The painting to
the left is a
moving portrait
of a man with
downcast eyes,
wilted posture,
encased in
darkness. The
landscape behind
him only reinforces the emotional
landscape within him. He is descending
into darkness, with only the barest light
still present. He is a man who is in the
throes of oppressive distress, who is being
crushed by his suffering, who is struggling
with questions but receiving no answers,
whose immediate future looks bleak and
he does not know if he can go on. On first
glance, it appears to capture the biblical
character of Job perfectly. However, the
painting is not actually a depiction of Job.
It is a depiction of Jesus. The painter is
Michael D. O’Brien and the title of the
work is “Christ in Gethsemane”.
The similarities reveal something
significant. One of the most moving
windows into the agony and the meaning
of the cross is the experience and struggles
of Job in the Old Testament. Job wrestles
with many of the most basic questions
about God and his ways in the world. What
do we do when God’s ways do not seem
good? What do we do when God’s ways do
not seem just? What do we do when God
seems to withdraw his presence from us?
What do we do when nothing makes sense
and we can’t seem to understand what
God is doing?

For Job, the questions are
posed in the raw experience
of suffering and pain, an
experience that many other
people down through the
ages have known firsthand
as well. In that sense,
the book of Job helps put words to our
own experiences of suffering. Job asks the
questions we ourselves ask. He struggles
with the same things we struggle with. He
goes through the same kind of faith-testing
experiences we go through. And as the
book of Job makes clear, there really are
not any easy answers to our questions.
Any attempt to provide simple answers
must be resisted. Otherwise, we just end
up sounding like Job’s friends, whose
outlook is too clear-cut, too theologically
simplistic, and therefore, in the end,
pastorally insensitive.
At the same time, the book takes on new
significance when we also read it as a
window into the experience of Christ on
the cross. When we do that – when we
read Job as a foreshadowing of Jesus
himself – then the cross begins to shed
new light on the questions themselves and
it gives us a new way of looking at our own
struggles. This certainly does not mean that
the cross provides pat or cliché answers.
But it does mean that we gain a much more
profound perspective on the journey of
faith, the struggles that it must pass
through, and the questions that arise from
it. And thus, our own experiences get
refocused through the lens of the cross.
(continued on page 2)
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The Church in Philadelphia

Revelation 3:7-13

The Church in Laodicea

Revelation 3:14-22

The Lord Gives and the Lord Takes Away

Job 1-2

Why Have You Done This to Me, God?

Job 3

This Lenten season, we will be looking at
the questions of Job, as a way to journey
toward the crucifixion of Christ and its
meaning for our lives. The first Sunday in
Lent we will look at the beginning of the
book and the horrible suffering with
which Job is afflicted. The last Sunday in
Lent (Palm Sunday) we will look at God’s
encounter with Job in the whirlwind.
During the four weeks in between, we
will look at a different question that Job
wrestles with in one of his speeches.
Each of the four questions grapple with
a basic struggle of faith in the face of
suffering: God’s goodness, God’s justice,
God’s presence, and God’s wisdom.
Regardless of where you are in your own
journey, I would encourage you to enter

this exploration
of Job and
journey with
us during the
season of Lent.
One of the best
ways to do that
is to be involved
in a Lent group
for these six weeks as we work through a
study on Job. The study itself is designed
for people at every stage of the journey.
So, make it a point this year to be in worship, be in a study, and be on this journey
of faith with others. And see if your faith
is not deepened along the way!

If you’ve lost a spouse, child, family member, or
friend, you’ve probably found there are not many
people who truly understand the deep hurt you feel.
This can be a difficult and challenging time when
you feel isolated and have many questions about
things you’ve never faced before.

GriefShare groups meet weekly to help you face
these challenges and move toward rebuilding your
life. The next 13-week GriefShare class will begin on
February 8th. The group will meet every Thursday
evening in Classroom A. If you can’t be at the first
session, or if you need to miss one later, no problem
— each lesson is “self-contained.” Each GriefShare
session has three distinct elements:
Video seminar with experts
Each week your GriefShare group will watch a
video seminar featuring top experts on grief and
recovery subjects. These videos are produced in an
interesting television magazine format featuring
expert interviews, real-life case studies, dramatic
reenactments, and on-location video.

Support group discussion with focus
After viewing the video, you and the other
group members will spend time as a support
group, discussing what was presented in that
week’s video seminar and what is going on in
your lives.
Personal study and reflection
During the week you will have the opportunity
to use your workbook for further personal
study of the grieving process and to help sort
out your emotions through journaling. Your
group will spend time discussing questions and
comments from the workbook study.
If you or someone you know is struggling with
the loss of a loved one, consider GriefShare!

Ushering at Brookdale Church is a ministry that you can be part
of! There are three basic qualifications for an excellent usher:
1) Love for Christ. Ushers serve because they feel called by
Christ to this special ministry and want to please him more
than anything else.
2) Love for people. Excellent ushers recognize that God
thinks that every human being is worthy of God’s
redeeming grace. Excellent ushers also recognize that the
most important thing that can ever happen in a person's
life is to come to know Jesus and grow in relationship with him. Therefore ushers have a passion for
serving people and seeing them come to faith and grow in the faith.
3) Reliability. Excellent ushers are present and punctual and observe the guidelines for their ministry.
4) Teachability. Excellent ushers want to do the best job they can. This means they are open to learning
new things to improve their ministry.
Would you like to be part of this vital ministry? Contact the church office at 279-0983 and let us know!

As you read this I hope it comes to you in your nice warm house, maybe with a nice warm
cup of joe or hot chocolate, whichever you prefer as I share with what is coming up this
next month in Student Ministry. I am freshly back from maternity leave and have so
enjoyed the time home with our new baby girl Meredith, but I sure have missed all of my
students and can’t wait for what is in store. This next month will bring the opportunity
for some of our middle school students to attend a conference in Kansas City the first
weekend of February. This youth conference will be a time of amazing worship, fun speakers, and a chance
for your students to be discipled in a real intentional way. I am really looking forward to the impact this will
have on their faith and their walk with Christ.
We will also have our annual super bowl party, which of course is a favorite with our students, because I
mean who doesn’t like to eat a lot of food and yell at a bunch of people on the TV who can’t hear you? I
know I do! This is also a great event for our students to bring friends and introduce them to our ministry.
Another big opportunity for our students this month is our confirmation class. This is open to any student
who is in 8th grade or older and has obviously not already gone through the class. The confirmation class will
learn more about what makes Brookdale special, how to live a life that’s honoring to Christ and what it
means to become a member of this church body. If you have any questions please contact me and I can
share with you more info. We have a lot going on this up coming month . . . its great to be back!!!!

What would it be like to see kids praying as one,
praying silently, looking in God’s word and using the
creativity that is inside each one? Sunday, February
11th, we will have a time of prayer for the children to
not only pray, but look at how much God loves
them. During children’s church, children in grades
1-5 will go to different prayer stations led by adults
who are passionate about prayer. This will be a
wonderful opportunity for the children to connect
with God. I’m so excited and hope you will be sure to have your children come and be a part of this special day.

Pastor Bryan Gregory will lead the next “Inquirers’ Class” beginning
on Sunday, February 11th. This three-week class will meet during
the Sunday School hour, in the church library. During the first class,
participants get to know one another and learn the story (history)
of Brookdale Church and our denomination. The second week will
focus on the Vision — what it is and how it is expressed. The third
and final week will be about church membership.
While the Inquirers’ class is your pathway to church membership, it
is open to ANYONE (members and non-members) who just want to learn more about Brookdale Church. If
you are interested, sign up at the Welcome Center or call the church office at 279-0983.

Many Christians “give something up” for Lent, but it usually has very little of impact on their life and walk
with Christ. The reason is that we usually give stuff up for all the wrong reasons.
With that said, I want to offer up 20 things you might consider giving up this Lent. And these are things to
give up not just for Lent, but for the rest of your life.
• Guilt – I am loved by Jesus and he has forgiven my sins. Today is a new day and the past is behind.
• Fear – God is on my side. In him I am more than a conqueror. (see Romans 8)
• The need to please everyone – I can’t please everyone anyways. There is only one I need to strive to

please.
• Envy – I am blessed. My value is not found in my possessions, but in my relationship with my Heavenly

Father.
• Impatience – God’s timing is the perfect timing.
• Sense of entitlement – The world does not owe me anything. God does not owe me anything. I live in

humility and grace.
• Bitterness and Resentment – The only person I am hurting by holding on to these is myself.
• Blame – I am not going to pass the buck. I will take responsibility for my actions.
• Gossip and Negativity – I will put the best construction on everything when it comes to other people. I

will also minimize my contact with people who are negative and toxic bringing other people down.
• Comparison – I have my own unique contribution to make and there is no one else like me.
• Fear of failure – You don’t succeed without experiencing failure. Just make sure you fail forward.
• A spirit of poverty – Believe with God that there is always more than enough and never a lack
• Feelings of unworthiness – You are fearfully and wonderfully made by your creator. (Psalm 139)
• Doubt – Believe God has a plan for you that is beyond anything

you could imagine. The future is brighter than you could ever
realize.
• Self-pity – God comforts us in our sorrow so that we can

comfort others with the comfort we ourselves have received
from God.
• Retirement – As long as you are still breathing, you are here for

a reason. You have a purpose to influence others for Christ. That
does not come to an end until the day we die.
• Excuses – A wise man once said, if you need an excuse, any

excuse will do.
• Lack of counsel – Wise decisions are rarely made in a vacuum.
• Pride – Blessed are the humble.
• Worry – God is in control and worrying will not help.

God has so much more in store for you. But so many of these things
above are holding you back from walking in the full destiny he has
laid out for you. Today is a new day.

MARK YOUR
CALENDAR!

The next mission trip to
Hope for Tomorrow
Children’s Home in
Guatemala has been
scheduled for
June 1-8, 2018.
Watch for details
coming soon and start
making plans to join us!
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Ella Bryant
Brent Peterson, Carson Peterson
Brenda Hewins, Don Weston
Lisa Wyckoff
Katie Lillie
John Bachman, Nichole Kammerer
Bobby Larimore
Brett Eagleburger
Sue Bolander
Gary Jahne, Adam Thomas, Janna Trulsson
Tori Hudgens
T.J. Larson, Collin Lemon

19 - Janey Holloway
20 - Janeen Burnham
22 - Earl Hadle, Debby Hanlan, Kaitlyn Swank
25 - Will Austin, Ann Swank
26 - Kathy King
28 - Ed Brown, Laura Weckerlin
29 - Sandy Zweerink
March
1 - Deborah Birr
2 - Mike O’Donnell
5 - Kamille Paden

David and Zoe Bryant, children of Dan and Sol
Bryant, were baptized on Sunday, January 14th.
Congratulations to both of them!

Cy Bowman, grandson of Bob and Donna Eaton,
recently completed his Eagle Scout project. He
designed, constructed, and installed a “Little
Free Library” at the Student Ministry Center.
Stop by and check it out sometime!

SAVE THE DATE!

MARCH 24, 2018
4th-6th GRADE
DAY RETREAT
Details coming soon!

9:30 Women’s Bible st.

1:00 Senior Adult Min.
6:00 Finance Committee

19

9:30 Women’s Bible st.

6:30 High School youth

18

8:30 & 11:00 Worship
9:45 Christian Ed Classes

6:30 Confirmation Class

9:30 Women’s Bible st.

8:30 & 11:00 Worship
9:45 Christian Ed Classes

6:30 High School youth

26

25

6:30 Confirmation Class

9:30 Women’s Bible st.

8:30 & 11:00 Worship
9:45 Christian Ed Classes

6:30 High School youth

12

11

5:00 Student Ministry
Super Bowl party

5

8:30 & 11:00 Worship
9:45 Christian Ed Classes

Mon

4

Sun

5:30 Zumba

27

6:30 Session

5:30 Zumba

20

6:00 Trustees
5:30 Zumba

1:00 Kids Zone Team mtg

13

6:30 Deacons

5:30 Zumba

6

Tue

9:30 Women’s Bible st.
12:00 Daytimers
2:00 Women’s Bible st.
5:30 Zumba
7:00 M.S. Youth group

28

6:30 Haven House
9:30 Women’s Bible st.
2:00 Women’s Bible st.
5:30 Zumba
7:00 M.S. Youth group

21

9:30 Women’s Bible st.
12:00 Daytimers
2:00 Women’s Bible st.
3:30 Kids Zone
5:30 Zumba
7:00 Ash Wednesday service
7:00 M.S. Youth group

14

6:30 Men’s Min. Team
9:30 Women’s Bible st.
2:00 Women’s Bible st.
5:30 Zumba
7:00 M.S. Youth group

7

Wed
6:00 Men’s breakfast

6:00 Men’s breakfast

6:30 Prayer Service

9:00 Senior adults visit
Cronkite Memorial
9:30 Women’s Bible study
5:30 Strength training
6:30 GriefShare

22

5:30 Strength training
6:30 GriefShare

11:00 Food Kitchen

6:00 Men’s breakfast

23

6:00 Men’s breakfast

16

2:00 Book Club

5:30 Strength training
6:30 GriefShare

15 6:00 Men’s breakfast

6:00 Men’s breakfast

Spiritual Formation
Team retreat

10:00 Zumba

24

10:00 Zumba

17

10:00 Zumba

10

10:00 Zumba

9

3

6:00 Men’s breakfast

Sat

2

Fri

9:30 Women’s Bible study

8 6:00 Men’s breakfast

5:30 Strength training
6:30 Spiritual Formation Tm.

9:30 Women’s Bible study

1

Thu

Learn to tell stories like Jesus did in our Storytelling Workshop! The greatest story ever told is at our fingertips!
Every page of God’s word displays His love for mankind.
So, how can we get his life-sustaining love off of the
pages and into someone else’s heart? Through stories –
just like Jesus did! Jesus shared the good news of the
kingdom of God by sharing simple stories with people.
He didn’t insist that
people completely
understand the
stories, nor did He explain the stories. He simply told stories
 The power of telling stories
and waited on the Holy Spirit to enlighten the listeners and
rather than debating
empower their hearts to change and grow. In this interactive
 Which stories to tell when
storytelling workshop, You’ll learn how to tell Jesus stories
naturally, enthusiastically, and with love.
 Ways to make stories easy,
Facilitators from All Nations will be on hand to lead this
workshop on March 24th. Details will be coming soon (time,
cost, etc.), but put this on your calendar now and watch your
Sunday worship bulletins and emails for more information.

interesting, and lively



Ways to bring Jesus into
conversation naturally

