It was a cold night, much colder than I
anticipated. However, we were all glad
that we had postponed the retreat from
the previous month. We had a great time
of hanging out and talking around a
campfire. Bobby Larimore established a
fire so hot that we couldn’t get closer than
five feet to the fire.
On Saturday, we gathered around the
fire and discussed the need for men to
lock arms and encourage one another.
We specifically looked at 2 Timothy 2:1-7
where Paul is telling Timothy to entrust all
that he has learned to faithful (reliable)
men. This passage gives us the examples
of a faithful soldier, a disciplined athlete
and a hardworking farmer. We desire to
build faithful men (and women) here at
Brookdale. Men and women who: are
strong in grace (2 Tim 2:1), who entrust to
others what they have learned (2:2), who
stay focused on the
Great Commission (2:3;
Mt 28:19-20), who
have the discipline of
an athlete (2:5), who
work hard like the
farmer (2:6), who
accurately handle the
word of truth (2:15),
who avoid quarrels
and idle talk (2:16,24)
and who pursue righteousness, faith, love,
and peace (2:22). The list goes on but it
starts with the Gospel. Paul, first encourages Timothy to be strong in grace. This is
the foundation of all that we do. We must
be strong in the gospel. We must find our
strength in God’s grace. Grace saves us,
sustains us and propels us into the mission
that he has set before us.

On a side note, I learned
a valuable lesson on our
men’s camping trip.
Camping is a great analogy or microcosm of
life. You plan and set
expectations but things often play out
differently than you thought. I had not
camped in a couple of years and as a
result my gear was not in the best order.
I had to adjust my expectations and
work with what I had. I was over prepared in one area, I brought two sleeping bags just in case it got too cold during the night. Well, it got pretty cold and
my old faithful bag (which at one time
was rated for 20-30 degree weather)
did not keep me as warm as I would
have liked. I was cold. Yet, right beside
my head lay my other sleeping bag. But
for whatever reason, I did not have
presence of mind to
wake up enough and
get out that bag. I
had everything that
I needed to be warm
but I did not use it.
As followers of
Christ, we have everything we need yet
we often do not
access what God
has provided for us. We often lack the
abundant life that he has promised us in
John 10:10. We lack joy, peace, patience,
faithfulness and many of the fruit of the
Spirit. 2 Peter 1:3-4 reminds us:
(continued on page 2)

“His divine power has granted us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge
of him who called us to his own glory and excellence by which he has granted to us his precious and
very great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the divine nature having
escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire.”
We have everything we need. The sleeping bag is probably right by your head. Take it and use it to stay
warm. We have the greatest tool available to use in God’s Word. Read it, Meditate on it, Memorize it,
Talk about it.

iServe 2019 June 4-6
What is iServe and why should my child participate? iServe started out as a dream to help children progress in
the mission/service field from serving locally, nationally and internationally. Children who have completed grades 4-6 are able to participate in
local service projects in our community. Some activities include cleaning schools,
painting street signs, picking up sticks and cutting shrubs at Mt. Mora, working
at UCP, getting early childhood bags ready for United Way, organizing items at Pivotal Point and much
more. After two days of service, the children have an exciting day at Worlds of Fun. This ministry has
been a blessing to the children and the community. Be sure to check your mailbox for more information
soon or call the office.
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Finally! After what seemed like forever, the cold and snow gave way to
spring. With the warming weather we were able to get outside and have
High School youth group around the fire. There is something special about
a group of kids sitting around a bon fire listening to the Word. I am not sure
what it is but the message always seems to be more powerful.
“When my heart is overwhelmed lead me to the rock that is greater than I.”
Psalm 61:2
May is a month of transition for the youth program. We will be celebrating
graduation with our seniors, promoting our 8th graders to the high school group and the 6th graders
into the middle school program. Each of these transitions is a huge step in the student’s walk with
Christ. We want to be sure that we equip each one of our students with the knowledge and
strength to make these moves successfully and grow their relationships with God. These changes
can be overwhelming and sometimes the easier path can be to go with the crowd and leave faith
behind. As Psalm 61:2 says, we all must have the ability to rely on that rock that is far stronger than
we are.

Annual Basket Auction
Get together with your small group, a group of
friends, or do it yourself! Have fun creating a basket
for people to bid on and enjoy. If you are fresh out of
ideas, there is list of suggestions at the Welcome
Center to help spark your creativity.
Baskets will be on display from May 19th-June7th.
Winners will be announced at the Taste of Brookdale
event the evening of June 7th!!

Taste of Brookdale
Do you love food? Do you love to cook? Do you
love to win trophies and money? If you answered
yes to any of these questions, then the "Taste of
Brookdale" is for you!
Prepare your best main dish or dessert and enter
it in the "Taste of Brookdale" event on Friday,
June 7th for your chance to win a trophy and a
cash prize! The proceeds from this event will help
support summer youth mission trips.

Who: Women of Brookdale are invited to a book study on Spiritual Mothering The Titus 2 Model for
Women Mentoring Women by Susan Hunt.
What: Summer reading/study groups will meet starting the beginning of June.
When and where: Reading/study groups will meet
Mondays starting June 3rd in the church library from 9:30 – 11:00 am.
Wednesday evening beginning June 5th from 7 pm – 8:30 pm at the home of Julie Schmitt,
5003 Mulberry Terrace.
How: Julie Schmitt (816-244-4041) will facilitate guided reading and discussion from the book Spiritual
Mothering The Titus 2 Model for Women Mentoring Women by Susan Hunt.
The Women Ministry team has used this book to guide them in developing programs and relationships
within the ministry team and creating a purpose statement for Brookdale’s W2W ministry: “Women of
faith entering into a nurturing relationship in order to encourage and equip each other to live for God’s
glory.”
We invite you to take time during the summer to read this book, available at the women ministry
table in narthex and also encourage all women of Brookdale to develop relationships that allow for
spiritual mentoring. The book Spiritual Mothering is one resource that looks at the Biblical mandate
for mentoring as found in Titus 2:1-5 as well as the Biblical model of women mentoring women found
in the Elizabeth and Mary’s account in Luke 1:39 – 55. The book challenges each individual to follow
a method that fulfill Hebrews 10; “…Let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love
and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us
encourage one another….”
Join in on one of the study groups or read it yourself this summer. Don’t be deterred by the fact that
summer schedules can be very here and there. You can read it on your own and/or come when you can,
“Spur(ring) one another on”.
Sign up if interested at the Women Ministry table to assure we have enough books available.

There's a general definition for things and then
there's the example that seems to truly define a
thing. Take "small group" for example. It is defined as a group of 5 to 14 people, who meet
together regularly for fellowship, Bible study,
and prayer. The purpose is to provide an opportunity to walk alongside others in order to encourage, equip, and challenge one another in
love to grow toward maturity in Christ.
Living out this definition are the small groups of
Brookdale. Let me introduce to the 6 groups
open to new members.
Ed and Vickie Bartelt - Our small group consists
of more mature adults who meet every other
week. We do more topically oriented studies,
referring to the Bible as the ultimate authority.
We welcome new members of any age. Sunday,
6:00 pm
Brandon and Christi Furlong - We are a multigenerational group of people who love the
Scriptures. If you are interested in our ongoing
study of the Word, book by book, chapter by
chapter, please join us. We understand that full
schedules sometimes necessitate interrupted
attendance. Sunday, 6:45pm
Barry and Deb Birr - Our weekly year round Bible
study is discussion based. Usually, we study

whole books of the Bible at a time. Leadership
changes between topics so that all member have
an opportunity to lead at least one study. We
help and encourage one another. Our time begins with snacks and conversation and ends with
prayer. We welcome you to join us. Monday,
6:30pm
Dave Bolander - We are a men's group. Our Bible
study is simple, concise, and to the point. We
welcome your participation in our fellowship
group. Tuesday, 8:30 pm
Trulsson's/Hewins - Wednesday night Home
Group is fun! We are a group of mixed ages - retired to families with school-age children to in
between. We meet weekly to study and discuss a
book of the Bible or related topic, share snacks,
and enjoy conversation. Every 6 to 10 weeks we
pause for a fellowship dinner. Come join us at
any point - you'll be welcomed! Wednesday,
6:30 pm
Weston/Clibon - Our group includes singles and
couples who are mostly retirement age. We welcome guests at all ages and stages of their faith
walk. We can learn from each other. We study a
variety of related material, including the Bible.
Wednesday, 6:30pm.
Come. You'll be welcome.

The international students had a great time at the Easter event held at Brookdale.
Thanks to everyone who helped!
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Mark Trulsson
Trudy Seever
Ed Bartelt
Howard Miller
Carson Binder, Doug Paden
Travis Brinton, Nancy Wyble
Bailey Colgan
Cora Parker
Joey Austin, Clayton Gilbertson
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Ben Parmer
Camden Nightingale, Julie Schmitt
Tasha Morrow
Cathy Jo Costa, Sylvie Kammerer,
Dominic Wilhoit

June
3 - Grant Binder
4 - Grace Larson, Eric Poggemiller, Zach Sipes
8 - Bob Eaton

Dear Brookdale family,
Thank you for all the ways you showed your love for us as
we grieved the loss of my dad. Thank you for the flowers,
the generous delivery of food. Thank you for checking on
us, for thoughtful words, for the many ways you held us
with your hearts and your prayers. We felt your love.
With our love and gratitude, — Ellen Beier and family
Dear Brookdale family,
Words cannot express how grateful John and I are for all
your prayers during John’s two recent hospitalizations —
while we were in Israel and after we returned home. The
challenges of being in the hospital in a foreign country
were enormous, but every day we felt all the prayers coming from back home. We truly appreciated all the visits,
cards, and prayers during his hospital stay here in the U.S.
as well, and the wonderful food once John was finally
able to come home! Thank you for all your love and support,
— Terri and John Lansbury

Thanking God for his
Grace & Guidance
we joyfully announce the
graduation of our
daughter & granddaughter
Madison Jahne Frakes.
Please join the Frakes & Jahne
families in celebration.
Date ~ May 25, 2019
Time ~ Open House 2-5 pm
Place ~ Brookdale Church
Fellowship Hall

Dear brothers and sisters of Brookdale EPC,
Your love and friendships are the very light of Christ that warms and sustains us. Your many prayers
have blessed us. Thank you! Thank you for the lovely flowers sent to cheer us and help us celebrate
Betty’s (Carl’s mom) life and legacy. Thank you for the prayers for Carl’s successful surgery and recovery, your prayers for me and your prayers for our marriage and family. So many prayers have been answered in such awesome ways these past few weeks. Truly, God is good! Love, blessings, and peace,
— Janet and Carl Smith

Memorial Day

Church Office Closed
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5:30 Zumba
6:30 Pastor Search Cm

28

8:30 & 11:00 Worship
9:45 Christian Ed Classes
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5:30 Zumba
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9:30 Women’s Bible st.
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6:30 Pastor Search Cm

6:30 High School youth
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8:30 & 11:00 Worship
10:00 Christian Ed Classes

8:15 Mark Twain
Elite Eagles
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7

6:30 High School youth

9:30 Women’s Bible st.
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5:15 Personnel
5:30 Zumba
6:30 Deacons

6

8:30 & 11:00 Worship
9:45 Christian Ed Classes

Mon

5

Sun

6:00 Men’s breakfast

12:00 Prayer time

10:30 6th grade
promotion day
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6:00 GriefShare

12:00 Prayer time

11:00 Food Kitchen

16 6:00 Men’s breakfast

6:00 GriefShare

12:00 Prayer time

9 6:00 Men’s breakfast

5:30 Zumba
7:00 Women’s Bible study

12:00 Prayer time

29 9:30 Women’s Bible st. 30 6:00 Men’s breakfast

5:30 Zumba
7:00 Women’s Bible study

9:30 Women’s Bible st.
11:30 Daytimers
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7:00 Prayer time

5:30 Zumba
7:00 Middle School youth
7:00 Women’s Bible study

9:30 Women’s Bible st.

15 6:30 Haven House

9:30 Women’s Bible study
11:30 Daytimers
3:30 Kids Zone
5:30 Zumba
7:00 Women’s Bible study
7:00 Middle School youth

8

7:00 Prayer time

6:00 GriefShare
7:00 Spiritual Formation

12:00 Prayer time

2 6:00 Men’s breakfast

1 6:30 Men’s Min. Team
9:30 Women’s Bible study
2:00 Kids Zone Team
5:30 Zumba
7:00 Women’s Bible study
7:00 Middle School youth

Thu

Wed
Men’s breakfast

Men’s breakfast

31 6:00

24 6:00

17 6:00

Men’s breakfast

Men’s breakfast

Men’s breakfast

2:00 Book Club

10 6:00

6:00 First Friday
Fellowship/ REDI Night

3 6:00

Fri

10:00 Zumba

25

10:00 Zumba

18

10:00 Zumba

8:30 Hiking group/
Wallace St. Park

11

10:00 Zumba

4

Sat

Our senior adults at the news desk! The
group visited the Cronkite memorial and the
MWSU planetarium. Watch for information
about their next adventure, and consider
signing up for the trip to Branson planned for
September!

