I finally have the cover page of the
newsletter, and for once I am at a loss for
words; and to put it bluntly, goodbyes
stink! Words can not express how thankful my family and I are for the years we
have spent here at Brookdale. My time at
Brookdale started when I was in college
and was hired on as the summer intern;
that was in 2006. The 10 short weeks that
I was here left such an impression on my
life that I chose to move here permanently in February of 2009. And so, began
the great adventure that I call my adult
life. That is crazy to think that most of my
adult life I have spent in this community
with such amazing people, having the
opportunity to share the gospel to teenagers! I mean, come on, how great is that!
And so, I want to take a moment to thank
you, the great people of Brookdale, for
allowing me to be here and share my passion with others.
As I said, it all started with my time here as
the summer intern, which was an incredible experience. What made it so incredible was how I was welcomed by the
Schwabe family, who took me in as one of
their own and treated me like one of their
kids (I even had chores to do). At times it
was if I had four extra siblings, and I always wanted a big family. That speaks a
lot to the importance of a community. I
found even more of that with the Brookdale Church family, who again treated me
with such love and caring that I immediately felt welcomed and like part of their
family as well. Being nurtured in this type
of environment has encouraged me to

make sure that Brookdale
Youth Ministry would
also have the same sort
of community. That our
students will always feel
like one of the family. So, thank you
Brookdale family and the Schwabe
family for teaching something so
valuable.
I guess I must also thank the hiring team
that chose me over eight years ago.
Man, you guys really lucked out with me
(wink wink). Ok, well actually I really
lucked out with you all because this has
been the most amazing place to work
with some of the greatest co-workers I
will ever have. How am I ever going to
find another Terri who literally knows
everything; I am going to miss that
wisdom. Or another Sue who has really
been like a big sister to me and an aunt
to my children (I would say grandma as I
think that is more endearing but in no
way is Sue old enough to have that
title). And the pastors I have had over
my time here who each taught me
something that has helped me to grow
closer to the Lord, as well as my
students as I have passed on their
words of wisdom. Paul, who of course
taught us all that life is messy. Joe, who
shared with me that with God anything
is possible. And Bryan, who instilled the
importance of always at any chance
share the gospel; oh, and also unicorns
are pretty cool. And finally Ben, who in
the short amount of time I have known
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him has had much to share, but his
passion for fellowship and community is
what I will always take with me.
Now I cannot possibly thank all the
students who have come into my life
and have changed me in so many ways.
However, I can say to you all it has been a
pleasure to watch some of you come to
know Christ as your personal savior and to
live for him daily. I have enjoyed following
the lives of you graduated kiddos who
have gone off to college, established careers, gotten married, and even began
having kids (oh my goodness I am getting
old).
To my current students that are here with
me now, I want you to remember that it is
not I nor anyway else that makes this
ministry great. It is your desire to continue
to seek Christ out and follow him. So,
surround yourself with people who love
God and live for God (AKA youth group
and church are great places for that) and
keep growing.
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Speaking of surrounding yourself with
people who love God, I would be silly if I
didn’t thank those who have volunteered
and help make Brookdale Youth so great
and kept me sane. Form the beginning of
time (August 2012), Tim Larson has been
one of the most incredible youth
volunteers. He probably has one of the
biggest hearts for students that I have
ever seen. The kids know that and look
forward to seeing him every week, and
are ecstatic when he shows up to one of
their games. So, thank you Tim for being
like a ministry dad to me and for teaching
me so much about who I am and
encouraging me to always stay close to
the Lord.

I also want to thank Kelsey Taylor for the
many years she has helped with our
students. Kelsey has a knack for speaking
truth into the lives of girls who need to
know they are loved, and that is special.
And of course, Jamison Ball, who also came
on as a summer intern and for some reason
just won’t leave (HAHA JK)! Jamison has
been an incredible addition for our youth
and I am so blessed to have been able to
work with him for these last few years.
Stay strong, Jamison - you have a gift for
ministry.
Finally, all you parents who support this
ministry by bringing your kids to and from
events, volunteering to drive and teach,
and allowing me to take them away for
weeks at a time. I thank you for your
prayers and dedication to your students
and for allowing me to be part of their
lives.
Andrew, Addison, Meredith, and I could
not have found a better place to call home
and we are truly sad about leaving. We
hope you all know how much you have
meant to us and still mean to us. We will
see each other again, of that I am certain.
A part of us will always be in St Joseph and
with Brookdale, and like I have told my
students, I am always watching.

As most of you know, our Student Ministry Director, Kelly Taylor, will be leaving us the end of February.
Andrew accepted a position in North Carolina, and we all wish them the best and pray for a smooth
transition for their family.
We also want to extend a big thank you to Kelly, for the love she has shown to our students over the
years, and for being part of this family we call Brookdale. We’ll miss you, Kelly!

When you hear the word “Fellowship”, what
comes to your mind? Fun, Food, Faith, Friendship… This list could go on. The truth is that
when asking this question there are many
different answers and opinions. Let’s see what
Scripture has to say about the word
“fellowship”.
“And let us consider how to stir one another to
love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging
one another, and all the more as you see the Day
drawing near.” Hebrews 10:24,25
“because I hear of your love and of the faith that
you have toward the Lord Jesus and for all the
saints, and I pray that the sharing (fellowship) of
your faith may become effective for the full knowledge of every good thing that is in us for the sake
of Christ.” Philemon 1:5,6
“And they devoted themselves to the apostles’
teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and the prayers.” Acts 2:42
“If we say we have fellowship with him while we
walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the
truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the
light, we have fellowship with one another, and
the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.”
1 John 1:6-7
Looking more closely at these passages of
Scripture, we see that this word “fellowship” is
an important part of our lives as believers and a
lifeline of sorts within the church. If you look at
the verbs in the passages above you see words
like- stir (one another), encouraging, sharing,
devotion, breaking bread, and praying. We also
see an exhortation to not neglect doing these
things.
It is easy to forget the importance of being intentional in the area of fellowship, and it can often
be overwhelming to think about how to fit one
more “thing” into our schedules. I would say that
fellowship definitely happens as we see one another on Sunday morning or as we meet together
during the week or in our small groups. However,
what about those that may have to miss a

Sunday or may not be plugged
into a small group?
I think this is a discussion that is
worth having and even brainstorming about how to make
more time or room at Brookdale
for times of genuine fellowship and “breaking of
bread”. Nikki and I have a strong desire to see
fellowship occur in every nook and cranny of our
church (inside and out). I know that we need one
another to press on in love and good works. If we
are to Bring the Beauty of the Gospel to the Brokenness of Life, we need each other. It’s difficult
to press on and not grow weary when we are not
meeting together consistently and encouraging
one another.
Nikki and I have been brainstorming and “holy
dreaming” (we use this term a good bit in our
home) about how we might be able to foster this
type of Biblical Fellowship at Brookdale. If this is
an area where you would like to give input or
help with casting vision- we are planning to have
our 1st “First Friday Fellowship” on February 1st in
the fellowship hall from 6-8. We will be breaking
bread together (please bring a dish to share) and
discussing how we can better foster fellowship in
this upcoming year and for years to come. We
will eat together and then have a time for discussion and brainstorming. The hope is to have a
fellowship event the first Friday of every month.

2018 was quite a year at Brookdale Church! There were ups and downs, but God has certainly been
at work through it all. On January 27th, we came together at the SMC for our annual celebration
and congregational meeting. The room was full, and the decorations reflected a “greatest show”/
circus theme. There was even a circus-themed photo area where people could have their pictures
taken (thanks to Josh Wing for being our photographer!) The food was amazing and plentiful, and
everyone enjoyed a video presentation of some of the highlights over the past year.
But the star of the show was Kelly Taylor, who with the help of several of our kids, performed a
parody of the theme song from “The Greatest Showman.” This new version of the song was all
about how God is working at Brookdale Church, how we are all being called to be part of the
ministry here, and reminding us all that
“HE is the greatest show,” and
“BROOKDALE is where you want to be.”
Thanks to Kelly and Sue for coming up with
the theme, the decorations, and of course,
the entertainment. And a very special
thanks to everyone who helped set up,
take down, and clean up.
2019 is going to be another exciting year!
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21 - Hudson Hoffman
22 - Earl Hadle, Debby Hanlan, Sam Parmer,
Kaitlyn Swank
25 - Will Austin, Ann Swank
26 - Kathy King
28 - Ed Brown, Aspen Parmer, Laura Weckerlin
29 - Sandy Zweerink
March
1 - Deborah Birr
3 - Mike O’Donnell
5 - Amanda Comeau
6 - Teresa Fetter

Brookdale family,
Thank you so much for your ongoing support of our
school. We appreciate you hosting our quarterly
Elite Eagle breakfasts, sending volunteers to help
our students, and your recent donation for Christmas. Everything you do means a great deal —
especially your prayers! Thank you again!
— Mindi Richardson, Mark Twain School

A group of seniors visited the Kemper-Albrecht Museum of Art on January 15th. They enjoyed a guided tour
of the museum, followed by lunch at the museum café.
On February 20 the seniors will attend the monthly Silver and Gold Lunch at Word of Life Church. This is a
free lunch, with a program featuring topics relevant to seniors. Reservations are required, so sign up soon!
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We are welcoming all members and non-members alike to accept an invitation to a Lent group fellowship of your liking. You may wonder, “What is a Brookdale group?” It is a group of people meeting for fellowship, study, and prayer,
"connecting people to people and people to God," as Beth Bachman said so succinctly.
The purpose of a small group is to provide an opportunity to walk alongside others in order to encourage, equip, and
challenge one another in love to grow toward maturity in Christ. And as Janeen Burnham says, it is FUN.
There are 8 small groups at Brookdale at this time, 6 ready to welcome visitors. As one group leader put it, "Come and
join us at any point. You 'll be welcome."
These groups are as follows:
Ed and Vickie Bartelt, Sunday at 6:00 pm
Brandon and Kristi Furlong, Sunday at 6:45 pm
Barry and Deb Birr,Monday at 6:30 pm
Dave Bolander (men's group), Tuesday at 8:30 pm
Mark and Janna Trulsson/Allen and Brenda Hewins, Wednesday at 7:00 pm
Don and Ann Weston, Wednesday at 6:30 pm
There are 5 Bible studies, as follows:
Women's - Julie Schmitt, Monday at 9:30 am and Wednesday at 7:00 pm
Janeen Burnham, Wednesday at 9:30 am
Men's - Corey Lemon and Jerry Zweerink, Thursday and Friday at 6:00 am (Bible and breakfast)
There will also be new groups for the 7 week Lent study March 3 to April 14, day and time to be determined. The Lent
study is entitled "The Seven I Am's," based on Ben's sermon series. Look for further information about these groups
later in February.
Come join us. You'll be welcomed.

