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COMING SOON!
Our Contemporary Worship Service begins on January 30th!
We will hold this Service on Saturday evenings at 6:30 in
the Sanctuary. Spread the word, invite your friends, and
pray for God to bring new hearts to our church as we
praise and glorify our Awesome Lord!
Psalm 40:3 (NLT)
He has given me a new song to sing,
a hymn of praise to our God.
Many will see what he has done and be amazed.
They will put their trust in the LORD.

Another year has passed. Hard to believe it is 2016, but here it is. And we have several ideas for
the beginning of the year that we hope will be exciting to you.
A couple of the ideas involve me, and hopefully some of you, doing some reading over the next
few months. Something that many of us having trouble doing is sharing our faith with others. In January,
I plan on doing a sermon series based on the book Becoming a Contagious Church by Mark Mittelberg.
We will also be having small group studies on the book Becoming a Contagious Christian by Mark
Mittelberg, Lee Strobel, and Bill Hybels. More information will be forthcoming on the small group studies.
I have some ideas for our Book Club for 2016. In January, considering the tone of current times, I
thought it would be interesting to read Prepare: Living Your Faith in an Increasingly Hostile Culture by
J. Paul Nyquist, President of the Moody Bible Institute. Then in February, we’ll read another take on the
topic, Seeing Gray in a World of Black and White: Thoughts on Religion, Morality, and Politics by author
and United Methodist minister Adam Hamilton. Following in March, we’ll read Renegade Gospel: The
Rebel Jesus by another United Methodist minister, Mike Slaughter. Dates and times for the Book Club
meetings will be announced later (it will be sometime near the end of each month).
Finally, we are excited and looking forward to starting our new Praise and Worship service on
Saturday nights at 6:30 beginning on January 30th. Pastor Dana is working hard with our Praise and
East Naples United Methodist Church
Worship team to get things ready. Welcome 2016!
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Rooted in God’s Love
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Ephesians
3:16-19
“...Your
roots will
grow down
into God’s
love and
keep you
strong.”

The very first solo I ever sang on stage was when I was about seven years old; a
little blond, curly haired girl, small for her age and somewhat shy of the limelight,
standing in front of the fairly easily entertained crowd of Sunday evening church
goers. What I remember the most from that experience wasn’t the oversized blue foam
windscreen on the microphone, or my dad’s nervous breaths he’d quickly take between my phrases (his way of directing me), or the fact that I had to sing the song
completely a cappella. The most memorable thing for me on that occasion was the
little song I sang, and the words that I have recollected on several needful occasions;
“Jesus is my Shepherd. Guess who I am?
It’s such a lovely secret. I’m His little lamb”
Such security and confidence those words convey to me even still, as they speak of an
intimate, tender, innocent relationship between the Father and his little adoring child.
What I was privileged to understand at that young age, thanks to my parents and
grandparents, was how much Jesus loves me. I never questioned it as a child. It’s like
the little one, holding daddy’s hand. Who’s really doing the holding? Well, Daddy of
course and the little child knows it. That child trusts in her Daddy’s love without question. It’s expected. That’s why when fathers aren’t all they should be, the child can be
damaged. But that’s never the case with our Heavenly Father. When we truly know
Him, we can always be sure of His great love for us.
The Apostle Paul prayed this very prayer for the Ephesians 3:16-19: “I pray that
from his glorious, unlimited resources he will empower you with inner strength
through his Spirit. Then Christ will make his home in your hearts as you trust in him.
Your roots will grow down into God’s love and keep you strong. And may you have
the power to understand, as all God’s people should, how wide, how long, how high,
and how deep his love is. May you experience the love of Christ, though it is too great
to understand fully. Then you will be made complete with all the fullness of life and
power that comes from God.”
Being rooted in God’s love we are made strong. Being rooted in God’s love allows
us to be made complete in God. Being rooted in God’s love we can be filled with
God; with His life living in us. Being rooted in the love of God means we will be
made complete; His power working in us and extending through us to reach out to the
broken and hurting of the world with God’s unfailing love.
Just as my first childhood solo taught me, Jesus asks for all us to be like little
children who have unwavering faith in their Father’s love; because they feel safe and
secure in His love for them, they can have unconditional love for their Father and for
others. Rooted in God’s love, we can know we are fully loved, and consequently, we
can fully love others.
This time of year we celebrate the life of Christ on earth. He came with unfathomable love, and died because of His unimaginable love for us. Let’s receive it, embrace
the truth that ‘GOD LOVES ME’ and allow it to transform us each into well rooted
branches bearing much loving fruit.

Musings from Elaine…
In the midst of the hustle and bustle of the Christmas season, it was difficult to think of something to write for the
January newsletter. However, I was at a funeral service recently, and the priest spoke of a modern hymn about the
saints among us. It got me thinking of all the saints in my
own life and, of course, that includes all of you! So, I wanted
to start the New Year off with a prayer of Thanksgiving for
you in anticipation of a wonderful year of ministry with you!
It is difficult to think of being a saint, myself, because I certainly make many mistakes. For those I ask forgiveness.
But, that is not where I should live. My focus should be in
the going forward and the work ahead. What is it and
where is it that I am called to minister? 2016 is filled with
possibilities and hope. Let's get busy, Saints!
I sing a song of the saints of God,
Patient and brave and true,

SERMON SERIES STUDY
As Pastor Jim mentioned in his message for this newsletter,
we will have a 6 week study based on his 3 week sermon
series, Becoming a Contagious Church. The study is called
Becoming a Contagious Christian, an important piece of becoming a contagious church. Our adult Sunday School class
led by Al Micieli studied this book and it comes highly recommended. It will begin on Monday, January 11th and end on
Monday, February 15th. Afternoon sessions will be at 3PM,
and night sessions will be at 7PM. Books will be available
for purchase early in the new year along with sign up sheets.
Like the Advent study, you do not have to commit to either
group but can attend whichever class is convenient for you
in any given week. I am looking forward to seeing you there.
Elaine

Who toiled and fought and lived and died
For the Lord they loved and knew.
And one was a doctor, and one was a queen,
And one was a shepherdess on the green;
They were all of them saints of God, and I mean,

VISITATION TEAM

God helping, to be one too.

We will have a Visitation Team meeting on January 20th at
2PM. We will look at our visitation list and discuss the
homebound and any needs. they might have. See you then,
team members! Elaine

They loved their Lord so dear, so dear,
And His love made them strong;
And they followed the right for Jesus' sake
The whole of their good lives long.

FOR THE LADIES!

And one was a soldier, and one was a priest,

This is the last year that the Women of Faith will be hosting
their conferences. For that reason, they have taped the conference and are showing it in theaters throughout the US. If
you have been to one of these conferences before, you
know
that
they
are
both
a lot
of
fun as
well
as
touching.

And one was slain by a fierce wild beast;
And there's not any reason, no, not the least,
Why I shouldn't be one too.
They lived not only in ages past;
There are hundreds of thousands still.
The world is bright with the joyous saints
Who love to do Jesus' will.
You can meet them in school, on the street, in the
store,
In church, by the sea, in the house next door;
They are saints of God, whether rich or poor,
And I mean to be one too.
Written by Lesbia Scott, an English woman as you might
can tell from some of the words...

This year's theme is LOVED. Here’s how it’s billed…
You are seen. You ar e k nown. You are free.
Connect with a comm unity of women that gets what
you’re going throug h . . . and with the God who
loves you mor e than you k now.

Learning Center News
What a fun and exciting month of December we have had!! On Tuesday, December 8th, The Crafty
Ladies along with The Learning Center Moms, Teachers and some church ladies got together for a night
of Fun, Food and Fellowship. They made Christmas wreaths, won prizes and had lots of yummy food
and treats. On Thursday, December 17, the children went Christmas shopping and purchased Christmas
presents for their families created by our very own ENUMC Crafty Ladies. The children had so much
fun spending their very own money and picking out that very special gift for their loved ones. The children were also busy learning about the birth of JESUS and celebrating his birth with bible stories, crafts
and a very special Happy Birthday Jesus Party. The children at The Learning Center are taught weekly
Bible Stories and Verses; they also attend weekly Chapel and Music with Linda. They learn about character development, Phonics, Shapes, Math, Science and participate in themed activities. Our Preschool
Curriculum enables our teachers to address the curiosities and interests of the children. The daily class
routines are organized to help make smooth transitions through Circle Time, Hands-on Activities and
Rest Time. When you visit The Learning Center, you will hear plenty of giggling and happy sounds.
Our teachers are highly qualified and educated. We serve children ages 2 to 5 years old who must be fully potty-trained. We also offer FREE VPK for all children who turn four by September 1st. We are open
Monday through Friday from 7:30am to 5:30pm. For more information, please call The Learning Center
office at 239-775-0745. Thank you for all your prayers, referrals and support. We wish you all a VERY
HAPPY HEALTHY NEW YEAR!!
Michele Micieli
Director & Learning Center Board
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Tuesday, January 5, 2016, 6-7 p.m.
The Golden Gate Senior Center food pantry has been
able to serve almost 4000 lbs of food to nearly 150
households every week this year thanks to community
volunteers stocking the food pantry shelves. This is a
local mission of ENUMC and all are invited to participate. We will meet at the Golden Gate Senior Center
located at 4898 Coronado Pkwy., Naples 34116.
Please call Carol Griffin at (630-853-3625) if you plan
to attend.
Upcoming 2016 Dates: March 1, April 26,
June 21, August 16, October 11, December 6

A WORD OF THANKS FROM THE MEALS OF HOPE
Sheryl Verhulst from Meals of Hope sent a thank
you note to the volunteers who help stock shelves.
"Thank you so much for your help at our pantry!
You are always a pleasure to have and I enjoy your
conversations. Also, thank you for your kindness,
flexibility, and patience! Thank you for working with
me, and I'm looking forward to working with you
again in the upcoming year. Happy Holidays!"
If you are interested in a fun time filled with good
conversation and friendly people, contact
Carol Griffin. For all who volunteered in 2015...
THANK YOU!
- Jessica Chronister

Endowment Fund
Mom’s Night Out—Christmas Craft Make-n-Take

Clarence Chamberlain ~ November 7, 2015
AnnaMae Chamberlain ~ November 21, 2015
Carole Goldecker ~ November 26, 2015
Michael Hammond ~ December 1, 2015
Barbara Birkholz ~ December 9, 2015
Bill C. Hunter ~ December 17, 2015
Address Change:
Shelby Brandon
168 Versailles Cir.
Naples, FL 34112
perch-queen@hotmail.com

Another way to express your commitment to the goals of
the East Naples United Methodist Church is through a
planned gift. Once you have provided for loved ones in
your will, you may want to include a
gift of money, stock or property to
the Church through the Endowment
Fund. Your gift will be a lasting
tribute to your concern for providing
something to the Church-while also
providing for the Church's long-term
future.
For further information, look for the
Endowment brochure located in the
pews in the church sanctuary or we
can mail one to you upon request.

All women are welcome to attend our upcoming UMW Events!




January 11th— Please join us for our meeting in the
Fellowship Hall at 11:00 followed by a salad potluck luncheon and an important presentation by Nancy Vanderwal,
our District UMW Social Action Coordinator, on the topic of
”Human Trafficking.”

February 1st—Presentation on “Wills and Estate Planning”
with Lorna Scharlacken

MISSIONS 2016 – We have refocused our mission efforts!

We will support
fewer projects but work harder to do it well. There will be a mission of the
month each month, but some will repeat. We may also have extra onetime support opportunities and planned opportunities to volunteer or give
back each month.
NEW PROJECT – We are excited to announce a new mission project of East Naples UMC. This is an outreach to those who have recently been released from the Collier County Jail. The project does not
have a name yet! If you have an interest in helping those who are trying to get back on their feet,
consider helping with this new program. The inmates will receive a coupon from the jail chaplain when
they are released. This coupon will let them know that there is a gift waiting for them at East Naples
United Methodist Church. This gift will be a bag that will include a Bible and other resources as well as
current information about worship and Bible study opportunities at our church.

Grace Place – January Mission of the Month
Grace Place puts faith into action – providing pathways out of poverty by educating
children and families. They offer free programs in four areas which include:
BRIGHT BEGINNINGS - Bright Beginnings works to prepare mothers to guide their child though
the crucial years of early development and to be their child’s first teacher.
SCHOOL AGE PROGRAMS - The School Age Programs include programs for elementary, middle school grades and high school students.
ADULT EDUCATION - The Adult Education classes enable students to improve their language, literacy and life skills.
FRIDAY FOOD PANTRY Although education is the core focus of Grace Place and its mission, the Friday Food Pantry meets the basic need
of nourishment and health to support success in educational programs.

For more information, see their website www.graceplacenaples.org or visit their campus in Golden Gate City.

Fifth Sunday Offering – January 31st
MISSION UPDATES:
Operation Christmas Child – 176 Shoeboxes collected and delivered.
Habitat for Humanity – Collected $500+ and had 8 volunteer workers who helped install vinyl siding on a new home
Habitat is building.
Christmas Families – We have many cheerful givers who opened their hearts to help families this Christmas. Thank
you so much! Some of you donated money or gift cards, some of you chose a gift tag and bought a present, and
some of you prayed for these families and this project. We supported five families with 14 children. Thanks for all
your prayers and support.

Youth Group News
I pray that this message finds you blessed and ready for a new year. As we enter a new year, we often set
goals or resolutions. The youth will be working on some in the near future, and I am excited to see what
2016 has in store!
First off, we have an exciting event in store!
Winter Jam Concert: On Sunday January 17th, The Youth
Group will have an opportunity to attend Winter Jam 2016
in Sunrise, FL. More detailed information and a permission
slip will sent soon, but I would like to give you some of the
basic information on it. Winter Jam in Sunrise is a general admission concert with 12 different performers
all sharing time on stage. The cost of the trip will be approximately $20 which will include concert ticket
and dinner. The youth will meet following the 11:00 service and travel over to Sunrise. The youth will
arrive to the BB&T center for the concert early enough to get in line for general admission with the actual
concert beginning at 5:45. The concert should be done around 10:00pm, and then we will transport back
to the Church. This is a Sunday night, but there is no school on Monday in observation of Martin Luther
King Junior’s Birthday. If you have any questions, please let me know or visit the website:
2016.jamtour.com/shows/sunrise-fl
More dates to put on your calendar!
·
January 23-24 Youth Group Lock-In at the Church. Youth will arrive after dinner on the 23rd.
They
will stay the night at the Church attending the 9:30 service and can be picked up
afterwards.
·
February 21
Youth will participate in the 30 Hour Famine (Tentative Date)
~ Derek Clemmensen, Youth Director

Youth
Christmas Party

January always finds the Music Department putting away all our Christmas music
and beginning to prepare for the Lenten and Easter seasons.
th

The new calendar year brings some great concerts on our series. January 10 we
will host the Birchfield Brothers in worship that morning and in concert that afternoon at 3:00. They will provide beautiful music that morning and entertainment at
3:00. Come early and get a good seat. Acoustic guitar and midi marimba make up
and glorious sounds you will hear. The doors will open at 2:00.
February 14th will showcase Three For All, comprised of Clayton Brown, Ivy Peden and Karen Mason in a
Broadway musical afternoon. They will be accompanied by local musicians and a great afternoon will be had by
all! The doors will open at 2:00 with the concert beginning at 3:00. See you there!!!!!
On March 6th, we will have our last concert of the season featuring Jodie DeSalvo and Mary McDonald. Now you
may be saying, Mary who? Well, once you meet her, you won’t forget her. Mary will be coming from Knoxville do
“duel” with Jodie----the choir will be singing some of Mary’s anthems that she has written---and a great afternoon
is expected for all who are in attendance. Piano---piano and organ---piano-------both pianists will be playing for the
choir when they sing! We will be doing the anthem Mary wrote for our choir that I commissioned for our church.
So, I guess we’ll call it Dueling Pianos with a “twist”. The doors will open at 2:00 and the concert will blaze off at
3:00!
All groups in the Music Department will fire back up after the holidays---so watch for great new music in worship.

“A Chancel Christmas”

~ Linda Matthews, Director of Music

Young Women and Mothers Group
Are you looking for someone who will listen when you need a shoulder?
Would you like to meet and make new friends within the Church? Do you
need moral support when it comes to raising a child or teen?
If you answered yes to any of the above questions, then we have wonderful
news! A few of the younger women of the church have gotten together and
gotten to know one another. Not all of us have children, but that was not a
concern. I am sure we all could use a chance to make new friends and be
able to pamper ourselves with others who are like minded. We are looking to
start a “small” group for the younger women within the church.
The group would meet on the second Saturday of every month, either in someone’s home or at the church.
Elaine has come across a fabulous devotion we can work off of as a starting point. We would love to
welcome you into our “family,” one based on love, support, kindness and lots of understanding. For anyone
fresh out of school who is contemplating life’s journey into marriage and family, to those who already have
children or have been working closely with children, we just want to be able to reach out and help others
like ourselves with a kind shoulder and what wise words we do have because we all have some life experience that someone else might need.
We will have our first official meeting on January 9th. We will meet in the Fellowship Hall at 1:00. If you are
interested, please call the Church Office at 774-4696 and ask for Elaine Thomas, or you can call 571-0923
and ask to speak to Anna Tea. We will also have sign-up sheets available.
God Bless,

Anna Tea

IT'S BACK!!! THE ALL STATES DINNER
Yes, it's true. Brought back by popular demand, the ALL STATES DINNER will be on Friday,
January 22 at 6:00PM. So, get your decorations out, practice your state songs, plan a skit or
whatever...we will include state information on the sign up sheets so that you can touch base
with others from your state to begin planning. We will decorate on that Friday at 10AM if you
would like to come and get a jump on it. Otherwise, bring stuff with you when you come that
night. There will be prizes for best table decorations, best entertainment, and who knows
what else. Be thinking of a dish to share that would honor your state, too.
It is always a great time!!!
“Hanging of the Greens”
A Night With Tony Campolo
The Distinguished Speaker Series at Moorings Presbyterian Church presents
Tony Campolo on Wednesday, January 13th at 6:30PM. He is a big supporter of youth,
at-risk children around the world, and Compassion International. He is a retired
professor and special Assistant to the President of Eastern University in Pennsylvania.
We will be taking the bus from the church, leaving at 5:30, to hear Tony.
If you would like to hear him but need to ride the bus, please sign up in the narthex
or by the parking lot door.

Benefit Concert for
Hannah Ahlquist
Over $45,000 has been
gifted to Hannah

2015 Recap and 2016 Expectations from the Finance Chairperson
2015 has been an exciting year financially for ENUMC. Our budget for the year was just over a
million dollars (WOW). While I don’t have the final 2 weeks of information as of when I am writing this report, I can provide some high and low points around our finances.

Children preparing for
Christmas Worship
with the Hispanic
Congregation

Youth Celebrating
Christmas with children
in Immokalee

I estimate our income at year-end to be about $865,000. And while this is far short of our budgeted needs, I am estimating our year end expenses to be about $891,000. That makes a deficit or
shortage of about $26,000. As you can imagine, spending more than you earn is not a good thing.
We have had to reach into our savings to make this difference. There is good news in this, however, as this was far less than in past years. Income was higher than we anticipated, and the staff is
working very hard to keep expenses down. We are getting closer to a balanced budget, so thank
you to everyone for your faithful contributions and gifts, and to the staff for all they do.

We are excited about 2016 and all of the wonderful programs we will be having, including the
Praise and Worship services on Saturday evenings. Last year we tried a stewardship campaign to
help get a better idea of income, and the response was less than expected. We will try this campaign again this year with some new ideas, and we are looking for you, our friends and members,
to help us get our income back in line with our expenses. We appreciate your suggestions, ideas,
and volunteer time to help us get East Naples UMC back on its feet, financially.
As you all plan for 2016, please remember the importance of Tithing. The Bible is clear in its request for 10%. At our last Finance Committee meeting, I was reminded of how important this is
when a member of the committee gave a testimony to us. If you don’t give your full tithe because
you are concerned about having enough for yourself, then you don’t have faith that God will provide. God does provide and gives us what we need, but only if you have the faith to let Him.
Please prayerfully consider you weekly or monthly gifts, and give all that you can. Your gifts help
not only our church, but the community and world through the open arms of the Methodist
church.

Don’t give till it hurts, give till it feels good!

Respectfully submitted by Paul Clemmensen
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