Words are important. They have immense
power – to hurt or to heal, to discourage or
to encourage, to tear down or to build up.
Consider some of the many things the book
of Proverbs has to say about the power of
words. “Death and life are in the power of
the tongue” (Proverbs 18:21). “A soothing
tongue is a tree of life” (Proverbs 15:4).
“Pleasant words are like a honeycomb,
sweet to the soul and healing to the
bones” (Proverbs 16:24). In other words, all
our words have both the power of death and
the power of life; for which we will use them
is up to us.
The Christian counselor and speaker Larry
Crabb tells the story of being in middle
school and being asked to pray on a Sunday
morning at his church (it was customary
in their church to ask youth to pray during
the service). He stood up, filled with
nervousness, and began to pray. He became
so overcome with nerves that he began to
stutter and stammer through the prayer. In
fact, he was tripping over himself so badly
that at one point he thanked God the Father
for dying on the cross and thanked Jesus for
raising the Spirit from the grave. Finally, he
clumsily ended with an ‘amen’ and sat down.
Drowning in embarrassment he vowed to
himself that he would never again pray or
speak aloud in front of a group. When the
service was over, he made a beeline toward
the door, hoping to escape quickly. However,
before he could get away an older gentleman
from the congregation intercepted him and
put his arm around Larry’s shoulder. Bracing
for a rebuke, he heard the man say instead,
“Larry, there’s one thing I want you to know.
Whatever you do for the Lord, I’m behind
you one thousand percent.” That one simple
act of encouragement changed his life.

Today, he regularly prays in
front of and speaks to large
crowds of people – simply
because of this one man’s
thoughtful and encouraging
word to him.
So, how can we use our
words to give life to other people, to
encourage them, to build them up? How do
we that? Well, the Book of Proverbs suggests
that the power of our words depends a lot on
the character and attitude of the one who
says them. In other words, what is in our heart
tends to come out, in a rather mysterious way,
through our words (sometimes even more
so than the actual content of the words
themselves). In fact, we might boil it down to
three principles.
Principle #1: Try to be slow to speak and quick
to listen. It is hard to encourage others when
we are impatiently trying to jump in while they
are talking. Usually, that only makes them feel
like we don’t really care what they are trying
to say; we just care about getting our own
words in. It is also hard to encourage them if
we haven’t really taken the time to listen to
them to try to understand what they are
really saying and where they are really coming
from. It is all too easy to draw some quick
conclusions and then rush in. But, to be a
good encourager, we have to have the
patience to hear others out, ask clarifying
questions, and really seek to understand them
before we start to speak. Once they know we
truly do care about them and are willing to
take the time to understand them, our words
in response will have much more power to
encourage them. So, a great place to start is
simply to ask questions. That sounds simple,
of course, but I am often amazed as I listen
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to conversations how few people actually ask
questions of other people. It seems so simple but
most conversations end up being two people just
taking turns talking at one another. Those who
ask questions and really seek to learn about
other people are rare (and getting rarer). Simply
putting the brakes on your own talking and
asking questions instead has an enormous power
to encourage others. Interrogative words can
sometimes be the most encouraging words.
Principle #2: Be sensitive with your words when
you do talk. After you’ve asked questions and
taken the time to understand what is going on
with them, there will come a time to speak.
When that time comes, be sensitive and
thoughtful with your words. Depending on the
circumstances and the spiritual condition of the
person, some people need a firm word while
others need a gentle one. Some need to be
nudged toward conviction while
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other person most needs to hear given his/her
circumstances and spiritual condition. That takes
a prayerful, sensitive, attentive spirit. But in
discerning that, we will be able to speak words
that are truthful but are also like a honeycomb,
sweet to the soul and healing to the bones.
Principle #3: When in doubt, be gentle and
gracious. We rarely know fully what is going on in
someone else’s life and we certainly can’t know
for sure what is going on in their heart. As a
general rule, there is usually more going on than
we realize. So, we need to be mindful of that and
try to be gentle and gracious as much as we can.
Rarely do we regret treating another person
gently; frequently do we regret not doing so. So
always err on the side of gentleness and grace.
So, who can you encourage this week? To
whom might you speak some words of life? Is
there someone who is down? Someone who is
discouraged? Someone who is beaten up? Perhaps
God is calling you to put your arm around him or
her, as that older gentleman did to Larry Crabb,
and offer some words of encouragement. And
who knows what he might do through those
words?

Summer is just around the corner, although the weather makes it seem like we need another month before it begins. We will be having our usually activities of iServe, Day Camp,
VBS and our Day Trip. I'm so excited for each activity and the opportunity for children to
experience God in new ways that draw them into a relationship with him. Be sure to look
in your mailbox as each event draws near, we will also have fliers in the welcome center. If
you are interested in volunteering, please be sure to contact Sue at the church.

This will be the 10th anniversary of iServe! It doesn't even seem possible. iServe
started out as a dream to help children progress in missions from serving locally,
nationally and then internationally. Children who have completed grades 4-6 are
able to participate in local service projects in our community. Some activities
include cleaning schools, painting street signs, picking up sticks and cutting shrubs
at Mt. Mora, working at UCP, getting early childhood bags ready for United Way,
organizing items at Pivotal Point and much more. After two days of service, the children have a fun day at
Worlds of Fun. This ministry has been a blessing to the children and the community. Be sure to check your
mailbox for more information soon.

Do you love food? I do. Do you love to cook? I do. Do you
love to win trophies and money? By golly I sure do! If you
answered yes to any of these questions much like I have,
then the "Taste of Brookdale" is for you!
Prepare your best main dish or dessert and enter it in to the
"Taste of Brookdale" event on Friday, May 18th for your chance to win a
trophy and a cash prize! The proceeds from this event will help support
summer youth mission trips.
You will find registration forms and all the information you will need under
the "Taste of Brookdale" logo in the foyer.
Don't like to cook? That's ok— I’ll bet you like to eat, so mark May 18th at 6pm on your calendar, and plan to
be at this most delicious event. Trust me...your tummy will not want to miss out!
Back by popular demand — the annual Basket Auction!
Get together with your small group, a group of friends, or
do it yourself! Have fun creating a wonderful basket for
people to bid on and enjoy. If you are fresh out of ideas,
there is quite a long list at the Welcome Center to help
spark your creativity.
Baskets will be on display from May 6th-20th!

Gwen Bachman: I plan on attending Kansas State University and
majoring in either Business or Education. I also plan on going to
Manhattan Christian College through the dual degree program. I
would like to eventually like to become a youth director. I would
like to say thank you to my parents and
the rest of my Brookdale Church family
for teaching and mentoring me in a God
centered environment.

Sarah Bolander: I’m going to Missouri State in Springfield and
majoring in elementary education. I’ll also be in the marching band.
I am so appreciative for everything my parents and church have
done for me to be raised in a Christian environment my entire life.
Thank you everyone who influenced me in this way.

In the coming months, we will feature an update from each of our four Vision Teams, to let you know
about some specific steps they have taken to further develop and implement the Vision for Brookdale
Church. Meanwhile, I thought it might be helpful to share this brief summary of the Vision and each of
the teams represented.

A. Prayer
If the gospel tells us that it is God who saves us and not we who save ourselves, then prayer must permeate
everything we are and do. Prayer is a constant recognition that God must come and do his work if anything is to
happen. Therefore, prayer must be the foundation of all the church is and does.
We do not want to be a church that prays; we want to be a praying church.
We do not want prayer to be an exercise or a spiritual discipline; we want prayer to be a way of life.
We do not want to make prayer a part of the church’s strategy; we want to make it the strategy.
We do not want prayer to be a way we get God to do what we want; we want prayer to be a way that we
reach beyond ourselves and what we can do, trusting God to do more than we can even ask or imagine.
B. Worship
If the gospel tells us that it is God who saves us and not we who save ourselves, then worship must be about
God and not about us.
We want to see worship where people are captivated by the glory of God.
We want to see worship where people are moved by the presence of God - through the powerful and
sometimes surprising presence of the Holy Spirit and through the means of grace (Scripture, prayer,
and the sacraments).
We want to see worship where people are shaped by the rhythm of the gospel.
C. Spiritual Formation
If the gospel tells us that it is God who saves us and not we who save ourselves, then spiritual formation must
not be about us trying harder, but about applying the renewing power of the gospel into every area of our lives
and depending on the power of God’s grace and God’s Spirit to transform us.
We want to be a community where people can struggle honestly.
We want to be a community where people can experience grace.
We want to be a community where people can discover how the beauty of the gospel can transform every
area of their lives by changing them not merely on the level of behavior modification, but deep down
in their heart, character, and affections.
D. Mission
If the gospel tells us that it is God who saves us and not we who save ourselves, then we must be passionately
committed to joining him in his work of saving people and eventually renewing all of creation.
We want to be a community of people that shares the gospel
We want to be a community of people that embraces their vocations as a part of God’s kingdom work in
the world.
We want to be a community of people that seeks the ‘shalom’ of the city.
We want to be a community of people that is going to the nations.
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Our senior adults plan at least one activity
or day trip every month. They visited the Remington Nature Center
on April 26th. After touring the facility and enjoying all the exhibits,
they had lunch at Jake’s Steakhouse.
The seniors’ next adventure will be a visit to Rosecrans Air National
Guard Base on May 11. After a briefing by an Air Force officer, they
will tour the maintenance facility, and then they’ll get to see a simulator, and possibly go inside the cockpit of a C130. If you want to get
in on this adventure, sign up soon!

— that’s what it was all about on April 29th when a group of folks,
including several from Brookdale Church, came together to help someone in need, providing some much
needed repairs to their home. Even the kids got involved by making sack lunches for all the workers.
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Casa de Mi Padre is a ministry of “Child Rescue.” Its mission is to provide
refuge, shelter, and healing for needy children in Guatemala. At Casa, they
meet the physical needs of these children in order to have the opportunity to
meet their spiritual needs. The children receive hope, stability, food, clothing,
shelter, schooling, solid Biblical instruction, and living examples of God’s love.
Sarah and Cole McCauley are missionaries serving at Casa de Mi Padre,
serving as co-assistant directors. Their top priorities are to seek God daily, to
spend time in His presence asking for wisdom and guidance for his leadership,
and to pray over the children and staff of the home. They oversee child teaching and discipline, and also
manage the transitional kids’ home placement and further education. They both work to provide daily
child care for the 22 kids of Casa. Sarah helps with all
the office work as well, and is busy finding new ways
to use her skills to bless the children.
Sarah and Cole are Brookdale’s newest mission/
outreach partners, and we were blessed to have them
visit Brookdale Church recently to share more about
their ministry in Guatemala. Thanks also to Sarah’s
parents, John and Pam Cool, who treated us to
cookies and ice cream!

