I have recently been struck by a refrain in the
book of Psalms. I had noticed it before, but
lately it has really hit me just how frequently
it shows up. And the phrase is, "Wait for the
Lord." For instance, Psalm 27 end with, “Wait
for the Lord; be strong and let your heart
take courage; wait for the Lord!” Psalm 33
says, “Our soul waits for the Lord; he is our
help and our shield.” Psalm 37 encourages us
to “be still before the Lord and wait patiently
for him.” And there are scores of other such
confessions and encouragements.
Looking at the contexts, these encouragements typically come when Israel is facing
some great difficulty, often a strong and
formidable enemy. In such situations, it
would be easy to panic or despair. It would
be natural to wonder why God has not yet
intervened. Questions would abound. Where
is God? When will he come and rescue us?
Why is he so slow to come to our aid? Can we
really trust in his promises? Has he perhaps
forgotten us or abandoned us in our time of
trouble? How long will this go on?
To those natural reactions, the psalmists
repeatedly encourage Israel – and us – to
wait for the Lord. That involves a number of
things. It means that we should take heart.
Instead of looking at our circumstances,
which may make us feel weak, discouraged,
and hopeless because they look like they will
never change and as far as we can see there
is no way out, we should lift up our eyes and
look to the Lord. As we meditate on his character, our circumstances begin to look different. Just as someone who is lost in a large
maze might begin to feel like they will never
find their way out, but when they look up to
their partner who is standing far above in a
watchtower and will point them in the right
direction, they begin to find renewed encour-

agement, so when we look
up to the Lord we can take
heart as well. We may not see
our way through the maze,
but we can take heart that he
sees all things and because of
his character, he will guide
our steps according to his plan.
It also means that we must learn to have
patience. It is becoming a cliché to say that
we live in an impatient culture. We are used
to getting things the very moment we want
them. Having to wait for something,
particularly for a long time, feels not only
uncomfortable but downright unjust. We
cannot understand why God would take so
long to come through for us. We cannot
understand why we should have to wait for
him to fulfill his promises or for things to get
better. The idea that Abraham and Sarah
would have to wait 25 years for a child, or that
Israel would have to wait for four hundred
years to be delivered from their slavery in
Egypt, or that the southern tribes would have
to wait almost half a century before God
would release them from exile, or that the
people of God would have to wait for
centuries before the arrival of the Messiah,
seems almost incomprehensible to us. But,
as Peter says, we should “not overlook this
one fact, that with the Lord one day is as a
thousand years, and a thousand years as one
day. Indeed, the Lord is not slow to fulfill his
promises as some count slowness.”
But that also means that we can have
confidence. God does fulfill his promises.
Of course, it is always in his time, according to
his will, and for his purposes. And though it
can be very hard for us to wait, particularly if it
is something that affects us greatly and
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especially if we must wait a long time, we can take confidence in the knowledge that God always keeps
his word and he does not delay one minute longer than is required by his sovereign purposes. He never
keeps us waiting simply because he hasn’t gotten around to it yet. Every moment we must continue to
wait is a moment that is necessary for the working out of his purposes. And knowing that helps us to
wait for the Lord, to be strong and take courage, and wait for the Lord.
Are you having to wait for something? Perhaps you are getting weary. Waiting is hard work. It goes
against everything inside us. But instead of looking at the situation, look up to the Lord, meditate on his
character and the trustworthiness of his promises, and then remember that he will not keep you waiting
for one moment longer than is necessary. When we do that, we find that we are able to take heart, have
patience, and continue trusting him, even though it may seem to us like a thousand years.
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7:00 p.m. for dessert
and to review how
we are living out the
Vision through
Spiritual Formation.
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together and understand the unity of its
overarching message, aware that the entire
Bible teaches about Jesus Christ (Luke 24:44).

1. The Habit of Preparation

An excellent Bible teacher must be willing to
sometimes say “I don’t know.” They might not
know the right answer, but it also might be
the case that God’s Word doesn’t reveal the
answer to a particular question. Teachers
must be willing to practice the habit of limit,
only teaching what God’s Word reveals on
challenging questions.

Excellent teachers always take the time to properly
prepare. They labor over their notes, tweaking,
adding, deleting, and practicing over and over, all to
ensure they are ready to serve their learners well.
Excellent teachers have a deep conviction that
teaching is an honorable calling, one for which they
will give an account. They don’t make a practice of
winging lessons or pulling something together last
minute.
2. The Habit of Love
Excellent Bible teachers cultivate a love for the
people whom they teach. They spend time with
people and enjoy people. Their study should flow
out of a heart with sincere love for the people they
have been called to teach.
3. The Habit of Prayer
Love will naturally lead the excellent teacher to pray
for those whom they teach. Keeping lists of names
and needs, they habitually labor in intercession for
others. They also labor over their teaching itself.
Before they share anything with others, they pray
over each word, begging God to keep them from
error, that he might help them bear fruit through
their teaching. Excellent teachers humbly recognize
that without the grace of God, they couldn’t teach a
single word fruitfully. And so they pray.
4. The Habit of Learning
Excellent Bible teachers regularly sharpen the axe
of their own teaching. They continuously learn how
to research, study, write, teach, along with every
other skill that might improve their communication.
Excellent teachers commit to a lifetime of learning.
5. The Habit of Bible Mastery
Excellent Bible teachers maintain a familiarity with
the overall message of the Bible. They habitually
read and reread God’s Word in its entirety. Worthy
Bible teachers see how the parts of the Bible work

6. The Habit of Limit

7. The Habit of Humility
Tragically, many teachers become proud,
arrogant, and smug. The more popular they
become, the more they believe their own
press. The excellent teacher will constantly
fight against the temptation towards pride and
arrogance, remembering that God has given
everything they’ve learned as a gift, including
their own mind and memory. Teachers are not
great in and of themselves but have been
called by God to serve Christ’s church through
the gift of teaching. Like all of God’s gifts,
teaching is best used by those whose lives are
marked by the meekness and lowliness of our
Lord.
8. The Habit of Gratitude
The excellent teacher starts every day singing
along with the writer of Psalm 100:4, “Enter his
gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with
praise! Give thanks to him; bless his name!”
They recognize they’ve been called to a blessed
work to take the wonderful truths revealed in
the Bible and serve them to others. We can all
think of lessons that deeply impacted us and
even changed our lives. The excellent teacher
is thankful for opportunities to make these
moments happen. For every student, every
insight, and every lesson, the excellent teacher
regularly practices the habit of gratitude.
Submitted by Jay McGhee

The Great
Commission was
not a suggestion.
Christ's kingdom
cannot be built
without bold,
radical obedience to Matthew 28:19: "Go
therefore..." Somebody must GO. There's no
way around it. To share the gospel with the whole
world, we must be willing to pack our bags
sometime and leave home. This commandment
also doesn’t have an age limit, it does not say if
you are between the ages of 15-35 then go
therefore and use your youth. We are all called to
go out into the world and share the gospel. As I
am sure we have not so quickly forgotten last year
and the devastating hurricanes that hit Houston,
Texas; Puerto Rico; and Florida, and the millions of
people who were affected by them. With such
devastation weighing heavy on my heart I feel
that this year our high school youth have been
called to go to one of these places, so, from June
9th-15th (cost $500) we will be going to Houston,
Texas to serve alongside the local church and help
rebuild some of what was destroyed by Hurricane
Harvey. As I stated earlier, the Great Commission

does not have age limits, so I would
like to extend to opportunity to the
entire congregation to come along
side and serve with our high school
students in Houston. Do you have
the ability to encourage youth and
work along side them? Well yes, we all do so
please consider joining us on this trip. We will
be going with the Praying Pelican Mission
Organization and doing whatever we can to help
those rebuild not only their physical lives by
means of helping rebuild houses etc, but also
their spiritual lives as we can in very tangible
ways be the hands and feet of Christ. If you have
never gone on a mission trip before and overseas
seems scary to you, or if you have ever thought
to yourself . . . Hmmm, I wonder what spending
some time with high school students is like, then
please consider coming to Houston and serving
with us. This trip is great for anyone with a heart
to serve no matter your skill level; all I want are
people who love Jesus and want to serve Him.
I know our youth would love to have you come
along with them and impart some of your wisdom
as I am sure they will impart lots of their youth.

Day Retreat for students Grades 4-6
Saturday March 24th
9:30am-4:00pm @Brookdale Church
What does it really look like to be a disciple? What does it even mean? We will learn
that a disciple is someone who follows Christ and tries to
live like He lived. This retreat is all about helping students
understand what it means to be a disciple of Christ and live
like Him in everyday life.
We will also have games, snacks, open gym, a trip to
Cracker Barrel and Cabana (if it’s warm enough) and more.
Cost: $15.00 per student
You are welcome to invite friends! Look for information in the mail or at the church office.

The mission of All Nations is to make disciples
and train leaders to ignite church planting
movements among the neglected peoples of the
earth. All Nations offers a variety of training, for
all kinds of people:

 Those who are interested in going (whether
with All Nations or someone else)

 Those who want to send well
 Those who want to be disciple makers, no
matter location or vocation

 Those who want to plant churches
 Those who want to learn to tell Jesus Stories
with friends from other faith or anyone in
their sphere

 Those who want to engage refugees with the
Gospel, at home or abroad
The greatest story ever told is at our fingertips!
Every page of God’s word displays His love for
mankind. Jesus shared the good news of the
Kingdom of God by sharing simple stories with
people. He didn’t insist that people completely
understand the stories, nor did he explain the stories. He simply told stories and waited on the Holy Spirit to
enlighten the listeners and empower their hearts to change and grow. In this interactive workshop, you’ll learn
how to tell Jesus stories naturally, enthusiastically and with love.
The workshop will be led by Dr. Pam Arlund, Global Training and Research Leader with All Nations. The $25 cost
per person includes materials, lunch, and snacks. Scholarships are available for anyone from Brookdale Church.
Sign up at the Welcome Center or simply call the church office at (816) 279-0983.
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The family of Betty Jones want to send a huge thank to our Brookdale family for all the visits, cards, donations
and most all your prayers during Betty's illness and Celebration of Life. We love you all and your compassion
made our hearts smile. Thank you also goes out to Julie Schmitt for helping with our lunch following mom's
Service. Thank you Pastor Bryan for the beautiful service and your visits. We are blessed to be part of a
wonderful Church family. May you all feel the love that we have felt.
— Hugs from the Betty Jones Family
Dear Brookdale family — Thank you for all the love, support and prayers. You each mean so much to us and our
family. We are grateful our kids grew up at Brookdale and have the solid foundation provided at our church.
Adam loved the Lord and it started with you. Much love,
— Drexel, Linda, Sara, Amy, Rishi

The St. Joseph Pregnancy Resource Clinic posted this on their Facebook page recently:
Philippians 4:19 (ESV) “And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.”
We were surprised yesterday with a carload of baby care items, clothing and diapers from Brookdale Presbyterian
Church. MANY moms-to-be and precious babies will be blessed with these items which meet physical needs. How
amazing it is to know friends at Brookdale Presbyterian Church followed God's leading to share these items with
women attending the My Baby & Me classes at PRC!
Special thanks to Jill Blazer for coordinating this collection and for her son Will who was a great help in getting
everything to us.
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Meet Jalaladeen. Jalaladeen fled Afghanistan with his wife
and six children after working as a translator with the U.S.
military for ten years at the Bagram Air Base Hospital.
Jalaladeen is a trained medical doctor in Afghanistan.
However, after his graduation from medical school,
translation work for the U.S. military was the best paying
option to provide for his family in Afghanistan. Because of
his education and work-ethic, he was able to work his way
up to become a program manager within the Bagram
Military Hospital in healthcare management. Upon arrival
to the U.S., to his dismay, he discovered that his medical
degree and work experience in Afghanistan was not
transferable.
For months, local men in Colorado Springs had been
praying and planning to do something to reach out to
men like Jalaladeen. They launched a project, which is
based on Morning Star’s Institute for Leadership
Development, the day after Jalaladeen and his family
arrived in Colorado. Despite jet-lag and travel illness,
Jalaladeen showed up for the Saturday morning gathering
to learn principles of servant leadership that could help
him succeed in his new life. There he met other men from
the community who are helping to coach Afghans in a

worldview that
cannot only
help them
succeed in life
but bring the
true fulfillment
for which they
were created.
He made
immediate friendships in this strange new country from
Godly men committed to walking alongside him during
this often overwhelming transition.
Stories like Jalaladeen’s give us the resolve to keep
America’s promise to our brave wartime allies. Jalaladeen
put his life on the line to help U.S. forces, now he and his
family are at our doorstep hungry to listen and learn
principles that can bring true hope and transformation.
With your support, we will continue to stand by
translators like Jalaladeen and their families. We will
continue to help offer them Hope in our neighborhoods
and provide the tools they need to start a new life. Thank
you for standing with the Afghan people.

