small group and they
loved him. I am thrilled
that he will be joining
our church and our staff
team. I believe that he
will lead both of the these ministries very
well but I am also anticipating how he will
add to the “synergy” of our staff team.
Each person on the team is there providentially and will help to contribute to the
overall well being and benefit of Brookdale as a whole. My hope is that we will
indeed be able to “sharpen one another”
in order to improve our team as a whole.
By God’s grace, Henry will make Ben, Terri,
Sue and I (and others) better at what we
do and each of us will help to sharpen,
grow and improve him. There is of course
a division of labor in our team. We are productive as we know what is expected of
us. However, we are effective as we recognize that our influence is greater than
the slice of ministry that is given to us. By
God’s grace we will all grow together. I
love how Paul describes the intertwined,
organic impact of the body upon itself in
Ephesians 4:15-16 and I think this also a
good illustration of how God will establish
and equip Brookdale church. “Rather,
Brookdale has just added another important
speaking the truth in love, we are to grow
member of our staff
up in every way into him
team. Henry and Amanda
who is the head, into
Kritikos and their four
Christ, from whom the
children will be joining us
whole body, joined and
to give leadership to the
held together by every
Brookdale Youth ministry
joint with which it is
and to our musical
equipped, when each
worship as a Church.
part is working properly,
I have known Henry since
makes the body grow so
he was a “squirrelly” colthat it builds itself up in
lege student at KU. He
love.
The Kritikos family
led my son’s 8th grade
Henry, Amanda, Lawrence, Cyprian, Ebenezer & Annaliese
“Synergy” might be one of those words that
is over used or maybe it just sounds sophisticated but I like its meaning. Generally it
describes a state of affairs when the “whole
is greater than the sum of it parts.” I have
had the experience over the course of my
years to serve on several different teams. On
some teams I was a role player, on other
teams I have led. Regardless of my role, I
have enjoyed thinking about how teams can
be effective at working together such that
the whole can be greater than the sum of the
parts. One of the potential strengths of a
team comes from the biblical analogy of the
church that we are the body of Christ such
that each one has an essential role to play
and a gift set that goes with that role and
the very Spirit of God who indwells them to
animate the use of that gift. This is a core
truth that undergirds how we operate as a
church at all different levels. This is also true
for teams of people as they are formed providentially by God, and I am thankful for this.
As Senior Pastor, I am well aware that if
Brookdale Church is to grow in our presence
and effectiveness as a Church, it will be
though a team of men and women provided
and empowered by God.

We are excited to announce that Paige (Lemon) Funk will be our new
Nursery Coordinator. Paige will be coordinating and recruiting volunteers, helping with our new check-in process, organizing/inventorying
the nursery and supplying volunteers with curriculum for our littlest
church attendees. Paige will be a great addition to our Children’s
Ministry team. She was previously the Lead Teacher for Pre-K at St. Paul
Lutheran school, volunteered for years at Brookdale and is currently
doing day-care out of her home to help meet the needs of families and
to be with her one year old daughter. Paige will add so much to our
program with her attention to details and experience working as a Lead
Teacher. Please be sure to welcome her and maybe let her know if you
are interested in volunteering.

Dear Parents,
Plans are underway to kick-off the fall Sunday School classes,
but right now I have something important to share with you.
We are doing our best to provide a safe environment for your kids to play and to learn about
Jesus. In addition to making sure the classrooms are clean and disinfected each Sunday, we will
be implementing a brand new check-in system on Sunday mornings!
Nothing is more important to us than the safety and security of your children. That's why we’ve
chosen “KidCheck” -- we are confident this check-in solution will provide you the best check-in
experience and to allow us to partner with you to keep your children safe.
We will go live with KidCheck on Sunday, September 13, so it is important you create your account prior to this date. It’s simple and will only take a few minutes.
Sign Up:
1. Visit https://go.kidcheck.com or download the KidCheck app
on a mobile device
2. Select the link to create a free KidCheck account
3. Fill in the requested fields, and agree to the terms of use.
Adding Children and Guardians:
1.

Locate the “Kids” tab. Select the link to add a new child, and input your child’s information
and upload photos. Select the save button when you are done.
2. Locate the “Guardians” tab. This is where you will input additional guardians whom you
would like to be able to pick up the children you’ve listed. Add their information and upload
photos. Remember to click save when you are done.
Once you’ve created your account, simply use your 10 digit phone number to check-in with us!
Thank you for your participation — we look forward to seeing your children, and we’re
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Sue Bolander, Director of Children’s Ministry

The first Bible verse that I ever memorized was
Proverbs 15:1. My Aunt Beverly was our Sunday
school teacher. I was probably in the 2nd or 3rd
grade. I have never forgotten this verse: "A soft
answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up
anger." This is a powerful truth that our tongue has
the power to heal or the power to destroy. We see
this ever so clearly in the public discourse around us
today. As Christians, this should not be true of us.
We are called to "be blameless and innocent,
children of God without blemish in the midst of a
crooked and twisted generation, among whom you
shine as lights in the world. (Phil 2:15)
The gospel transforms our speech and the words
that come out of our mouths. Proverbs 15:4 gives us
and even clearer picture of the power of our words.
"A gentle tongue is a tree of life, but perverseness in
it breaks the spirit." The bible often speaks about
our words and our speech. I do not have enough
space here to mention all of these verses but here
are a few:
29

Let no unwholesome word proceed from
your mouth, but only such a word as is good for
edification according to the need of the moment,
so that it will give grace to those who hear.
Eph 4:29 NASB
45

The good person out of the good treasure of
his heart produces good, and the evil person out
of his evil treasure produces evil, for out of the
abundance of the heart his mouth speaks.
Luke 6:45 ESV
5

Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to
grow up in every way into him who is the head,
into Christ, Eph 4:15 ESV
14

Do all things without grumbling or disputing,
Phil 2:14 ESV
4

Look at the ships also: though they are so large
and are driven by strong winds, they are guided
by a very small rudder wherever the will of the
pilot directs. 5 So also the tongue is a small
member, yet it boasts of great things. How great
a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire! 6 And
the tongue is a fire, a world of unrighteousness.

The tongue is set among
our members, staining the
whole body, setting on fire
the entire course of life,
and set on fire by hell. 7 For
every kind of beast and
bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed
and has been tamed by mankind, 8 but no
human being can tame the tongue. It is a
restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9 With it we
bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse
people who are made in the likeness of God. 10
From the same mouth come blessing and
cursing. My brothers, these things ought not
to be so. 11 Does a spring pour forth from the
same opening both fresh and salt water? 12
Can a fig tree, my brothers, bear olives, or a
grapevine produce figs? Neither can a salt
pond yield fresh water. James 4 4-12 ESV
Have you grumbled lately? Have you complained
or argued? Have you spoken the truth without
love or love without truth? Have you spoken
words that have not built others up? Have you
gossiped about or slandered others? Have you
sought to destroy, manipulate or get your way by
a misuse of your words? Have your words been a
spring of life to those listening or a swamp of
death? Are you convicted yet? I know that I am!
I have not always used my words in ways that
build up. In our own strength, we have no hope.
But…
There is hope! Hope is found in the good news
that Jesus Christ has spoke life into us through the
gospel. Preaching the good news (the gospel) of
his Life, Death and Resurrection to ourselves daily
is the only hope of change that we have. He is not
only an example of how to live, he gives us the
power to change and changes our motivations.
The Holy Spirit empowers us and the Word of God
changes us day by day. Ask God to bring about
this change in your heart. May the overflow and
abundance of your heart bring life and the hope of
the gospel to those with whom you speak words
of life.

The Gospel Project for Kids is a Christ-centered ongoing weekly Bible study resource that looks at the big picture
of God's story; the story of redemption through Jesus Christ. Each week, kids of all ages will follow a chronological timeline of Bible events, all the while learning how each story points to the gospel of Jesus Christ. This fall
the children will focus on “Jesus the Savior,” which helps kids discover how Jesus told parables, or stories, to
help people understand what the kingdom of heaven is like. Our classroom breakdown includes Babies and
Toddlers, 4 years-Kindergarten, 1-3 Grade and 4-6 Grade.
MIDDLE SCHOOL — Eric Poggemiller
Moral stories become a master plan. Comparison culture becomes a culture of grace. Good deeds become a holy
mission. The Gospel Project helps students center their lives on the gospel, replacing the desire to be “good”
with the empowering transformation that comes only from Jesus Christ.
HIGH SCHOOL — Jay McGhee
Want to deepen your relationship with God? Want to develop a better prayer life? Want to be more attuned to
the will of God? Join us this Fall as we dive into a series called "Praying with Paul". We will learn techniques for
building up the discipline of prayer and think about how to pray the types of prayers Paul prayed. We look forward to seeing you!

THE BASICS OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE
Ben Parmer, Barry Birr, Randy Dudik, Brandon Furlong I Fellowship Hall
Sept. 13 - Dec. 13, 9:15-10:00am
What is a Christian? What does it mean to belong to a church? How can we grow in grace? And how do
we live the Christian life to the very end? How we answer these questions has a huge impact on the
course of our Christian lives. In this series, the basics of the Christian life are carefully explained and
helping us know what it means to be a Christian and how to live abundantly to the glory of God. This
class is for the seasoned Christian as well as for the new believer.
WELCOME TO BROOKDALE
Rick Pratte I Classroom A
Sept. 13 - Oct. 18, 9:15-10:00am
Whether you are new to Brookdale or have been here for a while and have not been able to attend our
Welcome Class, please consider joining us for this 6 week class with an emphasis on learning about
Brookdale Church; what we believe and how this shapes our ministries. Welcome to Brookdale is valuable
as it provides a window into the heart of our ministry, as well as a foundation for membership. It is also a
great time to ask any questions that you might have wanted to ask, but haven't had the opportunity.
BROOKDALE MEN'S FALL BIBLE STUDY
Fellowship Hall
Wednesday Morning 6:30-7:30AM,
Friday Morning- 6:30-7:30AM
Join us as we read, study and encourage each
other through 1 Timothy. Both mornings will be
studying the same material.

BROOKDALE WOMEN'S FALL BIBLE STUDIES
Julie Schmitt’s home
Wednesday Evening 6:30PM, starting September 2
“When God’s Spirit Moves” by Jim Cymbala
New Church Library
Monday Morning 9:30AM, starting September 14
Topic to be determined

The weather was great, the food was delicious, and the
setting was beautiful! Brookdale friends and family had a
wonderful time relaxing and enjoying all the activities at
the Country Celebration on August 2nd. Thanks to everyone who worked on the planning, set up, clean up, or
helped in any way to put this event together.

1 - Leyton Furlong
5 - Mark Austin, Matthew Bolander
6 - Max Richter
9 - Harold Wyble
10 - Jack Poggemiller, Debbie Punzo
12 - Russ Mooney
13- Karen Ward
15 - Zoe Bryant
20 - Stan Hall
24 - Darold Trautman
25 - Keli Pratte

27 - Bill Addington, Randy Dudik, Christine McCabe
28 - Judy Payne
29 - Vernalee Carter
October
1 - Cheyenne Nightingale
2 - Sol Bryant, Dick Crowl, Connie Lemon,
Dawnelle Rohde
3 - Susie Yardley
4 - Sarah Burnham, Ryan Swank
5 - Dan Schwabe

Dear Brookdale,
Thank you for the plant, cards, and prayers in the loss of my mother. The plant had a card with just the right
words— ”from your Brookdale family.” —Doug Paden
Dear Brookdale family,
I want you all to know how much I appreciated the cards, phone calls and prayers during my surgeries
(thyroidectomy and vocal cord repair), which led to esophagus through intestinal illness. God is good and
things are improving. I do appreciate everyone and miss everyone! Hugs to all. —Pati Jones
Dear friends,
Special thanks to my Brookdale family for the prayers, cards, and delicious meals. I will be moving to Kansas
City soon to be closer to my son and family. I’ll miss the groups trips (Randy), Bible studies, book club,
baked potato luncheons, neighborhood gatherings in the park, etc. I am thankful to have had the opportunity to have been the moderator for the Deacons for two terms; being one of the first facilitators to get
GriefShare up and running, seeing tears turned to smiles; trying to coral 80 kids at times with Sue at Kids
Zone; and don’t forget, I still own “best costume ever” for Trunk or Treat! God bless all and keep you safe.
—Love, Linda Taylor

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE SESSION MEETING HELD ON JULY 28, 2020
 The Deacons and Elders met jointly for the first part of the meeting and discussed contacts with Brookdale members and how they have been doing during the pandemic.
 Pastor Pratte reported that worship services will continue as they are for the time being due to the pandemic. We are preparing to restart Sunday School on September 13th. He also reported that significant
progress is being made toward hiring a new Youth Director.
 Randy Dudik has stepped down as the chair of the Spiritual Formation Team. Pastor Parmer will now
chair the team.
 The Nominating Committee is making progress on its slate of new Church Officers to be presented to the
Congregation later in the Fall.
 Elder Chris Kammerer has resigned his position on the Session.
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Our Trustees are sponsoring a fall clean-up / work day on September 12th. We will be sprucing up the
grounds at both buildings, disposing of items that have been in storage for years, and reorganizing some
spaces. We plan to have a couple of dumpsters available that day to take care of all the junk and debris.
If you can help out for a couple of hours, or for the whole morning, come by the church and we’ll put you
to work!

