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Gospel Truths 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
 November promises to be a big month for East Naples United Methodist.  As I wrote to you in a letter that I hope 
you received a couple of months ago, we will be changing our Sunday worship schedule starting Sunday, November 6.   
We will have traditional worship at 9:00, followed by Sunday School for adults, youth, and children, with a “blended”   
service, combining elements of traditional and contemporary worship, at 11:15.  The contemporary service will continue 
to meet on Saturdays at 6:30. 

Another big event in November will be Lifetouch coming to make pictures for our new church directory.  The 
dates for photography will be Monday, November 14 through Saturday, November 19.  You can make an appointment by 
going to our website (www.enaples.org) and going to the New Church Directory tab or appointments are being made   
between services in the Narthex. If you cannot make an appointment for that week, another option is to call the Lifetouch 
Visitors Hotline to see if you can be scheduled at a nearby location (another church that is doing a directory).  The      
number is 1-866-756-0281, available 9-5 EST M-F.  We hope that you will be able to take part. 
 When you come to have your picture taken, we want to update your information for our records- address, phone 
numbers, emails, etc.  Email address updates are very important.  We want you to receive our Mid Week Blasts on 
Wednesdays with reminders of upcoming events at ENUMC.   

We are also planning in the coming months to “go green” with our church newsletter.  You can receive the    news-
letter via email or by viewing it on the church website (www.enaples.org) instead of the bulk mailed printed copy- saving 
paper, money, time, and effort.  Some printed copies will be placed in the Narthex if you need one and for the few that do 
not have email and are not able to come to church to get a printed one, arrangements will be made to get a copy delivered 
to them.  Contact the church office (239-774-4696) if you would prefer to have the newsletter mailed to you.  We appreci-
ate your patience and understanding as we make some needed changes here at ENUMC.  Please keep the church in your 
prayers. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Jim 

http://www.enaples.org
http://www.enaples.org


If we missed your birthday     ‘SHOUT 
OUT” it’s because we do not have your 
information.                       Please fill out 
a CCC card or    contact the church 
office. 

Zachery Beatty 11/1 

   

Karen Bain 11/2 

   

Skyla Collier 11/2 

   

Wilma Hardy 11/4 

   

Yadira Hodgson 11/4 

   

Clifford Olson 11/4 

   

Andrea Border 11/6 

   

LaRae Helseth 11/6 

   

Darlene Momberg 11/7 

   

Marian Rose 11/7 

   

Armando Gonzalez 11/8 

   

Edward Esborn 11/9 

   

Frank Nickerson 11/9 

   

David Hatwell 11/12 

   

Joan Hemelt 11/12 

Mrs. Neely 11/12 

   

Betty Robertson 11/12 

   

Paul Clemmensen 11/13 

   

Diane Van Deventer 11/13 

   

Jacob Bechtold 11/14 

   

Emily Cameron 11/14 

   

Susan Heasley 11/15 

   

Tyler Chronister 11/16 

   

Lucille Finley 11/16 

   

Grace Lehman 11/16 

   

Beth Stephens 11/16 

   

Ryan Shepard 11/17 

   

Tracy Viera 11/17 

   

Charles Cortright 11/18 

   

Jean Keefer 11/18 

Beatrice Mc Carthy 11/18 

   

Rebecca Rabe 11/18 

   

Robert Boyer 11/21 

   

Danielle Conyers 11/21 

   

Rosie Walters 11/21 

   

Dalton Berg 11/22 

   

Nancy Nulton 11/23 

   

Alex Walters 11/24 

   

Margaret Jordan 11/25 

   

Robert Knapp 11/25 

   

Melenie Hodgson 11/28 

   

Meibel Suarez 11/28 

   

Sally Conklin 11/29 

   

Alison Flick 11/29 

   

Shirley Sills 11/29 

Viola Smith 11/29 

   

Jaime Williams 11/29 

   

Jan Donaldson 11/30 

Strong 

Tower 
Fellowship Dinner 

  Strong Tower Connecting 
Christ to People 
by Dana MacMillan 

Every second Saturday Night of the 
month, following the 6:30PM service, 

the Strong Tower Leadership Team pre-
pares a meal for those who attend the 

service. Margie Abrams and Liz Pisa-

ni do a wonderful job heading up the 

meal prep and décor. This month’s 
theme was a fun Hallows Eve theme, 
and the fellowship was just as great. 

For the past few months, we have held 

the dinners in the Fellowship Hall in 

order to be more accommodating to 
those who could not attend the dinners 

off campus. As a result, we have been 

able to include all the gentlemen from 

Justin’s Place who also have been en-
joying the lively praise service.  

The Strong Tower Saturday Night Service has 
held its own through the summer, welcoming 

newcomers almost every night. With the re-
sponse we have had throughout the off season, 

it will be exciting to see what God has pre-

pared for this Fall! 
If you have not attended a Saturday Night 

Strong Tower Service, we would like to extend 
to you a warm welcome. Pease come and see 

for yourself the relaxed and friendly worship-
ful atmosphere where we are ever open the 

presence of God. I think you will be pleasantly 

Truth & Grace Ministries 

Truth & Grace Ministries is a 
counseling and a one to one disci-
pleship ministries that assists 
those who are stuck in emotional 
or spiritual crisis and guides 
through counseling, prayer and 
spiritual formation to a more real-
ized freedom in Christ. If you or a 
loved one is in need of pastoral 
counsel, please call the church 
office to set an appointment. “For 
it is for freedom, that Christ set us 
free” 

 

Saturday Night  



 

 
Christian Education 

Recently, Jessica Chronister spoke of the value of the Wesley classes that cared for each other both 
within the class and within the surrounding community. But such a model goes back even further.    
Remember those 12 guys that Jesus called to be in his group? They learned together, grew together in 
their faith, did good works for others, messed up, received forgiveness, gave forgiveness and worked 
to model the life of Jesus Christ. That is the idea behind the small groups that we want to grow in our 
church. Coming this November we will offer both the adult class that Al Micieli already teaches as well 
as others from which we can choose. As we live into the changes at East Naples, we hope that you will 
give a class a chance. Come and grow together both in the love of Jesus and in the love of others both in 
the class and in our community.  
As for our children, Kris Chisholm is excited to begin the Gospel Project during Sunday School and 
Children’s Church. This is a great time to get all children from preschool age through 5th grade           
involved. We are thrilled to have our Hispanic children joining our children’s Sunday School classes. 
Likewise, our new youth worker, Gabriel Cintron, will be working with the youth Sunday School  
teachers. We will also be initiating a children’s group during our Strong Tower contemporary Worship 
time. It is an exciting time for all of us to get involved in Sunday School.  

 
 
Hospitality  
I am thrilled to let you know of another new group recently formed in our church. We have had 

a couple new members come forward with new ideas to try. They have agreed to become the           
Hospitality Committee charged with providing opportunities to gather as a church and invite others to 
join us in fellowship. Some of what they will be doing is the same as what we have done in the past like 
sporting events. They will be tweaking some of the events we have tried in the past like the All States 
Dinner. And, they will be trying some new things. Soon you will be receiving a letter outlining events 
already scheduled throughout the coming year. This will not be all that we will be doing but it will  
provide as much as we know at this point so that you can pick the activities you would like to attend 
and get them on your calendars now. You can also be thinking of others you could invite to join you. 
This letter will include some children and youth activities, too. So, thanks to Mike Hargie, Frank      En-
glund and Ann Ferrell for working on this committee. Thanks, too, to Kris Chisholm, our           
children’s worker, and Gabriel Cintron, our youth worker, who have provided me with dates so that 
our parents will know of events well in advance.  

 
COMING SOON, NEW DIRECTORY!!! 
For a week in November and another week in the New Year, LifeTouch will be on campus      

taking pictures for a new directory. The first calls have been made and, hopefully, you have had a 
chance to schedule your sitting or plan to participate in the second sitting. LifeTouch always does a 
wonderful job! Dana Reeves has graciously agreed to be our Membership Secretary so we are hoping 
that the directory will give us an opportunity to get the most up to date contact information in our   
database, Shepherd’s Staff. To give you an idea of the work that needs to be done, when I ran a report 
of children/youth, there were names on the report of individuals who were in their 30s with children 
of their own. Yikes! So, come out and be prepared to help us update your contact information. Thank 
you and thanks to those who have agreed to participate on the directory: John and Patsy Vaughn,  Da-
na Reeves, Mike and Nancy Hargie, Pastor Jim and me, Elaine. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  
New Beginnings 

 One gift bag contains one 

Life Recovery Bible, One 

Prayer Journal and one Je-

sus Calling Devotional, total-

ing approximately $31.  

 One Box of 10 Bibles is 

about $148. 

If you would please make a do-

nation to help our mission of rec-

onciliation. Thank you! 

 

Thank you ! 

Thank You East Naples UMC! 
 

Mission Focus -  Jail and Justin’s Place -  Bibles, Journals and Devotionals for a new start in life 

 

Thank you letters from Justin’s Place Women 

Rev. Dana MacMillan, MA. M.Div.  

COUNSELING SERVICES 
Truth & Grace Counseling Center at East Naples UMC 
If you or a loved one are struggling with life changes or relationship issues, or if you are experiencing difficulties with emotional pain 
such as grief,  anxiety, depression, shame, guilt, unresolved anger or forgiveness, and would like to speak with a pastoral counselor, 
please call the church office to set up an appointment.  
You don’t have to remain in the struggle, for “It was for freedom that Christ set us free… (Galatians 5:1)”.  
Let us help you walk in a greater level of freedom today.  
 



 CHURCH OFFICE (239) 774-4696 EXT E-MAIL 

Pastor Jim Thomas 203 Jim@enaples.org 

Associate Pastor Dana MacMillan 213 Dana@enaples.org 
Director of Music Brent Nicholas 207 Brent@enaples.org 

Director of Christian Education Elaine Thomas 206 Elaine@enaples.org 
Youth Director Gabriel Cintron 204 Youth@enaples.org 

Children's Program Director Kristin Chisholm 214 Kristin@enaples.org 
The Learning Center Director Michele Micieli 215 TLC@enaples.org 
Bookkeeper Joan Hemelt 208 Bookkeeper@enaples.org 
Office Manager Mary Beth Farrelly 205 MaryBeth@enaples.org 
Organist LaVon Mattson     

Facilities Manager Mike Gonalakis     

Nursery Attendant Rebecca Rabe     
Sound Technician Louis  Jordan     
Video Technician Michael Berg     

Those Who Serve @ East Naples 

Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes – Thank you to all have returned filled shoeboxes so far!  

There is still time to take and fill a box.  Return your box to ENUMC by Sunday, Nov. 13.  Remember 

there are many other ways to help us spread Christ’s love and lessons around the world.  Donate 

money, donate items or attend the Shoebox Packing Event on November 16.   

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD PACKING EVENT – Wednesday, November 16 at Center Point 

Church, 6950 Golden Gate Parkway from 6:00-7:30 p.m.  Come join the fun and pack shoeboxes 

with donated items.  This event is sponsored by MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) of Naples.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mission Emphasis for November is Missionary Support both locally and globally.  We hope that 

you will help us support missionaries in our area and around the world.  Please pray for and donate 

to those who are serving as God’s hands and feet in our world.  These include our friends in North 

Africa, Allison Foster with the Jesus Film Project, Rachel Micke in South Africa, Storm Racing Ministry 

(Dick & Kay Stone) and others.  We look forward to hearing from Allison Foster on November 13 as 

she tells us about her work with the Jesus Film Project and missionary work in general.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cuba Water Filter Update - The 26 water filtration systems arrived in Holguin Norte district twenty-

three days after landing in Cuba.  The installation process is taking longer than expected because 

they did not have the tools needed – a power drill with certain sized bits and a specific size of nail.  

Those items are being taken to Cuba on the trip in two weeks.  They have found a few tools in   

Cuba and two systems have been installed.  Those systems are producing clean water now! 

 

I am very excited about the changes in worship and the creation of a time for small groups that all can attend! I hope 
that our Sunday schools will become more like life groups. Life groups are times when we can come together and live 
life with each other, sharing in our good times as well as our bad. Wesley asked, "How is it with your soul?" That's 
what I'm talking about, how are we REALLY doing and how can we be there for each other?  
 
We are excited to begin a three-year study with our children that will take them completely through the Bible. It is 
called the Gospel Project. To that end, we are also offering an ADULT VERSION of the study. The 1st 13 week session 
will be led by Kathy Sullivan. You do not have to be the parent of a child to attend so if a Bible study is what you're 
looking for, come give this a try! 
 
If you are a lover of the Jesus Calling series, Dana MacMillian's study would be for you! Her study is the first of a     
series by Sarah Young and it will be focusing on how we can be in the presence of God, even in the midst of our har-
ried and hurried lives. Come and find out what it means to "be still and know that I am God!" 
 
And last but certainly not least is Al Micieli's study of the book of Revelation going on now. Come and jump right in 
with this group. Al's class has been our only adult Sunday school class and they are always looking for and welcoming 
new people. 
 
All three adult classes will be held in Elsey Hall.  
Our children and youth classes are held upstairs in the education building and our nursery is in Elsey Hall. Come and 
join a life group! 
 
Thanksgiving 
Our annual Thanksgiving dinner will be held on Thanksgiving Day from 2 to 4 in the Fellowship Hall. Sign-up sheets 
are in the narthex and this year we will be giving you the additional opportunity to help either set up or clean up so 
sign up with your dish, the number of people coming, and how you would like to serve!  See you there!  
 
 
Christmas Decorating 
Yes, Virginia, it is that time of the year! Look at it this way: practice for your own homes! We will be decorating the 
church for Christmas on Monday, November 21st at 9:00AM. Come and have some fun! 

Words from Elaine 



NOTES FROM THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT 
 
It seems some folks were a little confused getting two letters from the church last month. One 
letter was from Pastor Jim and the other was from the Concert Series. Some thought they 
were the same thing and threw the other letter away without opening it. If you happened to 
toss your letter without realizing they weren’t the same thing, please let us know and we’ll 
send you another one or pick up one from Brent.  The Concert Series only exists through the 
donations of our concert goers. We won’t be able to provide the series without your generous 
donations. Next year’s series depends on you. The Chancel Choir has been rehearsing our 
Christmas  music for our upcoming “Chancel Christmas” concert. Please make sure you have 
December 11th, 4pm on your calendar for the kickoff of our ENUMC Concert Series!!! 
 
The Chancel Choir is looking for a “FEW GOOD MEN”!!! To sing that is!!! We need more men in 
the choir!!! With the change in our services format – the Chancel Choir will only be singing for 
one service (9:00 am). This might make a difference to some who couldn’t commit to attend-
ing both services every Sunday morning previously. We will sing occasionally for the 11:15 
service, but not every week. We rehearse on Wednesday evenings at 7 in the choir room!!! 
Hope to see you there!!!  
 
 
Brent Nicholas 

Notes From the Music Department 

Broadway Palms Theatre with the  Hospitality Committee!    
We have put together a great 2016/17 show package! 

The church bus will leave ENUMC at 5 pm.   
Show times are all on a Thursday @ 7:30 pm.    

All tickets are $60/each, which includes round trip  transportation,  buffet dinner, show & gratuity.   
AND, great seats!   

Tickets must be paid prior to show to reserve your space.  Ticket Box in Narthex and payable to ENUMC. 
Shows and dates & due dates for payments are as follows: 

       SHOW~DATE~PAYMENT DUE DATE 
1. Evita ~Nov .3rd 2016...10/16-2 seats left 

2. White Christmas~Dec. 15th...11/27-4 seats left 
3. Phantom of the Opera~Jan. 19th/2017...1/1 
4. Anything Goes~February 23rd/2017...2/5 

5. Jesus Christ Superstar~April 13th/2017...3/26 
6. Clue the Musical~May 25th/2017...5/7 

7. Mary Poppins~July 20th/2017...7/2 
 

Please contact the church office or Rhonda Sleezer  @  630-272-7512 with any questions you may have. 
 
 

Has it been a month already? I am excited to say that we have so many 
amazing things coming up. Before I go on, I would like to take a moment and 
talk about our 30 Hour Famine. This was a crucial event for the students. I 
believe it is going to set the tone for the remainder of this year onto 2017. 
As we move forward I would like to ask something of you. Are you ready? 
Will you be a part of our student’s lives?  

The kids need our community of believers to become a family. I know you 
believe in these students. I am simply inviting you to become an honorary 
Grandparent, mom, dad, brother, or sister to these guys. Send me an email at 
youth@enaples.org  to find out how to get involved. God bless you all. 

 
Gabriel Cintron 
Youth Director 

YOUTH MINISTRY 

“picture 1 ” Zac Berg (Late night 
at 30 hour famine) 

“picture 2” Emily fleissner, Chloe Kahn, 
Liz Moxam, Jenilyn Tea,Tito Canova, 
Theresa and Belinda Dantus,           
Francisco Rangel (Youth work Day) 

“Picture 3” Tito Canova, Kris Chisholm, Devin Oet-

man, Amber Williams, Marylyn Berg, Liz Moxam,  

Zac Berg, Fransico Rangel, Jenilyn Tea (30 hour 

famine) 

 

Notes from the Church Office: 
 
We are still in need of volunteers for the reception area.  The hours for this are Mon.-Thurs.       
9 am to 3 pm.  We are also in need of ushers, and finally we need one person to drive the 
church van on Sundays one weekend a month. Please contact the office if you can help in 
ANY of these areas and we will direct you to the appropriate persons.   
We are in need of flower donations for the remainder of the calendar year. 
The Newsletter is ‘going electric’!  As of 1/2017 we will post the church newsletter on; our 
website, have copies in the Narthex and email those that provide us with a current email        
address.  December will be the last bulk emailed copy.   
Thank you for all you do for me and the church.  It is greatly appreciated. 
Mary Beth Farrelly 

mailto:youth@enaples.org


Children’s Ministry News 

Kristin Chisolm 

Introducing our new Children’s schedule: 
Saturday Night:  6:30 pm- Strong Tower Contemporary Service: (Children will have children’s church 
in the choir room during the Sermon portion of the service) 
Sunday Morning: 10:05am-11:05am  
Kings Kids Music: 10:05-10:25: Children ages pre-school-5th grade are invited to participate in our         
children’s choir. We will be meeting upstairs at the beginning of our Sunday school time to practice songs to 
sing in church.  We like to have the kids perform in “Big Church” every 4th Sunday. 
Kingdom Quest-Sunday School: 10:25-11:05   
     Large Group: 10:25-10:40 (Preschool-5th grade) Large group begins with worship and introducing the 
bible lesson for the day. 
     Small Group: 10:40-11:05 After Large Group, students are divided into age level  groups (Pre-K-2nd 
grade, and 3-5 grade) where they dig deeper in the bible lesson, work on scripture memorization and learn 
how to apply God’s Principles in their life. 
On November 6th we will be starting a new series for kids ages Pre-k through 5th grade. The Gospel          Pro-
ject® for Kids immerses kids and preschoolers in the gospel through every story, theological con-
cept, and call to mission from Genesis to Revelation. Ultimately, the gospel message changes everything; 
heart transformation can only take place when a child experiences the gospel. Through The  Gospel Pro-
ject® for Kids, kids and preschoolers will understand the Bible is not just a collection of stories, but one uni-
fied       story—God’s story of redemption.   
Children’s Church: 11:30-12 (During the 11:15 blended Service) 
 Children's Church meets during the 11:15 am service and is for children in preschool through fifth 
grade.  All children sit in the Sanctuary with their parents and come up to the front for a special Children's 
Sermon during the service. Following the Children's Sermon the children are escorted upstairs to the second 
floor of the Education Building.  This is a worship service that is all their own.  During children’s church,  
children learn stories from the bible, sing, and create craft projects.  You may pick up your child on the     
second floor of the Education Building at the end of the worship service.  
Nursery: 9-Noon: (Kids 4 and under) Located in Elsey Hall. Please check the weekly bulletin and future 
Newsletter articles for more information. You can also contact Kris Chisholm at 239-774-4696 if you have 
any questions. 
Family Outreach Event: 
Christmas Party!  Saturday Dec 10th 3:30-6:30 
The entire church family is invited to join us to celebrate the birth of Jesus!  Join us for crafts, games, food, 
Christmas carols and more!  There will be an ugly Christmas sweater contest for kids and adults to            
participate in as well a Christmas cookie exchange.  Please sign up in the office if you will be bringing cookies 
for the exchange. Each person who signs up will need to bring 5-6 dozen of cookies to share. 

 

It has been a tough year so far financially. 
Greeting members and friends of ENUMC.  We are now 3 quarters of the way 
through the year, and it has been a challenging year financially.  Expenses have 
been up this year, with several major capital projects such as a new roof, air 
conditioning, termites, and electrical damage due to lightning.  Add to that the 
remodeling of Elsey Hall, new windows in the chapel, updated sound systems 
in the sanctuary, we are dipping seriously into our reserve funds. 
Yes, another summer of lower giving, and we are spending seriously more 
than we took in.  Through September, we are a nearly $51,000 behind in 2016 
compared to last year.  Income alone is $24,000 behind where giving in     
September of 2015.  This is a trend that needs everyone’s help and attention. 
As I am sure most of you try to keep expenses in line with spending, so does 
our church.  But most of our expenses can not be reduced (i.e. Payroll, utili-
ties, etc.…).  Maintenance and repair cannot be deferred.  And unlike               
individuals, we cannot go out and get a part-time job.  Our income is based on 
the gifts of our members and guests.  That is everyone who is reading this 
newsletter. 
Simply put, we need you all to help us.  Your gifts critical.  Please consider 
your weekly giving, can you skip your morning expresso, or eat one less meal 
a week out?  And try some “out-of-the-box” ideas.  Do you have some older 
stocks or investments?  Consider giving them to the church.  You can deduct 
the current value of the investment, and not have the capital gains burden.   
One more way you can help, and a very important one.  Invite your friends 

and neighbors to join us in church.  The Great Commission says “Therefore go 

and make disciples of all nations…”.  See you all at church. 

Paul Clemmenson~Finance Committee Chair 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

Learning Center News:  40 Year Celebration 
The Learning Center will have their annual Thanksgiving Lunch   
Program on Thursday, November 17th at 11:30am in Sanctuary followed by a Catered lunch for 
$9.00 all proceeds go towards TLC. If you would like to attend please contact the preschool     
office at 239-775-0745. This year The Learning Center is celebrating their 40th Anniversary.                                                
Please join us on Sunday, November 20th, from 12-2 pm for a HUGE Harvest Festival with 
Crafts, Games, Bounce House, Food, Music and More!!                                                                             
This is going to be a wonderful time to get together with family and friends. 

THE LEARNING CENTER 


