
The History of Friendship United Methodist Church 

 

(This paraphrased version was taken from a Friendship History Report written by the 1990 Friendship 

Church History Committee) 

 

In 1850, Friendship United Methodist Church and Cemetery were founded on land 

given by Mr. James Jackson (J.J.) Harris. The church, a small log structure, was built by 

Mr. Stephen Pitts and his uncles. The membership included: Mr. & Mrs. J.J. Harris and 

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Pitts. Mr. James C. Stafford, an uncle of these two men, served as 

the Pastor. 

  

First, Friendship was a member of the Georgia-Florida conference, and Mr. Ira Potter 

served as Pastor, coming two or three times a year holding Sunday afternoon service. 

  

In 1870, a larger log church was built on the same site to accommodate the growing 

membership of twenty-five, including: Mr. & Mrs. J.J. Harris, Mr. & Mrs. W.B. King, 

Mr. & Mrs. E.C. Mosely (daughter of J.J. Harris), Miss Laura Russell, Mr. & Mrs. J. 

Brown Mosely (daughter of J.J. Harris) The pulpit was not filled regularly, but Sunday 

School was held every Sunday afternoons. Also, the church building served as a school 

house for the community. 

  

In 1891, the Methodists moved their church to the present site in Donalsonville (corner 

of Woolfork and 3rd Street), on land given by Mr. John E. Donalson and Mr. S.B. Stern. 

With the help of the Mission Board, they erected a frame building with a belfry whose 

bell now hangs in the iron frame. The pews and pulpit were hand-hewn by brothers J. 

Brown Mosely, E. Clark Mosely and Joe Mosely. The pews are presently in the Julian 

Webb Bible classroom. At that time, the membership had reached approximately fifty 

members, and it was on the Trinity Circuit. Later, Friendship was on the Jakin Circuit 

with the parsonage located in Jakin. 

  

When Rev. Trulock became pastor in 1922, he began a drive for a larger church, 

adequately equipped to meet the needs of a growing church. Two committees were 

established: the Building Committee and the Furnishing/Decorating Committee. The 

Building Committee included members: B.P. Coachman, J.L. Dickenson, Joe M. 

Shingler and W.H. Van Landingham. The Ladies Auxillary Committee (decorating and 

furnishing) included members: Mrs. A.G. Hagan, Mrs. A. R. Benton and Mrs. J.M 

Shingler. During construction, services were held at the county courthouse. 

  

In 1923, thirty-six years after the frame building had been erected on the lot, Mrs. Mollie 

Harris King (daughter of J.J. Harris & grandmother of Addie Brigham), laid the 

cornerstone. Into this cornerstone were placed: (1) a list of 1923 church members, (2) a 

list of subscribers to the building fund; (3) one copy of 1922 Methodist discipline, (4) 

one copy of the Wesleyan Advocate; (5) one copy of the Nashville Advocate; (6) one copy 



of Donalsonville News; and (7) one Holy Bible. The items, enclosed in a metal box, were 

placed inside the brick wall of the church. In 1938, the new church was cleared of 

indebtedness under the pastorate of Rev. J.O. Stanaland, who worked tirelessly to bring 

it to pass. 

  

In 1948, under the pastorate of Rev. L.C. Harvard, Friendship fostered the established of 

two other Methodist Churches in the county, including Reynolds Chapel and Trinity, 

dedicated by Bishop Arthur J. Moore. The Women's Missionary Society in both 

churches was established by Mrs. J.B. Mosely, Sr. 

  

Changes and renovations have been made from time to time to keep the church in step 

with the present-day trends and needs. In 1958, Bishop Arthur J. Moore dedicated a 

beautiful Hammond organ given to the church by Mr. & Mrs. D.F. Wurst, in memory of 

Mrs. Wurst's parents, Dr. & Mrs. M.M. Minter. Mrs. Minter was the granddaughter and 

Mrs. Wurst was the great-grand daughter of J.J. Harris. A lovely pulpit Bible was give by 

Mrs. Lonie Lester Boyes as a memorial to Mr. Clifford A. Lester. Mrs. Y.L. Roberts and 

Marion Roberts began the nucleus of the choir. Marion Roberts played the piano and 

organ for 40 years. There followed a more organized choir developed by Mrs. Joanne P. 

Drake into a fine Chancel Choir. Mrs. Nellie B. Howard (great-granddaughter of J.J. 

Harris) had played the piano for Church and Sunday school for 74 years.    

  

A new parsonage was built and dedicated in 1950 under the pastorate of Rev. L.E. 

Pierce. A more spacious parsonage was acquired in 1973 which is presently in use today. 

  

In 1961, during the pastorate of Rev. Henry Erwin, a two-story educational building was 

constructed and dedicated in honor of Mrs. Mary Emma Coachman, granddaughter of 

J.J. Harris, who taught Sunday School for 57 years. 

  

In 1971, the sanctuary was renovated and the Claude Rickman chapel was dedicated. 

Homecoming was on March 28th of the same year. 

  

Friendship, under the pastorate of Rev. George Herndon was named Thomasville 

District Church of the Year in 1976 and again in 1985 under the pastorate of Rev. Albert 

Joiner. 

  

In 1987, under the pastorate of Dr. Glenn Martin, Robert & Linda Spitaleri left from 

Donalsonville, along with their children: Karen, Christy and Josh to serve as 

Missionaries in LaHore, Pakistan. Friendship began supporting two missionary families, 

the Robert Spitalari family in Pakistan and the Douglas Crowder family serving in Zaire. 

  

Women's roles in the church began with a group called the Ladies Aid Society, and have 

continued under various names: Missionary Society, Women's Society of Christian 

Service and now United Methodist Women.  



  

Youth work began with the Epworth League under Miss Lucy Seale and later, Mrs. 

Grady Richardson. Sometime later the name was changed to Methodist Youth 

Fellowship. 

  

The United Methodist Men is an active group in the church, establishing the Lake 

Seminole Camp Ministry since 1990. They have been active in support of Vashti School 

in Thomasville and support various other local endeavors.    

  

Today, as we review the history, we realize the glorious heritage of Friendship, which is 

made possible through our Almighty Father and the men and women who remained 

faithful to the cause.  

  

  

 


