“I like Jesus, but not the church.” Such
are the words of more than a few people
today. In some respects, it is not hard to
understand why some people would say
this, particularly if they have been hurt by
an experience in a church or have been
burned in some way. In fact, one would
not have to talk to many people to find
someone who has become deeply
disappointed or disillusioned with the
church. Sometimes it is because they have
experienced hypocrisy by those who call
themselves Christians and they want
nothing to do with it. Sometimes it is
because they end up in a conflict with
someone in the church and so they just
decide to walk away. Sometimes it is
because someone in leadership, especially
if it is a pastor, has let them down and
they end up becoming bitter or cynical.
Sometimes it is because they are struggling
and instead of finding a community that
will extend grace and help them along,
they encounter an uncaring and
judgmental attitude that makes them
feel even more crushed. Or it could be
one of a hundred other reasons. But more
and more people are walking away from
churches and in one way or another saying,
“I’m done with the church. Yes, I like Jesus,
but not the church.”
On a personal note, I can very much
understand that. Over the course of my
life, I too have been hurt deeply by the
church, one church in particular. And so I
am very empathetic with those who feel
like they don’t want to stay in this thing
called the church. But along the way I have
also come to believe something else too.

The church is messy, yes.
The church can be full of
problems, yes. The church
is imperfect, yes. Very
imperfect. But here’s the
thing: to use the language
of Revelation, Christ is
among the lampstands. In the first chapters
of Revelation, the churches are symbolized
with lampstands and the place where you
find Jesus is there among the lampstands.
And here’s the really remarkable thing,
the churches even back then were messy
and full of problems and imperfect. Very
imperfect.
When John writes to the seven churches,
those seven churches are all across the
spectrum (just like today). The first and last
churches (Ephesus and Laodicea) are in
danger of actually losing their identity as
Christian congregations. The second and
second-to-last churches (Smyrna and
Philadelphia) are on the other end of the
spectrum; they are solid, faithful, godly
congregations. And the middle three
churches (Pergamum, Thyatira, and Sardis)
are a mixed lot, with some people who have
remained faithful and others who haven’t.
And yet, as messy and full of problems (to
varying degrees) and imperfect as these
churches are, Christ is there among them.
Christ is among the lampstands. Of course,
he is there to challenge them, but he is
there among them. And in fact, that is what
we see throughout the New Testament,
especially in the many letters that were
written to churches. Churches are messy
and full of problems and very imperfect and
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The Church in Smyrna

Revelation 2:8-11

The Church in Pergamum

Revelation 2:12-17

The Church in Thyatira

Revelation 2:18-29

The Church in Sardis

Revelation 3:1-6

yet, they are also the bride of Christ,
the Temple of the Holy Spirit, and the
household of God. And the presumption
throughout the New Testament is that if
you want to grow in your intimacy with
God, that can only happen in a community
of people who are pursuing God together.
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And so perhaps what we need is a better
(more realistic) understanding of the
church. During World War II, Dietrich
Bonhoeffer was trying to sustain a
Christian community during the stress of
life under Nazi rule. And in the process,
he wrote a short little book called “Life
Together.” And in it he says, “Those who
love their dream of a Christian community
more than the Christian community itself
become destroyers of that Christian
community even though their personal
intentions may be ever so honest, earnest,
and sacrificial.” In other words, often times
we have an idealized dream of what we
think the church should be and then we
become angry, frustrated, and disillusioned
when the church doesn’t live up to our
dream. And when that happens, then
ironically we become one of those harsh
and judgmental people that have so turned

us off to the church. But instead, what we
need to do, as Bonhoeffer goes on to say,
is see the church as it really is – a group of
struggling sinners saved by grace – and
then love the church as it really is, for the
simple reason that that is what God does
in the gospel. And when that begins to
happen – when we stay in the church
and love it despite all its messiness and
problems and imperfections – then we
begin to experience Christ in a new way,
for that is where Christ is and that is
what Christ does. Christ is among the
lampstands.
To that end, we are going to be spending
the seven weeks between Christmas and
the beginning of Lent looking at the letters
to the seven churches in the book of
Revelation. My prayer is that we will come
to a deeper appreciation of what it means
to be a church, a deeper sense of what God
is calling us to become as a church, and a
deeper understanding of the gospel that is
good but challenging news for those who
are messy and imperfect. And ultimately,
we will gain a new sense of how God is
walking among his lampstand here at
Brookdale.

Human Christmas tree and cotton ball Santas! Just some good ol’ Christmas fun at
the middle school Christmas party.
Special thanks to Jon Bertschinger for smoking a turkey for us to devour!

What a wonderful sound of worship was heard
from our children’s Christmas musical. The children
worked for several weeks learning songs and
practicing their lines. The sound of their voices
giving glory to God was just a true joy. I am grateful
for all of the children, parents, grandparents and volunteers who
helped make the musical such a success. I think it is so good to give
children the opportunity to
participate in worship. If you
missed it, you can go to the
church’s website and check it out. Also, I need to thank
Kaitlyn Swank for being a super assistant director, Josh Peek
for running sound each week, and Dennis Peek for all the mic
set up and sound. We had the best crew!

In addition to keeping the lights (and heat!) on and
funding our own church’s ministries, a portion of your
gifts and tithes to Brookdale Church is used to provide
support for these outreach projects and organizations.
Thank you all for your continued commitment to God’s
work at Brookdale!

Salvation Army

LOCAL AND REGIONAL OUTREACH

The Salvation Army’s doctrine follows the mainstream
of Christian belief and its articles of faith emphasize
God’s saving purposes. Its objects are ‘the advancement of … education, the relief of poverty, and
other charitable objects beneficial to society or the
community of mankind as a whole.”

Hillcrest Transitional Housing

New Frontiers Group

Hillcrest provides a Christian environment that helps
homeless families move from homelessness to selfsufficiency. As the sponsor of a Hillcrest apartment,
Brookdale Church has a unique opportunity to partner
with the families on a more personal level.

“Bringing real and lasting change to our world by
pointing people to Jesus.” They help inner city kids
deal with the challenges of life.

Faith in Action
Faith in Action is a group of Christian congregations
working together to share the love of Jesus Christ by
meeting the unmet needs of all persons in our
community through church volunteers.

Operation H.O.P.E.
Promoting education and sharing the love of Jesus
through early childhood reading programs, serving
lower income families.
Deaf Youth Camp
Providing opportunities for deaf students to attend a
Christian camp where they will learn about Jesus.

Open Door Food Kitchen

Lives Under Construction Boys Ranch

The Food Kitchen is committed to building a better
community by feeding all that come to the Open Door
Food Kitchen. Brookdale volunteers prepare and serve
lunch on the 3rd Thursday of each month.

LUC Boys Ranch is a residential treatment home for
at-risk boys between the ages of 7 and 21. Accomplishments at the Ranch are based on two basic principles:
God can change lives in miraculous ways, and good
work habits are important for building character,
self-esteem and self-discipline.

Haven House
St. Joseph's Haven provides housing for homeless men,
along with the support they need to overcome and
manage their mental health and the disabilities.
Brookdale Church's men provide breakfast and Bible
study on the third Wednesday of every month.

INTERNATIONAL / GLOBAL OUTREACH
Frontier Fellowship

InterServ is a faith-based, nonprofit, human service
organization countering the effects of poverty on
children, youth, the elderly and families in St. Joseph
and neighboring communities.

Frontier Fellowship is committed to its call to mobilize
the Church—inviting, educating, inspiring, gathering
and equipping followers of Jesus to embrace the
unique and important role God has given each of us
to make His name known among every nation, tribe,
people and language.

Fellowship of Christian Athletes

Morning Star Development

Since 1954, FCA has been challenging coaches and
athletes on the professional, college, high school, junior
high and youth levels to use the powerful medium of
athletics to impact the world for Jesus Christ.

Morning Star Development brings hope and
opportunity to the people of Afghanistan, using
sustainable economic and community development
initiatives designed to empower individuals and
transform communities. They are committed to helping
the people of Afghanistan rebuild their country and
their lives by offering practical hope and resources.

InterServ of St. Joseph

Young Life
Young Life is a non-denominational Christian ministry
whose goal is to introduce adolescents to Jesus Christ
and help them grow in their faith.
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Renee Beggs, Faith Beier
Gracie Thomas
Sharon Patton
Paige (Lemon) Funk
Missie Mulvaney
Deborah Brown, David Bryant
Dennie Fetter, Matt Parker
Brent Matthews, Lynden Matthews,
Jennie Schwabe, Katie Schwabe, Gayle Sollars,
Kelly Wyble
Merrill Schaeffer
Kim Blazer
Kelly Taylor
Dan Bryant
Otis Burnham

24 - Kevin Poggemiller, Linda Taylor,
Lauren Halvorsen
27 - George Hinde, Jonathan Quick
28 - Paul Rohde
29 - Richard Dean, Debbie Kammerer,
Brad Morrow, Jim Thompson
30 - Pati Jones, Phillip Walley
31 - Fran Sharpe, Dick Stanton
February
1 - Ella Bryant
3 - Brent Peterson, Carson Peterson
5 - Brenda Hewins, Don Weston
6 - Lisa Wyckoff

To the Staff and Congregation of
Brookdale Church:
The family of Albert Smith would
like to humbly thank those who
have taken the time to help us
through this difficult period. From
the heartfelt visit with Pastor Bryan
Gregory to the flowers sent for Al’s
funeral, we appreciate your love and
concern for all of us. The meals you
provided were very welcome; we
are always amazed at how comforting and delicious a home cooked
meal can be. Having been a member of Brookdale Church for over 50
years, we are not surprised by everyone’s tenderness but we wanted to
be sure to acknowledge our deepest
gratitude.

Ava Elizabeth Schweder, daughter of Tessa and Andrew
Schweder, was baptized on December 31, 2017

Sincerely,
Wanda Jo Smith, Pamela Smith,
Tracy Smith, and Penny Fields

Students from Mark Twain Elementary School
entertained our senior adults at their annual
Christmas party on December 7th.

NEW YEAR’S DAY

1:00 Senior Adult Min.
6:00 Finance Committee

15

6:30 High School youth

14

9:30 Women’s Bible st.

8:30 & 11:00 Worship
9:45 Christian Ed Classes

6:30 High School youth

12:15 Annual Celebration
and lunch

29

28

6:30 High School youth

OFFICE CLOSED

9:30 Women’s Bible st.

3:00 Faith in Action
Annual Meeting

22

8:30 & 11:00 Worship
9:45 Christian Ed Classes

Church Office Closed

21

6:30 High School youth

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR
DAY

9:30 Women’s Bible st.

8:30 & 11:00 Worship
9:45 Christian Ed Classes

8

8:30 & 11:00 Worship
9:45 Christian Ed Classes

Church Office Closed

1

Mon

7

Sun

5:30 Zumba

30

5:30 Zumba

23

5:30 Zumba
6:30 Session

16

5:30 Zumba

1:00 Kids Zone Team mtg

9

5:30 Zumba
6:30 Deacons

2

Tue

9:30 Women’s Bible st.
2:00 Women’s Bible st.
5:30 Zumba
7:00 M.S. Youth group

31

9:30 Women’s Bible st.
12:00 Daytimers
2:00 Women’s Bible st.
5:30 Zumba
7:00 Women’s Bible st.
7:00 M.S. Youth group

24

6:30 Haven House
9:30 Women’s Bible st.
2:00 Women’s Bible st.
5:30 Zumba
7:00 Worship Team
7:00 M.S. Youth group

17

12:00 Daytimers
2:00 Women’s Bible st.
3:30 Kids Zone
5:30 Zumba
6:30 Prayer Service
7:00 M.S. Youth group

10 9:30 Women’s Bible st.

6:30 Men’s Min. Team
9:30 Women’s Bible st.
2:00 Women’s Bible st.
5:30 Zumba
7:00 M.S. Youth group

3

Wed
6:00 Men’s breakfast

6:00 Men’s breakfast

5:30 Strength training
6:30 Prayer Service

9:30 Women’s Bible study

25

5:30 Strength training

11:00 Food Kitchen

18 6:00 Men’s breakfast

5:30 Strength training
6:00 Trustees

9:30 Women’s Bible study

11 6:00 Men’s breakfast

5:30 Strength training

9:30 Women’s Bible study

4

Thu

6:00 Men’s breakfast

26

7:00 R.E.D.I. Night

12:00 Book Club

6:00 Men’s breakfast

19

6:00 Men’s breakfast

12

6:00 Men’s breakfast

5

Fri

10:00 Zumba

27

10:00 Zumba

20

10:00 Zumba

13

10:00 Zumba

6

Sat

Hope for Tomorrow Children's Home
Brookdale has partnered with H4T in Guatemala to
provide a stable environment and a spiritual climate
that encourages each child to realize God's call and
ensure opportunities to increase their spiritual growth.
Go to Nations
Go To Nations is a global outreach, focusing on
ministry to at-risk children and youth, community
transformation, mobilizing nationals to serve as coworkers, and leadership development. Joel and Heidi
are serving the people of Burkina Faso, Africa, with
an emphasis on children’s ministry and leadership
development
Samaritan's Purse
Samaritan's Purse is a non-profit Christian relief
organization. A project of Samaritan's Purse is
Operation Christmas Child, which brings joy and hope
to children in desperate situations around the world
through gift-filled shoe boxes and the Good News of
God's love.

Prayers were offered as a team from Brookdale prepares
for a trip to Guatemala to work with Bethel Ministries.

Bethel Ministries International
Bethel Ministries serves as an umbrella ministry to
various outreaches, including food distribution,
wheelchair distribution, and home construction.
Wycliffe Bible Translators
The Wycliffe staff works primarily with languages that
do not use the English alphabet, such as Hebrew or
Ethiopian. The fonts and other software they help
produce are used in Bible translation and in printing
the Bible.

