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   Truths 

Dear Friends, 

    The season of Lent is upon us.  As I wrote in last month’s newsletter, we are having a special Len-

ten study and sermon series. The study will be A Disciple’s Heart: Growing in Love and Grace by 

Rev. James Harnish.  I will be leading the study on A Disciple’s Heart during the Sunday School time.  

We will meet in the hallway of the preschool.  I will teach the class again on Wednesday evenings at 

6:00 in the chapel. Come at whichever time is convenient for you.  Lesson 1 will be taught during 

Sunday School time on Sunday, March 5, and repeated on Wednesday, March 8.  This will continue 

with the sixth and final lesson being taught on Sunday, April 9, and Wednesday, April 12.  I will also 

be preaching a sermon series on A Disciple’s Heart during the six Sundays in Lent.  Contact me or 

Elaine to obtain the daily workbook for A Disciple’s Heart. A contribution of $10 would be appreciat-

ed.   

    Remember also this month that we will be having a dinner on St. Patrick’s Day, March 17, with 

Celtic Dancers for entertainment.  The cost is $15 and things will get started at 5:30 p.m.  Final ticket 

sales will be March 12. 

    We are excited that we are planning a trip to ECHO this month.  Check the Missions section of the 

newsletter for more info.  

    We will be hosting a Lenten Soup for the Soul on April 12, but the meetings get started this month.  

The schedule for those meetings may be found on the following page of the Newsletter. 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Jim 



We are so excited that our new Toddler room for children 1—2 years of age is officially open. We currently 

have 4 children enrolled. We have also begun our enrollment for the new 2017/2018 school year. The 

Learning Center is committed to the children and families living and working in the Naples area by offering a 

full-day Christian Education program for children 1—5 years of age. We are open year round, Monday-

Friday from 7:30-5:30. We offer FREE VPK on a part-time or full-time basis. For more information or a tour 

of the Preschool, please call 239.775.0745 or email us at tlc@enaples.org.  As always, we appreciate your 

prayers and support.           Michele Micieli, Director 

A Luncheon Series for the Greater Naples Community    

Theme: The Lord’s Prayer 

 March 8 ~ Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 

 Presenter: Father Joseph Shaheen - St. Paul’s Antiochian Orthodox Church 

 Location: St. Katherine Greek Orthodox Church (7100 Airport, 34109) 

March 15 ~ Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. 

Presenter: Father Paul D’Angelo - St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church  

Location: St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church (625 111th Ave, 34110, W of 41) 

March 22 ~ Give us this day our daily bread. 

Presenter: Chaplain Henry Braga, M Div, AVOW Hospice 

Location: AVOW Hospice (1095 Whippoorwill Ln, 34105) 

March 29 ~ And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

mailto:tlc@enaples.org


The M.E.N.’s Group  

recently helped out a church 

member with yard work and 

basic carpentry.  A big 

THANKS to the guys who came 

out to volunteer: 

 

John Jordan, Corwin Biddle,  

Michael Poff, Duane Poorman,  

Paul Clemmenson,  

Paul  Sullivan  

and Charlie Cortright 

A SPECIAL THANKS TO THE CUB SCOUTS OF 

PACK 2002 for helping with the Sunday Services on the 

12th of February.  It was annual Scout Sunday, and it was won-
derful to see the boys and their leaders help with greeting and 
the service.  The Pack has 16 youth, and most were at the ser-

vices.  This time of year is very exciting for the Pack.  Besides 
Scout Sunday, the boys have 2 other important activities taking 

place here at East Naples UMC.  On the morning of February 25, 
they had their Annual Pine Wood Derby car race in Fellowship 

Hall.  Look for more pictures in the next Newsletter.  Then, on 
March 4th it was their big Blue & Gold Banquet.  This is where 

all the big awards are presented.  Plus, five of the Cub Scouts 
will be “Crossing Over” into Boy Scouts.   Please keep these 
boys and their adult leaders in your prayers—that they contin-

ue to grow and develop into the future leaders of our commu-
nity and country. 



     I hope you enjoyed having Chiz Rider in worship on February 12th. He’s such a fantastic musician! The 

website for his ministry is www.chizrider.com. He travels everywhere to give concerts. Check out his sched-

ule—he may be at a church near you “up north”. 

     The last concert on the ENUMC Concert Series will be the Voices of Naples on March 26th, 2017 at 3pm.  

Don’t miss it!!! We are still accepting donations for the series. Please remember that next years’ Concert Se-

ries depends on your support this year. Please invite everyone you know to attend our series. If you 

haven’t sent in your donation for this year’s series, it’s not too late.   

     I keep putting this in the Newsletter, but I haven’t had any takers...If God 

gave you the talent of singing, maybe you should consider sharing that talent in 

the choir!!! We are still looking for more men to sing in the Chancel hoir.  We 

would love to have more men join us. Please consider giving of your talent and 

singing.  The Chancel Choir now only sings at the traditional service at 9. This 

might make a difference to some who couldn’t previously commit to attending 

both services every Sunday morning . We rehearse on Wednesday evenings at 

7 in the Choir Room!!! Hope to see you there!!  Brent Nicholas, Director 

Notes From the Music Department 

ENUMC Scholarship Update 

The 2017 Scholarship application will be online at www.enaples.org and 

available in the church office on March 15. If you would prefer an application 

emailed to you, please email Danielle Poff at raspiwave@aol.com.  Scholar-

ship applications and reference letters will be due back to the church no lat-

er than Monday, April 17. 

MAY THE ROAD RISE TO MEET YOU… 

  BUT NOT IN A BAD WAY!  

Join the Irish in their celebration of  

St. Patrick on Friday, March 17, at 5:30 in the Fel-

lowship Hall.  Enjoy the “Irish” in everyone!  $15 for 

the food and festivities. We promise a low sodium 

traditional Irish corned beef dinner and Celtic Danc-

ers for entertainment. Drop by the office—or get 

your tickets in the Narthex on Sundays. 

http://www.chizrider.com
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UMCOR Sunday – March 26 
When You Give You Equip Christ’s Body to Serve in His Name 
That’s because your generous giving to UMCOR Sunday (formerly One Great Hour of 

Sharing) is what allows UMCOR to act as the arms and legs of Christ’s church, moving 

toward the most vulnerable in their darkest days. Convinced that all people have God-given worth and digni-

ty—without regard to race, religion or gender—together we are assisting those impacted by crisis or chronic 

need. 

 When tornadoes ripped through Oklahoma, we responded 

 When children in Zimbabwe lost parents to AIDS, we responded 

 When a massive tsunami devastated lives in Japan, we responded 

 And when the next mass crisis occurs, we will be prepared to respond 

ECHO Food and Farm Day—Saturday, March 18 from 9:00am—3:00pm   

Spend the day at the 50-acre Global Farm and tour a tropical rainforest demonstration; the 300+ variety 

seed bank; the fruit tree arboretum; or learn about alternative energies as they are demonstrated in the 

appropriate technology area! Kids of all ages can taste, touch, and experience their way around the world 

as they learn about World Hunger and ways they can make an impact!  Tickets: $5 in advance, $7 at the 

gate  Children 8 and under are FREE. Look for a sign-up sheet in the Narthex. 

The Mission Emphasis for March is our sister church...  

 Canamazo Methodist Church in Cuba. 
We recently received a letter from Pastor Reynerio Quinones Pas and his wife Haydee.  “I 

would like to send to the Congregation, to Pastor Jim and his wife, and to sister Kris 

Clemmensen our salute and infinite gratitude for their prayers and for that great 

blessing of the water purifier.  We value it very much because the water in this place 

is very contaminated with the waste from the Sugar Mill and the aquafer is very  

saturated with impurities, which cause the wells to be contaminated—and this brings a lot of gastro-

intestinal diseases.  That is why we are more than grateful for this blessing that you all have given to 

us. Each Thursday during our time of prayer and fasting we pray for 

our Church as well as the pastors and churches in Florida.  

Feeding Program—25 cents per person per week or $100 per month 

for entire congregation  Cell phone minutes for pastor —$25    

Pastor’s Salary 1 — $30 or $360/year  Goal $1500   

Donations of any amount are appreciated.  Please  

continue to pray for the Cuban people, our sister church and their  

Congregation. 



Easter Celebration: Saturday, April 15th from 10-12.   

Come join us for a bit of “family fun” celebrating the Resurrection of Christ.  There will be an Easter 
Egg hunt for different age levels, games, crafts, treats, a bounce house and more! We want to invite  
everyone to join us for this festive outreach event. 
 
We are looking for donations of items and volunteers to help with games, crafts, registration etc. to 
make this outreach to our neighborhood a successful event. 
 
Items needed:  candy, plastic eggs, plastic grocery bags,  
     (other items may be needed as we get closer to the event) 
Volunteers needed: to help stuff Easter Eggs on Saturday April 8  at 10am.  

Please contact Kristin Chisholm, Director of Children’s Programming,  

at 239.774.4696 or email her at Kristin@enaples.org or Kdoss24@aol.com.  

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY...LOOKING AHEAD 

Warren Willis Summer Camp (Youth and Children)  Week 6:  July 10-15, 2017 

Cost: $420 per camper.  

Contact Kristin Chisholm or Gabriel Cintron if you would like to help sponsor our children/youth . 

Camp Scholarship Application through Warren Willis Camp: 

http://cdn2.hubspot.net/hubfs/219945/WW29516-2017-WWScholarshipForm.pdf?t=1487092290528 

DEADLINE:  Postmarked or Faxed by April 1, 2017 

VBS: June 19—23 from 5:30-8pm 
 
Deep Sea Discovery: “God is with me wherever I go!”  
At Deep Sea Discovery, every day starts at the bottom 
of the sea!  Kids will learn that God is with them wherev-
er they go! After every Bible story, kids will hear how that story ties into God’s bigger story for them 
and how they may be challenged to respond to God’s love in real and meaningful ways. 
Registration details coming soon!   Volunteers needed in all areas!   
Contact Kristin Chisholm for more information at 239.774.4696 or email her at Kristin@enaples.org . 

mailto:Kristin@enaples.org
mailto:Kdoss24@aol.com
http://cdn2.hubspot.net/hubfs/219945/WW29516-2017-WWScholarshipForm.pdf?t=1487092290528
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 I’d like to thank you all for your support to the Youth ministry. Whenever we have a bake 
sale or carwash you guys give your best. We are working on raising funds to cover each student 
for the summer camp coming this summer. There is still a lot of money to raise, but the youth are 
working hard. If you would like to help sponsor a student, please reach out to me at 
Youth@enaples.org or call 239.362.5361.  

This month we are in full swing. The band is practicing and working on music that will soon 
be gracing your ears. Please pray for harmony and teamwork as we continue in practices.   It is 
amazing to see how God brings a vi-
sion to actuality. I remember coming in 
and interviewing and telling of the vi-
sion I have for this Youth ministry. God 
has honored the preparation and work. 
The Youth ministry is growing in num-
ber, the students are maturing in the 
Lord, and the program is flourishing 
with new ways for the kids to get in-
volved. 

As you see students pass by you 
during service, be sure to stop them 
and ask them about all of the exciting 
new things going on. I am hoping to 
see the Youth become more involved in 
the church as a whole. With that as a key part of my vision, it cannot come into play without your 
help. Please connect with these students as they are the future of this church. I truly believe it 
takes a village to raise a child. May God bless you and again THANK YOU!!! 

Next Chapter...Youth Ministry 

The Christian Education Department is launching its annual fundraiser called 144 on March 
19, and we will need your help!  In the Narthex will be 144 envelopes.  On each envelope is a 
dollar amount to donate. The first envelope is labeled $1.00, the second is $2.00, the third is 
$3.00, and so on until the 144th envelope is labeled $144.00.  We are asking you to take one 
envelope and donate AT LEAST the dollar amount on the front of the envelope to the Chris-
tian Education Department.  Every envelope is important, and we are asking you to give as you 
are able.  If each envelope is filled with the amount on the front of it, we will raise 
$10,331!! By filling an envelope with $1.00 or $100.00, you are supporting the life-changing 
work your church does with children, youth, and adults.  These donations will help fund Vaca-
tion Bible School, sponsor students to go to summer camp and on the mission trip, and help us 
continue the activities and events we do for the families in our church and community.  Your 
generosity is greatly appreciated.  Thank 
you for making our children, youth, and 
families a priority! 144 FUNDRAISER 

WHAT’S NEW FROM OUR CHRISTIAN EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 

mailto:Youth@enaples.org


Strong Tower 
"Saturday nights are a great time 
for fellowship, prayer, worship 
and praise in a relaxed and com-
fortable atmosphere. The Strong 
Tower Worship Band offers the 
Word in contemporary worship, 
as Pastor Dana MacMillan brings 
a message of hope and encour-
agement from the Scriptures. 
Join us each Saturday night at 6 
pm for a great time of joy, heal-
ing, rest and peace in the pres-
ence of God! 

STRONG TOWER  

Saturday Night  

Contemporary Worship at 6 pm  

“This Is Amazing Grace” Phil Wickham  - http://youtu.be/XFRjr_x-yxU  

“Oh Come to the Altar” Elevation Worship - https://youtu.be/rYQ5yXCc_CA  

“Come as you Are” Crowder -  https://youtu.be/r2zhf2mqEMI  

“Behold the Lamb of God” Mylon LeFevre  -  https://youtu.be/17jVO0HFRXA  

“Lead Me to the Cross” Hillsong -   https://youtu.be/d_24IdbJ0Tw  

The songs listed below are some of the 
songs you will hear at the Strong Tower 

Saturday night worship service. 

 

“The Name of the Lord is a 

strong tower, the righteous run 

into it, and they are safe.”  

       Proverbs 18:10 

http://youtu.be/XFRjr_x-yxU
https://youtu.be/rYQ5yXCc_CA
https://youtu.be/r2zhf2mqEMI
https://youtu.be/17jVO0HFRXA
https://youtu.be/d_24IdbJ0Tw


Those Who Serve at East Naples UMC 

Lois Haney  3/22 

Christopher Proenza 3/22 

Ernest Garofano  3/23 

Betty Hunter  3/23 

Warren Searfoss  3/23 

Shirley Swan  3/24 

Kyle Zech  3/25 

Richard Estes  3/29 

Gary Davis  3/30 

Marvel Thomason 3/30 

David Heasley  3/31 

Lowell Momberg 3/1 

Virginia Nagy  3/1 

Nora Weibling  3/1 

Newton Ale  3/2 

Nicole Berg  3/3 

Brittanny Harrison 3/4 

Henry Lehman  3/5 

Harriet Bush  3/6 

Elsie Gonzalez  3/6 

Christopher Hatwell 3/6 

Lowell Hone  3/6 

Joyce Snell  3/6 

Daryl Digirolamo 3/8 

Frances Lewis  3/8 

Mary Beth Rabe  3/8 

Becky Estes  3/9 

Lois Ruffner  3/9 

Herbert Mc Masters 3/10 

Hulene Clark  3/11 

Lillian Nickerson 3/11 

 

William Grimes  3/13 

Barbara Young  3/13 

Linda Crown  3/14 

David Golly  3/15 

Betty Miller  3/15 

Richard Wilson  3/15 

Lazaro Armenteros 3/16 

Brenda Hawkins  3/16 

Noemi Suarez  3/16 

Shirley Bernhardt 3/17 

Mayelyn Garcia  3/17 

Elsie Hawkins  3/17 

Olivia DeSavigny  3/18 

Nancy Moore  3/18 

Andres Torres  3/18 

James Manley  3/19 

Earl Shields  3/19 

Sandra Beaumont 3/20 

Amanda Hallenbeck 3/20 

Dorothy Krimski  3/20 

 

A NOTE FROM THE STAFF PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE 

Due to an opening in the Office Manager position, the SPRC is pleased to 

announce that Liz Comings has accepted the Office Manager position in the 

church office.  As many of you know, Liz held the position previously and 

had the idea to retire.  But, she just couldn't stay away!  So the next time 

you're in the area stop by the church and give her a hug.  Welcome back Liz! 

If you have a 

March birthday 

and are not listed 

on this page, 

please call  

the office 

(239.774.4696) 

to update your 

information. 

CHURCH OFFICE 239.774.4696    EXT E-MAIL 

Pastor Jim Thomas 203 Jim@enaples.org 

Associate Pastor Dana MacMillan 213 Dana@enaples.org 

Director of Music Brent Nicholas 207 Brent@enaples.org 

Director of Christian Education Elaine Thomas 206 Elaine@enaples.org 

Youth Director Gabriel Cintron 204 Youth@enaples.org 

Children's Program Director Kristin Chisholm 214 Kristin@enaples.org 

The Learning Center Director Michele Micieli 215 TLC@enaples.org 

Bookkeeper Joan Hemelt 208 Bookkeeper@enaples.org 

Office Manager Liz Comings 205 Liz@enaples.org 

Organist LaVon Mattson   

Facilities Manager Mike Gonalakis   

Nursery Attendant Rebecca Rabe   

Sound Technician Louis  Jordan   

Video Technician Michael Berg   

Sound Technician Jesse Connolly   
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Our Hispanic Ministry celebrated Saint Valentine’s Day on Saturday the 11th in  

Fellowship Hall. We enjoyed a wonderful quality time for our couples. We had 

teachings from the Bible...some principles such as big stones as fundaments for our 

marriages and families. Also, we shared delicious Italian food, romantic music, and 

the most important part: God’s love was present in each brother and sister that 

night.          Pastor Orlando Ramirez 


