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When I was in grade school, I sang in 

the North Side Naturals, a group of 

sixth graders selected by the music 

teacher to sing for school events and 

occasional outside gigs.  At Christmas 

we sang: “Christmas is coming the 

goose is getting fat, please put a penny 

in the old man’s hat.  If you have no 

penny, a ha’penny will do.  If you have 

no ha’penny, then God bless you.”   

It is a song about the anticipation of 

Christmas and the generosity of giving 

to those less fortunate.  These days 

most of us eat turkey, ham, or roast beast on 

Christmas, not a goose.  Even fewer of us watch it 

getting fat, because it comes from the 

grocery store.  Inflation has had its 

effect too.  Most beggars would 

probably be more grateful for 

something more than a penny.  (By the 

way, a ha’penny is a half penny.  They 

were last minted in the U.S. in 1857, so 

if you give one of those away today it could be a very 

generous gift.)  

We celebrate Christmas with big family get-

togethers, sharing meals, and giving gifts.  We put up 

special lights and decorations to help make the 

season bright.  We sing special music about winter 

weather and a baby born in a manger.  How does all 

that fit together?   

There’s a song which says Christmas is the most 

wonderful time of the year.  You might argue against 

that if you like warm weather and long sunny days.  

But if you are focused on the celebration of the birth 

of our Savior and the hope and joy that brings to 

mankind, you might agree that it is the most 

wonderful time of the year.   

 

The gifts we share with each other are 

to help us share the joy of the season.  

A penny shared with a beggar in the 

days when wages were a dollar a day 

was a generous and useful gift to 

someone you might not even know.  It 

was a helpful gift, and the song was 

encouraging generosity.   

As I write this article, it is almost 

Thanksgiving Day and I am thinking 

about December and Christmas.  So, I 

have this mix of thankfulness and 

generosity and gift giving and joy of the 

season going on in my mind.  James 1:17 says, “Every 

good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming 

down from the Father of lights…”  At the risk of taking 

this too far from its context, I think it is good to 

remember the greatest gift from God is the gift of 

salvation through His Son Jesus.  In this season of gift 

giving, remembering and reminding each other of the 

greatest gift is an important part of being followers of 

Christ.   

 

 

So, whether you are enjoying a Christmas goose or a 

roast beast, cooking for a crowd or enjoying a quiet 

holiday, giving from your plenty or giving sacrificially, 

remember the Perfect Gift.  Given in a manger on a 

silent night, a Savior for the world, for you, and for 

me was born.  It turns out that it is the most 

generous gift, so it is worthy of celebration.  As we 

look to the celebration with anticipation this year, 

let’s be sure to share the Good News of the birth of 

our Savior with everyone we meet.   

Merry Christmas,     



By now you should 

have received a little 

gift from Pastor Mark 

and Lucy. It is an 

advent Devotional 

book by Max Lucado. 

The sermons for the 

season will be based on the devotional scriptures which occur 

on those days. Read your devotional before coming to church 

to help get your mind set in the direction of the message. I 

also hope you will join us for the Christmas Eve service at 7 

p.m. on the 24
th

.  

December 5 “Jesus Heals”   (Day 8)         Pastor Mark                                 

    Mark 2:1-5, 12 
 
December 12 “Jesus Forgives” (Day 15)      Pastor Mark 

  John 8:3-11   

 

December 19       “The Last Supper” (Day 22)    Pastor Mark 

  Matthew 26:17-30 

 

December 24  CHRISTMAS EVE         Pastor Mark 

      

December 26  “Jesus Calls Paul” (Day 29)   Pastor Nick     

    Acts 9:1-6                 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nursery Volunteers 

 
 
Please look for your name on the list. If you are 
scheduled to work on a Sunday when you won’t be at 
church, please check with others on the list and trade 
dates. 
 

December 

  5 – Bob & Alicia Pifer 
12 – Levi & Krista Pullen 
19 –Steve & Chandra Felker 
26 – Carol Sue Hayworth & Nettie Brosge 
 
 
If you would like to volunteer for Nursery duty, please 
see Paul Hutsell in the church office. 
 
 
 

 

 

 
EVERY SUNDAY – 8:45 to 9:30 A.M. 

 

Join us in the fellowship hall each Sunday  

for coffee and donuts. There are lots of 

untold stories IN each cup of coffee!  

 

Sunday school begins promptly at 9:30

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

If you miss a sermon, remember they are recorded on 

CD, available online at gotoshiloh.org or on Facebook 

at Shiloh Streaming Service where you can watch live 

on Sunday morning or replay any time. You can also 

view newsletters, weekly bulletins and more at 

gotoshiloh.org. 

 

 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE CHANGE FOR NEXT MONTH: 

Due to the Christmas season, articles for the January 

Shiloh News need to be submitted no later than 

Sunday, Dec. 19. Please submit articles to Kathy 

Courtad at klcourtad@gmail.com 
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A BOLD FAITH EQUALS A POWERFUL WITNESS

 “13 The members of the council were amazed when 

they saw the boldness of Peter and John, for they 

could see that they were ordinary men with no 

special training in the Scriptures. They also 

recognized them as men who had been with Jesus.” 

(Acts 4:13 NLT) 

 We live in a time and age where the world 

wants Christ-followers to be cowardly, timid, and 

meek. In addition, Satan wants to intimidate Christ-

followers with fear and threats. Unlike the Church 

located in the eastern world that experiences 

relentless persecution and martyrdom, the Church 

located in the western world is encountering the 

infiltration of worldliness, legalism, comfortability, 

passivity, and an overwhelming silence from Christ-

followers. Satan and his army seek to keep Christ-

followers silent and docile in their faith. Whether it is 

the threat of martyrdom or getting uncomfortable. 

Satan wants to keep followers of Christ stuck in fear. 

In Acts 4, we see the Jewish Council (The Sanhedrin) 

seek to keep Peter and John silent and docile about 

sharing the authoritative name of Jesus. Obviously, 

there is more to their reasoning, but that was their 

mission. Their intimidation tactics were the 

projection of their own fear. Satan operates the same 

way. By accusing Peter and John of false teaching, the 

Jewish Council wanted silence because they spoke 

the truth. Satan desires Christ-Followers to be silent 

when sharing the Gospel of Jesus in love. This is 

especially true for the United States. We must be 

BOLD in our faith and share it in love. A BOLD FAITH 

EQUALS A POWERFUL WITNESS.  

What is Bold Faith and how do I receive it? 

 By a quick search on Google, we can see 

several solid definitions of the word boldness. I  

encourage you to look up those definitions. 

Nonetheless, these definitions do not distinguish the 

difference between worldly and Biblical boldness. 

Worldly boldness cheers for pushiness and thrives on 

confrontation whether the topic does or does not go 

against God's word. However, Biblical boldness is the 

speaking of truth in love against fear or danger. When 

someone has Biblical boldness like Peter and John, 

you can see that they have been with Jesus. They are 

shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves (Matt. 

10:16). A BOLD FAITH EQUALS A POWERFUL 

WITNESS.  

 Peter and John were empowered by the Holy 

Spirit with Biblical boldness. In verse 8 of Acts 4, we 

see the Holy Spirit filling Peter and John with 

boldness. As Jesus had promised in Luke 12:11-12, 

the Holy Spirit penetrates believers with boldness 

when before people who oppose the Gospel. The bold 

faith of Peter and John made a powerful witness to 

the Council and the crowds. Read Acts 4:13-22. 

Lasting Biblical boldness is one of the many works of 

the Holy Spirit. Yet, we must be submissive and 

available for the Spirit to impart this in us. 

Remember, the world and the enemy wants to keep 

Christ-followers silent. We must be bolder than ever 

before by relying on the Holy Spirit. If you have areas 

in your faith where you are not Biblically bold, how 

are you addressing those areas? Are you praying for 

boldness? Are you intentionally seeking 

opportunities to be bold? Are you allowing God’s 

word to saturate your faith? A BOLD FAITH EQUALS 

A POWERFUL WITNESS!  

 If you want to know more, I covered this 

passage in further depth on 11/21/2021. The title of 

the sermon is Standing Accused and it can be found 

on Facebook or on our website. 

 

 



 

 

   

For You are my hope; 

Lord GOD, You are my 

confidence from my 

youth. 

Psalm 71:5 

 

A THANKFUL HEART 
THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO HAS AND CONTINUES TO SERVE THE TEENS. 

 
I, Pastor Nick, find myself cherishing the moments when 
I can slow down and reflect. There is always something I 
need to do or someone I need to visit. It is so easy to get 
caught up in the busyness of life, as all of us know too 
well. Nonetheless, the Lord does provide times for me to 
truly stop and reflect. Most often, it is when I least 
expect it. During those times, I often account for God’s 
blessings and His faithfulness. Additionally, I also reflect 
on how God uses His people to bless me and the 
ministries that He has entrusted to me. Recently the 
Lord provided one of those opportunities for me to 
reflect.  
 
One evening I was heading home to eat something 
before a 7 p.m. meeting. That day, in particular, I had 
been feeling discouraged about the ministry with the 
Youth. As I was driving home I felt the Holy Spirit get my 
attention. I felt God’s pressing to look around and take 
account of His faithfulness...in the metaphorical and 
literal sense. As I was looking at the breathtaking sunset, 
Great is Thy Faithfulness began to play through my 
radio in my F150. The Lord had my complete attention 
and I began to recognize His faithfulness, goodness, and 
His blessings. I felt that God had allowed time to slow 
down and let me praise Him. What was a prayer of 
praise for 30 minutes or more felt like a blink of an eye. I 
have so many blessings in my life in every circumstance. 
However, many of those blessings are because God has 
allowed me to serve with many amazing people - 
especially in the youth ministry here at Shiloh.  

I want  to recognize and say  thank you  to everyone who 
has prayed, donated time/money, served a meal, driven, 
and so  on for  the Youth!  We  could not be as successful 
without   you!   Thank  you   to   the   many  parents  who 
allowed   myself   and   others   to   serve   you  and  your 
students.   Our   commitment   to  you  is  unwavering.  A 
special  thank  you to  the  adult small group leaders who 
spend  so  much  time  investing  in the teens.  The many  
hours  you  give  nearly every week  do not go unnoticed!  
Thank  you Mark Sell,  Christina Pifer, & Marissa Gordon!  

 

Great is Thy faithfulness 
Morning by morning, new mercies I see 

All I have needed, Thy hand hath provided 
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 Parent Meeting: December 12th @ Noon (IAC) 
 JHS 4:30-6 & SHS 6:30-8p: December 12th 
 Christmas Luau | Youth X-Mas Party 6-8p:  
        December 19th 

 NO SSM: Dec 5th, Dec 26th, Jan 2nd   
 

FACEBOOK GROUP: SHILOH STUDENT MINISTRIES 

INSTAGRAM: @shilohccstudentministries 

 
ShopWithScrip gift cards are an ongoing fundraiser for SSM! You purchase a full  

value gift card and a portion of the purchase price goes back to SSM. Have questions?  

Talk  to Pastor Nick 

  



 

 

 

 

Saturday, December 11 

7:30 A.M. 

 
  

 

 

 

  

Every month the men of Shiloh gather for breakfast 

and man-sized fellowship. This is a great time to share 

together conversations about our projects and 

problems. There is always a fantastic feed for 

breakfast, but the real meat of the morning comes 

with the Biblically based discussion. We are working 

our way through the Gospel of Mark, guided by Francis 

Chan on video. Each one of these sessions stands 

alone, so it is always a great time to join Just 4 Men. 

See you on Saturday, December 11 at 7:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

In a tradition old enough that some remember 

it as every year, Shiloh will celebrate Christmas 

Eve together. It will be an evening of special 

music, remembering the birth of our Savior, 

and sharing Holy Communion together as a 

church family. Plan now to make the Christmas 

Eve Candlelight service part of your family’s 

celebration. Please join us at 7 p.m. on 

Christmas Eve for this special time together. 

Shiloh Women’s Fellowship will hold 

their annual Christmas party at 5:30 p.m. on 

Thursday, December 9th at West Side Diner in 

Logansport.  Each person should plan to order 

their meal from the menu.  There will also be a $5 

ornament exchange.  Come enjoy the fun, food and 

fellowship!  Please let us know you plan to 

attend by signing up on the table in the narthex so 

we can make the appropriate reservations. 

More Women’s Fellowship News: 

New officers are needed for 2022.  If you have a passion for 

encouraging women to know and follow Jesus Christ, to 

grow in relationship with Christ through discipleship and 

community and to empower them to live out their purpose 

as they serve and reach others for Christ, you would be an 

awesome part of the officer team for the women’s 

fellowship.  It is fun and truly rewarding! 

We have reserved a block of 20 tickets to see the original 

Church Basement Ladies at the Honeywell Center in 

Wabash on Tuesday, March 29th at 7:30.  The ticket price is 

$35.  If we sell all 20 tickets, there will be a $2 discount.  

Payment will not be required until February.  If you would 

like to go see this comedy, please sign-up at the table in the 

Narthex. 

Thank you to all who so generously donated to the Women's 

Fellowship Bake Sale on Sunday, November 21st and to all 

who purchased items to enjoy!  Your donations totaled a 

whopping $536.  This money will go to many good causes 

including funeral dinners.  Thank you again for your support. 

Dec. 24 at 7 p.m. 

 

Thursday, December 9 – 5:30 p.m. 

 



 

 

Praying My Way Through the Day...A Letter from Lucy 

This year I started a new position at Pioneer.  I’ve 
worked in Special Education there for many years.  This 
year they started a new Life Skills class at the high 
school.  This is a class for special needs students.  They 
learn how to cook.  They learn how to do vocational 
skills.  They learn how to behave in social situations.  
They learn how to do their best and push themselves to 
try new things. 

It is a very humbling job.  As an aide, I start my day 
before school actually begins.  We get the kids off the 
buses, and I pray as we walk them to our classroom.  
We help take off coats and backpacks, and I pray that 
we get to the cafeteria without a meltdown.  We walk 
with them to breakfast, and I pray they will be able to 
carry their trays without spilling something.  Some of 
our kids need help walking because they have braces on 
their legs, and I pray they stay steady and balanced as 
they walk.   Then at breakfast, some of our kids need 
help opening their food or milk carton.  Some need help 
cutting up their food.  Some need help actually getting 
the food to their mouths.  As we help feed students, I 
pray that the food will nourish their bodies. I pray that 
they can focus on their work today, and learn 
something that will help them become more 
independent.   

After breakfast, we go back to our classroom to work.  
The students practice vocational skills by sorting things 
by color or size or shape.  They take things like 
flashlights apart, and put them back together correctly.  
Seems simple, right?  But what about when your hands 
don’t open and close easily?  What about when your 
brain can’t get the right signals to your hands about 
what to do?  What about when you can’t focus well 
enough to remember the details?  I pray that they 
won’t get too discouraged as they work, and that they 
will feel like they’ve accomplished something when they 
are finished. 

Our students fill bags for 46 students to take food home 
on Fridays.  And they do it with a smile.  And I pray that 
our students will always do good things for others.  
They have math and English classes, and I pray for the 
“aha” moments when you know they finally understand 
something.  Some can have a conversation with you, 
and others can only speak in single words, and some 
don’t speak out loud at all.  But they communicate their 
needs and wants in other ways.   And I pray that I will 
understand their needs.  They keep trying even when 

they have failed so many times so I pray that they won’t 
get discouraged and quit.  They help each other and 
encourage each other so I pray that they will always 
have empathy for others.   

This year I get to work with a student that I worked with 
for six years at the elementary school.  This student is 
now in high school.  He makes me smile every day.  
When I think about how far he has come, I am 
continually amazed!  From praying my way through a 
meltdown that could have ended in school items 
destroyed, to the point where this student is a leader in 
our room, and I pray a prayer of thanks for getting to be 
part of that growth.  This student is 
reading and doing math.  This 
student is interacting with other 
students in other classes at the high 
school.  I pray for his future and the 
opportunities ahead because this 
student (and staff) didn’t give up!  

Working with students with special 
needs isn’t easy.  It’s challenging every day.  They make 
me laugh and cry (but don’t all kids do that?).  And they 
keep my focus on God.  I pray often during my job, just 
that we will make it through the day.  I pray for wisdom.  
I pray for ideas to make learning easier for the students.  
I pray that my students will see Jesus’ light shining 
through me.  I pray that God will make Himself known 
to them.  And I just thank Him for allowing me to be 
used by Him in this special way.   

What does your day look like?  Who are the people that 
cross your path every day?  Who helps you keep your 
focus on God?  Sometimes it is the hardest people we 
deal with every day that keep us looking to God for 
help!  And God put them in our lives for just that 
reason!  Look for those people and thank God for them.  

And remember to pray your way 
through your day.   

“Rejoice always, pray continually, 
give thanks in all circumstances; for 
this is God’s will for you in Christ 
Jesus.”--1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

**There is no photo with this article 
because we aren’t allowed to take 
photos with our kids for their 

privacy.  I sure would love to share some of their joyous 
smiles with you though! 

 



 

 

 

 

December’s reading finishes the gospel of John, reads through 

1st, 2
nd

, and 3
rd

 John as well as Jude. Then, to finish out the year, 

read Revelation. Sometimes people are intimidated by 

Revelation, and there are many different views about the 

meaning of some of the symbols. The Tuesday night Bible study 

group is working through Revelation right now. Feel free to join 

us at 7 p.m. Or if you would like a brief electronic helper, try 

“Through the Word, Revelation Explained.” It is available on the 

YouVersion Bible app. Either way, enjoy reading it as the 

Revelation of Jesus Christ.  

December 1  John 21 
December 2  1 John 1:1-2:6 
December 3  1 John 2:7-17 
December 4  1 John 2:18-3:3 
December 5  1 John 3:4--24 
December 6  1 John 4 
December 7  1 John 5 
December 8  2 John 
December 9  3 John 
December 10  Jude 
December 11  Revelation 1 
December 12  Revelation 2 
December 13  Revelation 3 
December 14  Revelation 4 
December 15  Revelation 5 
December 16  Revelation 6 
December 17  Revelation 7:1-8:5 
December 18  Revelation 8:6-9:21 
December 19  Revelation 10 
December 20  Revelation 11 
December 21  Revelation 12 
December 22  Revelation 13 
December 23  Revelation 14  
December 24  Revelation 15  
December 25  Revelation 16   
December 26  Revelation 17 
December 27  Revelation 18   
December 28  Revelation 19  
December 29  Revelation 20   
December 30  Revelation 21:1-22:5  

December 31  Revelation 22:6-21 

 

 

God bless you as you READ the WORD! 

 

December 1 Deb & Mark Musall 

December 2 Amethyst Hoch 

   Jim & Beth Musselman 

December 3 Beth Kitchell 

Tim McKaig 

December 7 Richard Galbreath 

Stacy Rans 

  Ernie & Vickie Bridge 

December 8  Teresa Franklin 

Raelyn Hoch 

December 9 Lee Franklin 

  Hayden Hoch 

December 10 Brynlee Franklin 

December 12 John and Deb Spencer 

December 14 Becky Anspach 

December 15 Vickie Hutsell 

December 16 Jalynn Lebo 

  Jeremie Pearson 

  Bob Pifer 

December 17  Harry Lytle 

  J.P. & Rachelle Pearson 

December 19  Bob & Lynn Lesher 

December 20 Frank & Carol Gaumer 

  Ellen Sell 

December 21 Terry Shewalter 

  Steve Felker 

December 22 Drew McKaig 

December 23 Brent Chambers 

December 24 Christina Pifer 

December 26 Cole Franklin 

  Darlene Lytle 

December 28 Chelsy Roller 

  Darren & Sarah McKaig 

December 30 Sherry Simpson 

  Hannah Spencer 

December 31 Jan Offutt 

   

If your birthday or anniversary does not appear on this 

list (and it’s in December), please contact Paul at the 

church office. 

Daily Bible 

Reading for 

December 2021 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=bible+study+clipart&hl=en&gbv=2&biw=1440&bih=731&tbm=isch&tbnid=mIiNup12YXHoNM:&imgrefurl=http://www.partnersinbibletranslation.org/here_are_some_missionary_plaques.htm&docid=z7xq8mqI4SQv4M&imgurl=http://www.partnersinbibletranslation.org/images/Bible_clip_art_-colored_open.gif&w=190&h=172&ei=0S_9Ts6vEYfY2QXOtpmsAg&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=0&sig=107701364647172212164&page=7&tbnh=137&tbnw=152&start=131&ndsp=18&ved=1t:429,r:1,s:131&tx=64&ty=76


 

 

 
 

 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Nov. 28 

Hanging of the  

Greens IAC 

 

No SSM  

Nov. 29 

Noon – Prayer 

 

Nov. 30 

 

7 pm – Bible Study 

1 

6 am – Men’s Bible study 
 
 

2 

 

 

Pastor Nick’s OFF 

  3    

Pastor Mark’s OFF 

 

4 

Ring 

Salvation 

Army Bells 

5  

CONGREGATIONAL 

MEETING / IAC 

 

6 PM – SHARING PROGRAM 

No SSM 

6  

Noon – Prayer 

 

7 

 

7 pm – Bible Study 

 

8 

6 am – Men’s Bible study 

9 

Pastor Nick’s OFF 

5:30 pm – SWF Christmas 

Party at West Side Diner 

10 

Pastor Mark’s OFF 

11 

7:30 am – Just4Men 

 

12 

 ShopwScrip orders due  

SSM Parent Meeting IAC 

SSM-Jr. High 4:30-6 pm 

SSM-Sr. High 6:30-8 pm 

13 

Noon – Prayer 

 

14 

 
 

7 pm – Bible Study 

 

15  

6 am – Men’s Bible study 
 

 

 

16 

Pastor Nick’s OFF 

6:30 pm – SWF 

17 

 Pastor Mark’s OFF 

18  

 

19 
ShopwScrip pick up 

Sharing Program 

Distribution IAC 

SSM Christmas Luau 

6-8 pm 

20 

Noon - Prayer 

 
 

6 pm- Board meeting 

21 

 

 

 

7 pm – Bible Study 

22   

6 am – Men’s Bible study 
 

23 

Pastor Nick’s OFF 

24  

 

7 pm – 

Christmas Eve service 

25   

 

26 
 

 

No SSM 

27 

 Noon - Prayer 

28 

Newsletter deadline 

 

7 pm – Bible Study 

29 

6 am – Men’s Bible study 

 

30 

 

Pastor Nick’s OFF 

31 

 

Pastor Mark’s OFF 

Jan. 1 

  

 

 
 

Sunday Mornings: 

Coffee & Donuts – 8:45 a.m. 

Sunday School – 9:30 a.m. 
Worship – 10:30 a.m. 

  

Shiloh Christian Church 

1047 N Co. Rd. 350 W, Logansport IN 46947 

Ph. 574-753-3331 

Pastor Mark Marshall 

Assoc. Pastor Nick Gordon 

 

1047 N Co. Rd. 350 W, Logansport IN 

46947 

2021 

 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 


