I have a confession to make. This will be
the first time that I have experienced
Lent in a church. Before you grab your
pitchforks, hear me out. I know about
Lent and for years we have observed
Lent as a family. We mostly have used it
as a time to reflect on our lives through
fasting. Generally, we choose something
that is dear to us and give it up. Fasting is
biblical and is often used to refocus us on
what is most important.
I am excited that as a Church we will be
walking through Lent together. It may be
a little bit different from what you are
used to. We will have a similar booklet
and encourage you to join in a Community group during the Lenten season. This
Lent season we will be walking through
the I AM statements of Jesus. These
seven statements (along with the few
other times He uses the I AM prescription) are a powerful attribution to the
identity of Jesus Christ as the Son of God.
They identify him as God, the second person of the Trinity and elude back to Exodus 3:14. In Exodus, God reveals himself
as "I AM WHO I AM."
The personal name of God in Old Testament Hebrew is Yahweh. Many Jewish
people still do not even speak this name
because of God's holiness. They will replace it with Adonai (Lord) when reading
it in the text. This name occurs 6,823
times in scripture. The name is connected with the verb "to be." When God
reveals himself as "I AM WHO I AM," He
is saying I am is what I am. There is a
root idea of underived existence. The
precise name "Yahweh" occurs when

others speak of him in
the third person "He
is." He is set apart
from all other "beings"
and the only cause of
his being is in Himself.
When Jesus steps on the scene and
speaks to the Jews and Pharisees with
this same language you can start to
see why they got so mad. Jesus was
claiming to be God. He was claiming to
have always existed. He is also claiming to be eternally present with his
people. This is the Jesus whom we
know and worship. The one who has
changed and is changing each of our
lives. My prayer during this Lenten season is that you will be transformed by
the Great I AM! That you will encounter Jesus and be conformed into his
image and radiate His glory through
each of your lives.

1Cor. 16:13 Be watchful, stand firm in the faith, act
like men, be strong.

In 2006, I was on a prayer retreat. At the time,
Nikki and I had just gotten married, we were
facing a crossroads in life and ministry and I was
wrestling with my call to ministry. I had been on
staff with the college ministry Campus Outreach
for over 4 years. During this retreat, I was
asking the Lord to confirm my to in ministry.
The Lord made it so clear.
My calling in ministry and in life was to build
and equip men. I had been doing that since I
became a Christian in college and I have done
the very same thing ever since. No matter what
my role has been (missionary, seminary student,
instructor, pastor) it has been to lead men.
This does not mean that I am
opposed to women's ministry
or any like that. It's just that
God made me a man. I desperately need other men to
come alongside me to help
me see my blind spots. I need
other men to help develop
my stubbornness into leadership, my self-sufficiency into
dependency on Christ and
my pride into a Christ like
humility. We all need a community around us to
help us progress in our walk with Jesus. This is
not a lone-ranger endeavor. Men or women
who go at it alone fail. Authentic fellowship
often comes easier for women but because
men do not like for others to see the chinks in
our armor. We do not like to show
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us in 2 Corinthians 12 that when we are weak we
are strong. True men boast in their weakness
that the power of God may rest on them (v9.)
We live in a society where the men are absent.
They are present in the gym building stronger
physical muscles. I am amazed how often
recently I have walked by guys in the locker
room shamelessly flexing their muscles in the
mirror. Their bodies have become their god.
They have physical strength but their souls are
weak. This may be an overgeneralization but is
probably true. We need men who are watchful,
who stand firm in the faith, who act like men and
who are strong in character (1 Corinthians 16:13).
When the men are watchful, firm in their
faith, brave and strong in character; everyone
benefits. Wives benefit. Sons
benefit. Daughters benefit.
The Fatherless benefit.
Widows benefit. The Church
grows stronger. My hope and
prayer for the MOB (Men of
Brookdale) is that we will be
"men who have turned the
world upside down" Acts 17:6.
That we would be men who do
everything in love. Men who
serve others. Men who stand
up for those who have no one to stand up for
them. Men who are willing to die to self and
willing to die in the cause of Christ.
Join us as we seek to be godly men who humbly
walk with Christ. Join us as we seek to be men
who "turn the world upside down" for the Glory
of God!

Come join us March 16th for a time of
gathering the MOB (Men of Brookdale) to build one another up and
strengthen our faith.
We will gather at James Hudgens’
farm in Maysville. For those who are
interested, many will be camping out
on the night of the 15th. We will have
a short time of teaching followed by
some skeet shooting. For more information talk to Ben Parmer, Dave
Bolander or Jerry Zweerink. Cost will
be $20 to cover food and ammo.

A Small Gathering for Women . . .
Women’s ministry is organizing Cozy
Gatherings, an intimate gathering for
6-8 women held in homes. These
gatherings form around food, Friday
and Saturday evening dinner and
Sunday lunch.
Cozy Gatherings are intended to
create space for women to get to
know one another.
The Cozy Gatherings will be April 6th,
7th, and 12th. Look for sign ups the
end of March or call Jenny Hudgens
(816)752-5373 if you have any
questions.

Saturday March 23 at Brookdale Church
(31st & Edmond)
9:00am-4:00pm — meeting in the “Hangout”
Cost $10.00
Digging into the word of God
1.

The Boat – (Me)
Jonah
Jesus Calming the Storm
The Boat  This is us, our being, our soul the vessel that’s sailing through this life… sometimes
it’s smooth waters, sometimes it’s raging seas.

2. The Anchor – (Hope & Faith)
Ephesians 4:14a
Hebrews 6:19
The Anchor - This is our hope and faith in Jesus that holds us firm, steadfast in his promise and
love… this is what is secures us and strengthens us in those raging seas, but also what keeps us
close to shore, docked safely in His presence.
3. The Rope – (Christ)
Hebrews 6:19
Chord of 3 Strands – Knowing Jesus, Prayer, Reading the Word, Community of Believers
The Rope - Jesus = this is what keeps us (the boat) connected to that faith and hope (the anchor).
We will also have games, snacks, eat at Cracker Barrel, have open gym time and if it’s not too cold,
get some ice cream. Look for details in the mail soon.

On February 17th during children’s church, children in
grades 1-6 looked to the air to learn about God’s love.
They got into scripture and studied Matthew 6:26 and
discovered that God’s loves and cares for the birds of the
air, but not only does he care about them, he finds even
more value in each of them. They found out that God uses
birds because they are everywhere. You can find them in
the city, the hills, by the shore and in your backyard. To
show the significance of filling the air with love, each child
selected a bird to add to the bulletin board as a reminder
that they are loved.

We had so much fun playing with our teddy bears, sharing our
stuffed animals with our friends, eating the cutest cupcakes ever
and even learning about the bear in the sky. “He made all the
stars—the Bear and Orion, the Pleiades and the constellations of
the southern sky.” Job 9:9 Be sure to watch for more ways to
help children learn more about our awesome God.
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March 1 & April 5

5th Sunday

6:30 High School youth

9:00 Breakfast
10:00 Worship

31

6:30 High School youth

9:30 Women’s Bible st.
5:30 Zumba
6:30 Session

26

8:30 & 11:00 Worship
9:45 Christian Ed Classes

25

19

24

9:30 Women’s Bible st.

8:30 & 11:00 Worship
9:45 Christian Ed Classes
5:30 Zumba

18

17

5:30 Zumba
6:00 Trustees
6:30 Pastor Search Cm

6:30 High School youth

1:00 Senior Adult Min.
6:00 Stewardship Comm.

8:15 Mark Twain
Elite Eagles

9:30 Women’s Bible st.

8:30 & 11:00 Worship
10:00 Christian Ed Classes

6:30 High School youth
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11
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5

6:30 High School youth

9:30 Women’s Bible st.

Tue

5:15 Personnel
5:30 Zumba
6:30 Deacons

4

8:30 & 11:00 Worship
9:45 Christian Ed Classes

Mon

3

Sun

6:00 GriefShare
7:00 Spiritual Formation

12:00 Prayer time

9:30 Women’s Bible study

7 6:00 Men’s breakfast

Thu

6:00 Men’s breakfast

6:00 GriefShare

12:00 Prayer time

11:00 Food Kitchen

21

12:00 Senior Adults’
Baked Potato Bar
6:00 GriefShare

12:00 Prayer time

9:30 Women’s Bible study

5:30 Zumba
7:00 Middle School youth
7:00 Women’s Bible study

11:30 Daytimers

6:00 GriefShare

12:00 Prayer time

9:30 Women’s Bible study

27 9:30 Women’s Bible st. 28 6:00 Men’s breakfast

7:00 Middle School youth
7:00 Women’s Bible study

7:00 Prayer time

5:30 Zumba

6:30 Haven House
9:30 Women’s Bible st.

20

11:30 Daytimers
3:30 Kids Zone
5:30 Zumba
7:00 Middle School youth
7:00 Women’s Bible study

13 9:30 Women’s Bible st. 14 6:00 Men’s breakfast

7:00 Women’s Bible study
7:00 Middle School youth

7:00 ASH WEDNESDAY
SERVICE

6:30 Men’s Min. Team
9:30 Women’s Bible study
1:00 Kids Zone Team
5:30 Zumba

6

Wed
Men’s breakfast

29 6:00

22 6:00

Men’s breakfast

Sat

10:00 Zumba

16

10:00 Zumba

9

10:00 Zumba

2

10:00 Zumba

30

9:00 4th-6th grade
Day Retreat

10:00 Zumba

23

Men’s Retreat
Men’s breakfast

2:00 Book Club

Men’s breakfast

Men’s breakfast

15 6:00

8 6:00

6:00 First Friday Fellowship

1 6:00

Fri

For many years, Brookdale Church has maintained a
fund that has been used to provide emergency assistance to those in need. The Church and Community
Fund is supported solely by contributions from church
members. Last year, because of your generosity, we
were able to address a variety of needs and provide
assistance to 92 different individuals.
If you would like to support this important ministry, just
place your gift in the Love Offering envelopes found in
the pews, or send it to the church office with “CCEF” in
the memo line.








Church and Community Fund / PURPOSE AND VISION
Brookdale Presbyterian Church’s mission calls us to reach out compassionately to persons in need,
from our church family or from the local community.
It is our intention to extend material help quickly, responsibly, and confidentially.
We want to help folks without enabling unhealthy dependence or continuing dysfunctional behavior.
We intend to be good stewards of the money contributed for this purpose.
Those extending help will be sensitive to opportunities to share verbally the gospel.
All of this is done with confidence in the name of Jesus with the goal of pleasing God.

