
Dear Friends, 

      There are a lot of things going on at East Naples UMC this year.  Many changes have been made and 
many more are coming up.  I would like to use this article to make you aware of a few of the things that are 
happening. 

      As you hopefully know by now, we will have had our first contemporary service by the time you receive this 
newsletter.  Contemporary Service will be held on Saturday evenings at 6:30.  Pastor Dana MacMillan and the 
Contemporary Worship Team have been working very hard preparing for this new endeavor.  “Contemporary 
Worship” means different things to different people.  In the case of our new service, the focus will be on: 

Being more informal. 

Music by a praise team. 

Services will consist of music, prayer, a sermon, and communion 
(by intinction). 

We invite you to give this new service a try and let others who may 
be interested know about it. 

On Sunday afternoons, our Fellowship Hall is being used by the 
Hispanic mission in Naples, Piedra Viva (Living Stone).  They have a 
contemporary service at 4:00, then a fellowship time, and then a 
traditional service around 7:00.  There is a significant Hispanic 
population in the area surrounding our church.  We hope this ministry 
will be able to touch many lives and reach people for Jesus Christ. 

Another new focus of our church this year is a “Snowbird Ministry.”  
Retired pastors George and Gretchen Fischer of New Jersey will be 
helping our staff by focusing on snowbirds.  There are some events 
and activities coming up that will be directed at connecting our 
seasonal people with our year round congregation.  More info can be 
found in this newsletter and more will be coming. 

Please pray for these ministries that we will be able to connect 
people to Christ in love. 

     Yours in Christ,  

     Pastor Jim Thomas 

     Jim@enaples.org 

 Feb 6—Dress A Girl Event  

 Feb 7—”Souper Bowl” of Caring 

 Feb 10—Ash Wednesday          
Service at 6pm 

 

 Feb 12-All You Need is Love 
Dinner  

 

 Feb 13—Young Women’s Group   

 Feb 14—STORM Presentation 

 Feb 14—Three For All Concert  
at 3pm in the Sanctuary 

 

 Feb 21– Youth 30-Hour Famine 

 March 1-Meals of Hope Food 
Pantry Re-Stocking 
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      See the presentation  

    about their ministry  

    on Sunday, Feb. 14th! 

 

  (photos courtesy of        
Dick & Kay’s               

facebook page: 

www.facebook.com/
richard.stone.9250 

Psalms 41:1 

“How blessed is he 

who considers the 

helpless; the LORD 

will deliver him in a 

day of trouble.”  

As you are probably aware, Sunday, February 7th, is the FOOTBALL       

Super Bowl.  Our church will also have our S-O-U-P-E-R Bowl (of Caring).  

The Souper Bowl of Caring is a grassroots, faith-based crusade against  

hunger.   We are joining other churches, schools, organizations and       

individuals across the country to fight hunger and poverty by collecting 

cash and cans of soup.  The money we collect will be donated to Harry 

Chapin Food Bank and the cans of soup will be taken to Helps Outreach. 

February 
Mission of the Month: 
Good Samaritan Fund 

Sunday,  

February 7th 

 

In many churches this is called the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund.  It is 
the fund that is used to help those in need, inside and outside our 
congregation.  Over the years, we have helped get bills paid when 
funds came up short for the month; we have assisted people in 
getting back home; we have provided gift cards for the purchase of 
needed items.  We have helped people in a number of ways, but we 
can only help when we have the funds.  We use discretion and make 
every effort to use the funds wisely.  If you would like to contribute 
so that our church can continue to help people, make your check to 
“ENUMC” and designate it for “The Good Samaritan Fund.” 

STORM RACING MINISTRY 

DICK & KAY STONE SERVING AS CHAPLAINS  

at the 

DESOTO SPEEDWAY IN BRADENTON, FL 
 

Short  

Track   

Outreach 

Racing Ministry 
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Dana MacMillan 

Dana@enaples.org   

Seeking      

Jesus first in 

all things is 

the way we 

draw from 

Life Himself. 

Empowering for Everyday 
 

38As Jesus and the disciples continued on their way to Jerusalem, they came to 

a certain village where a woman named Martha welcomed him into her home. 39Her 

sister, Mary, sat at the Lord’s feet, listening to what he taught. 40But Martha was dis-

tracted by the big dinner she was preparing. She came to Jesus and said, “Lord, 

doesn’t it seem unfair to you that my sister just sits here while I do all the work? Tell 

her to come and help me.” 

41But the Lord said to her, “My dear Martha, you are worried and upset over all 

these details! 42There is only one thing worth being concerned about. Mary has     

discovered it, and it will not be taken away from her.” 

 As I consider what responsibilities or obligations a new life in Christ places on 

each of us who are benefactors, it is easy to get caught up, as Martha did, in the 

details of service. We are called to be conduits or pipelines, if you will, of God’s 

love and grace to those in need; service to ‘the least of these’ as in service to 

Christ. However, sometimes we forget where our power to serve comes from, and 

we get caught up in the details. We stress and worry. But we must keep in mind,  

we can only be effective in conveying our new life in Christ to others insofar as we 

remain connected to the source of life.  

Mary had ‘discovered it’ as Jesus said in Luke 10:42. She found out the only 

thing she had to concern herself with was sitting at his feet, hanging on his every 

word. She was developing a relationship with Jesus, discovering the heart of God; 

hearing his thoughts, gaining his perspective. This way, when she served, she 

would be doing it from a place of peace and rest; full of his grace and power, and 

led by his heart. She was connecting with the source of life from where she would 

draw her power to be that conduit of new life to others. She had learned to rest in 

his presence, not worrying about the details, but finding her strength, rest and 

peace in him. 

A few weeks ago, my friend Fran Lewis brought me a card with a message of 

encouragement inside. I have referred to it several times as the stress of starting 

a new service starts to sneak up on me. It is a quote from “Jesus Calling” by     

Sarah Young:  

 “Do not weight yourself down with responsibilities that are not your own. 

Instead, make your relationship with Me your primary concern…seeking My per-

spective in every situation. Rather than trying to fix everything that comes to your 

attention, ask me to show you what is truly important. Remember you are en route 

to heaven, and let your problems fade in the Light of eternity.” (Psalm 32:8;     

Luke 10:41-42; Philippians 3:20-21). 

Seeking Jesus first in all things is the way we draw from Life Himself. Jesus 

said “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life. No one comes to the Father but by 

way of me.” (John 14:6) Our connection to Jesus, is our connection to the          

Almighty God. Spending time in conversation with Him lends us the power to love, 

as Jesus loved. Let’s commit to sitting at His feet, continually drawing on His    

infinite wisdom and eternal grace; the power to rest in His unfailing love for us, 

and then to rise to our calling in Him. 

Tuesday, March 1, 2016 

Come serve our community and help  
re-stock the food pantry!! 

 

We will meet at the                         
Golden Gate Senior Center located at 
4898 Coronado Pkwy., Naples 34116 

 

Call Carol Griffin if you have questions 
or plan to attend. 630-853-3625 

http://biblehub.com/luke/10-38.htm
http://biblehub.com/luke/10-39.htm
http://biblehub.com/luke/10-40.htm
http://biblehub.com/luke/10-41.htm
http://biblehub.com/luke/10-42.htm


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pat Thompson  2/1 

Beatriz Legra  2/2 

Trisha Denson  2/3 

Byrnadine Lawson 2/3 

Megan Olson  2/3 

Gwendolyn Poppins 2/3 

Bruce Anderson  2/4 

Maggie Moxam  2/4 

Robert Smythe  2/4 

Carol Golly  2/5 

Leonard Bohm  2/6 

Chris Jarosz  2/6 

Mary Kramer  2/6 

JoAnne Nebus  2/6 

Norman Smilek  2/6 

Connie Bettinger 2/7 

Richard Jordan  2/7 

Randy Shrock  2/7 

Donald Hubbard 2/8 

Denise Perez  2/8 

Carolyn Searfoss 2/8 

Bill Maitland  2/9 

LaVon Mattson  2/9 

Gregory Speers  2/10 

Barbara Crouse  2/11 

George Hussey  2/11 

Harriet Bender  2/12 

Michele Micieli  2/12 

Betty Stattine  2/12 

Shirley Joyce  2/13 

Maria Madrigal  2/14 

Jadon Poppins  2/14 

Max Thurston  2/14 

Betty Reagan  2/16 

Marni Surdy  2/17 

Corey Anderson 2/18 

Shirley Ludwig  2/19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Judith Glover  2/21 

Patricia Price  2/21 

Kathy Baginski  2/22 

William Rennie  2/22 

Sylvia Smith  2/22 

Rina Watler  2/22 

Jo Yates  2/22 

James Bitting  2/23 

Dorothea Bunker 2/23 

Richard Mills  2/23 

Robert Simmons 2/23 

Mary Lou Grimes 2/24 

Roberta Hubbard 2/24 

Doris Luther  2/24 

Ed Williams  2/24 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adam Crown  2/25 

Armando Fernandez 2/25 

Mike Harrison  2/26 

Jennie Perez  2/26 

Gladys Soderborg 2/26 

Christopher Wilson 2/26 

Olga Blanco  2/27 

Julia Crouse  2/27 

Nita Leftwich  2/27 

Harold Kreager  2/28 

 

Please join us at the upcoming Dress A Girl project, on Saturday, 

February 6th from 9am until 12 Noon in Elsey Hall, where we will 

continue to work on T-Shirt dresses for children in Haiti.  All are 

welcome; you need not have sewing skills!  If you cannot attend 

and would like to help by donating supplies, we are in need of 

girl’s T-Shirts in children’s sizes and printed fabrics in 1 to 1.5 yard 

lengths, which you can place in the Narthex or bring by the church 

office.  If you have any questions, please call Joan Hemelt                                    at 239-774-

4696. 

February  Birthdays 

Donna Farnham-Irelan ~ December 31, 2015 

James Hanley ~ December 31, 2015 

Saralynn Sullivan ~ January 8, 2016 

Anna M. Roemer ~ January 21, 2016 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT OUR CONFERENCE RETREAT CENTER THIS YEAR 

As we get 2016 going, I want to let you know of some of the many offerings at our conference camp in Leesburg.  

 YOGA CHAPEL RETREAT February 5th-7th  Renew your mind, body and spirit with a weekend of yoga, medita-
tion, prayer and worship. Open to beginners and experienced practitioners! 

 SPIRITUAL GIFTS RETREAT April 15th-17th 

 THE MARY RETREAT for women April 22nd-24th or November 11th-13th   A women’s Sabbath weekend 

And at the Warren Willis Camp in Leesburg: 

 DAD AND ME WEEKEND April 15th-17th 

 CREATED BY GOD April 22nd-24th Created by God is a comprehensive, faith-based study of human sexuality 
for 5th graders and their parents or guardians.  

 GRANDPARENTS AND ME WEEKEND June 27th-30th and July 18th-21st 

 FAMILY CAMP July 22nd-24th and July 29th-31st 

 MOM AND ME WEEKEND September 16th-18th 

       If you are interested in any of these, please see me ~ Elaine 
 

There is also a great sounding MEN’S conference, IRON SHARPENS IRON MEN’S EQUIPPING CONFERENCE, 
March 12th, 8:45-4:55 in our own backyard: Faith UMC in Ft. Myers.  

 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU, GETTING TO KNOW ALL ABOUT YOU! 

Before we moved to East Naples UMC, Jim and Diane Bitting were in charge of a ministry that encouraged the 
hospitality of sharing a meal together as a way for us to get to know each other better.  I have heard many of 
you say over our time here that this was something that you really enjoyed, so we would like to bring this back. 
This is how it works. There will be grids in the narthex and by the parking lot door with 8 spaces on them.  You 
would put your name in a grid along with 7 other people.  This could include individuals, couples, or friends but 
make sure that you sign up with some people that you do not yet know or know well as the point of this ministry 
is getting to know others better.  Also put a contact phone number.  Someone in the group will call the others 
and help plan the first meal, either at a restaurant or at someone’s home. Then, you can plan the next meal to-
gether at that time.  I call this “8 by 3” as the eight people could get to-
gether once a month during season, February, March and April.  Next 
year, having made new friends in 2016, you could sign up with a whole 
new set of people and get to know even more people.  So, look for the 
grids and sign up now! 

 

Come and Celebrate LOVE! 

During our snowbird season, we would like to 
offer another opportunity to get together as a 
congregation for a meal. On Friday, February 12, 

we will have a catered meal to celebrate God’s love for us, our love for 
God and our love for each other.  EVERYONE is welcome and encouraged 
to come.  We will gather at 6:00 PM to eat followed by some entertain-
ment.  Reservations will be important to ensure a meal.  More to come! 

       This acrostic is my love letter to the church for Valentine’s Day!  
             Elaine 

from Elaine’s pen... 



We had a wonderful concert by the Burchfield Brothers on January 10th.  If you missed 
it, you really missed a great afternoon of entertainment and laughter! 
 
Our next concert is February 14th at 3:00pm by Three for All----our wonderful trio made 
up of Ivy Peden, Clayton Brown, and Karen Mason.  They are going to bring us an after-
noon of Broadway hits.  See you there!!!! 
 

March will usher in the last of our concerts for the year with Jodie DeSalvo and Mary McDonald.  Mary is a world-
famous composer/arranger who plays the piano as well as Jodie.  We will also feature our choir on some of Mary’s 
anthems with both of the artists playing.  There will be dueling on piano/piano and piano/organ.  Don’t miss this last 
one!  It will be a doozy! 
 
The Chancel Choir is working hard on their Easter music along with the concert music.  There is never a down time, it 
seems.  I just want to take a minute to thank the choir for the Christmas concert.  They sang the best they have ever 
done---and we had a blast.  They rose to the occasion and entertained and wowed the packed house!  Thank you! 
 
The Learning Center children are already working on their graduation program.  It really takes a long time for their 
little minds to absorb all the music and lyrics.  One piece is 10 minutes long!!!!  More on that later. 
 
The time has come for Howard and me to retire.  We plan to retire and be finished here at church with these won-
derful jobs in May of this year.  We have plans to move to eastern Tennessee---back to the mountains----and closer 
to some family.  Thank you for allowing us to serve here at ENUMC---and for becoming our church home.  A church is 
not something you go to---it’s a family you belong to!  Thank you for being our family. 

Walk to Emmaus 

The Walk to Emmaus is a 72 hours spiritual experience, a highly structured weekend, 
which takes a New Testament look at Christianity as a lifestyle.  The program is designed 
to strengthen and renew the faith of Christian people and through them their families, 
congregations and the world.      

If you are interested in more information or participating in an Emmaus weekend, please 
contact Kris Clemmensen (krisclem@comcast.net or 239-331-4889).   

The next weekends in our area are scheduled for May 5-8 for Men and May 12-15 for Women. 

BARGAIN NOOK NEWS 

What a great year we had!  Our total sales after expenses of $370.91 were 
$44,634.04.  Thanks so much to our donations and our wonderful volunteers; we 
couldn't do it without both! 

We are in desperate need of jewelry.  It is the first thing many of our buyers look 
for when they come in.  We are also always in need of towels, kitchen items and 

linens.  Also, we do not have any bikes right now to sell.   

The extra patio area has been a big help, we are able to have some of the bigger items out there. 

           Stop by and see us, 
           Carol McElroy 

Dear East Naples Church Family: 

Thank you so much for your expressions of love and comfort due to the death of 
my husband, Bill: the cards, calls, memorial gifts, prayers, thoughts, and hugs—
especially the hugs.                                                                     

      Your Sister in Christ, 

      Betty Hunter 

YOUTH GROUP NEWS 

Summer Camp 2016:  It is almost that time again to sign up for camp.  I am working on putting 

together the registration materials and finalizing the details. 

 

 30-Hour Famine:  The youth will be bringing home more information about this event from the 

lock in.  I will also be sending out complete information in next week in the weekly email.   To give 
you a brief overview, 30-Hour Famine is a program put together through World Vision that brings to life the world-
wide problem of hunger in children and youth.  Our youth will 
take part in the program and will participate in numerous           
activities and a service project as part of the event.  They will also 
take part in a supervised 30 hour fast that is part of the overall 
program.  I will be having a parent meeting in early February prior 
to youth group to share more information with you.  If you have 
any questions before that meeting please let me know and I will 
gladly answer them and share more about the program. 

You can reach me via email at Youth@enaples.org.     

Derek, Director of Youth 

YOUNG WOMEN’S GROUP 

Our next meeting will be in Elsey Hall on February 13th at 1p.m.  I look forward to seeing 
you all there.  Please feel free to bring a friend.  We will have a devotional with tea and 
treats, as well as time to discuss anything for which you may need moral support or just 
time to chit chat and get to know one another better.  If you have any questions, don't 
hesitate to call me at 571-0923.      Blessings, 
        Anna Tea 

 

 Monday, March 7— Please join us for our “Call to Prayer & 

Self-Denial Meeting” in the Fellowship Hall at 11:00 followed by a 

salad potluck luncheon and a “chat” with Pastor Dana MacMillan.      

 Monday, April 4—Summer Farewell Luncheon at 11:30am at 

Erin’s Isle Restaurant.  Please call Brenda Shaw at 793-3440 or 

Shirley Joyce at 793-2055 if you plan to attend.   

                        All women are welcome to attend these upcoming UMW Events! 

Upcoming UMW Events 

mailto:krisclem@comcast.net

