What is your address? That is normally a
pretty easy question to answer except if
you have recently moved. Then you have
to think about it to remember exactly
where you live. We live in a world that is
constantly moving and shifting. Whether
we have physically moved or not, the
world around us, like a river is moving
and changing. All this can have a kind of
disorienting effect on us emotionally,
mentally and spiritually. That is why
crossover points like a new year can be so
important for us to help orient our lives.
For as many years as I can remember,
Psalm 90 has been an orienting Psalm
for Kelli and I. The disorientation we
experience as human beings is nothing
new. It seems to be innate to the human
experience. We find ourselves living in time
and space, yet we can never get acclimated
to its movement. C.S. Lewis writes in his
Reflections on the Psalms “For we are so
little reconciled to time (mortality) that we
are even astonished at it. . . It is as strange
as if a fish were repeatedly surprised at the
wetness of water.” Yet this is where we
find ourselves, surprised by the constant
movement and disorientation created as
we float on the river of time. Psalm 90
gives us much to anchor our lives to but
there are two verses in particular that are
especially helpful. In the opening verse,
the author (Moses) gives the worshiper of
Yahweh a fixed point in space as an anchor: “Lord, you have been our dwelling
place in all generations.” As the river of
time flows on and as our particular place
shifts and changes, there is a fixed address
that we have been given, that place is the

Lord Himself. The Lord
is our dwelling place,
our refuge, the only
place that is certain.
This indeed is an orienting thought in these days, especially
as we allow our hearts to dream of the
day when we will dwell with him in an
unmediated way, when we will find
ourselves perfectly acclimated to that
world; the world for which we were
made.
Moses continues on to instruct as to
how we are to live in this world. In verse
12 comes a request to the one who is
our fixed address, “So teach us to
number our days, that we may gain a
heart of wisdom.” In order to live in this
constantly moving environment we
have to learn how to count, specifically
how to count our days. This is not a
quantitative skill it is a qualitative one.
Only wisdom which is found in living in
the fear of the Lord, will cultivate this
qualitative ability of counting and
evaluating our days as they pass by us.
God promises to teach us how to live in
this time when our address keeps
changing, even as we await our eternal
home. In that place God himself will be
our light and there will be no need of
the sun, which means that “days” which
are marked by the rising and setting of
the sun, will be no more.

Hello Brookdale Family!
Ben was able to say “thank you” in the last
newsletter for all of the wonderful cards, gifts,
and words of encouragement that were sent our
way in November. So, I wanted to have my turn
to say “Thank you!” We so much appreciate all of
the kind words that were shared with us through
cards and the gifts that were given to us throughout the month of November! I would like to say
thank you to all who shared those words of
encouragement and gifts! However, I wanted to
also extend my Thanks to our entire church
family and staff not only for the gifts given to us
in November, but for how we have been loved
and encouraged over the past year.
We moved here last October from a place and
community that we all loved. We knew that God
was calling us to a different place and we knew
that He would lead us faithfully and provide for
us abundantly (as He always does). We accepted
the call to Brookdale Presbyterian Church and to
St. Joe without knowing much about either
place. I cannot even begin to express all the ways
that each of you have made this place feel like
“home” to us. Our children have been loved and
cared for by so many of you. You have gone out

of your way to make sure that we (not just Ben)
are all adjusting well and you have been there to
offer a helping hand if needed in any way.
November was a great month for me (my love
language is words of affirmation), so I LOVED
hearing and reading all of those words of
encouragement throughout the month. The
truth is that you all have readily shared those
same words the entire year we have been here.
There have been tough times in this transition as
there are in any transition. Change is hard. I know
that we have all been through a good bit of
change over the past few years. I find great
comfort in knowing that in the midst of all the
change, our God remains the same. He is faithful.
He is good. He is unchanging.
We are grateful for God’s call on our family to
come here to Brookdale and serve with all of
you. We are thankful that God has called us here
to St. Joe to labor alongside all of you. Thank
you for accepting us with open arms and making
this transition easier by loving us so well. We are
all grateful for you and are so happy to call
Brookdale and St. Joe our “home”!

Check out the church library, on the lower level across from the
office. A few selections you may be interested in include:
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Prince of Armenia by Nshan (Nick) Erganian
Beyond Blessed by Robert Morris
Surprised by Hope by N.T. Wright
The church library also has a variety of small group study materials.

The 2019 Turkey Scavenger Hunt
was a huge success. We were able to
assemble 40 boxes for families. This
year we added families at Pivotal Point
to Mark Twain and Hope Fellowship
Church. The amount of turkeys and
fixins supplied by Brookdale folks was
amazing. As you can see in the picture,
a couple even were creative in how
they donated.
I love this event; it allows students to
gain instant understanding on their
ability to effect change, even if it is
only for one meal. I pray that they would get the
bug and want to do more. Maybe they will do
more in St. Joseph or even take a mission trip. It is
really great to see young people want to be a part
of the community and make it a better place.

Our Christmas party was so much fun. The
walking tacos, nachos, churros cupcakes,
games, Bible story, ornament and BINGO
were all highlights of the evening. The evening was a great time of fellowship with families and a small
group creating a fantastic meal.
The party was a kickoff to our new Club Tuesday program
starting in January. We are hoping to have a small group
host an evening meal, while our Club Tuesday team works
with the children. We served around 64 folks for dinner.
After dinner, the parents and small group chatted some
more, and maybe at a bit more dessert while the children
made ornaments, learned about the Huron Carol and how a
priest from the 1600s helped teach the Native Americans
about Jesus. They also played games and Bingo. If you think
your small group would like to host a Tuesday some month,
please feel free to contact Sue.

What a fun night of creativity was had by all as we
painted the Christmas Star. This project was to remind
us that even though we may not know how the star
appeared, if it was the alignment of planets, a supernova or comets, the important thing is God is in control.
However God designed the sky during the time of Jesus’
birth, what is important is to seek Jesus. I love the night
skies that were created with a star so bright by everyone
who attended, a sure sign of Christmas.
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A Thank You from Rick and Kelli . . .
We wanted to express our deep and sincere appreciation for all the ways that the men and women of
Brookdale Church have cared for us since our move to St. Joseph. Your help unloading and unpacking, all
the food and meals, gifts and gift cards, the Installation reception, so many kind words and many offers to
help, have made St. Joseph and Brookdale Church feel like home very quickly. Thank you for welcoming us a
nd our family so well. We look forward to serving together with you. May God richly bless you all.
Dear Brookdale family,
Linda Taylor recently delivered a wonderful goodie bag from you blessed people. It has such good things in it.
Thank you all for your thoughtfulness and kindness. Wishing you all a joyous Christmas. Love, Gayle Sollars
Dear Brookdale,
Thank you for the visit and bag of Christmas treats. The company was very welcome and the treats appreciated. Merry Christmas to you all — Stan Hall
Dear Brookdale,
Thank you for all the support you have given to me and my mom. Reaching out to Judy with your notes and
cards, your prayers, and the recent gifts cards you have sent have meant the world to me. Thank you all so
very much — Karen Hines

The Book Club met at Doris Wyckoff’s home on
December 13th for a Christmas salad lunch. They
watched the movie “Sense and Sensibility” and
discussed how it compares with the book.
The next meeting will be Friday, January 10th at
2:00 p.m. They will be reading and discussing
___________________
If you enjoy reading a variety of books, consider
joining this group — everyone is welcome!
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Our senior adults held their annual
Christmas lunch on December 5th. Goodie
bags were filled and later delivered to all
of our shut-ins. The food was great, and
students from Mark Twain School provided
some musical entertainment.
Watch for information about future events
and activities for fun loving seniors!

