There are a multitude of realities that are
beyond our vision and we need assistance
in apprehending them. Recently, I was in
a medical room of an orthopedic surgeon.
I had been having pain in my shoulder and
it had been present for several months. I
was hoping he could tell me what was
wrong and how it could improve. He
moved my arm this way and that, put
pressure on it and asked a few questions.
I asked him what was wrong and he
followed with, “I don’t know, you will need
to do an MRI”. I was hoping for more, but
he just couldn’t tell me until the hidden
reality of my shoulder could be seen. The
images from the MRI helped him see more
clearly the hidden cause of the problem in
hope of bringing healing.
We live in a world in which the ultimate
realities are often hidden from our vision
and experience. One central aspect of
what is ultimately real is explained by Paul
in Ephesians 1:18-23 beginning with his
prayer that we would have eyes to see
and live in accordance with this reality. The
reality is that Christ has been raised and
seated at the right hand of God, far above
all things that have the appearance of
power. And “all things” have been placed
in submission under his feet and his power
is exerted through his body, that is His
Church. Watch the nightly news or the
daily news digests and what reality do you
see? Presented to us is the appearance of a
world out of control. You know the themes
that are prevalent today, those realities
which fill your mind and heart and evoke
fear, anxiety, unrest, anger, even division
and dissension.

BUT there is a truer
and greater reality
which we must hold
onto with the “eyes of
our hearts that have
been enlightened”
(Ephesians 1:18). Our
lives must be grounded in the exalted
Christ, that Scripture presents to us and
it is that reality that we celebrate and
bind ourselves to during Advent: “Christ
Has Come, Christ is coming Again.” God
in the flesh came to us as Immanuel,
God with us, in Jesus Christ. The tense of
the verb “has come” is significant since
this was not simply a past event that
has come and gone, but rather a past
event that has ongoing implications.
The reality of Christ coming to earth is
connected to the past and carries
forward, even into eternity. Jesus came
to establish the rule and reign of God
on earth through his life, death and
resurrection and that reign is being
carried out even now as He rules from
the right hand of the Father. That fact
carries forward into the future with the
truth that as Christ has come, so He will
come again. But when He comes again,
it will be as the exalted, transcendent
Christ who comes enthroned as King!
Of course, He is King now, though at
times it is not so obvious but when he
comes again it will be visible (known to
our eyes) and visceral (known in the
depth of our souls). Our response to
this past, present and future reality is
Hallelujah!

How has your year been? It has been a flop.
Or has it? The narrative that we have all bought
into is that this year has been a horrible year
that we all want to forget. I have often contributed to this narrative in my sermons and in
everyday conversations. It has been a different
year for sure. It has been a challenging year. It
has been a year planned out by God from before
the foundation of time. It has not caught him by
surprise and somehow fits into his perfect
unthwartable plan. (see Psalm 139:16; Job 42:2;
Ps 33:10-12; Prov 16:9, 19:21; Isa 25:1)
Every year, I try to sit down and think back over
the year and do a year end review. I try to think
about the highlights and the low lights of the
year. I had a friend who always would compile
a “Lessons Learned” list for the year. This has
been a helpful practice to help process what
has transpired and to try to discern what God
has been teaching me. This year, I started the
process a little early and to my shock it has not
been all that bad of a year. In fact, I have a lot
more highs than lows. There were some pretty
low lows in there. But overall, it has been a
really good year.
One of the highlights that served as a highlight
multiplier was when I made the decision to
delete Facebook and all other social media from
my phone. I did not delete my accounts, but I
took them off my phone. My stress level
dropped more than I would have imagined. For
a few days, I did not know what to do with my
phone. I would pick it and then put it back
down. It seemed to no longer serve the purpose
that it once did. I had become a slave to my
device and the bondage has been broken. My
phone now serves a new purpose. I make phone
calls, text, memorize scripture, order food and
listen to helpful podcasts. OverBrookdale News is a monthly
all, I spend a lot less time staring
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There were many other
really good things that have
happened this year. In fact,
there are too many to list
here. If you want to know
them call me and we can
chat. I would love to hear your highlights as
well.
Make sure you take some time as the end of
this year approaches and ask yourself some
questions to reflect on the year. Here are a
few examples:
What are my highlights? Or What has gone
well this year?
What are my lowlights? Or What has not
gone so well this year?
What is the biggest thing God has shown me
this year?
What am I learning or what have I learned…
about God…about myself?
What the greatest challenges that I have
faced?
What are the greatest opportunities I have
faced?
We are all drawn toward the negative. Let’s
face it. We all like to complain a little. Take
some time to focus on what has been good
(even the good coming out of hard circumstances). Take some time alone with the Lord
to fix your eyes on him. Ask him to show you
what you need to learn and where you need
to grow. I suspect that he has been working in
your heart all year long. Just because we shutdown most of our society for a time, He never
shut down. God has been at work even if you
cannot see it (Psalm 121). Take some time to
look back and next month we will take some
time to look ahead.
Ben

Our fall retreat happened in the year 2020,
so like the year it was totally different. I am
so amazed that every time we “ministry”
together with children and youth, God is so
present. While things don’t go the way I
planned or hoped, God does even more and
encourages me to think outside the box. I have to look for
different games, find ways to be outside and focus on what it
is that God wants me to share with the students.
Our theme for the retreat was
Totally Transformed. We looked at how Jesus transformed the lives of
those he met through his life, forgiveness, word and love. There were
quiet times for reading and reflecting on God’s word, small group discussions and prayer. Each student got to create a reminder of the faith each
person had to trust in Jesus. This was really cool to watch each student
as they took time to carefully create their own faith picture and frame it.
Being on a retreat also includes time to be outside in God’s
beautiful creation. We were supposed to go horseback riding,
but….. it’s 2020 and that got cancelled 30 minutes before we
were supposed to go. So again, plans changed and we went
to Bluff Woods for some hiking. It was a perfect day, a bit
windy, but for November, it was fantastic. The kids hiked, went
down to the creek, looked at all the cool leaves on the ground
and simply enjoyed the day the Lord
made.

I think it’s fair to say that 2020 has been a year
for serious reflection. When the lockdowns
were initialized in February and March, pretty
much everything stopped, and all many of us
could do was reflect upon our days. In the
weeks and months that followed, like many
of you my wife and I experienced unsettling
emotions and thoughts: do we need to be
stockpiling food in case production shuts
down, should we be going in to work or
logging in remotely, how can we best protect
our children from the virus, how can we help
our children to connect socially, how should
we travel when necessary, how many masks
should we buy, how can we support our
friends if we can’t see them, do we have
enough in savings if we’re laid off, how can we
contribute to racial reconciliation, for whom
should we vote, will it make any difference,
and when will this be over?
Through the many questions we’ve tried our
best to answer, the natural transitions of life
have continued. The world has spun on. The
seasons have changed. We celebrated a
daughter born to our family. My former
students have gone to college, or high school,
or continued on in middle school. They have
formed relationships, and lost relationships.
My wife has changed occupations. My children
have relentlessly continued to grow up,
despite our protestations.
We moved. I changed jobs. We bought a
house. We met a brand new church. I learned a
bunch of new names, and hope to learn many
more. We’ve found new restaurants and parks
and sidewalks.
We’ve grieved the separation of death and
celebrated new life.
It is within the transitions of life, when we’re
knocked out of our ruts and routines, that one
can more easily choose a different path and

respond afresh to the
guidance of the Spirit. This
year, I plan to pay special
attention to the transition
toward Christmas, especially
in what has been a bleak
midwinter of a year. Certainly we have tasted
and seen the goodness of God in many of
these days. But if I am being honest, the
number of days of distress and lament that
I and many of us experienced this year is overwhelming. C.S. Lewis said that God whispers to
us in our pleasures, speaks in our consciences,
and shouts in our pain. So, this Christmas, my
prayer for our community, my invitation to
you, is to listen for the strong, forceful bellows
of our God as He shout-sings His love over you,
and that you would respond by adding your
own voice to the Redeemed of the Lord.
“Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, O
Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O
daughter of Jerusalem! The LORD has taken
away the judgments against you; he has
cleared away your enemies. The King of Israel,
the LORD, is in your midst; you shall never
again fear evil. On that day it shall be said to
Jerusalem: ‘Fear not, O Zion; let not your hands
grow weak. The LORD your God is in your
midst, a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you
by his love; he will exult over you with loud
singing.” -Zeph 3:14-17

How many times do you hear it — “So, are you
ready for Christmas?” Honestly, I really don’t
have any idea how I’m supposed to answer
that. Am I ready for Christmas? What does that
even mean?
Have I decorated the house? No. To be honest,
I haven’t even mopped the floor in over a
week. I do have my tree up, but little else…
and that was only to appease a 3-year old
grandchild who insisted on decorating
grandma’s tree. It turned out to be a welcome
distraction from the often discouraging reality
of 2020.
Have I baked cookies for my neighbors or
made homemade caramels for co-workers?
Of course not — if I find the motivation to
undertake the baking, decorating and delivering that brought me so much joy last year, it
will happen a couple of weeks from now. No
one expects cookies. Maybe some expect
caramels(?). Sometimes it’s best to set low
expectations.
Have I bought presents? Um…not so much.
Some day very soon I will give serious thought
about what I might give to my children and
grandchildren. In this year of COVID it appears

that my shopping experiences will be limited.
Crowds are risky, even with masks. I’ll miss
walking through the decorated shops with all
the lights and holiday music. Will I even get to
watch my family open their gifts this year at
our traditional family gathering? It’s doubtful.
I guess by all prevailing standards the clear
answer is that no, I am not in the least ready
for Christmas.
Unless you mean: Am I ready to embrace the
darkness of this year, but also keep an eye on
the light that is coming?
Unless you mean: Am I ready to consider what
it means to imagine God in the form of a powerless baby?
Unless you mean: Am I ready to follow a star,
or whatever might lead me toward the new,
the hopeful, the miraculous?
In that case, I’m still not sure. It’s not always
easy, but I suspect—I hope—that the answer
is yes.
This season, my prayer for all of us is that we
will, in the truest sense, be ready for Christmas,
with all the peace, hope, joy and assurance
that comes with it.

The Bullying Breakthrough by Jonathan McKee. Real help for parents and teachers of the bullied, bystanders, and bullies. Includes cyberbullying. Great discussion questions.
The Art of Neighboring by John Pathak and Dave Runyon. Building genuine relationships right
outside your door.
One Christmas Bear by Anne Vittur Kennedy.Children’s Board Book. Count the blessings of
Christmas.
Christmas Cookie Day by Tara Knudson. Children’s Board Book. Includes cookie recipe.
Wherever You Go I Want You to Know by Melissa Kruger. A wonderful parent read aloud book
for young children.
These books will be displayed for checkout inour new library. Please continue using our previous
way of checkout.
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On November 1st, the Brookdale family celebrated as Carter and Dylan Corcoran
were baptized during the worship service.

On November 15th, we welcomed five new members
into the Brookdale family:
Dylan Corcoran, Bryan and Marta Green,
Mitzi Hargis, and Kelli Pratte.
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The women’s ministry team held the first in a
series of “vintage movie nights” complete with
popcorn and snacks. The intention: to help us,
as Christians, view (and learn to teach the next
generation how to view) ALL of “life”, even
MOVIES, through a Biblical world view.
The 1958 British B&W drama, “SEPARATE
TABLES”, complete with an ALL STAR "Greatest
Generation” cast, was rich with human failings of
fear, lust, anger, rage, and self-righteousness. It
then showed how demonstrating
compassion and forgiveness changed “everything" for “everyone” (see
Colossians 3). It illustrated powerful, not-soon-to-be-forgotten lessons
how taking on Christ’s character qualities can change the world around
us! An interactive discussion complete with personal application
questions followed.
Stay tuned for the NEXT movie- you won’t want to miss!

