From Radical Prayer to Extraordinary
Prayer….what is your angle? Ben, do you
think that if you keep talking about
prayer in different ways that maybe it
will awaken people to pray more or even
lead to revival? Well…maybe. I hope this
for myself. I need to keep prayer in front
of me. Without a consistent prayer life, I
begin to think that I can do my job in my
own strength. Prayer reminds me that I
am finite and God is infinite. It reminds
me that I am weak and He is strong. It
reminds me that as much as I try to
change people, only He can do that. It
reminds me that He is all powerful and
that His purposes are being accomplished all around me.
We get the extraordinary privilege to join
him in the building of His Kingdom. A
large part of kingdom-building is getting
to watch lives being transformed by the
gospel. It is a great privilege to see
hearts come alive by a discovery of the
gospel. We all long to see the Holy Spirit
bring lasting change and growth into our
own lives and the lives of those around
us. We want to see revival in our church
and the churches across our land. As we
pray for our nation, we must pray for
revival among our churches. There must
be a rediscovery of the gospel and the
profound life change that is a result of
believing this good news. It cannot start
out there. It must start with me and you.
You cannot expect change to happen in
our larger culture unless it is taking place
in your own heart.

Recently, I was talking
with a mentor of mine
who is trying to revitalize his church. They
are going through a
structured process of
revitalization. He said to me, “we can
strategize all day long but until God’s
people are moved to pray we will not
experience revival in our church.” The
kind of prayer that he is talking about
is what Jonathan Edwards called
“extraordinary prayer.” This prayer
is united, persistent and kingdom
centered. What is unique about this
type of prayer is the nature of the
praying. C. John Miller makes the
distinction between “maintenance”
and “frontline” prayer. Maintenance
prayer is needed and helpful but is
often focused on meeting physical
needs within the church. In contrast,
according to Miller frontline prayer is:
A request for grace to confess sins
and humble ourselves.
A compassion and zeal for the
flourishing of the church and
the reaching of the lost.
A yearning to know God, to see his
face and to glimpse his glory.
As you are reading this article why
don’t you stop right now and begin by
praying these three things for yourself.
That you and I would confess our sins
and humble ourselves before God.
(continued on page 2)

Pray that you and I would have compassion and zeal for the church to flourish and to see the lost
saved. Pray that we would yearn to know God, see his face and see his glory displayed in our lives.
Start there. Start by praying extraordinary radical frontline prayers for God to show up and transform you, our church, the church at large, St. Joe, Missouri and our nation. Revival begins when the
Holy Spirit awakens each of us to begin praying in this manner.
Will you join me in praying this way? We can still pray for maintenance needs of our church. (I long
to see our house in AL to sell) But be transformed in the way you pray for these people and their
needs. Pray for God’s glory to be revealed in their struggles and that their dependence on him
would deepen. Let’s pray for revival to break out in our church and in our town. We know that
when “God shows up…stuff happens”!

The second annual Taste of Brookdale event was
another great night of food and fellowship. Jill
Blazer (main dish) and Ann Weston (dessert) won
the crowd vote, while Howard Miller and Cami
Nightingale won the Judge’s choice. Thank you to
all who took part! I am already looking forward to
year three!
The Basket Auction was a
huge success. Thank you to all
who supplied baskets and bid.
While events like the Taste of
Brookdale, fundraising and
mission trips get the headlines,
it is always great to get a
chance to just hang out. One
of the purest forms of ministry,
in my opinion, is often the simply times when there
is really nothing to do but just sit and talk and let
the Holy Spirit direct the conversation.
Brookdale News is a
monthly publication of
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kids in front of me willing to talk to an old
man, and I kick myself when I fail to take
advantage of those chances.

four square; the activity is just the background for the main purpose to engage kids,
where they are, and build relationships.
Several of us are reading the book “Gospel
Centered Youth Ministry” together and
discussing each week with the interns. We
just finished the chapter that deals with
discipleship in youth ministry. The book gives
a great example of a pattern for discipleship.
The three parts are Initiate, Identify and
Invade.
The author of this chapter, Darren DePaul,
uses the story of Jesus and the woman at the
well (John 4). The text says Jesus “had” to
pass through Samaria. Well, in reality, Jesus
made the choice and effort to be at the well
at midday because it was God’s plan. Jesus
made the choice to Initiate the conversation.
That is often the hardest part for us, to make
the effort, to risk it and start the conversation with a young person, accepting the
opportunities God put in front of us. I am in
awe of God and how he continues to put

Once that relationship is started and some
trust is built, the next step is to Identify.
Jesus went straight to the heart of the
woman’s sin, and we cannot be afraid to
address sin in our student’s lives. We can be
loving and caring, but we have to be brave
enough to get it all out into the open. DePaul
writes, “Week after week we interact with
students who forsake the “living waters” in
Christ for “broken cisterns that can hold no
water” (Jer.2:13).
The final step is Invade. Our students will
never get past their sin if we are not pointing
them to Jesus. We must tell them and hopefully show them that there is so much more
than what the world is promising. By invading their lives Jesus can use us to point their
lives toward Him and the healing these kids
need.
The book is worth a read for anyone, not just
youth workers, and is way better than my
feeble attempt to explain it above.
I continue to be amazed at how the
Brookdale family supports our youth
program! The impacts are far reaching and
not always visible, but they are real.
Please continue to pray for the young people
of our church and in the St Joseph area.

With threats of rain all three days, we
were worried that our outdoor projects
might not work out for iServe. We were
instead blessed with 3 fantastic days
that allowed us to go around St. Joseph and help our
community. Some of the great places we served included
Food for Kids, The St. Joseph museums on Charles and on
Frederick, Flood clean-up at Remington Nature Center,
the Albrecht-Kemper museum, Pivotal Point, Noyes
Home, United Way, YWCA, Inter-Serve, Riverside School
and Kaden’s Closet. Each day the children worked on
three projects, with a lunch at the SMC in between work sessions. Pizza and Chick-fil-a (donated) were
just what they needed to get refueled and head out for 2 more
sessions. After the two days of work, they had a special treat - a trip
to Worlds of Fun for doing such a great job. We sure appreciate
partnering with our community.

Here is a true story, about a Christian who is
reluctant to be a disciple, from Renovation of
the Heart, by Dallas Willard. "A lady came to a
pastor who had been emphasizing discipleship
and said, 'I just want to be a Christian. I don't
want to be a disciple. I like my life the way it is.
I believe that Jesus died for my sins, and I will be
with Him when I die. Why should I have to be a
disciple?’”
How would you answer her question about
discipleship, "I don't want to ...why do I have
to?”
Upon a true profession of faith this lady would
have been given the gift of the Holy Spirit, the
divine energy used by God to enable us to
transform into the image of Christ and to live
under His Lordship.
So why does she not have the "want to" to
change her life, to follow Jesus?
1. Does she love Jesus? Jesus said, “If you love
me, you will obey what I command." (Jo. 14:15)
and " . . . anyone who does not take up his cross
and follow me, is not worthy of Me.” (Mt. 10:38)
2. Does she think she is already "good
enough?" Jesus said, "There is only One who
is good." (Mt. 19:17). Paul says, "I know that
nothing good dwells in me, that is my
flesh." (Ro. 7:18)
3. Does she think that she can try to make
herself better? Paul, describing life through the
Spirit states, "The mind of sinful man is death,
but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and
peace; the sinful man is hostile to God."
4. Does she think her sins aren't that bad?
"For all have sinned and fall short of the glory
of God." (Ro. 3:23). Unconfessed sin quenches
the Spirit. In 1 Thess.. 5:19 Paul warns, "Do not
quench the Spirit." We recognize our sins
through the searchlight of God's Word,
illuminated by the Holy Spirit.
5. Does she prefer not to be in conflict with the
secular world? She certainly is not alone. Many
Christians are silent and powerless against the

tides of secularization. And yet Christians are
called to be "the salt of the earth" (Matt. 5:13)
and "the light of the world." (Matt. 5:14).
6. Does she want to avoid appearing "religious"
or "hypocritical?" Unless we are seeking holiness
through the Holy Spirit, based on our love for
Jesus Christ, our religion is a man-centered
legalism that breeds self-righteousness.
Why should she be a disciple?
1. Choosing against Christ's rule is a sin.
Billy Graham, in his book The Holy Spirit, states
that "The deepest sin of all is our failure to let
Christ rule our lives. The most basic question any
Christian can ask is this - Who is ruling my life, self
or Christ?"
2. It is cheap grace
Dietrich Bonheoffer answers this question in his
book, The Cost of Discipleship. He states that the
failure to be a disciple is "cheap grace . . . Grace
we bestow on ourselves . . . Grace without
discipleship . . . Costly grace is the gospel which
must be sought again and again . . . It is costly
because it costs a man his life, and it is grace
because it gives a man the only true life."
3. We are commanded to bear fruit by abiding in
Jesus.
"I am the vine and you are the branches. If a man
remains in me and I in him, he will bear much
fruit; apart from Me you can do nothing."
(Jo. 15:5)
The Spirit of God dwells within all who have
accepted Christ as Savior and God commands us
to live life controlled and guided by the Holy
Spirit in order to bear the Spirit's fruit (the
character of Christ) and to exercise the Spirit's
gifts for the good of the Church.
The reason to "want to" be a disciple boils down
to loving Jesus enough to make Him Lord of our
lives. After all, that's the only true life.
Next month, “Transformation: Activating God's
Power in Your Life”
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Thirteen seniors had a wonderful time visiting
the Arboretum and Botanical Gardens in
Overland Park recently. Be sure to check out
their future adventures!

Will Blazer recently finished his Eagle Scout project. He designed and built two benches for the Student
Ministry Center. Some of Will's favorite Bible verses are engraved on them. "Trust in the Lord with all
your heart, and lean not on your own understanding. In all your ways submit to Him, and He will make
your paths straight." (Proverbs 3:5-6).
Thank you to Will (and helpers) for all your hard work. The benches are beautiful and are a wonderful
addition to the Student Ministry Center.
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Mark your calendars!
Vacation Bible School will be
held at Brookdale Church
July 15-18 from 6:30-8:30 p.m.
At Roar VBS, kids age four
through 6th grade will
explore God’s goodness
and celebrate a ferocious
faith that powers them
through this wild life.
Volunteers are also needed!!
Registration forms and
volunteer sign up sheets can
be found at the Welcome
Center

