Everyone has some idea of what it means to
be human. In fact, it is this question that is
behind virtually all forms of art and media.
Almost every movie is trying to express
some aspect of what it means to be human.
Walk into an art gallery and virtually every
piece of art is trying to render some kind of
interpretation of the human experience.
Watch how people live their lives and they
will inevitably show you over time what
they think it means to be human. Indeed,
unspoken and often unexamined ideas of
what it means to be human lie behind many
of the political, social, and cultural questions
that are hotly debated in our society. Listen
carefully and it is clear that everyone is
working with some idea of what it means to
be human.
But what if our ideas about what it means to
be human are actually skewed? What if there
is an entirely different way of being human in
the world? And, indeed, what if that different
way of being human is actually better? What
if it actually brings greater satisfaction,
deeper fulfillment, and more life? What if
there were a way to live that was actually
more consistent with the way we were
actually designed to live?
The Sermon on the Mount, perhaps Jesus’
most famous sermon, lays out precisely this
kind of vision. Sometimes it is read as if it is
simply a new, more stringent, more rigid
version of the Law in the Old Testament.
There is some truth to this impression.
After all, Jesus frequently references Old
Testament laws and then makes them more
exacting and more penetrating. But the
Sermon on the Mount is better – and more
faithfully – read in its larger context. In the
Gospel of Matthew, Jesus is heralding the
arrival of the kingdom of God. This kingdom

is the reign of God over
people’s lives that will
eventually culminate at the
end of history with his reign
over all his creation. To bring
about this reign, Jesus dies
on the cross and then rises
from the dead in order to conquer the
kingdom of darkness and to inaugurate
God’s triumphant reign in the world. To
come under this reign means to be experience
the forgiveness of sins and the absolute
transformation of one’s whole life, now lived
in service to the King.
Thus, all of Jesus’ sermons and sayings in the
Gospel are part of this reality. In the particular
case of the Sermon on the Mount, that is
immediately clear from what comes right
before the sermon as well as what comes
right after the sermon. Right before the
sermon Jesus goes throughout Galilee healing
the sick, casting out demons, and restoring
the infirmed. That is, Jesus is teaching about
the kingdom of God and then demonstrating
its power to bring healing, freedom, and
restoration in people’s lives. Right after the
sermon Jesus does the same thing. He
immediately begins to heal those who are
sick and show mercy to those who suffering.
These two passages detailing the miraculous
power of the kingdom of God work like a
picture frame around the Sermon on the
Mount, in order to make clear what the
sermon is really about.
Simply put, the Sermon on the Mount is really
a manifesto of the Kingdom of God. It is a
vision of what life with God looks like. It is a
picture of what it means to live as God has
created and redeemed us to be. In short, it
sketches for us an entirely different way of
being human – a way of being human that
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Brookdale will welcome Rev. Dave Robinson as our guest preacher on April 8th. Here are a few facts about
him and his ministry.
●
●

Executive National Director for Church & City Gospel Movement, Cru
EPC Teaching Elder and pastor at partnering church in Kansas City — New Life CityChurch

Dave and Karen, married for 40 years, have three grown children and four grandchildren. They made their
home in Easter Europe for 18 years. While there, Dave served in various leadership roles with Campus Crusade
and did church –planting.
Dave co-authored Youth at the Threshold of Life, a curriculum that is used in Hungarian public schools and has
been accredited. Dave also co-authored The Outrageous Promise, an account of high-level collaboration and
advancing the mission of Jesus beyond the Iron Curtain.
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does not produce more bondage in our lives, that avoids the ravages of sin upon our lives and
relationships, that carves out for us a way of living in which we can more purely and faithfully be
human. Or, to borrow Jesus’ words from the Gospel of John, it paints for us a portrait of freedom and abundant life.
In the season after Easter, we are going to work our way through the Sermon on the Mount.
Doing this after Easter is intentional. Christ’s death on the cross and resurrection from the grave
changes everything. It means that the kingdom of God is here. Now, going forward in the power
of Christ’s death and resurrection, the Sermon on the Mount shows us what it means to live in
that new reality. Or, to put it another way, it shows us an entirely different way of being human.

Saturday, March 24th we had our “Down to Earth” day retreat for 4th-6th grade students. We
spent the day looking at what it means to be a disciple of Jesus and to follow him. We learned
how Jesus’ disciples left family, jobs, everything to follow him. Then we looked at how Jesus
“hung out” with the disciples and taught them. Finally, we looked at the call Jesus gave to go
serve and help others. The students learned that they could be disciples too.
We also took a little trip to
Cracker Barrel for lunch and
Crumbly Burger for ice
cream. We had 24 students
come for the day, and eleven
different helpers. It was a
great and very busy day!

Confirmation is
an important
marker in our
spiritual journeys
and the same
holds true for our
youth, it is a time
for them to
explore their
faith, learn about
the Christian and Presbyterian traditions, and
grow in community with one another. When a
baby is baptized in a Presbyterian Church, the
parents and the whole church make vows to
lovingly raise that child in the Christian faith.
When you reach a certain age (in our church it’s
8th grade), you are given the opportunity in
confirmation to claim that faith as your own, what
an important step this is. This past month, five
youth from our church decided to make that
commitment. The commitment to come to class
and learn about what Brookdale Church believes,
to learn what it means to bring the beauty of the
Gospel to the brokenness of life and learn what it
means to live in this world as a follower of Christ.

Each student learned what it means
to be a full-fledged voting member
of Brookdale Church including our
theological views, hierarchical
structure, and the importance of
supporting Brookdale Ministries with
their own God given gifts and talents. At the
conclusion of the class each student was asked
to write their own personal faith statement and
share it with their families as well as a few
members of session. They all did such an amazing
job taking the time to truly think about what it
means to be a follower of Christ and how that will
impact their lives. I am proud of each one of these
students and the steps they have taken to publicly
declare their faith and to actively live for Christ.
Students who completed the confirmation class
and were received as full members of Brookdale
Church are: Bailey Colgan, Annie Austin, T.J. Larson, Sage Nightingale, and Leyton Furlong.

In addition to the confirmation students, eight adults were received
into membership at Brookdale on March 11, 2018:
Juliette Papadopoulos, Mark Sonnenmoser, Nancy Savely,
Amanda Comeau, Robbie Gallinger, David Buckley, Randy Dudik and Diane Dudik

Juliette Papadopoulos was
baptized during the worship
service on March 11, also!

When we recently began making plans for our next
trip to the Holy Land, I also began to reflect about
some of the things I have learned during my many
visits there.
One of my favorite places in the Holy Land is the Sea
of Galilee. So much of what we see now would have
been exactly what Jesus would have seen. The
mountains haven’t changed much in 2000 years, the
sea hasn’t changed, and as long as we aren’t looking
at the city of Tiberius, then the landscape is much the
same as it was 2000 years ago. Out on the water and
looking at the mountains (hills), it’s really overwhelming to think – this is what Jesus would have seen and
experienced.
Not far from shore but higher up the hillside is where
Jesus delivered the Sermon on the Mount. You can
almost picture people sitting and how they would
have been able to hear Jesus.
Nazareth, the hometown of Jesus, is a city built in
the hills. It is now a modern little town with street
vendors and stores and people just living their lives
not even thinking about where they are and what is
all around them. As you walk past vendors selling
everything imaginable, it’s hard to believe that so
many people just seemed oblivious to the presence of
God around them, but it was the same in Jesus
day. Most people didn’t recognize Jesus for who he
was so they just went about their daily lives and didn’t
see God in their midst; and it is the same way today.
How many times are we guilty of not seeing the
presence of God in our lives from day to day? And
that’s the thing that continues to be driven home
every day. God sent Jesus into a very ordinary
world. We call it the Holy Land because God walked
there and chose this area, but when Jesus arrived it
was just an ordinary land filled with people going
about their lives – but God was with them. The same
is true today. God still comes into our ordinary lives
but we can experience him if we will open our eyes
and ears and hearts.
Now let me share a few thoughts about Jerusalem. It
is a crowded, diverse, busy urban city with a lot of
history and a lot of division. At one time or another
various people ruled Jerusalem. Each time a new

nation came to power they would often tear down
what was there or build on top of it, which means
there are walls and building and remains from each
time period. Many of the walls that you see around
the city now are from the time of Herod the Great.
When in the Old City (another favorite place), walking
the Via Dolorosa, one is reminded of the torture Jesus
endured as he carried the cross through the crowded
streets from Herod’s palace to Golgotha or Calvary.
Arriving at the Church of the Holy Sepulcher, the
traditional site of Jesus’ crucifixion and burial, one has
the sense that this really IS a holy place.
One last reflection I want to share has to do with a
question I kept asking myself. Why did God choose
this land?
At times it is rugged and in some places the land is
harsh and hostile, and yet it is a tiny spot that has
been fought over for centuries. I kept asking myself
why God told Abraham that this was the promised
land, and then our first visit to Megiddo began to answer those questions. If you look at a map, you see
that Israel is the location where the three great land
masses of Europe, Asia and Africa all converge.
So in many ways, this was the center of the world,
and if God was going to somehow reach out to all
people then this was the place to do it. God chose
Abraham for one reason – to be a blessing to all
nations. God chose Abraham so that all the nations
could be blessed through his descendants; and the
way God chose to do that is by putting Abraham and
his family right into the center of the world.
That is still God’s desire, to reveal his presence and
love to the world and to bless every person with
Shalom — not just peace, but the fullness of life and
peace that only God can give. God chose to bless all
the people of the world through his people; first the
family of Abraham, the nation of Israel, and now the
family of Jesus which is the church – you and me. We
are the ones God wants to use to bless the world.
We are the people God wants to use to offer the Good
News to those who are living ordinary lives all around
us – Shalom.
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Hilda Bell, Kristin Lemon
Stanley Viestenz
Jen Schaeffer
Drew Lemon
Judy O’Donnell, Conner Peterson
Joyce Clibon
Carl Smith
Ellie Larson
Tonette Eagleburger
Cassie Franken, Jo Smith
Jim Burnham
Brend King

Dear Brookdale,
After 325 days in the NICU, Declan finally came home. We
just wanted to thank all of you for your prayers! Our tiny
miracle has touched so many hearts, and those hearts
have reached out to God through prayer. Thank you and
God bless you all! — The Trumps (family of Alice Denver)

On March 13th SALT held its annual Potato Bar.
They had 21 people in attendance along with 12
people from the Kitchen Band. The Kitchen Band
had a great show. Our own Judy Hines plays the
clackers. We had lots of good food and desert.
Our next outing is April 26th. A tour of the
Remington Nature Center is planned, with lunch
at Jakes. Watch for a signup sheet at the
Welcome Center.
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Beth Bachman, Drexel Midyett
Andrew Schaeffer
Noah Gregory, Cora Kammerer
Annie Austin, Jerry Zweerink
Jason Manley
Mary Lou Marlowe
Cyndy Poggemiller, Lydie Thomas,
Lainey Withers

May
1 - Mark Trulsson
4 - Trudy Seever
5 - Ed Bartelt

Easter Sunday

5th Sunday

6:30 High School youth

9:00 Breakfast
10:00 Worship

29

9:30 Women’s Bible st.

30

5:30 Zumba

9:30 Women’s Bible st.

8:30 & 11:00 Worship
9:45 Christian Ed Classes

6:30 High School youth

24

23

22

17
5:30 Zumba
6:30 Session

9:30 Women’s Bible st.

8:30 & 11:00 Worship
9:45 Christian Ed Classes

1:00 Kids Zone team
5:30 Zumba
6:00 Trustees

10

5:30 Zumba
6:30 Deacons

3

Tue

6:30 High School youth

16

15

1:00 Senior Adult team
6:00 Stewardship team

9:30 Women’s Bible st.

6:30 High School youth

9

8:30 & 11:00 Worship
9:45 Christian Ed Classes

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

2

Mon

8

8:45 Breakfast
9:30 Easter Egg Hunt
10:00 Worship

1

Sun

9:30 Women’s Bible st.
11:30 Daytimers
2:00 Women’s Bible st.
5:30 Zumba
7:00 M.S. Youth group

25

6:30 Haven House
9:30 Women’s Bible study
2:00 Women’s Bible study
5:30 Zumba
6:00 Worship team
7:00 M.S. Youth group

18

6:30 Men’s Min. Team
9:30 Women’s Bible st.
11:30 Daytimers
2:00 Women’s Bible st.
3:30 Kids Zone
5:30 Zumba
6:30 Prayer Service
7:00 M.S. Youth group

11

2:00 Women’s Bible study
5:30 Zumba
7:00 Middle School youth

6:30 Men’s Min. Team
9:30 Women’s Bible study

4

Wed
6:00 Men’s breakfast

6:00 Men’s breakfast
9:30 Women’s Bible study
10:00 Senior adults to
Remington Nature Ctr.
5:30 Strength training
6:30 GriefShare
6:30 Prayer Service

26

5:30 Strength training
6:30 GriefShare

11:00 Food Kitchen

19 6:00 Men’s breakfast

5:30 Strength training
6:30 GriefShare

9:30 Women’s Bible study

12 6:00 Men’s breakfast

5:30 Strength training
6:30 GriefShare

9:30 Women’s Bible study

5

Thu

6:00 Men’s breakfast

27

6:00 Men’s breakfast

20

2:00 Book Club

6:00 Men’s breakfast

10:00 Zumba

28

10:00 Zumba

21

10:00 Zumba

14

10:00 Zumba

13

7

6:00 Men’s breakfast

Sat

6

Fri

Each EPC presbytery launching a disciple-making movement among an unengaged Muslim people group by 2025.
The EPC’s vision for Engage 2025 is comprised of three aspects:
1. Thoroughly evangelical: proclaiming the good news of life in Jesus;

2. Specifically Presbyterian: through the power of churches linked by faith and geography (a presbytery!); and
3. Desperately urgent: among people who have no intentional, witnessing Jesus-followers active among them.

 Penetrating communities where no Jesus-followers are
actively engaged in disciple-making

 A resident apostolic (frontier church-planting) effort
 Committing to work in the local language and culture
 Committing to long-term (until the vision is realized)
ministry

 Sowing in a manner consistent with the replication (goal
of at least 3 generations)

 Bringing additional resources and reinforcements where
other Christians are already actively engaged in disciplemaking

 Occasional short-term ministry trips
 Foreigners working through translators
 Starting model churches impossible for indigenous believers to replicate

 Compassion and mercy ministries without an intentional
disciple-making movement strategy

