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“And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still 

in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are 

lost. If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all people 

most to be pitied. 

But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead...” 

(1 Corinthians 15:17-20) 
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March 2016 

March 3 

Book Club Meeting—6pm 

March 4 

Hockey Game 

March 5 

CPR Training—9am 

March 6 

Dueling Pianos Concert—3pm  

March 7 

UMW Meeting—11am 

March 20  

Palm Sunday 

March 21 

Game Night—5:30pm 

March 22 

Lenten Study—6pm 

March 23  

Jews for Jesus—6pm 

March 24 

Maundy Thursday Service—7pm 

March 25 

Good Friday Service—Noon 

March 26 & 27 

Easter Celebration Services 

Dear Friends, 

 As we move into the month of March, there are so many things going 
on.   There’s the Book Club discussion on Adam Hamilton’s book, Seeing 
Gray in a World of Black and White on Thursday, March 3, at 6:00 in Elsey 
Hall.  There is what I’m sure will  be an outstanding concert on Sunday, 
March 6 at 3:00 in the sanctuary, featuring Mary McDonald and Jodie De-
Salvo.  I’ll be speaking at Lenten Soup for the Soul at noon on March 9 at 
Unity Church.  We’re very excited about our contemporary worship services 
on Saturday evenings in our sanctuary at 6:30.   

We have a couple of sports activities in March.  We will be going to 
an Everblades hockey game on Friday, March 4 and plans are being made 
to attend a spring training baseball game.  It appears that the spring training 
game that we’ll be going to will be on Monday, March 21, between the Min-
nesota Twins and the Pittsburgh Pirates.  The game will be at 1:05 at Ham-
mond Stadium.  We can get seats in the outfield at the bargain price of 
$7.00!  If you’re interested give me a call at the church office (239-774-
4696). 

 But, of course, the big thing about March this year is Holy Week and 
Easter.  I’ll be out of town the weekend of March 19-20, but Pastor Dana will 
be bringing our message on that Palm Sunday weekend and getting the Ho-
ly Week started.  It will probably be necessary to move the last meeting of 
our Lenten study, Jesus: Understanding His Death and Resurrection, from 
Wednesday to Tuesday, March 22 at 6:00 because on Wednesday, March 
23, we will have a special presentation by Jews for Jesus, Christ in the 
Passover, at 6:00 in the sanctuary.  This presentation shows the link be-
tween the ancient Festival of Redemption and Christ as the Lamb of God.  
We plan to have a Maundy Thursday service at 7:00 in the sanctuary on 
Thursday evening, March 24.  We will be uniting with several other churches 
in our sanctuary at noon on Friday, March 25, for a Good Friday service.  
More information on these services will be forthcoming.  Then, we will have 
the glorious celebration of the resurrection of our Lord at the Easter week-
end services at 6:30 on Saturday night, March 26, and on Easter Sunday, 
March 27, at 8:00, 9:30, and 11:00.  

 We hope that you will be able to join us in the month of March at 
ENUMC in fun activities and in worship.  

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Jim 



CHILDREN AND EASTERTIDE 

Our church loves their children. We are looking forward to seeing them come in to 

worship waving the palm branches on Palm Sunday. Please have the children meet in 

the narthex 10 minutes before worship begins for both 9:30 and 11AM services.  

 

The children will also be celebrating Easter during the 11AM worship service Easter 

Sunday. They will be in the Fellowship Hall after the Children’s Chat and will have 

their egg hunt after the service.  We look forward to seeing them in all their cute-

ness!  Please bring a basket for the egg hunt! 

 

VOLUNTEERS OPPORTUNITIES: We will need candy donations for the egg hunt. Please choose 

candy that is wrapped and will fit in the plastic eggs. No chocolate, please. The collection basket will 

appear in the narthex the first Sunday in March. 
 

 We will need volunteers to help decorate Fellowship Hall and stuff eggs at 10AM the Saturday 

before Easter.  
 

 We will need volunteers to bring cookies for the Easter celebration. 
 

 We will need volunteers to help with the children in Fellowship Hall during the 11AM service on Easter.  
 

Look for the sign up sheets in Fellowship Hall.  

Scholarship News 
The 2016 East Naples United Methodist Church scholarship application will be available 
March 15, 2016.  The applications will be emailed to eligible students and posted on the 
church website.  You may also pick up an application in the church office after March 15th.  
Questions?  Please see Danielle Poff or email her at raspiwave@aol.com. 
 
Do you want some help funding your college education?  

If so, a Sinclair Scholarship might be right for you. If you are a member of a United Methodist church and 
plan to attend a Florida or United Methodist college or university, you may be eligible.  Sinclair scholarships 
are awarded on the basis of church and community service and academic performance. They are intended 
for incoming, first-year students who plan to begin classes in the fall of 2016. Awards range from $2,000 to 
$3,000 each year and are renewable for up to three additional years provided the student remains in good 
standing with his or her school.  
Scholarship applications, guidelines and financial worksheets are available on the Florida United Methodist 
Foundation’s website at www.fumf.org or may be obtained by calling the foundation at 866-363-9673 (toll-
free).    The deadline to apply is March 31, 2016. 

Mark your calendars for March 6th when the NEW Dueling Pianos takes place!                  

Mary McDonald and Jodie DeSalvo will square off with the choir for an afternoon of toe-
tapping, hand-clapping, fasten-your-seatbelt music on two pianos, an organ and vocals you 
can’t imagine!  This is the last concert of the year for this season, so come out and enjoy your-
selves!  The door will open at 2:00, and the music will begin at 3:00! 
 
 

The Chancel Choir is hard at work on their Easter season music.  We always look forward to Holy Week because of 

the celebration of Easter morning and the beautiful music we love to sing to lead in worship.  Thank you for that   

privilege.  Hope will be singing that week, too.   

 
The Learning Center children----specifically the VPK ones–-are hard at work on their graduation music and activities.  
Watch for the date for that program---this will be a sanctuary full of cuteness you do not want to miss! 
 

Watch the Sunday bulletins for another Live Wires outing.  We’re going to take the bus again to Coconut Point for 

lunch and a little shopping.  More information will be coming soon. 
          Linda Matthews 
          Director of Music 

HOSPITALITY 

Do you have the gift of hospitality, helps or administration? Do you love planning 
dinners, events, outings, trips? Do you like to set up and decorate or clean up? Are 
you a sports fan or do you like to have adventure and take trips? Then I have a 
team for you! We are trying to put together a hospitality team who can plan and 
execute such events listed below. This has the potential to be a fun group offering 
fun times to the congregation and friends. If this sounds like something you would 
like to be a part of, please let us know in the church office. Thanks. 
 

CALLING ALL NURSES 

As you may know, NCH is working toward making Collier County a Blue Zone for 
health in the next 7 years. We have an opportunity at East Naples UMC to partner 
in this program. Danielle Poff has attended one of the meetings and gotten the in-
formation for making this happen.  In looking over the information, we could totally 
do this and have a healthier congregation.  If this sounds like something you would 
like to work toward, please contact the church office to be a part of this exciting 
program. 
 

TO A MYSTERY SNOWBIRD 

Thanks to the mystery man who paid for our dinner at Captain Marco’s in February. 
We were so surprised as we waited for our check only to find out it had been       
covered. What a nice and unexpected gesture! Blessings, Elaine and Jim 

EPWORTH BY THE SEA, the retreat center of the South Georgia Conference of the  

United Methodist Church is offering a retreat called Golden Memories in the Golden Isles from May 16th to the 19th. 
Registration includes 3 nights’ lodging, 8 meals and all scheduled activities.  Activities include tours of local plantations, 
Jekyll Island,     St. Simons Island, a Victorian Tea Buffet, talks on Wesley’s time in this area and a local historical family, 
time in the museum at the retreat center and a movie. For more information, see Elaine. 

 

By the time you read this, many 

of you with email addresses will 

have received an invitation for 

RightNow Media. I hope you 

have set up an account and 

looked at all the opportunities 

for learning made available to 

you. We have engaged this 

company for a year’s trial to see 

how much we will use this at the 

church and how our congrega-

tion likes and uses the resources 

at home.  We are using it in 

some of our Sunday School 

classes, and Christian Sisters is 

studying the book of Ruth 

through this company.  

    If you try a resource out, let 

me know how you like or dislike 

the offering. Thanks, Elaine 

Come join us for fun, fellowship, food and GAMES!!  

We will gather in Fellowship Hall on Monday,    

March 21st from 5:30-7:30pm.  Please bring a dish to 

share for dinner.  Call or email Danielle Poff if you 

are planning to attend so we have a headcount.  We look forward to lots of 

laughter and fun!  Email: raspiwave@aol.com or phone: 239.403.8855. 

mailto:raspiwave@aol.com


Strong Tower: Saturday Night Worship Service Update 

Diane Pingle ~ January 28, 2106 

Arden Berndt ~ February 3, 2016 

Ann Berndt ~ February 11, 2016 

MARCH  

 BIRTHDAYS 

Address Change:  

Roberta Horsewood has moved north permanently.   

Her address is:   

143 Chestnut Lane 

Versailles, KY  40383 

Rosie Hatwell gave birth to a sweet 

baby boy named Michael Robert on 

Tuesday, Feb. 9th!   Christopher is 

the proud papa and David the 

proud big brother!   

Becky & George Kokkinos,       

grandparents, and Rosie & Harold Hall, great

-grandparents are delighted!  May God Bless 

the newest member of your family!  

WHAT HAPPENED TO SALTY SERVICE?  The conference has tweaked 
the definition of Salty Service to include those serving through church 
ministries to the community. This is a way to better determine the 
health of our churches. Therefore, when we do something in or for our 
community, we will count those who participate. This will include such 
activities as stocking the food pantry, Habitat, and Fall Festival.  

SERVICE OPPORTUNITY:  

BEREAVEMENT MEAL COORDINATOR 

East Naples has been blessed for many years with the ability to 
serve the reception meal for families and guests after Celebra-
tion of Life services.  We have a wonderful group of dedicated 
women who delight in providing this comfort at such a difficult 
time. They have been led by their devoted leader, Shirley Swan.  
Recently, Shirley has tendered her   resignation of this position.  
For this reason, we are searching for someone to step in and fill 
her void.  Sadly, without someone to lead, we will no longer be 
able to offer this service.  If you have the gift of hospitality and 
feel the nudge to learn more, please contact Pastor Jim at 
ENUMC, 774-4696.   

Lowell Momberg  3/1 

Virginia Nagy  3/1 

Nora Weibling  3/1 

Newton Ale  3/2 

Nicole Rennie  3/3 

Brittanny Harrison 3/4 

Henry Lehman  3/5 

Jack Moore  3/5 

Harriet Bush  3/6 

Elsie Gonzalez  3/6 

Christopher Hatwell 3/6 

Lowell Hone  3/6 

Joyce Snell  3/6 

Daryl Digirolamo 3/8 

Frances Lewis  3/8 

Mary Beth Rabe  3/8 

Becky Estes  3/9 

Lois Ruffner  3/9 

Herbert  Mc Masters 3/10 

Hulene Clark  3/11 

Lillian Nickerson 3/11 

William Grimes  3/13 

Barbara Young  3/13 

Linda Crown  3/14 

David Golly  3/15 

Betty Miller  3/15 

Richard Wilson  3/15 

Lazaro Armenteros 3/16 

Brenda Hawkins  3/16 

Noemi Suarez  3/16 

Shirley Bernhardt 3/17 

Mayelyn Garcia  3/17 

Elsie Hawkins  3/17 

Olivia DeSavigny 3/18 

Nancy Moore  3/18 

Andres Torres  3/18 

James Manley  3/19 

Earl Shields  3/19 

Sandra Beaumont 3/20 

Amanda Hallenbeck 3/20 

Dorothy Krimski  3/20 

Lois Haney  3/22 

Christopher Proenza 3/22 

Ernest Garofano  3/23 

Betty Hunter  3/23 

Warren Searfoss  3/23 

Shirley Swan  3/24 

Kylie Hawkins  3/25 

Kyle Zech  3/25 

Richard Estes  3/29 

Sarah Hoag  3/29 

Gary Davis  3/30 

Marvel Thomason 3/30 

David Heasley  3/31 

The Strong Tower Saturday evening Worship Service is in full swing and has been 

averaging between 57-97 people each service. The worship is contemporary in 

form, but the message is one of praise and adoration, as the goal each night is to 

seek and abide in the presence of God and to worship Him through song, word, 

prayer, communion, fellowship and giving. The atmosphere is very relaxed, and 

each night has welcomed new faces. We are grateful to the Lord for blessing this 

endeavor which from its inception purposed to Glorify Him. We are so thankful 

for the dedicated leadership team and worship band who have been so faithful in 

offering gifts and talents in helping this service become what it was meant to be, 

a sanctuary for rest and peace in the presence of the Almighty. Please join us 

each Saturday night in the sanctuary at 6:30PM.        Pastor Dana MacMillan 

VIPS’s of ENUMC:  There are many, many people who graciously serve at East Naples 

each and every week, and I would like to take a moment to thank a few of them.  Our 

Pew Perfectors, Polly Perry and Beryl Melucci serve along with Beth Thompson and her 

granddaughters, Brooke and Kylie.  Beryl also organizes our worship service Greeters 

each month.  Thank you ladies for keeping our Sanctuary tidy and welcoming  for      

worship!  We appreciate you!   

Also, Joan Hemelt and I recently had the opportunity to lunch with our Office Reception 

Volunteers:  Fran Lewis, June Collins, Dana Reeves, Shirley Swan, Rae Brown, and  Billie 

Kirkpatrick (not pictured).  These ladies bring a wealth of 

skills and “wit” each week to our office as they help visitors,  

callers and staff.  You are a joy on the       journey!   

  With Heartfelt Gratitude, Dawn Huerta 

Pastor Jim & Elaine are 

officially grandparents!    

Beautiful Penda Elizabeth 

Pavon was born to          

Albert & Jenni Pavon on 

Tuesday, Feb. 23rd!  Congratulations to your 

family!   



Monday, March 7— Join us     

for our “Call to Prayer &        

Self-Denial Meeting” in the  

Fellowship Hall at 11:00am 

where we will serve a simple 

broth and Pastor Dana will 

speak to us about the             

Holy Spirit.  

Monday, April 4—Summer 

Farewell Luncheon at 11:30am 

at Erin’s Isle Restaurant at the 

Hibiscus Golf Course.  If you 

plan to attend, please call   

Brenda Shaw at 793-3440 or 

Shirley Joyce at 793-2055.   

 

The Challenge of Change 

“I will not leave you comfortless, I will come to you. Soon the world will no longer see me, but 
you will see me. Since I live, you also will live. When I am raised to life again, you will know 

that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you.”  
John 14:18-20 

Change is inevitable. Some spontaneous types of individuals welcome change, but most peo-
ple do not like it; change is unfamiliar, unsettling, and downright uncomfortable. As Jesus was 

preparing his disciples for His departure from this earth, He addressed the changes they 
would encounter. He warned that they would face trials, but He also promised they 
would not face them alone, without help and comfort. Jesus was encouraging them that 
He would always be with them in the empowering presence of His Holy Spirit. 

In her devotional Jesus Calling, Sarah Young imparts a poignant Word from the Lord: “Do not be weighed down 
with problems and unresolved issues, for I am your burden- bearer. In the world you have trials and distress, but 
don’t let them get you down. I have conquered the world and deprived it of power to harm you. In Me you may 
have confident peace.” 

We cannot escape change in this life and the discomfort associated with it. Some of its good, and some of it 
hurtful. But in all of it we can know a constant abiding Peace in the presence of our comforter. He can hide you 
in the sanctuary of His presence today.  Despite the inevitability of change in our lives, Jesus is our one constant 
in a world of inconsistencies. 

Associate Pastor 

Dana MacMillan 

Dana@enaples.org   

2015 Mission Year End Report – Your ongoing generous support of the Mis-

sion and Outreach program of East Naples UMC have been amazing!  

We collected $39,000 in monetary donations for projects that helped 

God’s people.  There were hundreds of individuals who participated on 

behalf of the church in ministries that intend to transform people in our 

local community, the region and world.  Some volunteered at local food pantries or Habitat for 

Humanity, some filled and sent Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes around the world or 

bought gifts for those in need in our community.  We filled the grocery cart in our Narthex 32 

times with food that was distributed to our local food banks.  You are the hands, feet and heart 

of God.  Thank you! 
 

Thank you so much for your support of Souper Bowl of Caring. We collected $186 which was    

donated to the Harry Chapin Food Bank. Every $1 donated to Harry Chapin can provide $6 

worth of food to our local community.  The 75 cans of soup and other foods were taken to a   

local Food Bank. 
   

The Dress A Girl event on Feb. 6 had 11 volunteers attend and work to finish 22 t-shirt dresses and 

they have sixteen dresses in process.  Three people brought their sewing machines and many 

others were busy cutting, pinning and decorating. Your continued support of this project is 

greatly appreciated.    

 

Your donation to One Great Hour of Sharing enables the United Methodist Committee 

on Relief (UMCOR) to serve children, families and communities when disaster strikes.  

The offering provides administrative support for UMCOR so that every dollar donated 

to specific UMCOR projects goes directly to support those in need.  We will collect our 

One Great Hour of Sharing offering on Sunday, March 6.  Please mark your contribu-

tion with “OGHS” or “UMCOR”. 
 

Mission of the Month for March – ECHO is a global Christian organization that equips people with         

agricultural resources and skills to reduce hunger and improve the lives of the poor.  They gather solutions from 

around the world that are solving hunger problems and disseminate this information to others.  These solutions       

promote sustainable farming techniques, nutritional plants, and appropriate technologies.  ECHO’s helps those who 

are teaching farmers around the world know how to be more effective in producing enough to meet the needs of 

their families and their communities.  They in turn teach others and the ECHO effect continues!  ECHO has been    

doing this for 33 years.  Since all of their funds come from caring individuals like us, they work very hard to keep their 

expenses low.  Charity Navigator gave them a Four Star rating.   

 

There are three ways we can help: 1) Pray for support of ECHO so they can 

continue to fund projects and programs, such as sending seeds around the 

world and developing regional offices in Asia and Africa.  2) Support Echo     

financially and 3) Spread the word about ECHO and their work to those you 

know. Check out ECHO at www.echonet.org.  It is a fascinating organization 

right in our own backyard – located in North Ft. Myers.   

Truth & Grace Ministries, Inc. 
Pastoral Care, Counseling & Prayer Ministry 

Rev. Dana MacMillan, MA. M.Div.  

Pastoral Counselor 

East Naples United Methodist Church 

dana@enumc.org / truthandgrace@comcast.net 

Church office (239) 774- 4696 x 213 / (239) 398-4398  

Christ said that you would know the truth and that the truth would set you free (John 8:32). Yet each day,    

Christians are struggling to become free; free from anxiety, fear, depression, anger, worry, doubt, bitterness; 

free from sin’s powerful grasp on their lives; free from behavior that might be destroying their work or relation-

ships; free from empty religiosity. Truth & Grace Ministries employs a method of counseling utilizing Biblical, 

Christ-centered principles. The goal of Truth & Grace Ministries is to help people to walk in freedom from      

emotional pain and its effects and to help believers to experience the reality of their new identity in Christ;         

separating the truth from the lies of shame, guilt or fear etc., that produce emotional pain, and keep them from 

walking in freedom in Christ. 

“It was for freedom that Christ set us free…Gal. 5:1” 

http://www.echonet.org
mailto:dana@enumc.org%20/

