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Dear Friends,
Some of you know that I belong to a sort of unofficial “ministerial association” here in Naples. We are a group
of ministers who meet for lunch once a month at Spanky’s. We are certainly an ecumenical group- including
representatives from the Methodist, Presbyterian, Episcopal, Lutheran, United Church of Christ, Catholic, Unity, and
Seventh Day Adventist traditions, with some others dropping in occasionally. We have joined together on a few
occasions for worship. We have had a couple of Thanksgiving services together since I’ve been here as well as a few
others. One of the ministers from the group, Jim Kirk of Lely Presbyterian (who has since moved on to another
position in the Presbyterian Church) and I had a pulpit exchange last year. They are a great group of ministers and I
enjoy fellowshipping with them.
So much activity in Naples happens during “the season,” including most of the concerts. You may remember
that in August of last year, our ministerial group put together a fund raising concert for Habitat for Humanity at
Mayflower UCC. We thought it would a good concert opportunity for the “year-rounders” as well as a way to raise
money for a good cause. It went great. It was such a success that we’re back at it again this year and, even better,
ENUMC gets to be the host!
On Sunday, September 18, at 3:00 we will have a concert to benefit our neighbor, St. Matthew’s House. It
should be a great afternoon of music from a wonderful group of music ministers, including our own Brent Nicholas, as
well as Jodie DeSalvo, Taylor Ferranti, Tony and Michele Falco, Kendall Chaffee, Eleanor Phelps, Megan Cianflone, as
well as other performers. We also plan to have music provided by some folks connected to Justin’s Place, testimony,
and a word from Van Ellison of St. Matthew’s House. St. Matthew’s House Catering will also provide a light reception
following the concert.
Please make plans to come out, and invite someone, to this event that serves to unite Christians in a good (and
entertaining) effort to raise money for a worthwhile ministry, St. Matthew’s House. If you have any questions about
the event, don’t hesitate to get in contact with me.
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Jim Thomas

COUNSELING SERVICES

Christian Education News

The goal of Truth & Grace Ministries is to help people to walk in
freedom from
emotional pain and its effects and to help believers to experience the reality of their
new identity in Christ; separating the truth from the lies of shame, guilt or fear etc.,
that produce emotional pain, and keep them from walking in freedom in Christ.

from Elaine Thomas

“It was for freedom that Christ set us free…Gal. 5:1”

I love being Methodist! It fits me as I try to understand my faith and grow in my walk with Christ. It helps me to
know that saints in the faith like John Wesley have some of the same struggles that I have and just like the saints of Scripture, God continues to use the flawed. Thanks be to God for that. Wesley always wanted the very best for his Anglican
Church. This reminds me of Jim, who always wants what is best for East Naples. I can remember coming to East Naples 7
years ago and seeing so much good and also seeing so much potential for greater good. I still feel that way about East Naples.
You might remember a quote by Wesley from one of our sermons this past month. It goes like this:
“Do all the good you can. By all the means you can. In all the ways you can. In all the places you can. At all the
times you can. To all the people you can. As long as ever you can.”
I just finished reading the newspaper this morning. I think there are a lot of people who need to hear that quote.
Wait, not just hear it but be doers of it. But I would be remiss if I did not look at myself. From the time my feet hit the floor
till the time I put them back under the covers, how often do I completely follow this quote in the course of a day? It is
hard. Thoughts are so illusive and can be so negative. Words spill out of my mouth and sometimes even I can’t believe I
said them. They are less than good. Intentions are good but action is lacking. Yes, we are human and God uses the flawed.
But, I charge you to remember this quote and for the next month, try to put it into practice. I plan to! We can help change
the world…one person at a time…US!
As I close, my thoughts go to two of our staff that I want to mention. Derek Clemmensen has stepped down as
youth worker due to increased work expectations and a second child. I wish him many blessings in his role as model for
young people in his job and in his greatest role as Daddy and spouse to his children’s mother! This means the search has
been on for his replacement. I am excited to begin working with Gabriel Cintron and I welcome him to our church family.
Also, I want to thank Kris Chisholm for a great first VBS as children’s worker. This is a huge task and she came on
board behind the usual planning schedule. In spite of this, she did an amazing job and VBS was a smashing success. Way
to go Kris!

Contact Rev. Dana MacMillan, MA. M.Div. at 774-4696 or 398-4398

Persistence in Prayer: Our Means to Greater Intimacy with the Lord.
“And so I tell you, keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. Keep on seeking, and you will find.
Keep on knocking, and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks, receives. Everyone who
seeks, finds. And to everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.” Luke 11: 9-10 (NLT).
David sought the Lord in this manner: in Psalm 27 he writes; “One thing I have desired of the Lord, that will I
seek: That I may dwell in the house (presence) of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the
Lord, and to inquire in His temple” (Psalm 27:4, NKJV). David desired God, and sought to dwell in His presence and discover the Lord’s beauty and ask questions, to learn of His will and ways. If you read the Psalms,
pursuing God was a constant theme in his writing. Based on David's relationship with the Lord, I believe he
found what he persistently sought after and asked for; God opened the door to intimacy.
Like David we can desire that intimacy with our Creator. When we seek Him and come know Him, we will
find peace in His presence, and come to find out who we are In Him.
Dana MacMillan MA, M Div.
Associate Pastor

Future world changers were recognized at church. These are our kids who are going up to the next class in Sunday
School. They are: Theresa Dantus, Tori Poff, Amber Williams to the Middle School/High School class; Tyler Delashmet, Jaelle Juste who are going to the upper elementary class and received their 3rd grade Bibles; and Dalton Berg, Maddox who
are moving out of the nursery and into the early elementary class and children’s church. Congratulations!

Blessings and do lots of good,
Elaine

Thank you to our all-female usher team that served us in the
month of August. Pictured are:
From left: Barbara Ray, Danielle Poff, Polly Perry, Carol McElroy,
and Beryl Melucci, Doris Mellon (Not Pictured-Patsy Vaughn, Sue
Dossinger, Jaime Williams, and Linda Yeager)

STRONG TOWER
CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP SERVICE
SATURDAY, 6:30pm
We invite you to worship with us each Saturday evening at 6:30 PM.
Invite a friend to our time of welcoming worship and teaching.
Please feel free to call Pastor Dana or Pastor Jim at 774-4696 if you have
questions or have a need you would like to share.

“I Will Follow” by Chris Tomlin
http://youtu.be/g02mOpdNDtY
“Forever” by Kari Jobe
https://youtu.be/huFra1mnIVE
“Shout to the Lord” by Darlene Zschech
https://youtu.be/gn5CMSSAx_c

NOTES FROM THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT

“Lead Me to The Cross” by Hillsong

We will be hosting a benefit concert for St. Matthew’s House on September 18 th @ 3pm in our sanctuary. Participating churches include Unity Church of Naples, Mayflower Congregational United Church of Christ, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Shepherd of the Glades Lutheran Church, Lely Presbyterian Church, and East Naples United Methodist Church. Each church will be providing special music selections from Broadway and Classical to Praise and Worship. We hope you will plan on attending and supporting this very important outreach in our community.
The Chancel Choir will be rehearsing weekly starting on September 7th from 7-9 pm. We are always looking for
new singers to join us who want to sing for the Lord each week, help lead in worship, and want to have fun on
Wednesday nights. If you are thinking about joining us, please give Brent a call – or JUST SHOW UP!!! Hope to see
you there!!!

https://youtu.be/d_24IdbJ0Tw

There has been some interest in hand bells. If you can read music and are interested in ringing hand bells, please
let Brent know – he’s taking names! Depending on number of people interested, we’re thinking of establishing a
hand bell choir(s).
Brent Nicholas

COMING SOON!
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18TH,
2016 @ 3 PM.
ST.

Meals of Hope in August went well.
Good crowd picking up lots of fresh vegetables etc.
ENUMC workers were: Emily Seager, Danielle Poff, Mallory Poff, and Carol Griffin.
The next Meals of Hope will be October
11th. Please contact Carol Griffin
@
630-853-3625 if you are available to
unteer.

vol-

“Amazing Grace (My Chains are Gone)” by Chris Tomlin

This summer has been a very productive season in regards to teaching and counseling. Wednesday classes with the Justin’s Place Women’s group has proven
very effective for the 18 -20 women that attend weekly. The staff at Justin’s Place has been very pleased with the women’s responses to the weekly studies so
much so that they have asked another study be added Monday mornings at 10am for women in the Transitional Tract of Justin’s Place. This group has now
been running for three weeks with a regular attendance of about 5 ladies who are in the later stages of the year long program. Also several of the women
have been sent to Truth & Grace Ministries here at the church for counseling and further individual discipleship. A group of 3-4 AW few others attend
throughout the week. They have been very positive and are all making great strides in their recovery and discipleship process. One of ladies, from Justin's
Place gave a great testimony last Sunday morning of how the Lord has been teaching her to trust Him and rest in His presence; one of the main topics of our
Wednesday classes.
I have also had the pleasure of teaching the Men’s Justin’s Place study at least once each month which has been a good time as they learn about their true
identity in Christ. The men have also been fairly regular in attendance at the Saturday Night Strong Tower Contemporary Worship services.
Truth & Grace Counseling Ministry has really taken off this summer. Besides the work with the Justin’s Place Women, several church members and
non-members have come in for counseling, prayer ministry and discipleship. God is doing a great work here, as folks are being healed from emotional pain
and able to walk in more freedom in who they are in Christ!
Strong Tower Contemporary Worship Service Report
The Saturday Night Strong Tower Contemporary Worship Service has continued to thrive and maintain attendance despite the summer season. The seasonal
slump in attendance was evident in the first part of the summer, however attendance has been steady and even grown some this season. Strong Tower
Contemporary Worship services average attendance has remained between 40-60 each Saturday night, and we continually meet new people in attendance
each night as the word gets out. The Justin’s Place men have been fairly regular in attendance at the Saturday Night services.
During VBS we had an attendance of 97 and working with Kris and the children’s ministers was fun as we combined efforts to bring a great outreach service
to the families who attended VBS. The Strong Tower Worship Band also took part in the Sunday services during this month’s camp meeting focus, and had a
great time leading both services in praise and worship.
--

Dana MacMillan

Those Who Serve @ East Naples UMC

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES AND INFORMATION AT ENUMC
September Mission of the Month - In many churches this is called the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund. It is the fund
that is used to help those in need, inside and outside our congregation. Over the years, we have helped get bills
paid when funds came up short for the month; we have assisted people in getting back home; we have provided
gift cards for the purchase of needed items. We have helped people in a number of ways, but we can only help
when we have the funds. We use discretion and make every effort to use the funds wisely. If you would like to
contribute so that our church can continue to help people, make your check to “ENUMC” and designate it for “The
Good Samaritan Fund.”
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October Mission of the Month
Shoeboxes are coming! Don’t forget to shop for “SALE” items to help fill your boxes – school supplies, soap, wash
cloths, toothbrushes, combs, hair supplies, hats, flip flops, underwear, socks, tshirts and toys.

CUBA CHURCHES – The Water Filters are coming.
On August 23 twenty-six water filtration systems will be delivered to Cuban
churches including Canamazo Methodist. Thank you so much for supporting this
life changing project. Please be in prayer for safe and problem free delivery of
these systems. These systems can provide
over 2,000
gallons of clean water per day. Installation,
instruction
and extra supplies will be provided.

Walk to Emmaus - The Walk to Emmaus is a 72 hours spiritual experience, a highly structured weekend, which
takes a New Testament look at Christianity as a lifestyle. The program is designed to strengthen and renew the
faith of Christian people and through them their families,
congregations and the world.
f you are interested in more information or participating in an Emmaus weekend, please contact Kris Clemmensen
(krisclem@comcast.net or 239-331-4889).
The next Emmaus Walks are

Video Technician

Michael Berg

You are invited for an evening of fellowship, laughter, and prayer on Thursday, Sept. 8th, 6-7:30 pm
in Elsey Hall. We are featuring photos (by our very own Anna Tea's Collection) of the Florida United Methodist
Conference Women's Retreats held at the Warren Willis Camp the last couple of years. There will be an audio
recording from the 2016 keynote speaker, Rev. Fawn Mikel, who brought many to tears of laughter and joy
through her incredible sense of humor.
Please sign up on the sheet in the Narthex. Coffee and dessert will be served. We hope you can join us!

This is a THANK YOU FOR ALL YOU DO corner. I have been on board
now for 3 months and am very happy here. My
experiences to
date have been nothing but extraordinary. veryone is so welcoming
and helpful. I wish to mention a special heartfelt thank you to the reception area volunteer staff who ‘mans’ the desk and window of the
church office and the newsletter volunteer group that meets once a
month to ‘put together’ this monthly paper you
receive. It is
quite a task and takes hours of time. So thank you…
Church Office Volunteers ~ June Collins, Fran Lewis, Rae Brown, Shirley
Swan, Dana Reeves, and Linda Yeager.
Newsletter Volunteers ~ Oral Ellard, Carol Griffin, Kathy Baginski, Kathy
Luark, June Collins, Dana & Cletus Reeves, Jack & Jo Yates & Linda
Yeager.
From the bottom of my heart...Mary Beth Farrelly

NOTES FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE

From Paul Clemmensen, Chairperson of the Finance Committee:
Greetings Members & Friends of ENUMC! We’re two thirds of the way through the year, children are back in
school (or the Learning Center), and we are starting our final set of annual activities. We are starting to look at
the budget for 2017 (YES, that is 2017), and trying to figure out how to end our year not falling any farther behind in our spending.
As far as the budget, the staff and teams are very good about keeping their expenses as tightly managed as
possible. But, keeping the income in line with expenses, that is a little more difficult. Summer and fall are always lean times for East Naples. Expenses continue without the helpful income from our seasonal friends &
family. We use a lot of A/C in the summer months, we have Vacation Bible Study to support, and we always
have some unexpected expenses to take care of. The Trustees have been working on removing termites from
the Education building, and we had some electronics damaged thanks to lightening. And we try to do all of this
while our attendance is at least 400 people fewer per week than during season.
As of the end of July we were running a deficit of $33,872. Which may not sound too bad out of a million dollar budget. But put it into terms we call all relate to: How would you pay your own bills if you were spending
5% more than you made? Eventually, your savings would be depleted. Your reserve would be gone. East Naples UMC is like a big family, and like your own family, we have to work hard to make enough to pay the bills.
We are asking you, our brothers and sisters, to help out our family. We are close to meeting our expenses,
but close only counts in Horseshoes. Last month we had a simple chart in the newsletter showing the steps (or
amount) we are at in our average weekly giving. All of us that give regularly are on one of these steps. You
could be at the $5 per week step, or the $50 per week step, or even the $100 per week. Only you and God
know which step you are standing on. Over the next few months, I will be communicating with you about
“Stepping up”. I am challenging everyone to dig deep, stretch as best you can, and move up one step. If you
are giving $20 per week, push it to $25. Please help your church, please help your church family!
Now ask yourself, “Can I step it up for East Naples UMC?”


Paul Clemmensen 239-331-4889

Beddow, Megan

1-Sep

White, Phillip

8-Sep

Griffin, Carol

1-Sep

Fralick, Ruth

9-Sep

Nulton, Ed

1-Sep

Simpson, Christine

9-Sep

Shock, Fred

1-Sep

Washburn, Bill

9-Sep

Moxam, Elizabeth

2-Sep

Boak, Dolly

Yates, Jack

2-Sep

Suarez, Carlos

Aubrey, Barbara

20-Sep

Aubrey, Ed

20-Sep

Mc Elroy, Tom

20-Sep

10-Sep

Petrick, Ellen

20-Sep

Denson, Derene

10-Sep

Daudert, Kaci Jo

21-Sep

3-Sep

MacMillan, Paul

10-Sep

Ahlquist, Hannah

22-Sep

Kilburg, Maxine

4-Sep

Smith, Jack

10-Sep

Manley, Ginny

22-Sep

Olmstead, Kevin

4-Sep

Andersen, Barbara

11-Sep

Chism, Ginny

23-Sep

Simmons, Janelle

4-Sep

Mattell, Sam

11-Sep

Goodwill, Brandon

23-Sep

5-Sep

Brown, Robert

12-Sep

Valdivia, Gerard

24-Sep

Leonard, Tina

12-Sep

Scocozza, Walt

26-Sep

Cunningham, Ronald

15-Sep

Torres, Udene

17-Sep

Proenza, Delfin

27-Sep

Cavin-Phillips, Vera

19-Sep

Wilson, Roy

30-Sep

Hinklin, Bob
Rhode, Paul
Price, Dave
Saso, Diane
Troutner, Barb

Note: Correction to August’s chart (3 steps were missed in the newsletter) are available @ The Hospitality
Desk in the Narthex. Apologies

6-Sep
8-Sep
8-Sep
8-Sep

If we missed your birthday ‘SHOUT OUT”
it’s because we do not have your information.
Fill out the CCC card or contact the office!

Children’s Ministry News
I would like to thank all of the volunteers for a successful VBS this year! We could not have done it without all of
you!
This year’s theme was “I’ve Got Talent- Showcasing my work for Jesus” Each day we learned about biblical people who were called by God to do work for God.
Day one: Adam and Eve- They were put in charge of the garden to take care of God’s creation.
Day two: Noah- He used his engineering and building skills do the work God asked him to do.
Day three: Esther was called to be an advocate for her people.
Day four: The kids learned that Jesus was not only a carpenter and used his skills to glorify God but was also
called to be our Savior.
Day Five: Paul used his skills as a writer and speaker to help build and guide the early church.

We also had the pleasure to welcome guest speakers each day that showcased their work for God. Each speaker’s occupation correlated with our biblical character of the day. Thank you to our guest speakers!
1. Nick Kouloheras: Executive Vice President- Habitat for Humanity- this was our mission focus of the week!
2. Michael Poff: Vice President of Engineering at Coastal Engineering Consultants
3. Judge Rob Crown: County Judge
4. Jeff Ahlquist: Carpenter
5. Pastor Dana MacMillan- speaker, pastor, counselor

Learning Center News
What an exciting summer The Learning Center children had. Our Summer Camp theme this year was
“Superheroes’ By Faith” and was action packed with Superhero Fun. From Faithful Moses to the Mighty Warrior David to Brave hearted Esther, Victorious Deborah and Courageous Peter.
All of
these superheroes came to life with an emphasis on the biggest Superhero of all: JESUS!
The last week of camp the children walked over to the Collier County Sheriff’s Office to meet true SUPERHEROES in our community. The children brought them handmade crafts, Superhero Survival Kits, cakes and
capes. The CCSO did a Press Release which can be found on their web page “Collier Star: Kids In Capes”. Also,
if you are a Facebook fan both CCSO and The learning Center have posted pictures of the event. The Learning
Center received a signed letter from Sheriff
Rambosk thanking the children and staff for our support for
what we did on August 4, 2016. I
f you would like to read this letter please feel free to stop
by the preschool at any time.
As always thank you for your prayers and support.

A special thank you for the lead team of volunteers: Danielle Poff our volunteer coordinator, Kris Clemmenson
Registration and correspondence coordinator, Elaine Thomas- Adult Leader, Paul Clemmenson Games coordinator, Kim Nicolas Craft coordinator, Jim Thomas Bible Story leader, Carol
and Tom McElroy dinner coordinators, and Anna Tea Photographer.

VBS 2016
Thank you to all of our
Volunteers!!!
Adult Volunteers
Jeff Ahlquist
Kathy Baginski
Kris Chisholm
Kris Clemmensen
Paul Clemmensen
Pat Cortright
Charley Cortright
Rob Crown
Marelys Delashmet
Sue Dossinger
Nancy Hargie
Mike Hargie
Joan Hemelt

Nick Kouloheras
Kathy Luark
Shirley Ludwig
Pastor Dana MacMillan
Carol McElroy
Tom McElroy
Doris Mellon
Jack Mellon
Michele Micieli
Lucille Mowson
Maggie Moxam
Brent Nicholas
Kim Nicholas
Danielle Poff
MBecky Rabe
Karen Sze
Anna Tea
Pastor Jim Thomas

Elaine Thomas
Udene Torres
Linda Yeager
Michael Poff
Youth Volunteers
Zach Berg
Marylyn Berg
Tito Canova
Belinda Dantus
Emily Fleissner
Bella Mathews
Lizzie Moxam
Devin Oetman
Enrique Perez

Bargain Nook News
Our church family is the best!! Every time I make a request, someone steps up and gives either of their time or their donations. Many
thanks to Paula Whitten for coming forward and volunteering to post a few of our items on Craig’s List. Within a week, she had made a
nice sell for the store. The Nook continues to do well and as always, I am in need of kitchen
items, linens,
jewelry and bikes.
Thanks for the support and for stopping by to see us,
Carol McElroy

Thanks from some of our scholarship recipients:
“Words will never describe my appreciation for your consistent support in my academics and serving as the basis for my relationship with
God. Thank you and God bless.” Tristan Ahlquist
“Once again, thank you so much for awarding me with this scholarship.” Maggie Moxam

