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From the heart 
of the city, 

sharing the heart 
of Christ.

But seek the 
welfare of the city 
where I have sent 
you..., and pray to 

the Lord on its 
behalf, for in its 
welfare you will 

find your welfare. 
Jeremiah 29:7

Learn more about the Crash the 
Chatterbox sermon series and 
accompanying Bible study by reading 
the pastor’s page on page 2 and the 
Bible study section on page 8.  Hear 

the sermon series at the 10:55 
classic worship service from May 20 
through July 1. Study the book on 
Monday nights, beginning May 21.

During the mid-May and June sermon series Crash the 
Chatterbox, discover how to defeat the lies that we tell ourselves  

Represent Kavanaugh in 
service to our community by 
participating in For The City
You are invited to perform mission 
work here in Greenville along with 
other churches.  Although For The City 
might accept later applications, the 
registration deadline to work June 6-8 
is Wednesday, May 16.  You may 
register online in 2018 at 
www.ForTheCity.info or in the church 
office.

http://www.ForTheCity.info
http://www.ForTheCity.info
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Stop the “terrorism” in our heads

The National Rifle 
Association concluded their 
May convention in Dallas.  
This year’s convention 
attracted even more 
contentiousness in the wake 
of additional shootings at 

high schools, such as in Parkland, 
Florida.  They named Oliver North as their 
new president.  

I remember watching coverage of 
his appearance before a congressional 
committee in 1987.  The proceedings 
made for riveting TV.  Since some people 
later issued misinformation, he decided in 
2001 to issue the following statement 
regarding the purchase of a $16,000 
home-security system and a terroristic 
threat:  “The terrorist who threated to kill 
me in 1986, just before that secret trip to 
Tehran, was not Usama bin Laden, it was 
Abu Nidal” (Snopes.com).

The Apostle Paul 
told us that he also felt 
terrorized.  The battles 
waged, not on the 
lands or on the 
roads of the 
Ancient Near 
East, but in his 
head.  Paul 
wrote to the 
Romans, “For I 
delight in the law  
of God in my 
inmost self, but I 
see in my members 
another law at war 
with the law of my 
mind, making me captive 
to the law of sin that dwells in 
my members” (Romans 7:22-23).  
He wanted in his innermost being to 
please God, in Whom we can experience 
freedom, but he felt captive at times to 
sin. The cosmic battle against sin became 
localized between his ears.

At times his writings seem to 
indicate that he thought that he was 
losing the war in his head:  “Wretched 
man that I am” (Romans 7:24).  He 
reminded himself and us that Jesus Christ 
would save him from sin, including his 
negative thoughts.  

He realized that God possesses 
the armaments necessary—and then 
some—to defeat unchristian thoughts.  
He wrote to the Church at Corinth:  
“Indeed, we live as human beings, but we 
do not wage war according to human 
standards; for the weapons of our warfare 
are not merely human, but they have 
divine power to destroy strongholds. We 
destroy arguments and every proud 
obstacle raised up against the knowledge 
of God, and we take every thought 
captive to obey Christ” (II Corinthians 
10:3-5).

This war is not a fair fight.  Too 
bad, so sad.  Instead of allowing sin to 
take him hostage, Paul would “take every 
thought captive.”  Paul was not the only 
soldier because he used the pronoun 
“we,” as in “we take every thought captive 
to obey Christ.”

Paul’s battle plan against 
unchristian thoughts works 

for us in 2018 when the 
terrorist known as the 

chatterbox bombards 
us with them.  When 
thoughts enter our 
heads, we can 
take them captive 
by throwing them 
into the 
interrogation 
room.  We can 
examine them to 

determine if they 
are from God or from 

the chatterbox.  If they 
are from God, then we 

need to listen to them.  If 
they are Improvised Explosive 

Devices from the chatterbox, then 
we can dispose of them. 

I invite you to worship every 
Sunday in May and June to hear how to 
crash the chatterboxes in our heads.  God 
has given all of us promises, which 
negate the chatterbox.  God wants us to 
hear those promises and to benefit from 
them.

God loves you and so do I.

Grace and Peace,
Pastor John
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Indeed, we live 
as human beings, 

but we do not 
wage war 

according to 
human standards; 

We destroy 
arguments and 

every proud 
obstacle raised up 

against the 
knowledge of 

God, and we take 
every thought 

captive to obey 
Christ.

II Cor. 10:3 & 5

mailto:PastorJohnKay@gmail.com
mailto:PastorJohnKay@gmail.com


Could you donate your 
time during the week to 
help children right here? 
Kava-Kids needs 
volunteers to play 
games with elementary 
children, guide them with 
their homework, and 
offer them a friendly face 
and a listening ear. If 
you would like to help 
one afternoon after 
school or multiple days, 
please contact Sharon 
Oliver or the church 
office.

Can you give of 
your time 
during the week 
to help 
elementary 
children this 
fall?
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Early elementary and Pre-K children 
are invited to a swim party on May 20
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Keep these words 
that I am 
commanding you 
today in your 
heart. Recite 
them to your 
children and talk 
about them when 
you are at home 
and when you are 
away, when you 
lie down and 
when you rise.
Deuteronomy 
6:6-7

Mark your calendars for 
Vacation Bible School

V.B.S. will be held the evenings of Wednesday 
through Friday, August 1 through 3 at 
Kavanaugh. “Cokesbury’s ‘Rolling River 
Rampage’ invites children on a white-water 
rafting adventure to experience the ride of a 
lifetime with God! Along the river, children 
discover that life with God is an adventure full 
of wonder and surprise, and that they can trust 
God to be with them through anything. 
Relevant music, exciting science, creative 
crafts, fun recreation, and memorable Bible 
stories will help kids know that God is always 

The Children’s Sunday School Class for ages 4 through 
Grade 3 is having a swim party from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. on 
Sunday, May 20, at Jeremy and Danielle Hood’s home, 
which is located at 1103 Ethan Drive. Parents/guardians are 
asked to attend the party and watch the children as they 
swim.  To RSVP, contact Nicole Kay at nicole.kay@att.net or 
(940) 232-0975.

The roses, irises, 
and other flowers 
are in bloom in 
the biblical 
garden.

mailto:nicole.kay@att.net
mailto:nicole.kay@att.net


4

An intelligent 
mind acquires 

knowledge, and 
the ear of the 

wise seeks 
knowledge.

Proverbs 18:15
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College-bound students receive Kavanaugh scholarships

On behalf of Kavanaugh’s Scholarship Committee, donors, and the congregation, Youth 
Director James Hamilton introduces the recipients.  (From Left to Right): Katelyn Hardaway, 
Abby Fields, Jessica Huffhines, Taylor Gilcrest, Claire Hooper, Isaiah Dean, Faith McCoy, 
and Amauri Barrett. Not pictured: Crissty Williams.

• Katelyn Hardaway (Greenville High School), 
• Abby Fields (Greenville Christian School), 
• Jessica Huffhines (Wolfe City High School), 
• Taylor Gilcrest (Campbell High School), 
• Claire Hooper (Greenville High School/UNT), 
• Isaiah Dean (Greenville High School), 
• Faith McCoy (Greenville High School),
• Amauri Barrett (Greenville High School), 
• Not pictured: Crissty Williams (Paris Junior College-Nursing)

Each year Kavanaugh United Methodist 
Church offers scholarships to graduating 
seniors from Hunt County high schools.

The Nine scholarships have a value of more 
than $10,000.  The following students were 
awarded scholarships for the 2018-2019 
school year:
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They devoted 
themselves to 
the apostles’ 
teaching and 
fellowship, to 
the breaking of 
bread and the 
prayers.
Acts 2:42

Dear Kavanaugh, 
Your Kindness make such a difference in 
my life.  Thank you for believing in me and 
helping me further my education. 
 Thank you, 
 Taylor Gilcrest 
 Recipient of the Jettie and 
 Emmet Manley Scholarship 

Dear Kavanaugh members, 
It’s sometimes easy to forget that there are 
nice people out there doing nice things for 
others.  
Thank you for being a special reminder.  
Thank you for selecting me for the 
Kavanaugh United Methodist Church 
scholarship.  It will be a great help to me in 
college. 
 Sincerely,
 Amauri Barrett 
 Recipient of the 
 Kavanaugh UMC Scholarship 

Dear Kavanaugh Scholarship Committee 
and Members, 
I would like to thank you again for 
selecting me for the Lee Faulkner 
Scholarship.  This scholarship will help 
me greatly as I further my education at 
Texas State University.  I know I will 
accomplish great things in life, and I 
appreciate you all for helping me reach 
my goals. 
 Sincerely, 
 Faith McCoy 
 Recipient of the 
 Lee Byron Faulkner Scholarship # 2 

Recipients thank Kavanaugh for scholarships

Our Vision
From the heart of the city, 
sharing the heart of Christ.
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For by Me your 
days will be 

multiplied, and 
years will be 

added to your life.
Proverbs 9:11
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Celebrate late-May and early-June 
birthdays and anniversaries

Anniversaries
Surprisingly, no one tied the 

knot in May or June.

Late-May Birthdays
21 John Foote
23 Kay Loehr
27 Toni Cookston
30 Nelle Wilkerson
31 Byron Chitwood 

Early-June Birthdays
 4     Carole Perks    
 6      June Tharp
11      Mary Mize 

 

The season of Pentecost for 
2018 runs from May 20 
(Pentecost Sunday) through 
August 19.

Ham, rolls, and tea will be provided.  Congregation, please 
bring salads, veggies and/or dessert.

Eat and fellowship at the third-Sunday 
potluck lunch on May 20

Hear the choirs, praise bands, and 
musicians of local congregations at 
Music in the Spirit on May 27
Musicians from local churches will come to share 
the stage of the Texan Theater with their offerings 
of song from 3:00 to 4:15 p.m. on Sunday, May 
27. Lobby Cafe service will be available. 
Entrance to the quarterly event is free.

Leadership Council hears about a possible United Methodist 
Hispanic ministry in Greenville
This newsletter includes the minutes 
from the March 21, 2018, Leadership 
Council meeting, at which Pastor John 
Kay spoke about a possible United 
Methodist Spanish-speaking ministry in 
Greenville.  This ministry would be the 
ministry of all four U.M. congregations 
here.

The next Leadership Council meeting is 
planned for 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, May 
16, in the church library.  All leaders are 
asked to attend.
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Please pray for those people and situations on the Prayer List

Rejoice in hope, 
be patient in 
suffering, 
persevere in 
prayer. 
Rejoice with 
those who 
rejoice, weep 
with those who 
weep.
Romans 
12:12, 15
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For The City

KAVANAUGH
Confirmation Class 2018
Possible U.M. Hispanic ministry in Greenville
H.C.I.:  Younger Generations Team   
Children and Leaders of Kava-Kids and 

Kavanaugh Kids Day Out
Church staff 

CHURCH MEMBERS
Linda Bolch, Jill Sherrill, Frank Barnard, Gary 

Oxley, Alan Doshier, Randy Talley

OTHER MEMBERS TO REMEMBER
At home:  Peggy Kay, Katherine McCaw, 

Mae Pickens, and Nelle Wilkerson.
At Briarcliff Center: Mary Powell
At Pilgrim Manor in Bossier City, LA:   Diane 

Johnston

FAMILY AND FRIENDS OF K.U.M.C.
Amanda Loehr Thompson
Betty Jean Cooper, by Sara Bobbitt
Bill Buchanan, Elaine Hooper’s father
Bobby Pope, by MIL Ramona Paget 
Brayden White, Dawn’s grandson 
Carolyn Stone, Linda Bolch’s sister
Chuck Thompson, Amanda’s FIL
Howard Reese, Perks Family friend
Jan Morse, sister of Kathy Logan 
Jessie Barrett, by Bennie Barrett, Jr.
John Jensen, by Elaine Barnard
Joyce Shuman 
Karen Pope, by mother Ramona Paget 
Lettie Gillespie
Marie Strickland, Dennis’ mother  
Mary Ann Russell, by Gail Beasley
Mary Welch, by Pam Shuman
Mason Benedict, Pam’s step grandson
Maxine Leverett, by Sara Bobbitt 
Nancy Kerr
Noreen Nyland, by Kay Loehr
Pastor John Kay
Paul Gahm, Cousin of Pastor John
Peggy Love, by Danielle Hood
Rosalie Hill, by Martha Foote
Stan Caywood, Heather Hamilton’s father
Wanda Caywood, Heather Hamilton’s 

Grandmother in Cooper

OUR MILITARY PERSONNEL
Jim Johnston, USAF, son of Diane Johnston
Kristen Axel, US Navy, daughter of David & 

niece of Billie Gail Ratcliff
Robert Darter, son of Pam Shuman.
Ross Goen, Texas National Guard, grandson 

of Katharine McCaw

Tim Lewallen 
Timothy Carraway, US Army, grandson of 

Vernon and Nona Holzwarth
Tom Shuler 

OTHER PEOPLE
Aaron Stone, brother of Starr Stone-

Fisher.
Bonita Malone’s mother, by Elaine Hooper 
Carolyn Britton, by Shirley Hoffman 
Charles Ranly 
Charles Rominger 
Darla Petty, Pam’s friend
David Dreiling 
Don Robadeaux, by 

Jeanne Adams
Edmund, by John Kay 
Gretchen Combs
James Bowie, Jane 

Martyn’s BIL
Jennifer Edwards, by Gail Beasley 
Kevin Plunkett, by Nicole Kay 
Kim LeBlanc, by Nicole’s mother 
Lois Harvey, by Gail Beasley
Marla Nolley, Rev. Cotten’s daughter.
Mary Helen Bowie, sister of Jane Martyn
Rev. Micah Johnson, brain tumors
Rev. Tan Flippin, by John Kay
Rick Forbis, by Elaine Hooper 
Suzanne Thomason, by Sara Bobbitt 
Trevor Daniel 

LEADERS
National, state, and local officials
Our bishop:  Michael McKee
Our district superintendent:  Vic Casad
Leaders of Kavanaugh U.M.C.
James Hamilton and Law enforcement
Leaders of Boys & Girls Club, such as 

Heather Hedges

JOYS FOR ANSWERED PRAYERS
Dylan Cooper 

The roses, irises, 
and other flowers 
are in bloom in 
the biblical 
garden.



COLOPHON:  The Circuit Rider is the name of the 
monthly newsletter of Kavanaugh United Methodist 
Church of Greenville, Texas.  Many people receive this 
newsletter in PDF form as an email attachment.  If you 
would like to receive either the emailed version or the 
paper version in full color, please contact Dawn 
Contreras at office@kavumc.org or (903) 455-2869. 

The campus is located in the heart of Greenville, south 
of downtown on the corner of Park St. and Stonewall 
St.  Established in 1896, the church is in the East 
District of the North Texas Conference of The United 
Methodist Church.
Website: www.KavUMC.org
Facebook and Twitter:  www.KavUMC.org/social 
Phones: (903) 455-2869 and Metro (903) 450-1025
Sundays:  Worship begins at 10:55 a.m. and Sunday 

School for adults, tweens, and children starts at 
9:45 a.m.
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Men are invited to Mayberry County
The men of the Men’s Monday Noon Bible Study are 
looking at The Andy Griffith Show and studying the 
truth of scripture.  They have a few more weeks before 
they begin a new study.

Dive more deeply into the helpful book 
Crash the Chatterbox:  Hearing God’s 
Voice above All Others

Join the discussion at 7:00 at 
the Monday Night Bible 
Study beginning on Monday, 
May 21, in the parlor.  Books 
are $15.  The plan is that 
they will be distributed at the 
study that night.  They will be 
available also in the church 
office.  Students do not need 
to read before the first 
session.

Did you know that we offer 4 weekday Bible studies?

Wednesday noon prayer group is 
studying a controversial book
Join us at 12:05 on Wednesdays in the parlor for a 
brief Bible study, featuring Marjorie Hewitt Suchocki’s 
book In God’s Presence, followed by a time of praying 
for all of the names on our prayer list. Participants do 
not have to purchase the book.

Mid-May
2018

By the makers of The 
Mayberry Bible Study, The 
Lucy Show Bible Study 
similarly looks at The Lucy 
Show and studies the 
Bible.  The class meets 
from 10:30 to noon on 
Friday mornings in the 
parlor.

Women will have 
fun with The Lucy 
Show Bible Study 
on Fridays 
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