Summer is a time of the year where people
frequently go on vacation, take some time
off, or get some downtime with family and
friends. As I get to this point in the year, I
find myself gathering together some books
that I want to take with me on vacation.
For me personally, I don’t want them to
be too rigorous (I am on vacation after all!)
but I still want them to have some
substance to them. To that end, I’d like to
recommend some books that you might
consider adding to your reading list for the
summer. If you happen to read one of
them and find it helpful in some way,
please let me know!
A Faith Worth Sharing: A Lifetime of
Conversations about Christ, by C. John
Miller. This is one of my all-time favorite
books. It is something of a memoir, but it
isn’t a typical memoir. It works its way
through the life of Jack Miller, telling story
after story of the different conversations
he has had with people about Jesus. They
range from funny to amazing. Every time
I’ve read this book, I feel like I’ve been
mentored in how to see God at work in the
world and how to talk to others about him
in a completely natural and winsome way.
Love this book!
The Radical Pursuit of Rest: Escaping the
Productivity Trap, by John Koessler. This is
an extremely helpful book for people who
go through life going from one thing to the
next and never able to turn their minds off.
Koessler is a professor of pastoral studies
and reflects on what it means for us to live
in a culture that is saturated with activity
and anxiety and, in light of that, what it

means to come under the
easy yoke of Jesus.
How People Change, by
Timothy Lane and Paul
David Tripp. This book is
one of the most helpful
books I’ve ever read on
how people actually change and grow
spiritually. The authors essentially work
through a model of how to understand
what is going on in your own heart, how to
apply the gospel to those issues, and then
how to see real change in your life. Reading
this book will essentially give you the basics
on how to be your own counselor as well as
how to help others who are struggling. Very
practical, but also very profound.
The Good News We Almost Forgot:
Rediscovering the Gospel in a 16th Century
Catechism, by Kevin DeYoung. The subtitle
to this may not sound like something you
want to go out and grab but I love this
book. Kevin DeYoung is the pastor of
University Reformed Church in East Lansing,
Michigan. In an effort to make theology
more accessible, he began writing
devotional reflections on the Heidelberg
Catechism for his congregation over the
course of a full year. People liked them so
much that those devotional reflections
eventually came together in this book. So,
if you’re interested in spending some time
reflecting on some of the great truths of
the Christian faith, delivered in a pastoral
way, consider checking this book out.
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On May 18, a group of senior
adults from Brookdale visited
the Rosecrans Air Base.
After a briefing by an Air
Force officer, they toured the
maintenance facility. During
their visit they were able to see
a simulator, and even sit inside
the cockpit of a C130.
The senior adults
plan an event or activity every month. On June 14th they will
head to Kansas City to have lunch and ride the streetcar.

Brookdale News is a
monthly publication of
Brookdale Church
203 South 31st Street
St. Joseph, MO 64501
Phone: 816-279-0983
Fax: 816-279-7684
Website:
www.brookdalechurch.com
Editor: Terri Lansbury
E-mail:
terri@brookdalechurch.com

Wondering what to do this summer with the kids, how
about Brookdale’s very own Day Camp? We will meet for
three fun filled days where kids get to experience summer
camp without leaving town or spending hundreds of
dollars. The theme this year is “Shine.” Kids will learn that
they don’t have to be afraid and they can “shine” because…. God is with us, God is powerful, God does what he
says he will do, God gives us life and God cares for us.
We will also do crazy camp games,
go on a nature hike, have crafts, sing
camp songs, go to the aquatic park,
s’mores, daily themes and so much more. For more details, call the
church or pick up a brochure and form at the church welcome center.
Who:
Where:
When:
Time:
Why:
How:
Cost:

Those who have completed grades K-6
Brookdale Student Ministry Center
June 26-28
9:00am-5:00pm
It’s fun
Register by June 18th
$35.00

Our first annual Taste of Brookdale was an absolute success! The
competition was intense and the food delicious! we had 22 different
entries in the two categories of Main Dish or Dessert. There was
laughter and tears (from all the laughing) lots of eating and plenty of
voting all coming down to the final moments when the winners were
announced. The winners are as follows:
Judges Choice Main Dish: Jalapeno Popper Dip by Joey Austin
Judges Choice Dessert: Peanut Butter Pie by Sue Bolander
Main Dish Champion: Biscuits and Gravy by Sage Nightingale
Dessert Champion: Macrons by Kim and Carrie Blazer
A huge thank you to all our contestants and all those who came and ate
and voted!! If you missed it this year trust me you wont want to miss it
next year so start early thinking of dishes to enter to the annual Taste of
Brookdale!!!

In 1994, I was leading a group of people to a church
service in Kenya. It was the first time in my life that I was
looking for a congregation that did not have a church
building. As we traveled down the dusty trail in our jeep,
I was told to look for a very tall tree about three miles
down the road. A Kenyan congregation worshiped under
this tree on a weekly basis. After scouting for numerous
tall trees, we finally found the one with a few people
gathered underneath it. It was a liberating and new
experience for me to consider that a church was not a
building; it was a community of people earnestly seeking
the Lord's presence in the fresh air of the day. Within
minutes, droves of people emerged from the surrounding
bushes and soon drums were beating and songs filled the
air. Nothing but open, blue sky was above us. The large
tree we were under was there to protect us should it rain.
I thought, "If the love of God is in the center of the room,
who needs a building?" My perception of church was
changed forever.
For the past year, Chinese President Xi Jinping has
consolidated his powers enacting laws making him
President for life. He also initiated a campaign to destroy
church buildings, removing crosses and steeples. In his
effort to regulate the spiritual life of Chinese citizens,
despite there being a law that presumably guarantees
religious freedom, President Xi's paramilitary officers have
confiscated Bibles and imprisoned church leaders. Yet,
in China today there more than 100 million Christians and
the numbers are growing rapidly each year.
Half of the Christians in China today worship in homes
and other clandestine places in what has become a vast
network of underground churches. These believers have
no church buildings, but they have the joy of the Lord in
their midst. The Christians of the First Century faced a
nearly identical situation. Emperor Caesar Augustus in
Rome wanted people to worship him, not some other
king called Jesus Christ. Many Christians of the First
Century faced severe persecution from the Roman Empire
and from entrenched Jewish leaders of the day as well.
They were getting it from all sides. As a result, Christians
did not begin to construct church buildings until the Third
or Fourth Century AD when Emperor Constantine made
Christianity legal. But, in those early, dynamic years after
the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, his followers
worshiped in homes, catacombs, lecture halls, and in the
middle of open fields, too - wherever they could be free
and at peace. They might even have worshiped under tall
trees.

Jesus knew the dangers of relying on human structures,
land, or tradition for living out faith. Jesus prayed, read
Scripture and worshiped the Father wherever he traveled
with his disciples, whether in a boat, sitting on a
mountain of olive trees or huddled by a camp fire. He
taught that no emperor, president, or human authority
can prevent what we choose freely to do in our hearts.
There is no human regulation that can stop our worship
of God. Nowhere in the Bible is this truth more explicitly
stated than when Jesus spoke to the Samaritan woman
at the well; "...'Woman, believe me, the hour is coming
when you will worship the Father neither on this
mountain nor in Jerusalem....But the hour is coming, and
is now here, when the true worshippers will worship the
Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as
these to worship him. God is spirit, and those who
worship him must worship in spirit and truth.'" (John
4:21b,23-24)
Iran is another country where the government is trying
to eliminate Christianity. Beginning with a campaign in
the early 1990s until today, the Ayatollah Khamenei and
his Revolutionary Guard have systematically attempted
to destroy or shut down every church in the country.
But, instead of eliminating Christianity, the Church has
grown and flourished in underground settings. Today
there are nearly 4 million believers worshiping in
underground churches in Iran. Joyful new Iranian
believers meet in homes and other private settings on a
regular basis. And, most amazingly, members of the
underground church in China are now in Iran coaching
the Iranian house church leaders on how to organize
themselves as a flourishing community, despite the
constant pressure from an oppressive regime.
There are now more believers in the Middle East who
attend underground churches than above-ground
churches. As government authorities become more
oppressive, brutal, and unjust, the beauty of the Gospel
message stands out even more. Every heart yearns to be
free. And, there is no greater freedom than in Christ.
Please continue to pray for the underground churches in
China, Iran and throughout the Middle East. These dear
brothers and sisters need our support. They are in the
process of changing history; nothing will stop them,
certainly not dynamite nor other means of human
oppression.
Remember, as Jesus said to his disciples, "...if the Son
makes you free, you will be free indeed." (John 8:36)
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Dear Brookdale,
Thank you so much for everything. Brookdale
Church is SO good to Mark Twain. We absolutely
love Brookdale! Sincerely, Mark Twain School
Dear Brookdale family,
Thank you for the love and care you have shown
to our mom, Jo Smith, and father, Al Smith,
through the years. It means a lot to all of us!
Tracy Smith, Pamela Smith, Penny Fields & family
Dear Brookdale,
Thank you from CarePortal for all of your help
with our needs this year. We have provided many
needs for children in Child Protection Services,
especially in the last few weeks.
A huge thank you to your congregation in helping
with a vacuum cleaner, gift cards for clothing and
gas, a pack and play baby bed, money to help get
identity for a mom to work plus support from our
church family to help others in need.
Families have been gratefully impacted with your
support. We have been blessed to help so many
families remain together. Thank you, dear Lord
for our blessings to help others, through Jesus
Christ we pray - Amen.
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Brookdale’s missions team supports David and Katherine Liddle with prayers and through it’s annual
budget. David and Katherine have been involved with
Wycliffe Bible Translators for several years — first in
Dallas, Texas and most recently in Germany. From
2011 to 2017, David worked with Wycliffe’s Europe
Area office in Holzhausen. He helped support the
networks and equipment in the many Wycliffe offices
throughout Europe. He also provided service to
people doing language work in Africa and western
Asia, where local computer staff are often lacking.
David and Katherine are currently in the United States on furlough. They plan to visit Brookdale
Church on Sunday, July 1st, sharing a “mission moment” during the worship services to tell us a bit
more about their ministry. Later this summer they hope to return to Holzhausen, Germany, which
lies between Frankfurt and Cologne. There, David will manage the IT systems and services used by
Wycliffe Germany and the new Karimu International Conference Center. Katherine will resume
oversight of the library of Wycliffe's German-language training program, "Seminar für Sprache und
Kultur".

