The Practice on which the Church Stands or Falls
Martin Luther once famously said that
justification by faith alone was the doctrine
on which the church stands or falls. By that
he meant that the doctrine of justification by
faith alone is the watershed issue for the
church. If the church has that doctrine as its
solid foundation then it will stand. However,
if it is unclear on that doctrine, if it has
compromised it in some way, if it has
watered down its significance, then it will
just as surely fall. That doctrine, Luther
believed, was the decisive point, which
would determine the fate of the church.
Now, here’s an interesting question. What is
the practice on which the church stands or
falls? That is, what is the decisive practice
that will tell you about a church’s spiritual
health? What is the practice, more than
anything else, that if the church does this it
will experience spiritual vitality and life and
if it doesn’t it will not? And I am becoming
increasingly convinced that the practice on
which the church stands or falls is… prayer.
Truth be told, many followers of Jesus think
that prayer is important. Surveys indicate
that most Americans pray regularly, though it
is usually undefined by those surveys what
actually counts as prayer. But do we really
believe that prayer is the defining practice for
our lives? Do we really believe that prayer is
the defining practice for our church? Do we
believe that, more than anything else,
whether or not we pray is the decisive factor
in whether we experience divine intimacy,
spiritual vitality, and abundant life?
John Calvin is well-known for his strong
view of God’s sovereignty. Perhaps that
would lead us to suspect that he would not
be terribly strong on the power of prayer.
After all, we ourselves often reason that if
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God is sovereign and in
control of everything, then
what good does prayer
really do? Does it really
affect anything more than
just changing our own
hearts? But Calvin himself
once said, in reflecting on Elijah’s prayer for
drought first and then for rain, “It was a
notable event for God to put heaven, in some
sense, under the control of Elijah’s prayers, to
be obedient to his requests. By his prayers,
Elijah kept heaven shut for two years and a
half. Then he opened it, and made it suddenly
pour with great rain, from which we may see
the miraculous power of prayer.”
There is a fascinating story of a battle in the
early seventh century between the Saxon king
of Northumbria, named Ethelfrith, and the
Welsh. The Saxons had invaded Wales and
were preparing for battle when Ethelfrith was
surveying the Welsh army on the other side.
As he was surveying the opposing army, he
noticed that there was a group of men among
the Welsh who were unarmed. So he asked
who they were and he was told that they
were a group of monks who had gathered to
pray for the success of the Welsh army.
Ethelfrith, realizing the seriousness of what
they were doing, immediately gave the order,
“Attack them first.” Ethelfrith understood
well. The prayer of those Welsh monks would
be the decisive factor in the battle. How about
us? Do we understand it?
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How does Jesus see your city?

Rev. Rufus Smith

In the Thursday morning worship service of the 38th General Assembly,
host pastor Rufus Smith of Hope Church in Cordova, Tenn., asked the
attendees of the 38th General Assembly, “How does Jesus see your
city?”
Speaking on Matthew 9:35-38, Smith related his personal story of
coming to faith in Christ as a teenager by describing five actions of Jesus
described in the passage.
First, the Hope Church Senior Pastor noted that Jesus “went.”
“He was out among the people,” Smith said. “Before we ever get to this
text, Jesus had already had seven encounters with people. I’m in the
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kingdom today because someone did that in my city.”
Second, Smith said that Jesus “saw” as He went among the people.
“He saw their physical needs, and he saw their spiritual needs,” he said. “You can’t know if you don’t go.”
Third, Smith emphasized that Jesus “acted.”
“Jesus had compassion for those He saw,” Smith said. “An equation for this is sympathy plus action equals
compassion. On the other hand, sympathy plus inaction equals ‘nice’—which is a kind way to do nothing.”
Fourth, he noted that Jesus “said.”
Brookdale News is a
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asked. “Do you say they are hellions or are they a harvest? Are you cursing the dark or lighting
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a candle? How does Jesus see your city? How do you see your city?”
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He reminded the GA attendees, “Someone in your city is waiting for the harvester to come.”
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Finally Smith said Jesus “sent.”
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“He is the Lord of the harvest,” Smith said, “and He has been harvesting a long time. He says
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to me and you to go and be a harvester.”
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Be sure to join us as we get
“Shipwrecked– Rescued by
Jesus” VBS. Come Monday
through Thursday evening,
July 23-26, at 6:30pm for a
couple hours of worship,
games, Bible stories, crafts, snacks and
all around fun.
Children ages 3 (potty trained please)
through 6th grade are welcome to join
us. Be looking for registration forms in
the mail and welcome center, and if you
want to help out with supplies, we will
have a donation board up.
As always, VBS runs best with lots of
volunteers so if you are willing to help,
please give Sue a call at the church or
sign up at the welcome center. We couldn’t do all of this without YOU!
When you’re lonely...Jesus rescues!
When you worry...Jesus rescues!
When you struggle...Jesus rescues!
When you do wrong...Jesus rescues!
When you’re powerless...Jesus rescues!

Kids who just completed
grades 4-6, don’t miss this
year’s amazing Road Trip to
Chillicothe on July 19th! We’ve
been there before, so we
know how much fun it is!
The cost is only $25, which
includes ALL expenses!
Registration forms need to be
turned in by July 16th. If you
didn’t get one in the mail, give
us a call or stop by the office
and pick one up.

I am sure many of you still remember the devastation caused by Hurricane Harvey in August and September of last year. This hurricane
caused billions of dollars in damage but more harrowing than that was
the hundreds of thousands of people forced out of their homes and the
many lives lost.
While watching this disaster unfold I knew and felt that we as the body of Christ are
called to help in whatever way possible. In October the youth here at Brookdale collected supplies that were sent with a local church who was going down to aid in the
disaster relief, and then just a few short weeks ago, myself, Niki Mitchem, and Sage
Nightingale went down and offered ourselves as disaster relief. We served in a town
about 25 min south of Houston called Dickenson, Texas. While we were there we
worked on two different homes that were in need of repair. We painted and fixed up a
kitchen and bathroom as well as helped a family do many other things around their
home. There is lots of work still to be done in
Texas, many families still out of their homes or
with no electricity or AC, however, even amidst all
those trials they are still filled with joy and praising
Jesus for the help they have received. There is
much to be done and much to be learned from the
people of Houston and I feel blessed to have been
able to be a part of that. If you ever get the chance to step in and help
then I urge you to do it, we need to be the light of Christ and we need to
be His hands and feet whenever we can.

Guatemala Mission Trip 2018 Report

Dan Bryant
Thank you to Brookdale Church from
Kenneth & Diana, all the staff and the
Children of H4T. Thank you to Brookdale
Church from all of us who were blessed to
go. I will not go on and on about the work
we did, though many good works were
accomplished. What I do want to say is
that I think we all have to wrestle with
“what do we do now?” How do we go
back to our ordinary lives after losing
pieces of our hearts for the fatherless, the
destitute and those who are standing in
the gap.

I got frustrated at one point in the week
because we were using old screws and
nails. I’m ashamed to say that my first
thought was to say, “Are you too cheap to buy a couple of pounds of new screws and nails?” Never mind
that the person I wanted to say it to is the person who had painstakingly picked them up. Then we started
discussing child sponsorships and what is lacking. One child has no sponsor! Eleven other children are not yet
fully sponsored.
Would you join my family and I as we study the Hope 4 Tomorrow website (https://www.hope4tomorrow.net/)
where you can see each child and how each is funded, and pray to God about how much of what God has
trusted us with and that we will trust God with the lives of these orphans.
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50th Wedding Anniversary
Doug and Bev Walley
Open house on Saturday, August 4th
4:00-7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall
Cake, punch, and finger foods will be served.
Donations to support the Second Harvest Food Bank in
Doug and Bev’s names will be appreciated. No gifts, please!
Hosted by Rebecca Shipley and Amy Scott

Join us for our next
“5th Sunday” worship
on July 30th. We’ll
serve breakfast at 9:00
that morning, and
then we will all worship
together at 10:00.
Invite a friend to join
you!
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Senior adults having fun

Renee Lawhon
Nineteen seniors went to Kansas City on June 14th. We went down by
van and carpool., then rode the Kansas City Street Car around the city
and had lunch at Brown & Loe at the City Market.
Our next trip is a visit to the Moon Marble Company in Bonner Springs
on July 17th, where we will tour the plant and see a marble making
demonstration. Check the Welcome Center for additional information.

