Do you believe that God can use you to
change the world? Do you believe that
He could use you to bring gospel-change
into your community and family? God
uses people to change the world.
Ordinary everyday people like you and
me who know Jesus. Acts 4:13
says, "Now when they saw the boldness
of Peter and John, and perceived that they
were uneducated, common men, they
were astonished. And they recognized
that they had been with Jesus." Is that
not amazing? Jesus took common,
ordinary and uneducated fishermen and
used them to turn the world upside
down.
This past R.E.D.I night, we discussed the
possibility and power of one individual
who is following Jesus to invest in at
least one person each year to help them
follow Jesus. I like to call it spiritual
multiplication. If that person would then
repeat the process each year while
training others to do the same, then all
of 76,442 residents of St. Joseph would
not only be reached but would be Christ
following disciples in just 16 years and
3 months. If all these people continued,
then the entire world population of 7.7
billion would be reached in just under 33
years. Imagine if every member of our
church began to invest in the spiritual
development and growth of a few
people each year. The possibilities of
gospel-changed lives would be endless.
Now, I know that this illustration is not
perfect and that for various reasons not

every one of us is going to
follow this process. Life
happens and there are
things that often prevent
us from seeing the needs
around us. Often times, we struggle to
walk with God on a daily basis. But we
have been called to "make disciples"
(Matt. 28) and "to be fruitful and
multiply" (Gen 1:28). Yet, if we try to
do this in our own strength we will
eventually burn out and produce
spiritually weary disciples. We must
"be strong in the grace that is in Christ
Jesus" 2 Tim 2:1 and then "entrust to
reliable men (or women) what we have
heard"2 Tim 2:2.
As we enter this busy time of year,
you may be asking what am I supposed
to do or how can I get started? Let's
go back to Acts 4 and start by daily
spending time "with Jesus." May our
time with him daily remind us of the
good news of the hope that we have in
Christ. And as we spend time with family
this Christmas season, let this good
news overflow to your family and
friends. Who knows? God just might
use you to change the world with the
powerful Gospel of our Lord Jesus.

This year’s “Service of
Remembrance” will be
held on December 9th at
4:00 pm. This special
worship service is for
anyone who have lost a
loved one, whether it
was a recent loss or
many years ago. Invite
your friends and family
to join you.

Look for the cards at the
Welcome Center to order
your poinsettias. Be sure to
print clearly the name(s) of
those who the plant is in
memory or in honor of.
The poinsettias will arrive in
time to decorate the sanctuary for Christmas Eve. You’ll
be able to take yours home
right after the service.
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Once again, our Men’s
Ministry will treat us to a
special Advent Breakfast!
On December 23rd, breakfast will be served from
8:30-9:45, and then we will
all worship together at
10:00. If you might be able
to bring something to add to
the breakfast menu (fruit,
breads, etc.) please sign up
at the Welcome Center.

One thing that I
absolutely love about
this time of year our
traditions. Gathering
with family cooking
specific meals sharing certain stories
every year the same and something
that you can look forward to.
Brookdale youth no exception, and
one of our favorite traditions is the
turkey scavenger hunt. For as long as
I can remember we have been doing
the turkey scavenger hunt at
Brookdale Church and it is not only been a blessing to the community our students as well. This year
about 40+ students went out into the community for an hour and a half and gathered enough
Thanksgiving goodies to provide meals for 24 families. I would like to think everybody at Brookdale if
you provided a turkey, Thanksgiving fixings, and/or their time and effort to drive these kids around so
that they can have a chance to fulfill the gospel when it calls us to go out into serve people. For many of
the students this was the first time experiencing the turkey scavenger hunt and for many of them they
were already talking about next year!

What a great afternoon! The weather was chilly, but
that didn’t put a stop to the fun. The kids enjoyed
some outdoor activities, including roasting hot dogs
and making s’mores, and then moved indoors for
games and more fun.

I look forward to presenting the children with a new Advent resource. This year, the theme is “Preparing
the Way.” As we journey through this season of Advent together, the children will be introduced to
prophets or God’s messengers who helped prepare God’s people for Jesus’ arrival. They will also meet
individuals who faced the unexpected and continued to prepare for Jesus, trusting in the promises of God
for their lives. Our time will be a short one but we will send them home with information to share with the
whole family so they can all prepare for Jesus together.
The younger children will also have Advent activities during church that they will participate in and bring
home to share with their families. My hope is to help remind us all of the joyous expectation of Jesus.

Houston, we have “No” problem. Come check
out our children’s Christmas musical Sunday
Dec 16, 2018 at the 11:00 service. The children
have been working hard traveling through the
galaxy to share with you the wonders of God
and how the star of Bethlehem will lead them
to the manger in Bethlehem. This musical is
filled with fun, upbeat music and the truth of
the gospel. They are ready to boldly go where
no children’s choir has gone before. Hope you
can join them on this joyous adventure.

International Students’ Holiday Event
A holiday event has been planned for the
MWSU international students before they
leave for Winter Break.
They will meet in Fellowship Hall at 4:00
p.m. on Saturday, December 1st for
games, decorating sugar cookies, and
some great fellowship time. There will
also be some table discussion about
Christmas and holidays that are important
to the students at the table. Then, everyone will have some hot drinks and hop in
cars to go through the lights in Krug park.
Anyone from Brookdale is welcome at this
fun event!

A helping hand

Terri Lansbury

For many years, Brookdale Church has maintained a fund dedicated to helping those in need.
The Church and Community Funds relies solely on contributions from individuals to support this
outreach. This year’s Christmas Eve offering will also be designated for that purpose.
According to the guidelines adopted years ago, the Purpose and Vision of the Church and
Community Fund is as follows:
 Brookdale Presbyterian Church’s mission calls us to reach out compassionately to persons in
need, from our church family or from the local community.
 It is our intention to extend material help quickly, responsibly, and confidentially.
 We want to help folks without enabling unhealthy dependence or continuing dysfunctional
behavior.
 We intend to be good stewards of the money contributed for this purpose.
 Those extending help will be sensitive to opportunities to verbally share the gospel.
 All of this is done with confidence in the name of Jesus with the goal of pleasing God.
Throughout the year, Brookdale family members are encouraged to consider a periodic gift to
the Church and Community Fund. Love offering envelopes are available in the pews for your
convenience. Simply write Church and Community in the memo line of your check.
Particularly during this holiday season, please be mindful of the many folks in our community who
are less fortunate and who may need a helping hand.
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7 - Sharon Patton

A group of fun-loving seniors toured the
Patee House Museum recently. They
enjoyed the time spent looking at all the
exhibits, and they ended their outing
with lunch at Perkins.
Be sure to watch for information about
future events and activities!

The annual senior adults’ Christmas
lunch will be held on December 6th.
The meal will be catered, and a group
of children from Mark Twain School will
provide some musical entertainment.
If you haven’t signed up already, call
the church office and let us know you
plan to attend!
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