At the end of this month, our church will
celebrate our one-hundred-year birthday.
The origins of Brookdale date back to the
summer of 1899 when a group from Iowa
came down to start a new ministry in St.
Joseph, with an initial small nucleus of
people being formed the following year (that
is why we had a centenary celebration in
2000 – in recognition of this date). Within a
couple years, the church had grown to a
point that it was able to build a church
building and parsonage on the corner of 12th
Street and Felix. Over the next several years,
the church steadily grew, had several
different pastors, and moved to the corner
of 29th Street and Sylvanie, before being
constituted in its present form as the church
we know today in October 1917 (our current
building at 31st and Edmond dates to 1922).
Thus, this year we have the great joy of
celebrating our one hundredth anniversary
as the church we know today.
As it turns out, the end of the month is also
the 500th anniversary of the Protestant
Reformation as well. It was half a millennium
ago that a young monk named Martin Luther
was wracked with doubts about his standing
before God. As he wrestled with his own
doubts, he also grew increasingly concerned
about a number of issues within the church.
Thus, in order to start a discussion, he posted
95 theses in Wittenberg, Germany on
October 31, 1517. Though seemingly benign
at the time, it became the trigger point for
what become the Protestant Reformation.
And that too is as much a defining part of our
story as the last hundred years have been.
As we enter into this time of remembrance
and celebration, it is worth asking why we
bother with the past. Why not just move

forward? Why take the time
to study history, to remember what has happened in
years past, to take note of
how we arrived where we
are? Well, I think there are
at least four answers.
First, knowing our history reminds us that
human beings are fallible but God is faithful.
Over and over again, over two thousand
years of church history, we see how prone
the church is to make mistakes, to slip into
error, or to become corrupt. And we see
over and over again the weaknesses,
foolishness, and failures of men and
women. And yet, if we step back and we
look at the slow but steady course of the
larger story, we also begin to see something
else emerge – the faithfulness of God. We
see that God is sovereignly working out his
purposes, steadily but often mysteriously
through the events and people of history.
And that gives us reassurance in our own
day because it reminds us that though we
are weak and sometimes foolish, though we
sometimes make mistakes and fail, though
all churches may have seasons of struggle,
God is always faithful. And he always
remains faithful.
Second, knowing our history reminds us
that God does extraordinary things through
un-extraordinary people. As just one
example, Martin Luther was full of flaws.
And if one were to have lived in Europe in
1516 and been asked, “Through whom will
God bring about a massive reformation
project that will affect the entire world?”
there is very little chance that Luther would
have been the obvious choice. But God did
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something remarkable through him by helping
the church recover the doctrine of justification
by grace alone through faith alone. And that too
gives us encouragement in our day. We may feel
as though we are rather ordinary, but history
reminds us, again and again, that God is big
enough to do extraordinary things through very
un-extraordinary people.
Third, knowing our history reminds us that God, in
his sovereign wisdom, has a purpose for putting
his people in a particular place during a particular
time in history. In the Old Testament, Mordecai
reminded Esther that she had been placed in the
royal court for “such a time as this.” And that is
true throughout history. No doubt, Augustine was
placed in Hippo for “such a time as this.” Martin
Luther was placed in Europe for “such
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this.” And that should challenge us to seek to
understand what that is and then respond to that
calling.
And, fourth, knowing our history reminds us that
though God works through us, it is never about us.
In the seventeenth century, the hymn writer
Charles Wesley once said, “God buries his workmen but carries on with his work.” And as we
reflect back on the two-thousand-year history of
the church, as we reflect on the last hundred years
of our own church, we see again and again that
God has graciously employed his people in his
work and has often done many remarkable things
through them. But generation gives way to
generation. And yet, God carries on with his work.
God’s work goes on. And that should make us
thankful for our history as a church – for we have
many examples of God working in remarkable
ways through those who have gone before us
here at Brookdale – but it should also make us
hopeful and excited for the future. Because as we
move into the next hundred years, God will continue to carry on with his work. And even as we
ourselves pass from the scene, God’s work will
continue to go on. To him be the glory forever.

This year marks the 100th birthday
of the church we know as
“Brookdale.” We hope you’ll invite
family and friends to celebrate
with us on October 29th. We’ll
begin the morning with a special
combined worship at 10:00 a.m.,
followed by lunch and a fun
program at the Student Ministry
Center. I hope you’ll invite your
friends and family to join us for this
special celebration!
Just to give you a VERY brief
summary of the past 100 years,
here are a few facts that I hope
you’ll find interesting:
How and when was Brookdale
Church established: Like many other churches,
Brookdale had its beginning (in 2000) as a
“Sabbath school” which was maintained as a
mission of the First Cumberland Presbyterian
Church. The congregation experienced many
changes over the next several years, and eventually the church as we know it today was
organized in October 1917 as Brookdale United
Presbyterian Church, establishing its home at
2915 Sylvanie (now a private residence). Land
for our current location was purchased in 1922,
the cornerstone was laid on September 10 and
the new building was dedicated on April 15,
1923.
What additions or changes have been made to
our building over the years? In May of 1958, the
new, “modern” two-story education wing
(currently the offices and library downstairs
and classroom A, prayer chapel, and choir room
upstairs) was completed and dedicated. The
elevator was installed in the late 60s. In October
1986 the new sanctuary was dedicated, the old
sanctuary was turned into Fellowship Hall, and
the old Fellowship Hall (basement) served as
the youth center until 2000, when the new
Student Ministry Center was built and
dedicated.

How long has Brookdale been involved in
missions? Brookdale has supported outreach in
one form or another since its beginning. The
earliest record of a full time missionary from
Brookdale was Miss Louise Dwight who, according to the St. Joseph Observer November 1, 1919,
left to serve in Egypt. However, as far as we
know, it wasn’t until the 1980’s that an official
missions committee was formed. During this
time there was a notable shift in the attitude
toward mission from a primariy budget oriented
endeavor to a more active one. Over the years
Brookdale has been involved with many mission
organizations, has sponsored numerous shortterm mission trips, and has supported Brookdale
members as long term missionaries in places
around the world, most recently in Afghanistan.
Records show there are two organizations that
Brookdale has supported for more than 35 years
— Young Life and InterServ. In addition, several
Brookdale “kids” have gone into full-time ministry or mission work.
Who has been a member of Brookdale Church
the longest? That title goes to Trudy Seever,
who has been a member of Brookdale since
January 1934.

What’s new at Kids Zone this year??
Quite a bit actually. This year we will be
meeting on the 2nd Wednesday of each
month during the school year from 3:30pm-5:00pm. Our
theme this year also ties in with our 4th-6th grade retreat “Be Bold” as we study the life
of Daniel.
I’m excited for the leaders to discuss
the ways that Daniel desired to be
faithful to God first in all his
decisions. We will look at Daniel’s life and see how he turned to God in all
circumstances with faith and boldness. We will talk about the ways we can be
bold as we serve God in our own lives. As always, we will have games, free time
and of course the best cookies ever! If you are interested in learning more about
Kids Zone please feel free to contact me.

I can’t believe it’s that time again
but October 31st (4:30pm6:00pm) is just around the corner
and we will be having our annual
Trunk or Treat outreach.
On average we see about 350-400
people attend our event and we
couldn’t do this without your help.
We need folks willing to cook and
serve hotdogs, face paint, decorate trunks and bring candy to the
church.
I would love to have a VBS themed
trunk for our 2018 VBS session
“Shipwrecked” — if anyone
wants to help promote that let me know. We have had some pretty awesome trunks in the past and I
look forward to seeing what will happen this year. Sign-ups and candy baskets will be available in the
welcome center.

We have two great youth events coming up this
month.
On Sunday October 1st our
High School students will
be going to the last Royals
game of the season..I know
we wont be in the playoffs
but it should still be lots of
fun and some really yummy food. We will leave
after church and return home with the "W" of
course. There will be no regular High School
Youth Group that night.
Our Middle School students will have the every
popular late night on Friday October 20th at 5pm
-Saturday October 21st at 1am. We will be going

down to PowerPlay in North
Kansas City for their Youth
Night and Costume Contest
that is specially for youth
groups. The kids will have 3
hours of unlimited games and play as well an
all you can eat buffet for only $20. Space is
limited so if you are a parent of a middle
school student or know of one that would like
to come to this event let me know so that I
can sign them up!
Parents be looking for the monthly email that
will have these events as well as the weekly
events and gatherings that go on within in our
youth ministry. If you would like to receive an
email and have not please let me know.
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Dear Brookdale family,
I so appreciated the plant, cards, and encouraging thoughts during the difficult time of losing my mother.
I once read, “friends are like candles; there when times are the darkest.” Thanks for being my candles,
from God. —Dawnelle Rohde
Dear Brookdale family,
Words cannot fully express my thanks to everyone at Brookdale who prayed, brought food, sent cards,
visited and probably other things I can’t remember during, not only my dad’s illness but also my mom’s
illness way back in the winter time, and again, at my dad’s passing. The outpouring of support with
prayers, dinner after the funeral (thank you, ladies!),
flowers, cards, donations to the church in memory of
Frank were so thoughtful, generous and so appreciated. “I thank my God everything I think of
you.” (Phil. 1:3) Where would we be without you?
We are so blessed to be part of this Brookdale family! Thanks again. Glory to God alone.
—Love,
Beth, Ron, John, Jeff, Brett and Gwen Bachman, and
Hilda Bell
New Members - In September, four new
members were received into the Brookdale
Church family: Josh Elder, Valon and Evangeline
Thompson, and Rick Anderson. Welcome to all
of them!

Cora Mercy Parker, daughter of Cait and Matt Parker,
was baptized at Brookdale Church on September 10.
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Brookdale Church is once again collecting shoebox gifts for children around the
world. We have participated in this annual project of Samaritan’s Purse for many
years and it has been a blessing to the children who receive the gifts.
Here are a few suggestions to help you get started filling your shoebox this year. Use
one of the Samaritan’s Purse boxes (available in the foyer), or use one of your own.
Start with a medium to large item that will capture the child’s attention the instant he
or she opens the box. Ideas include: soccer ball with pump, stuffed animal, toys
(puppets, trucks, etc.), doll (baby, Barbie, etc.), musical instrument, etc. Then fill the box with other items such
as:
Toys: toy cars, yo-yos, jump ropes, toys that light up and make noise (with extra batteries), etc.
School Supplies: pens, pencils and sharpeners, crayons, markers, notebooks, paper, solar calculators, coloring
and picture books, etc.
Non-liquid hygiene Items: toothbrushes, bar soap, combs, washcloths, etc.
Accessories: T-shirts, socks, hats, sunglasses, hair clips, jewelry, watches, flashlights (with extra batteries), etc.
Crafts: Make your own items such as hair bows, finger puppets, and friendship bracelets.
A Personal Note: You may enclose a note to the child and a photo of yourself, your family, or group. If you include your name and an address, the child may be able to write back.
FINALLY: Attach the label provided in the brochures (available in the church foyer!). Place the envelope with
$9.00 for shipping inside the box. Return your shoebox to Brookdale Church NO LATER THAN November 12th.

