Hello, Brookdale!
We are excited to get settled in and begin
laboring alongside you! We hope to arrive
on October 2nd. I will immediately have
to head on to St. Louis to be examined by
the Ministerial committee. As we prepare
to join you we wanted to give you a little
background on who we are and what we
hope to see the Lord do at Brookdale…
We were first drawn to apply for the
position because of the vision of
Brookdale. I read the vision statement to
Nikki one evening and she said that no
matter what the outcome might be, we
should look more into this position. It's a
good thing that we did! We were so
encouraged during our interview
weekend with the conversations we had,
questions we were asked, all the laughter,
and of course the yummy food. We had all
that and more the week that we were
with you recently when we were officially
voted in as your new Associate Pastor and
family.
A little bit about where we come from
and who we are…
I grew up in Wedowee, Alabama in a
Christian home. Yet the Christianity that I
experienced was very legalistic and rigid.
I thought that being a Christian was more
about doing the right thing rather than
knowing Jesus. In College, I joined a
Fraternity and there met a group of guys
who were involved in a campus ministry.
During that time, I became a Christian. I
was introduced to discipleship and have
been committed to life on life discipleship
as my primary method of ministry ever
since.

Rev. Ben Parmer
Nikki grew up in Athens,
Alabama (northwest
corner of the state). She
did not grow up in a
Christian home, but from
an early age was taught
right from wrong and had parents that
lived moral lives. When she was 16 her
parents divorced and she really began to
question her purpose in life. She went to
Troy State University and met some girls
who called themselves Christians, but it
actually made a difference in their lives.
During her sophomore year, she
encountered the Gospel of Jesus in a
way that changed the trajectory of her
life. She changed her major to education
and decided to pursue a life on the
mission field. After college she moved to
Almaty, Kazakhstan where she lived for
two years. We were introduced by mutual
friends while she was back in the States
visiting family during Christmas. We began
e-mailing (before the days of Facetime or
Skype) and here we are almost 13 years
later.
What we have been doing - The past
4 1/2 years have been spent primarily in
Westcliffe, Colorado, but we also spent
a few Springs in Alabama to fulfill my
responsibilities as a seminary student to
teach and preach through a book of the
Bible as we were also working on a
translation project. Our time spent in
seminary as a student was full of lasting
memories with friends and within our
family. We lived at about 9,000 ft.
elevation, amidst the beautiful Sangre
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de Cristo Mountains. After I graduated
seminary, we took a position on staff as Dean
of Students. This was a huge provision from
our Father, because our last year of seminary
we began fostering a little girl and after a year
and a half with her in our home, we found
ourselves beginning the process of adoption.
We were not allowed to leave Colorado
during this process, so we were incredibly
grateful for the provision of this job. We were
also excited about the ministry opportunities
we were able to continue by staying at the
seminary. God has used the past 4 1/2 years to
really solidify some things in our hearts and
especially in our desire to minister to those
around us and in our daily lives.
Over the course of our marriage, we have
developed our vision for ministry. Our family
has identified five values that are critical to
our ministry.
God's Word as the center
Life on Life Missional Discipleship
Exercising Biblical Hospitality
Building Healthy Community
Engaging the Nations around us

Our hopes for Brookdale and the reason why
we felt called to this church and ministry has
something to do with all of the above
mentioned values. We were drawn to your
desire to stay true to God's Word and for that
to be what fuels everything about Brookdale.
We desire to strengthen this value and give it
even more depth as well as learning how to
live out the truths of God's word in our every
day lives. We are looking forward to getting
to know all of you and for you to share in the
ministry of rejoicing with one another and
carrying one another's burdens. We already
see how Brookdale is being faithful to the
things that we are convinced of, and we hope
that our presence there will only affirm and
help to propel Brookdale into a deeper
understanding and application of the Gospel.

We hope to see everyone at Sherwood Park for
the National Night Out event on October 2nd.
Our men’s ministry will be cooking and serving
hot dogs. There will be a big inflatable for the
kids to play on, and plenty of other games and
activities. The fun will begin at 6:00
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Brookdale is partnering with the Sherwood Neighborhood Association to
host this event. Besides the food and
games, we’ll have a chance to visit
with members of our local emergency responders. We’ll see you there!!!

Dear Session and Congregation of Brookdale
Presbyterian Church:
I write this letter to encourage you during this
time of transition and sadness for you. My
wife and I attend Knox Presbyterian Church in
Ann Arbor and, although we have great joy in
receiving the benefits of God’s grace through
Bryan Gregory and his family, we know you
must have great sadness in their leaving. As
much of my life has been filled with a grace
mixed with joy and sadness, but ultimately
God’s goodness and care and strength, I am
praying that
God’s grace and peace will fill your lives and
your church. I do not know your specific grief
or sadness, but I have experienced similar
circumstances and so will be in prayer for you
as you press on.
My wife and I have endured through three
periods of time during which we were without
a pastor for three years or more. The first of
these was during a period in Texas when I was
on session. We felt devastated as we had just
become a particular church and then our
pastor felt called to another ministry. Yet
through it all, God’s comfort and leading
became evident. We have gone through two
more at Knox Presbyterian Church, the last of
which resulted in the calling of Pastor Bryan
Gregory and his family.
I came to identify with Habakkuk over the
years of my life in Christ with is words in
3:17-18, “Though the fig tree does not bud
and there are no grapes on the vines, though
the olive crop fails and the fields produce no
food, though there are no sheep in the pen
and no cattle in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in
the Lord, I will be joyful in God my Savior.”
But through these times, I have come to understand more deeply that “His grace is sufficient
for us.” (2 Corinthians 12:9). I would encourage

you, brothers and sisters, that our hope rests in
Him and not ourselves and that as we focus on
Him (Colossians 1:15-23; Philemon 2:1-11), our
path will become clear. For he promises to
make our paths straight (Proverbs 3:6). I wish
for you, as you walk through this time of
difficulty, that you will continue to feel God’s
love and pleasure and know his grace and
peace.
I ask that He will give you strength and
perseverance to stand firm in your trust of
Him and His goodness. May you remember
that “Your times are in His hands” (Psalm
31:15a). When your new shepherd comes to
minister among you, I pray that then Isaiah
49:13 will come alive for you as it has for me—
”Shout for joy, you heavens; rejoice, you earth;
burst into song, you mountains! For the Lord
comforts his people and will have compassion
on his afflicted ones.”
I look forward to seeing you all, if not in this
life, then when Jesus our Savior and King comes
and we are all gathered together in praise and
worship of our God.
Blessings, Grace and Peace to each of you.
For His Honor and Glory,
Your brother in Christ

Mr. James Lopez

Psalm: 61:2 “When my heart is overwhelmed lead me to the rock that is
greater than I.”
Every year our youth program has a theme. This theme is prayed over by
myself and my coordinating team for weeks before it is finally decided on.
After an amazing summer of trusting God in all things it was clear that this theme of leaning
on the rock that will never be shaken would be a great fit for the direction that our youth are going. Whether
you are new to the faith or have a solid foundation there will be a time when we become overwhelmed with
everything that life throws at us and as long as we can lean on that rock that is our relationship with Christ we
will be ok.
Envelope Youth Missions (EYM): One of the aspects of Brookdale Youth ministry that sets
us apart is our devotion to the great commission. From adults to children, Brookdale has
always placed missions as something of great importance and you the congregation have
always been supportive of our youth. This fall we will be starting the Envelope Youth
Missions fundraiser again. For 3 weeks in October you will see a board in the fellowship
hall that is filled with little envelops from 1-100. Each number indicated that amount in which you are willing
to donate to our youth missions fund. During the year while students are committing to going on a mission
trip this money is there for them to earn and help pay their way. So be on the lookout for the Envelope Youth
Missions board and be on the lookout for how appreciative our students are for your donation.

Kids Zone already, didn’t we just have summer?? This year’s kickoff was
held on September 12. We will continue meeting on the 2nd Wednesday
of each month during the school year from 3:30pm-5:00pm.
Our theme this year is, “But you’re just a KID!” People might say: “What
can you do? You're just a kid.” But the Bible tells us about some incredible kids who did some amazing
things. Jesus even told his disciples to let the children come near to Him. Living for God, a kid can protect,
have faith, give, and lead. As always we will have games, Bible lessons, crafts, open gym time and of course
the best cookies ever! If you are interested in learning more about Kids Zone please feel free to contact me.
I can’t believe it’s that time again, but October 31st (4:30pm-6:00pm) is just
around the corner and we will be having our annual Trunk or Treat outreach.
On average we see about 250-300 people attend our event and we couldn’t do
this without your help. We need folks willing to cook and serve hot dogs, face paint,
decorate trunks and bring candy to the church. I would love to have a VBS themed trunk for our 2019 VBS
session “ROAR” (African Safari). If anyone wants to help promote that let me know. We have had some
pretty awesome trunks in the past and I look forward to seeing what will happen this year. Sign-ups and
candy baskets will be available in the welcome center.
Be sure to mark your calendar for Saturday, Nov 3rd (Late afternoon--early
evening) as we have a fun fall day for children grades 4-6. Details will be coming
out soon so watch your mailbox!

A group of 4th-6th grade
students went to Heartland
Camp near Parkville, MO for
an overnight fall retreat.
Here are just a few pictures
from their adventure.

Last month the Book Club read “Lilac Girls”
by Martha Hall Kelly. Linda Taylor provided
decorations to match.
The Book Club meets on the second Friday of
each month at 2:00 p.m. If you enjoy reading
and discussing a variety of books, they would
love to have you join them!

Join our senior adults at the fail “picnic” in
fellowship Hall on October 11th. There will be
plenty of good food and conversation, plus we’ll
be treated to a program about the city parks in
St. Joseph.
Be sure to sign up at the Welcome Center!

1234567910 11 13 15 16 -

Cheyenne Nightingale
Sol Bryant, Dick Crowl, Luke Davis,
Connie Lemon, Dawnelle Rohde
Susie Yardley
Sarah Burnham, Ryan Swank
Dan Schwabe
Linda Midyett, Bill Patton, Blake Schweder,
Roger Shepherd
Gary Butler
Erica Eagleburger, Chris Kammerer
McKenzie Davis
Michelle Cordonnier
Bryan Beier
Leslie Poggemiller
Jane Schwabe

18 - Sondra Quick
19 - Sherri Taylor
21 - Reggie Barnes, Kathy Scroggins
22 - Jay McGhee
24 - Brian Hoffman
25 - Donna Eaton
28 - Kristi Furlong
29 - Ralph Dahle, Heaven Lamorie
31 - Carol Gilpin, Mary Keck, Bart Nightingale
November
2 - Tessa Miler
3 - Drew Beggs, Terri Lansbury, Terri Young
5 - Gwen Bachman, Lara Miller

Dear Brookdale family,
Doug and I would like to thank you for the cards, the donations to Second harvest, and your presence
at our fiftieth anniversary celebration. In some ways it seems like yesterday we walked into the
“donut room” (as our boys call it) to take our vows to be man and wife so long as we both shall live.
In other ways, it seems a long time ago. We left the church down the long front concrete steps, and
entered into a beautiful threesome — Doug, Bev, and our Lord. It has been quite a ride. Prayers from
al of you made the ride a little easier. Thank you again for remembering and celebrating with us.
— Doug and Beverly Walley
Dear Brookdale family,
Doug and I would like to thank you for all the prayers, phone calls, cards, and food you gave us during
my hospitalization and recuperation from my latest battle with Post-Polio Syndrome. We know that
there will be other battles with this new friend, but with the Lord, Doug, and all of you, I will get
through these “episodes”, as the doctors call them, one step at a time.
—Doug and Bev Walley
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Come to the annual Faith in Action Dinner! This is a time to celebrate Faith in Action and fellowship
with friends and like minded people who want to help those in our community in need.
The dinner will be held at Wyatt Park Christian Church, 2623 Mitchell Ave., on Friday, October 26th
from 5:30-7:30 p.m. There will be a silent auction with lots of fun and useful items for you to bid
on. There will also be some entertainment through the night as well. This event helps to keep Faith
in Action going strong and gives them the opportunity to meet people who support Faith in Action
in some way.
A suggested donation of $7
per person will be appreciated!
This includes a drink, and
dessert — to go orders are
also available.

