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         Growing Into A New Year 
 

 

 

I don’t remember for sure who told me that the first time, but it is a phrase I have remembered ever since.  Basically, 

it means that as long as we are alive, we have room to grow and improve.  When we lose the desire to improve and 

grow, we are dead and rotting.  Sometimes growth is subtle and easy, sometimes we experience growing pains.  Both 

are better than rotting.  

Another name for growth is “change.”  A lot of people say they don’t like change, but I am looking forward to some 

big changes.  I know turning the calendar to 2021 isn’t going to solve all the problems of the world, but I think it will 

bring sneezing in public a little closer to being socially acceptable again.  I am hopeful to see a full congregation in the 

sanctuary on Sunday mornings.  That will be a great change.   

We all have different perspectives on everything, and you all get to hear my perspective every month in this article, 

and every week at church or Bible study.  From my perspective, I think there needs to be a reason to do something 

different.  There also needs to be a reason to keep doing something the way we have always done it.  For example, I 

find Holy Communion by intinction to be a very meaningful remembrance of Jesus’ sacrifice.  However, when we 

began meeting together after being apart, we needed to experience that sacrament together while still being 

physically distant and not sharing a common cup.  Since we have been back, we have been doing it differently.  I have 

not had anyone tell me they love doing communion with prepackaged “bread” and juice.  I look forward to the time 

when we will be able to change back.  

The new year is not going to just be “normal” again.  It has been long enough since we saw “normal” I don’t know if 

we know what that means.  2021 is a year of opportunity for us as a church and as individuals to do things differently.  

This may mean differences in the Sunday morning services.  This may mean challenges from the Elders to step out of 

our comfort zone all week long.  This may mean greater expectations for all of us from the pastors.  Part of being 

followers of Jesus Christ is being intentional about our Spiritual growth and helping others grow too.  

Another thing to remember is that change is constant.  In one way or another, we all deal with differences every day, 

and the same is true of church.  When things happen differently, that is change.  Sometimes people don’t notice, 

sometimes I hear that it is good.  At the same time, other people voice they don’t like the differences.  I appreciate 

hearing both, and I try to listen with an open mind.    

As we move into and through 2021 and you notice a difference here and a change there, we want to know what you 

notice.  Everybody has a perspective, and we want to understand yours.  We want to hear from you in a phone call, 

email, or visit about what you see happening at Shiloh and how we can help you in your spiritual walk.  The goal of 

our walk should be always getting closer to God, who never changes.  

Trusting in Him, and walking along side you, 

 

 

 

 

“When you are green, 

you are growing; 

when you are ripe, 

you rot.” 
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Saturday morning is a great time to get together with Christian men for breakfast and 

Bible. 
On the second Saturday of each month we gather and enjoy each other’s company and discussion. 

This year we have been working our way through the book of James with the help of Francis Chan. 

The video gets us started and we share our thoughts and challenge each other. 

Each session stands alone, so it is always a good time to join us.  In January we will meet on the 9th at 7:30 

and we will finish up by 9:00 so you can get on with your regular Saturday. 

 

 

On January 11th and 25th at 7:00pm  we will have a new member class for those interested in learning more about 

Shiloh and what church membership means.  There will be some basic history and some information about how to be 

involved at a greater level than simply going to church.   

Please sign up at the Inspiration Station so I can communicate as needed. 

Shiloh will be hosting a Red Cross Blood Drive on  

January 11, 2021 from 2pm - 7pm. 

You can register online to donate at www.redcrossblood.org, 

OR CALL 574-242-2213 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED THIS MONTH,  

If you can work a couple of hours that day, or prepare snacks for donors or 

workers, please let me know!  THANKS  

Women’s Fellowship 
Will NOT meet in January due to COVID19 Restrictions 
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“Not that I have already obtained this 
or am already perfect, but I press on 

to make it my own….” 
Philippians 3:12-15 

 

A Different New Year’s Resolution 

 

In hopes that 2021 will be the reset button for the adversity 

experienced this year. However, the reality is that New 

Year’s Day will not reset us back to normal. It may be several 

more months until we return to the pre-COVID living. I pray 

that I am wrong with that evaluation. Yet, I ask myself, are 

we setting ourselves up for failure on false expectations? 

Every year, many of us find ourselves setting New Year 

Resolutions. Maybe to lose some weight, learn a new skill, 

quit drinking sugary drinks (my resolution for 2021), or 

maybe something else. Two years ago, I made a resolution 

to lose some weight and become fit again. Leading up to this 

resolution, I had finished the toughest semester of my 

college career, I was working several hours between my 

various jobs, Marissa had graduated and moved back home, 

and the list went on. I found myself nearly 40lbs heavier 

than the year before. Nearly 200lbs, I was tired, 

unmotivated, overweight, and struggling. I decided to get 

healthy and stick to it. I was eating better and developed a 

habit of working out that I still maintain today (most days)! 

By the end of that summer, I had lost nearly 50lbs and was 

in the best shape of my life. It was not easy, but I told myself 

that I would not fail! 

According to finder.com, nearly 75% of American adults will 

make New Year’s Resolutions in 2021. 

 

Although, only 55% of them believe that they can 

obtain their resolution(s). Gyms expect about 80% of 

new gym memberships to fail within five months. Long 

story short we expect to fail, so do businesses, and so 

does Satan. In return, we may even expect God to fail 

us or He has forgotten about us! That statement may 

be blunt, but deep down we may believe it.  

Responding to that statement is one that requires 

discernment, lots of prayers, reading of scripture, 

leaning on others, time, and asking yourself many 

questions. The first step to tackling the idea of God 

failing you is taking an honest look at your heart and 

life. Start by asking yourself these questions: 

• What sins do I still commit even if I gave them 

over to God? Why? 

• What are some prayers that I believe God will 

not answer? Remember that God didn’t fail you if He 

answers a  request different than what you prayed. Or 

in your expected time frame. 

• Do I lean on my pride or my own strength 

because I believe I’m in control or that God cannot do 

it? 

I personally have gone through this experience and deal 

with false expectations at times. God has used these 

experiences to demonstrate His love and grace, show 

me where I fall short, and make me dependent on Him. 

God started this process in my heart last December and 

I made it my 2020 New Year Resolution to address the 

false expectation about Him. Nonetheless, I challenge 

you to make this your 2021 New Year Resolution. Allow 

God to change you, break you down, and soften your 

heart so you can challenge false thinking about God. 

Start this now, don’t wait! Learn to expect God to not 

fail you! 

 

 

 



SHILOH NEWS JANUARY 2021  VOL 13 ISSUE 1 

 
  

MISSIONS SPOTLIGHT 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 

 

“WE STRIVE TO LAUNCH STUDENTS 
TO KNOW, LIVE, SERVE, & SHARE 

JESUS.” 

 

WEBSITE 

launchcampusministy.com 

 

WAYS TO SUPPORT 

• Prayer,  

• Donate 

Financially 

Through 

Credit Card 

or Check,  

• Sign Up For 

Newsletter  

 

 

LAUNCH CAMPUS MINISTRY 
 

Because of the generous giving here at Shiloh, we are able to support 

several ministries. Some of these ministries are local, statewide, 

nationwide, or even across the world that we support. One of the 

ministries that we support on the statewide level is the Beck Family 

(Ben, Nettie, Michaela, and Breanna) who serves at Launch Campus 

Ministry. Launch Campus Ministry is located in West Lafayette. 

Launch exists to reach Purdue students and bring them closer to 

Christ! Launch reaches Purdue students in a variety of ways. These 

opportunities included are weekly activities, events geared for 

outreach,  cross-cultural events, retreats, mission trips, and 

community service projects! College students are encouraged and 

given opportunities to serve on the Launch team! I (Pastor Nick) find 

this to be very neat! The best ministry is the one that gives more of it 

away to others. Basically, if you want to reach college students give 

college students responsibility.   

“Since 1962, Launch Campus Ministry  

has welcomed anyone who is interested 

in a community and learning more 

about Jesus Christ.!” 

Ways That Purdue Students/You Can Connect With 

Launch Campus Ministry 

• On Facebook 

• Youtube 

• Instagram 

• Group Me 

• The Youversion Bible App 

• Through Email 

Be sure to check out Launch Campus Ministry’s website to learn 

more about the ministry! Or check out the most recent newsletter 

pinned to the prayer boards located in the Narthex! 
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Here are your  
Church Board Officers  

for 2021 

President   Walt McFarland 
Vice President   Mark Musall 
Secretary   Kathy Courtad 
Asst Secretary   Christina Pifer 
Treasurer   Christy Carlson 
Asst Treasurer   Ron Sink 
Steward   Steve Felker 
Elders    Roger McKaig,  

Greg VanSoest,  
Mike Rose 

Deacons Jerry Roller, Greg Spencer,  
George Courtad,  
John Spencer 

Trustees   Lee Franklin, Tony Franklin,  
Ernie Bridge, Cory Harmon 

Sun Sch Super   Shirley Rush 
Asst SS Super   Deb Musall 
Sunday School Secretary Hannah Spencer 
Asst SS Secretary  Barb McFarland 
Greeters   Brandon & Krystal Shaffer 
Worship Leader  Sarah McKaig 
Asst Worship Leader  Chelsy Roller 
Music Director   Paul Hutsell 
Asst Music Director  Erin Campbell 
Organist   Connie Murphy 
Pianist    Sherry VanSoest 

 

Here is a list of 2021 
Committees and Leaders 

 

 
Branding & Marketing Committee 
This committee was formed to focus on helping Shiloh 
establish an effective strategy for reaching more lost in 
Cass county by updating the web site, logo, social media, 
and interior signage layout in the church. 

Marissa Gordon  260-466-5979 
 

Benevolence Outreach Committee 
Their focus will be to sponsor quarterly recognition for 
groups like police and fire departments who perform 
vital community service.   
Vickie Bridge   574-870-1659 
 

SSM Additional Support 
The purpose of this committee is to have a network of 
extra volunteers for SSM if the need for additional help 
arises, to drive for special events, provide additional 
support for a meeting or event, provide a meal, or share 
talents and gifts with students!  

Nick Gordon   260-210-4752 
 

OCC Shoe Box Gifts Committee 
The Operation Christmas Child Shoe Box Gifts committee 
plans the collection of gift items and prepares and plans 
the packing party 

Erin Campbell   574-727-1015 
 

Pork Loin Dinner Committee 
The Pork Loin dinner is to provide a chance for us to 
meet people from the community here at Shiloh.   The 
dinner, usually held in late summer, requires the help of 
nearly everyone in the congregation, but also a group to 
direct us on how to help. There are several parts that 
make the whole event work – advertising, ticket sales, 
set-up, decorating, cooking, planning sides and desserts, 
clean-up and more.   

Brent & Allison Chambers 574-398-9087 
Ron Sink   574-870-3098 
 

Memorial Day Committee 
The Memorial Day Committee prepares and presents the 
Memorial Day service, including placing flowers on 
graves.  Memorial Day is May 31st in 2021 

George Courtad  574-721-3468 
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Bereavement Committee  
The Bereavement Committee sends cards and flowers to 
grieving families. 

Peggy Spencer   574-721-6609 
 

Homecoming Spiritual Emphasis  
The Homecoming Spiritual Emphasis team will work with 
Pastor Mark and Pastor Nick to select a speaker and 
musicians for a week of Spiritual renewal.   

Mark & Lucy Marshall 574-355-9426 
Nick Gordon   260-210-4752 
 

Communion Committee 
The Communion Committee purchases, prepares, sets up 
and cleans up the communion elements on Holy 
Communion Sundays.  Shiloh normally celebrates 
communion on the first Sunday of every month.  Led by 
Shiloh’s Deacons 
 

VBS Committee 
The Vacation Bible School Committee plans and makes 
VBS happen.  Shiloh VBS is usually in June. Planning 
begins in January, selecting dates and curriculum 

Kathleen Kennell  574-242-2213 
 

Welcoming / Greeters Committee 
The Welcoming Committee works with the Sunday 
morning greeters to give a special welcome to 
newcomers as well as gives a special gift to first-time 
Shiloh guests.   

Brandon & Krystal Shaffer 574-242-1935 
 

Homecoming Invitations  
The Homecoming Invitations team will invite previous 
pastors and former members to join us for Homecoming 
Sunday and the week of Spiritual renewal. 

Lucy Marshall   574-643-2137 
 

Singles & Couples Committee 
This committee plans events such as: a mystery dinner 
theatre, baseball outing, family picnic, game and trivia 
nights.  Sign up to help with this committee even if you 
feel a passion for just one of the events 

John & Nancy Rhodes  574-721-9820 
 

Sharing Committee 
The Sharing Committee oversees the Sharing program, 
including grocery shopping and delivery of sharing gift 
boxes.  This happens at Thanksgiving and Christmas.  Co-
Chairs work together overseeing the program portion 
and the outreach portion. Sharing Committee is also 
responsible for the Children’s Christmas Program. 

Christy Carlson  574-721-2730 
John & Debra Spencer 574-601-6645 
  

Decorating Committee 
The Decorating Committee takes charge of seasonal 
decorations throughout the church building. 

Christina Pifer   574-992-1318 
 

Graduation Breakfast Committee 
The Graduation Breakfast Committee celebrates 
graduation by serving breakfast and recognizing college, 
and high school, graduates, around the spring graduation 
time. 

Ernie & Vickie Bridge  574-643-4105 
 

Benevolence Committee 
Meets quarterly to determine how to disperse Shiloh’s 
Benevolence fund. Shiloh donates 15% Of the worship 
collection in support of various mission projects. 

Nick Gordon   260-210-4752 
Mark Marshall  574-355-9426 
 

Easter Breakfast Committee 
The Easter Breakfast Committee plans, prepares, and 
serves breakfast between Easter morning services.  
Easter in 2021 is April 4th . 

Tim & Linda Morris  574-727-5295 
 

Homecoming Setup Committee 
The Homecoming Set-Up Committee sets up the 
Fellowship Hall and kitchen. They work in conjunction 
with the Decorating Committee for the Homecoming 
meal.  Shiloh Homecoming is the second Sunday of 
October (October 10, 2021). 

Joseph & Tracy Franklin317-601-3080 
 



SHILOH NEWS JANUARY 2021  VOL 13 ISSUE 1 

 

Coming Home 
 

 
Last night Mark and I were at home counting down the minutes until our daughter and son-in-law would be home.  
Okay, maybe Mark was not counting down the time, but I was!  I was trying to stay busy.  Time goes by faster that 
way, right?  I was cleaning, moving things, thinking about what we would make to eat this week, baking caramel pecan 
rolls (something Joanna requested), and just generally pacing and wanting time to go faster.   
Did you know that we have not seen them since Thanksgiving in 2019?  We had plans to travel and see them back in 
March.  And you all know what happened then.  Everything stopped.  No one went anywhere.  Everyone stayed home, 
which to be clear, I love staying home.  But I missed our daughter.  A lot.  And to not be able to hug her or help her or 
do anything with her was torture!   
 
I know that we were able to talk on the phone.  And we were able to do video calls through Messenger.  But we all 
know that just is not the same as a face-to-face talk.  It isn’t the same as hugging your son or daughter.  It isn’t the 
same as knowing that you can be there in a second if they need anything.   
And I wondered…is this how God feels?  We are His children.  He wants us home with Him.  He can talk with us.  He 
can watch us as we learn and grow.  He can shake His head at the mistakes we make and the sins we commit.  But 
what does He really want?  He wants us to come home to Him.  He wants our journey to lead us ever closer to Him till 
one day we arrive in Heaven with Him.   
This morning, we waited.  We ate breakfast.  We looked at the clock.  We reminded Roxy, our dog, that they were 
coming.  We smiled in anticipation.  We watched the road out front.  And finally, we saw lights!  And then the car 
doors opened, and there they were!  Bo and Joanna had finally arrived!  Roxy was wagging her tail so hard, I thought 
she was going to fall over.  She was wiggling and rolling over and licking faces and jumping for joy!  And our children 
were home!  We hugged.  We laughed.  We smiled.  We couldn’t quit smiling!  And that, I think, is how God feels when 
we come home.  Maybe a little bit like Roxy, doing a happy dance, with arms open wide, ready to accept the hug that 
is coming.  He welcomes us with a love beyond anything we could imagine, ready to bless us with all the things we’ve 
missed while we’ve been gone.   
Are you far from home today?  Do you know how much Your heavenly Father loves you?  He’s waiting for you to come 
home.  And it’s so much easier to come home to Him than a midnight run in a plane and car.  When you decide to 
come home, the Father comes and gets you and takes you there Himself.  And oh, what a day that will be when we 
see Him face to face at home in Heaven!  
“Do not let your hearts be troubled.  You believe in God; believe also in me.  My Father’s house has many rooms; if that 
were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you?  And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. ”--John 14:1-3 

 Lucy 
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What’s Going On With Youth? 

 

The SSM Christmas Party/Open Event was postponed 
from December 20th to January 3rd from 6-8:30 PM. The 
Christmas Open Event has been combined with the 
Christmas Party. That night will be full of fun, Putt-Putt, 
games, food, giveaways, a celebration of Jesus’ birth, and 
much more! There will be a $5 or less gift exchange at the 
party will serious or non-serious gifts. A cooked hotdog, 
$5 worth of gum, or much more is allowed. No live 
animals, illegal items, or live bugs are allowed! The 
Christmas Open/Party will take place at Shiloh! Students 
have been challenged and the goal is to have 20 people 
at the event.  

 
From childhood, we all have had dreams or goals we 
wanted to accomplish. Although, how many of our 
goals/dreams been about serving God? Maybe some 
goals are for Him, or maybe some goals don’t start out 
for Him initially.  In January, SSM will take a 

four-week journey through the book of Nehemiah. The 
theme for this series is all about GOALS! More 
specifically, goals and dreams that are God-sized and are 
for God! Pastor Nick is asking each person that reads this 
to pray for these students. The SSM Team desires for 
students to take an honest look at their current 
goals/dreams and how it fits into God plan for their life. 
Some students have hardly thought about their goals. 
While some students are about to start acting upon 
them! After the GOAL series is over, SSM will start a two 
week series on singleness and dating! 

              
On January 17th there will be a Parent Meeting from 5-
5:45 pm. Parents/ Guardians are encouraged to attend 
this event. Pastor Nick seeks to check-in with parents and 
to give out information about the second semester. 
Pastor Nick has some exciting information to share at this 
event! If you know of Parents/ Guardians who are seeking 
a Youth Group for their student(s) be sure to invite them 
to this event. 
 

SSM RETURNS ON JAN 3RD  
CHRISTMAS PARTY/OPEN | JAN 3rd 6–8:30 PM 

PARENT MEETING | JAN 17th 5:00-5:45 PM 
 
All members of Shiloh Christian Church can get 
involved with Shiloh Student Ministries (SSM) 
through prayer, volunteering in many different 
capacities, or providing a meal or snacks for 
Sunday night meetings.  
 

Facebook Group: Shiloh Student Ministries 
Instagram: @shilohccstudentministries 

Website: gotoshiloh.org  

 

ShopWithScrip gift cards are an ongoing fundraiser 
for SSM. Please sign up at the Information Station to 
purchase one for yourself or gifts for others. Your 
continued participation will help our young people 
more than you know! 
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Paul & Diana Ross     Jan 1  
 Krystal Shaffer         Jan 3 
 Charity Musselman     Jan 3 
 Wayne Harness     Jan 5  
 Dawn Harmon         Jan 8 
 Susan Aldridge         Jan 11  
 Chase Farrer         Jan 12  
 Jaden McFarland     Jan 12  
 Hallie Lebo          Jan 14  
 Carol Sue Hayworth    Jan 15 
 Lucy Marshall         Jan 17 
 Darren McKaig         Jan 18  
 Carol Gaumer         Jan 20 
 John Spencer         Jan 20 
 Maci Morris  Jan 25  
 Merle Nice          Jan 25 
 Alicia Pifer          Jan 26  
 George Courtad     Jan 27 
 Carson Meyer         Jan 31       
 
 
      
 

 

  

 This year the Bible reading plan focuses 
on the Gospels and Epistles.  Even 
though this is all New Testament, we are 
not going to read it in order.  The first 
part of the year will be reading what 
Luke wrote, his Gospel and then The 
Acts of the Apostles.  Enjoy your Bible 
reading time in January, getting closer to 
your Savior as your read about the birth 
and life of Jesus. 

 

 
January 1  Luke 1:1-25 
January 2  Luke 1:26-56 
January 3  Luke 1:57-80 
January 4  Luke 2:1-21 
January 5  Luke 2:22-52 
January 6  Luke 3:1-22 
January 7  Luke 3:23-4:13 
January 8  Luke 4:14-44 
January 9  Luke 5:1- 6:16 
January 10  Luke 6:17-49 
January 11  Luke 7:1-35 
January 12  Luke 7:36-8:3 
January 13  Luke 8:4-21 
January 14  Luke 8:22-56  
January 15  Luke 9:1-50 
January 16  Luke 9:51-10:24 
January 17  Luke 10:25-42 
January 18  Luke 11:1-36 
January 19  Luke 11:37-12:12 
January 20  Luke 12:13-48 
January 21  Luke 12:49-13:9 
January 22  Luke 13:10-35 
January 23  Luke 14 
January 24  Luke 15 
January 25  Luke 16:1-17:10 
January 26  Luke 17:11-37 
January 27  Luke 18:1-30 
January 28  Luke 18:31-19:27 
January 29  Luke 19:28-46 
January 30  Luke 19:47-20:44 
January 31  Luke 20:45-21:38 
  
  

God bless you as you READ the WORD! 
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◄ Dec 2020 January 2021 Feb 2021 ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1  

 

2  
 

3  
COMMUNION 
SUNDAY 
 

6:00 PM – YOUTH 
GROUP 

4  
 

5  
 

6  
6:00 AM – Men’s 
Bible Study 

7  
 
 
 
PASTOR NICK’S DAY OFF 

8  
 
 
 
PASTOR MARK’S DAY OFF 

9  
7:30 AM – JUST FOR 
MEN  
9:30 AM – 
Benevolence Comm 

10  
SHOP WITH SCRIP 
DUE 
 

6:00 PM – YOUTH 
GROUP 

11  
2-7 PM – BLOOD 
DRIVE 
 
7:00 PM – NEW 
MEMBERS CLASS 

12  
 

13  
6:00 AM – Men’s 
Bible Study 

14  
 
 
 
PASTOR NICK’S DAY OFF 

15  
 
 
 
PASTOR MARK’S DAY OFF 

16  
 

17  
 
 

6:00 PM – YOUTH 
GROUP 

18  
 
 

7:00 PM – BOARD 
MEETING 

19  
 

20  
6:00 AM – Men’s 
Bible Study 

21  
 
 
 
PASTOR NICK’S DAY OFF 

22  
 
 
 
PASTOR MARK’S DAY OFF 

23  
 

24  
 
 

6:00 PM – YOUTH 
GROUP 

25  
 
 

7:00 PM – NEW 
MEMBERS CLASS 

26  
 

27  
6:00 AM – Men’s 
Bible Study 

28  
11:30 AM – LUNCH 
BUNCH 
 
 
PASTOR NICK’S DAY OFF 

29  
 
 
 
PASTOR MARK’S DAY OFF 

30  
 

31  
 

THESE ARE CANCELLED IN JANUARY - No Bell Choir – No Women’s Fellowship 
-  

 

Shiloh Christian Church 
107 N Co Rd 350 W 
Logansport, IN 46947 

https://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/December-2020
http://riadzany.blogspot.com/2013_12_01_archive.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

