Like many of you, I watched the news
reports of the recent tragedy in
Charlottesville, Virginia with a combination
of sadness, anger, and dismay. Actually, it
would probably be more correct to say the
recent tragedies in Charlottesville, for there
was more than just one tragedy. It is a
tragedy that people could march through a
town yelling hateful and bigoted things and
do so with pride, not shame. It is a tragedy
that the racial injustice that is sadly part of
our own country’s history is still defended
and even advocated by some people. And it
is a tragedy that when challenged, the anger
is so great that someone would drive his car
into a crowd of people, killing one and
wounding nineteen more.
As I have reflected on those tragedies, I
have been reminded of three things in
particular. First, racism is wrong. Period.
That really should not need to be said. But,
apparently, it still needs to be said again and
again. Racism is wrong. Part of what the
early chapters in Genesis are emphasizing is
that we all come from one family, created
by God. That means that every person,
regardless of skin color, nationality, or
ethnicity, is made in the image of God and
therefore has as much inherent dignity and
value as everyone else. Racism, at its root,
is always a rejection of the Creator who
has made us all in his image. So when we
discriminate against someone of a different
skin color, nationality, or ethnicity what we
are really doing is disparaging God’s image
and therefore God himself. That is why it is
such a grievous sin.
Second, all of us are probably more racist
than we realize. It is easy to look at neoNazis marching on the east coast and say,
“That’s despicable. I would never do that.

I would never be hateful
towards someone of a
different race. I would
never discriminate against
someone or treat them
badly just because of their
skin color.” But we should
be very careful about
assuming that our hearts are purer than
they are. This came home to me a number
of years ago when I was talking to an
elderly relative of mine. She grew up in
the segregated South and she would
frequently say, “Now I’m not racist,
but….” and then she would go on to say
things that would make me cringe. And at
first I thought she was just trying to qualify
herself so she could say anything she
wanted. But after a while I realized, “No,
she really does not think she is racist.” And
then I had this awful realization. Why
would I think that I am more self-aware
than she is? Why would I think that I don’t
have some of my own blind spots? After all,
the prophet Jeremiah says that the heart is
deceitful above all things and no one can
understand it (Jeremiah 17). And the truth
is that we all probably harbor some forms
of prejudice in our hearts, even if they are
very subtle. In fact, they may be so subtle
that we don’t even realize it. In the first
couple years our family lived in St. Joseph,
we asked a number of people what race
relations were like in St. Joseph. And we
noticed something very interesting. Almost
every white person we asked said something to the effect of, “There aren’t really
any racial problems in St. Joseph,” while
almost every black person we asked said
something to the effect of, “St. Joseph is a
very hard place to be a black person.”
(continued on page 2)
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That should tell us all something about our
potential for blind spots, our own propensity to
underestimate the subtle forms of prejudice in
our own hearts, and even our tacit willingness
to go along with systems of injustice and
discrimination without even realizing it – either
because it has just never really occurred to us or
because it has not touched our lives personally
the way it may have affected someone else’s life
and so we just don’t notice it.
But, third, the beauty of the gospel really is the
only hope for the brokenness of racism in our
world. The gospel is that Christ has overcome the
barrier between sinful humanity and God by dying
on the cross for our sake – shedding his blood as
an atonement for our sin, including the sin of
racism. As a result, at Pentecost, when God
poured out his Spirit upon the church, the gospel
was preached in all languages and the Spirit came
upon people of different languages, nationalities,
and ethnicities (Acts 2). And therefore, in God’s
kingdom, the dividing wall between
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that each person loses his/her racial, national, or
ethnic identity or uniqueness; but it does mean
that each of us in our uniqueness is joined to and
should embrace others across racial, national, and
ethnic lines. After all, that is what it will be like
in the new creation when every tongue, tribe,
nation, and people are gathered around the
throne together (Revelation 7). And so when we
discover those subtle or not so subtle patterns,
thoughts, or feelings of racism in our hearts (or
our society), we must remind ourselves (as Paul
reminded Peter in Galatians 2) that such attitudes
are not in line with the gospel. For the gospel is
that we are all equally made in God’s image, but
we all are sinful and fallen short of the glory of
God, and yet we are saved entirely by grace
through the work of Christ on our behalf. And so,
if we are a people who are shaped by the gospel,
then let us not extend our fists in hate, but instead
let us extend the right hand of fellowship across
those racial, national, and ethnic barriers, and let
us do so in the love of the gospel.

Welcome to a new school year and a new year of Brookdale Student Ministries!
Each year we pick a theme to try and focus on throughout the year. These themes
are generated around a truth or attribute about God that we would like our students
to learn about and hold on to. This year our theme will be Captured by His Love and
will joined with the theme verse of Psalm 23:6 which says;
Your beauty and love chase after me
every day of my life.
I’m back home in the house of God
for the rest of my life.
This year I want our students to know that at all
time God is actively pursuing them and chasing
after them. In the good times and bad times, in the
times when it seems as though you are all alone
and no one cares, in the joyous times when everything seems to be going our way. God is there
chasing after us desiring to be in deep relationship
with us. So please join me in prayer this year for
our returning and new middle school students and
for our high school students and those moving up
from middle school to high school that they would
be Captured by His Love!

4th-6th Grade Retreat at Heartland Camp – October 6-7
The theme for this year's retreat is
"Be Bold". We will focus on the story
of Bartimaeus. Through his story,
participants will see that boldness in
beginning and pursing a relationship with God is met with open arms. That no matter what
others are saying, our God deeply desires a relationship with us. Knowing that, we are then able
to "Be Bold" in pursuing our faith in Jesus and our service to others.
This is a weekend for children to come together for fun and fellowship centered around Jesus
Christ. This one-night retreat includes Bible study, worship, s'mores, horseback rides, rock climbing
and more. More details and sign up information will be coming out in the mail soon.

Princess Party
Did you know that you are a child of the King? Come and join us for an
awesome princess party, dress up in your favorite princess outfit, learn
about the one true King, invite your friends and get prepared because
it will be an festivity you won’t want to miss.
Who: PreK-3rd Grade
Where: Brookdale Church Fellowship Hall
Time and Date: September 30th 2:30pm-4:00pm
Activities include: Snacks, Bible lesson, crafts, games, photo booth and more!

Kids Zone
The Kids Zone is going through a few changes this year! It starts
September 13 on a monthly basis. We are going to be learning
about Daniel throughout the year and how his faith helped him to
be bold in difficult situations. If you are interested in helping or
you have children who would like to join us, we will be meeting
the second Wednesday of every month from 3:30-5:00pm.

If you’ve been around Brookdale Church for a
while, you’ve probably heard of Lives Under
Construction Boys Ranch. LUC is a residential
treatment home for at-risk boys between the
ages of 7 and 21. The Ranch, located near Lampe,
Missouri, began with a vision to make it possible
for troubled boys to have a second chance at
life by changing their behavior patterns. They
believe this begins by demonstrating God's love
to them through words and actions. Accomplishments at the Ranch are based on two basic
principles: God can change lives in miraculous
ways, and good work habits are important for
building character, self-esteem and selfdiscipline.

honors. Others report success in higher
education and jobs within their home
communities. Graduates have become
successful in management, teaching, social
work, lawyers, skilled trades, etc.
The Ranch has regular visits from graduates
who bring their families back to a place they
once called home. They share the things that
they learned while at the Ranch and lessons
that they have experienced in their lives since
they lived with the residents at LUC. Many
boys just like to come back to visit, have a
hug, and hear the words "well done" or "keep
trying, the Lord will help you".

Over 360 boys have completed the
program, and the Ranch celebrates a
success rate of having over 92% of these
boys not being in trouble with the law
after graduating. The staff is very
pleased and thankful for seeing the lives
of these boys change into positive and
productive young men.
There are four basic parts to the
program that are responsible for the
Ranch’s high success rate. They are the
Christian values and ethics that are
taught and modeled, the emphasis on
education, the training the boys receive
through various skills, and the counseling that
they receive.
Even though LUC caters to helping boys within
a 200-mile radius, boys have come from over 20
different states. The rewards are tremendous
when you are able to witness a boy who comes
from a gang situation, turn his life over to Christ,
and in 15 months returns home and invites his
former gang members over for a game of
basketball and a Bible study.
Many of the LUC graduates have enlisted in
various military services and have received high

On September 24th a group from Brookdale
will go to the Ranch to work on a variety of
projects and spend time getting to know
some of the boys. If you would like to be
part of this group, be sure to sign up at the
Welcome Center! You can go for the entire
week or for a few days — whatever your
schedule will allow.
For more information, contact Rick Thornton
or Junior Hagan.
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Our theme this year has been
10-10-80 . . .
Do you remember?
Are you experiencing?
Invest in God.
Invest in you!

Interested in being used by God
through prayer for new church plants
in the Western Missouri area? There
will be a brief information meeting on
Sunday, September 3rd at 12:15 p.m.
(after the 11:00 worship service), in
the Prayer Chapel. Stop by and see
how you can be instrumental in the
evangelism of church planting for our
region!
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Faith in Action is hosting its
annual “Walk 4 Rides” on
Saturday, September 23rd,
beginning at 8:30 a.m.
This event is to raise money
for their transportation
fund, which is used to
provide rides for seniors
and people in need in our
community.
This year the “Walk 4 Rides” event will take place at Hope House, where the Faith in Action office is
located (528 N. 8th). There is a 1/3 mile square near the parking lot — participants can make as many
laps as they want to.
Participants are asked to pay an entry fee of $35, and are encouraged to look for sponsors to cover and
exceed that amount. Church members receive a $10 discount on registration fees!
Registration forms and participant envelopes are available at the Welcome Center. Stop by and pick
one up for yourself or your family! Encourage your small group to form a team as well. If additional
participant forms are needed, just contact Terri in the church office (279-0983) or call Nadienne Hoffman
at Faith in Action (271-7279).

