As our family comes to the end of our time
at Brookdale, I wanted to tell you all as a
congregation ‘thank you.’ Thank you for
receiving us so warmly when we came four
years ago. Moving to a new city and joining a
new community is always a difficult transition
to make. However, you made our transition
so wonderful. Scores of you showed up to
help unload the moving truck, put furniture
together, set things up, and put contact
paper in drawers. You brought food and
gifts. You sent cards and notes. Some of you
even showed up in the following weeks to
help strip wallpaper and paint. And that early
tangible welcome was a picture of what you
did for us spiritually as well. You immediately
embraced us and made us feel at home. From
day one, we considered ourselves to be so
fortunate to be a part of this church family.
So thank you.
And thank you for the ways you have loved,
encouraged, and cared for us over the last
four years. I wouldn’t be able to count the
number of phone calls, texts, and greeting
cards that you have sent over the last few
years. In fact, as a congregation you seem to
have had a special knack for encouraging as a
family right when it would be most helpful.
You have supported us, prayed for us, asked
about us, and invited us to do things. Not all
pastors receive those things but we consider
ourselves immeasurably blessed because, at
Brookdale, we have. And we have received
them in abundance. You have treated our
children well and have not forced them to be
“pastor’s kids.” They have just been able to
be themselves. And for that we are eternally
grateful. You have joined us in different kinds
of ministries, sharing in the calling that God
has given all of us. In so many different ways,

we have benefited as a
family from your kindness,
goodness, and grace to
us – in ways far surpassing
what we deserve. So thank
you.
And thank you for giving us
the privilege of seeing God at work in your
lives and allowing us to be part of it. The
memories we will cherish most are hearing
your stories of when God did something in
your heart to change you by the gospel and
the times when God made a real difference
in some particular way. As I think back on
hearing your stories in new member’s classes,
visiting with you in your living room, over the
table at a restaurant, or at the beside of your
hospital bed, as I think back on the joys of
baptisms and the sorrows of funerals, as I
think back on the laughter shared after a
worship service and the tears shed in my
office, as I think back on congregational
meetings and congregational celebrations, I
am so grateful for getting to be there in the
moments when God showed up. So thank
you.
Parting ways is always difficult. It will be one
of the most difficult transitions of our lives.
But we want to say thank you. Thank you for
all you have meant to us. Thank you for the
way you have loved us. Thank you for being a
congregation that has been a true delight and
joy to serve.

Wind and Waves: Lessons from a Boat
Matt Uldrich, guest preacher

Mark 4:35-41

Sand and Rock

Matthew 7:24-29

To God and His Grace

Acts 20:32

TBD

So much fun just taking a day off for a little vacation time of
fun. If you have never been to Pershing State Park, seventeen
miles east of Chillicothe, you are missing out of a nice little
treasure. We walked around the raised bridge trail, enjoyed
the playground equipment, ate lunch and managed to miss
the rain. We took a quick side trip to the
covered bridge and even got to see the bats
hanging on the ceiling.
Afterwards we went to Dairy Queen for a
nice cool treat, but the top treat of the day
was Chilli Bay Aquatic Park. There were
slides, tubes, both a high and low diving
board, rock wall and rolling log. It was a
blast.
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We had kids from our church, neighborhood and community
all come together for four fun filled evenings. We sang,
learned more about Jesus, played games, ate snacks and
crafted some pretty neat things.
With about 70 children and more than
40 helpers, we have been busy. The
children went to Bible discovery every
night and learned that Jesus will rescue us and be with us when we are
lonely, when we worry, struggle and
do things that hurt God and hurt others. The stories included the parable of
the lost coin, sheep and son; Mary and
Martha, Jesus’ friends who try to rescue him in Gethsemane; and Jesus welcoming the criminal into heaven
before dying and coming back to life. It is wonderful and a true joy to
see all the helpers working and sharing their gifts and talents with
the children.

Each year I take a
group of high
school students
to the Lake of
the Ozarks for a
few days of fun.
We stay in a
house on the
lake and swim,
hike through the
national parks,
putt-putt, but
most importantly
we spend some
quality time with the one who gave us such an
amazing place to visit. The purpose of this trip is
to draw closer to Christ, to be in a place that is so
beautiful that it screams; What an amazing God
we serve!!
The theme this year was "Just do Something" and
it was based off the book "Just do Something: A
Liberating Approach to Finding God's Will" by
Kevin DeYoung. So for the four days we were at
the lake we read through his book and discussed
how to make decisions without supernatural signs
in the sky telling you what to do.
Many young people today become paralyzed
with fear at all the choices that are available and
which one is the one God wants me to pick. This
becomes so bad
at times that we
feel better off
not making
any decisions
whatsoever!
Many of these
high school
students will be
coming up on
some of the more
stressful decisions
in life, decisions
like: Where do I

go to college? Am I even supposed to
go to college? What do I major in?
Should I marry this person?
(hopefully that one is in the more
distant future, but still something
that needs to be answered). With all these
choices stressing us out, how do we make sure
we are making the right choice and staying in
God's will?
In Kevin DeYoung's
book he makes it
abundantly clear
that God has
already revealed
His plan for our
lives: to love Him
with our whole
hearts, to obey His
word, and after
that, to do what
we like. This was
such a liberating
approach to these students and you could see a
sense of relief in their faces as they realized that
God does not have a hidden will that we have to
find out and hope we make every right choice,
but that God calls us to love him and serve Him;
everything else is icing on the cake.

We at Brookdale Church will soon be saying goodbye
to our pastor, Bryan Gregory. Once again, we are
moving into a time of transition, and many of us feel
like we’ve had the wind knocked out of us. Bryan has
loved us, fed us, and guided us. He has mourned when
we mourned and rejoiced when we rejoiced. But
now this man is moving away, and sadness and
discouragement well up.
I find encouragement in these biblical truths, and I
hope you will also.
1. God will be with this church at all times.
We are not forsaken. God is with this congregation.
“I will never leave your or forsake you,” (Heb 13:5).
Many pastors have come and gone at Brookdale over
the years, but only God will never leave us. And the
presence of God is more vital to the life of the church.
2. God is in control.
God “works out everything in conformity with the
purpose of His will” (Eph. 1:11). If we believe that, then
we know this transition is not happening outside of
the will of God. God is working this according to the
purpose of his will. So the question is not, “Who is in
control?” God is in control; so the question is, “Will we
rest in him by trusting him?”
3. God plans good out of this transition.
It might not feel good right now, but God has
promised that he works all things together for the
good of those who love him (Rom 8:28). We can rest
assured that good will come from this transition.
That’s how awesome God is — even those things that
don’t feel good are used for good. It might not be the
good we have in mind, but it is good. So, walk forward
in faith.
4. It’s okay to weep.
While good will come out of this pastoral transition,
that doesn’t remove the deep sadness. Losing our
pastor hurts. The Ephesian elders wept at Paul’s
goodbye: “When Paul had finished speaking, he knelt
down with all of them and prayed. They all wept as
they embraced him and kissed him. What grieved them
most was his statement that they would never see his
face again. Then they accompanied him to the
ship.” (Acts 20:36-38).

I believe the Ephesians knew that God would be with
them, that he was in control, and that he was going to
bring good out of this transition. Nevertheless, they
wept. And it’s okay to weep. It’s actually a way of
saying thank you to both God and our pastor.
5. Ministry must go on.
Notice what the Great Commission does not say, —
“Go therefore and make disciples . . . if you have a
pastor.”
Our church leaders will never use the excuse, “We just
don’t have a pastor right now” to stop doing what we
are called to do. Ministry must continue — the Great
Commission doesn’t include any conditionals.
Does ministry become a bit harder without a pastor
leading? Probably so, but a good pastor obeys
Ephesians 4:11-12 by equipping the saints for the work
of the ministry. Because we have been blessed with
a good pastor, we have been well equipped to make
sure ministry continues at Brookdale Church, so . . .
Get to work!
6. The church must not scatter.
Jesus said the flock would scatter at his crucifixion
(Matthew 26:31). For a while, that’s exactly what
happened. The same often happens in churches during
pastoral transition. Because “their” pastor is no longer
there or ministry begins to lag, folks trickle out.
Some reasons for going might be legitimate, but this
might also be the time in which our congregation
should most strongly gather together for support
and encouragement.
Recognize the temptation to scatter and work more
diligently to stay bound together in unity and love. This
will be a season of testing for us. I know we didn’t ask
for it, but with God’s help, we’ll endure it.
Thank you, Bryan, for leading us, teaching us, caring
for us, and most of all . . . for equipping us.

1234568910 13 14 16 18 -

Mark Shepherd
Ron Hillyard
Nadienne Hoffman
Caitlynn Butler
Doris Wyckoff
Wyatt Beier, Valerie Dahle, Kendra Korner,
Austin Poppa, Noah Poppa
Sage Nightingale, Greg Scott
Sharon Addington, Andrew Taylor
Steve Blazer
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James Hudgens, Marianne Wing
Josh Elder
Myrleann Schwerin

She sat in church and tried to be still
and listen to what was said, untilShe tired of trying to learn the lesson
apparently Pastor had made no impression.
She heard about resurrection and
how plagues of locusts devoured the land.
She heard how some day we all will be changed
into something different…but kind of the same.
And all of this went into her little brain
and stuck there but flitted again and again.
Yet her mind wandered and she saw
A pad and pencil and started to draw
Then something came out of her mind,
through her hand and we find
On that pad of paper (just her size):
“Caterpillars turn into butterflies”
Lord, help me learn such simple lessons
that we complicate into other expressions.
Give child-like faith and a brain still forming
and guide me to truth on this Sabbath morning.
Written by John Cool
(about his granddaughter)
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September
1 - Leyton Furlong, Joe Streett
5 - Mark Austin, Matthew Bolander
6 - Max Richter
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On July 17, sixteen seniors took a tour of
the Moon Marble Company in Bonner
Springs, Kansas. They have a factory
there, and a sales room with every gift
and toy imaginable! We were shown a
video on how marbles are made by
machine and a demonstration of how
they are made by hand. We finished the
day off with lunch at the “Yard House”
at Legends.
Our senior adults plan a variety of trips
and activities throughout the year. Be
watching your Sunday bulletin for
information about the next adventure!

