Advent is a time of expectant longing and
patient waiting. In the early church, it was
primarily a time focused on the second coming
of Jesus – of waiting for his return at the end of
history to set all things right and to renew the
world. However, gradually over time, it also
became a time of preparing for Christmas as
well. And so, like a strip of paper bent around
into a ring, with the two ends overlapping each
other, Advent now is an overlapping time of the
year, with a double-meaning. As the time of
preparation and looking forward to the birth of
Christ, it is the beginning of the Christian year.
And at the same time, as a time of preparation
and looking forward to the return of Christ, it is
also the end of the Christian year. But the common theme in both is the expectant longing
and patient waiting for the arrival of the
Messiah.
For the season of Advent this year, we will be
looking at the prophet Micah. Initially, that
might not seem like the most obvious place to
explore the themes of Advent. However, as a
prophet Micah lived during a time when there
was a desperate longing for the Messiah to
come. And that is because society was a mess.
Judges and court officials were thoroughly
corrupt, taking bribes and perverting justice.
In fact, Micah calls them cannibals who would
take money under the table from the rich and
destroy the poor like someone eating their
flesh and using their leftover bones to make
soup. Gruesome stuff. He describes how
prophets were being bought off by rich
benefactors to get them to pronounce oracles
that would be to their advantage. He talks
about how the very fabric of society was
beginning to break down as people constantly
looked for ways to exploit each other and no
one could be trusted any longer.
And so prophets like Micah and Isaiah (they
were contemporaries, both living in the
southern kingdom at the same time) began
pronouncing judgment on all these evils,

insisting that they could not
go on offending God’s justice
forever. Micah even reminds
them, in what is probably his
most famous verse, “What
does the Lord require of you?
To act justly and to love mercy
and to walk humbly with your
God.” But since the people were doing none of
those things, God’s judgment was being stored
up against them and eventually the dam would
break and God would bring ruin upon the city of
Jerusalem and its people.
However, just as Isaiah does, Micah also includes
a series of oracles of hope in the midst of his
oracles of judgment. In Micah’s case, there are
four and each of them gives a picture of a day
when the Messiah would come and set things
right. According to Micah, this Messiah would
come out of Bethlehem, emancipate those who
are still faithful to the Lord, cast all their iniquities into the depths of the sea, and establish a
new kingdom-era of peace, justice, and righteousness. Interestingly enough, these four
Messianic oracles thematically correspond to
the four themes of Advent – hope, peace, joy,
and love.
So, this Advent season we are going to spend it
with Micah. We will feel his pain and dismay as
he looks at a deeply broken world. But we will
also learn from him what it means to long
expectantly and wait patiently for the advent of
the Messiah. And with him, we will catch a vision
of the beauty of the gospel that has come at
Christmas to our broken world and will come
again in fullness when Jesus returns one day.
In Hebrew, Micah’s name means “who is like
God?”, which ends up being the climactic
question of the book in the last chapter. May
that end up being our question as well. As we
journey through Advent with our friend of old,
may we end up being filled with wonder at the
gift of Christ in the incarnation. And may we be
moved to ask, “Indeed, who is like our God?”

A Ruler from Bethlehem

Micah 5:1-6

Swords into Plowshares

Micah 4:1-5

A King Will Pass Through (8:30 a.m. service)
(Children’s Christmas musical at 11:00)

Micah 2:12-13

A Marching God (10:00 a.m. service)
A Savior is Born! (7:00 p.m. candlelight service)

Micah 7:8-20
Luke 2:1-20

TBA
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Sunday November 19th
we had our umpteenth
annual Turkey Scavenger
Hunt!!!
We had 35 kids charge
the city of St. Joseph in search for the
ever elusive frozen turkey and all the
thanksgiving fixins. An hour and a half
later they made their way back to the
SMC with enough goods to feed over
twenty-two families this year!
Great job kids and drivers!!! And a
special thanks to those who donated
items and help make this event a great
success every year. It says in the Bible that we are to take care of those who need help and I am
blessed with so many students and volunteers who answer that call and show the light of Christ to
our dear city.

Brookdale’s senior adult leadership
team (S.A.L.T.) hosted a FREE
soup, rolls, and dessert lunch on
November 9th to honor all veterans.
We had twenty-three guests with
wartime experience dating back to
WWII.
Keith Mowery, Gary Jahne’s cousin,
was our special guest speaker.
He shared his experiences in the
Vietnam war. Cathy Jo Costa
showed us her Rolling Thunder
jacket and shared her experiences at Rolling Thunder in Washington, DC in 1998. Everyone enjoyed
the talks.
Our next senior luncheon is the Christmas party on December 7th. We will have a lunch catered
by Spanky & Buckwheat’s, and entertainment will be provided by the Mark Twain School music
Department. All seniors are invited!

Be sure to come to the
“Camel Lot” on Sunday,
December 17th at our
11:00am service. For the
past two months the
children have been working on their lines,
learning songs and preparing for a great
Christmas musical to share with their
families and YOU.
This play tells the story of a girl named
Beth who has been practicing for her
church Christmas play. She asks her father
if he is going to be able to come see her in
the play. The dad is busy working in his car
lot and is trying to figure out how he can make it to see the show, but he isn’t so sure he can make
it there. Beth sweetly tells her father “no problem, Dad” and falls asleep and has a crazy dream that
merges her Christmas play and going back in time to the birth of Jesus. You won’t want to miss the
fun characters, Christmas songs both familiar and new and the heart and truth of the Gospel. Hope
to see you there!

This year’s Trunk or Treat brought something that we’ve never had before at one of our events…
SNOW! To say it was a chilly afternoon of fun is an understatement. I want to thank each and every
one who came with a trunk (decorated or not decorated), grilled hotdogs, popped popcorn,
brought candy, came with their children or helped in any way. Our group was a bit smaller than in
years past and we only served around 200 hotdogs, but it was a fun time, and one we will remember for a few years to come.
When I get asked why we do Trunk or Treat I think of the fun it is, the good fellowship, but the
main reason we do it is because God placed us on the corner of 31st and Edmond, and we have a
whole neighborhood right around us. We have the opportunity to participate with our neighbors
and provide a good safe place for children to come. We meet families and they know we are on
that corner every year. I don’t know that they will ever come through our doors, but maybe one
day they will have questions or want to know more about Jesus and know they can come visit us,
because we care about them and their children. I look forward to more years of Trunk or Treat, but
sure hope it’s sunny and 65 degrees next year!

We received greetings from two of Brookdale’s former
pastors shortly after we celebrated our 100th birthday the
end of October. Here is what Paul Gaug and Doug Burford
had to say about our 100 years . . .
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Dear Brookdale Church,
As Ed’s brother and Susan’s brother-in-law, I want to thank any and all of you who provided care, a delicious lunch, and condolences to all the Mason family and close friends. The meal time provided a time of
rest and memory sharing. Words cannot express the gratitude we have for all of you. It was and is so
appreciated. With thankfulness, Larry Mason and my wife, Sally

November 11th was the first official adventure of the Brookdale
Hiking Group! They met at the
church that morning and traveled
to the Klinefelter Farm trails near
Highland, Kansas. They hiked
and explored the area for a few
hours, then stopped at a café for
lunch on the way home.
The weather was a little chilly,
but the group had a great time.
Be watching for the next opportunity after the winter months
have passed!
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