at East Naples UMC 

CHURCH OFFICE 239.774.4696    EXT E-MAIL 

Pastor Jim Thomas 203 Jim@enaples.org 

Associate Pastor Dana MacMillan 213 Dana@enaples.org 

Director of Music Brent Nicholas 207 Brent@enaples.org 

Director of Christian Education Elaine Thomas 206 Elaine@enaples.org 

Youth Director Gabriel Cintron 204 Youth@enaples.org 

Children's Program Director Kristin Chisholm 214 Kristin@enaples.org 

The Learning Center Director Michele Micieli 215 TLC@enaples.org 

Bookkeeper Joan Hemelt 208 Bookkeeper@enaples.org 

Office Manager Liz Comings 205 Liz@enaples.org 

Organist LaVon Mattson   

Facilities Manager Mike Gonalakis   

Nursery Attendant Rebecca Rabe   

Sound Technician Louis  Jordan   

Video Technician Michael Berg   

Sound Technician Jesse Connolly   


