I love the national parks. Christy and I
met while we were in Yellowstone
National Park during a summer in
college. Most years our family tries to
spend time in at least one national park
(this year it will be three!). And the places
I still look most forward to visiting in the
U. S. are almost all national parks. And
the reason that I love being in national
parks is because there is something
about the beauty of creation that makes
my heart sing. Hiking in the backcountry
is good for my soul, not just my body.
Seeing a majestic mountain, hearing the
sounds of a crystal-clear river rolling
across a polished rock bed, smelling the
flowers and trees, walking through the
wild grass in a field, and observing the
wildlife in all its glory fills me with awe.
However, in my experience, whenever
someone starts talking about a love for
creation and therefore the need to care
for creation, the conversation immediately gets bogged down in political
arguments about “environmentalism”,
global warming, fracking, and economics. But consider what our attitude
towards creation should be, not
politically, but theologically.
First, creation is God’s possession. Psalm
24 says, “The earth is the Lord’s and
everything in it, the world and all who
live in it.” In other words, this created
world belongs to God. He owns it. It is his
possession. The mountains are his. The
rivers are his. The soil is his. The ice caps
are his. The shorelines are his. The birds
and humpback whales and pandas and

polar bears – they’re all
his. They belong to him.
And if they belong to
him, then how should
we treat them? Or to put
it another way, when
someone invites you into
their home, how do you
treat their things while you’re there? Do
you do whatever you want with them?
Do you trash them if it suits you? Do you
break them and throw them away? Of
course not! So why would we do that to
this creation? After all, this creation
belongs to God and we are guests in his
created world.
Second, creation is God’s handiwork.
Psalm 19 says, “The heavens declare the
glory of God and the firmament shows
his handiwork.” And this handiwork is
something God delights in and takes
pleasure in. After each day of creation
in Genesis 1, God declares that what he
has made is good. And Psalm 104 says
that the Lord rejoices in all his works.
When my children were young, they
would come home from preschool and
they would show me their artwork.
They would pull out a piece of construction paper with cotton balls glued to it
and paint spread across it with their
fingers and shapes drawn with crayons.
And they were so excited about what
they had made with their own hands
and they wanted to show it to me. Now,
imagine that when they handed me
their artwork, I had crumpled it up right
in front of them and thrown it away.
(continued on page 2)
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It almost makes me sick to my stomach thinking
about doing that to my children. But if this
creation is God’s handiwork and he takes
delight in what he has made, then why would
we ever want to treat his creation in the same
way? Why wouldn’t we want to value it and
treasure it?

tried to destroy, say, the book of Romans so
that it was gone forever, most Christians would
shudder at the thought. But then why would we
ever be ok with destroying God’s creation? If
destroying one kind of revelation makes us
cringe, then why wouldn’t destroying the other
make us cringe?

Third, creation is God’s revelation. In Romans 1,
Paul says that in the creation of the world God’s
invisible qualities – his eternal power and divine
nature – are clearly seen, being understood
from what has been made, so that people are
without excuse. Traditionally, theologians have
talked about two different kinds of revelation –
general revelation and special revelation.
General revelation is God’s revelation
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What is your attitude toward creation? Do you
respect God’s possession and treat it with care?
Do you admire his handiwork and take delight in
it? Do you value God’s revelation and want to
“keep the microphone on”? If you are wondering how you might better do that, I would
recommend to you a booklet published a few
years ago by the National Association of
Evangelicals entitled “Loving the Least of the
These: Addressing a Changing Environment”
(available online). It is a good place to start.
After all, as Christians we have a responsibility
towards the created world – for the simple
reason that it is precious to its (and our)
Creator.

E-mail:
terri@brookdalechurch.com

Summer is in full swing and so are the many
activities and events that Brookdale youth are
involved in. I would like to highlight two things
that we do during the summer that fit in well
with the vision of our church. The first is our
Worship Nights. Throughout the year we have
worship time at our regular youth group gatherings, which the students really enjoy. But
during the summer we dedicate every Sunday
night as Worship Night. Worship Nights are
held at the SMC from 8:00-8:30 and are for
both middle and high school students. During
that hour and a half we just spend time worshiping the God we love. We worship along
with music videos and just sing out our praises.
It is amazing to hear these students sing out to
God and I am so thankful for the interns and
volunteers who take the time to put these
nights on each week.
The other aspect I would like to highlight is our
yearly retreat to Lake of the Ozarks. Each
summer I take a group of high school
students to the lake for the weekend. We have
a lot of fun swimming, playing mini golf, and
riding Go-Karts, but we also spend some real,
in depth time in the Word and strengthening
our relationship with God. Over the three days

we are there, we have 4 to 5
different sessions studying God’s
word and working out how we
can apply it to our lives. Many of
the students who go on this trip are some of
our strongest leaders, and so I also spend time
working on their leadership skills as well. This
year we looked at the life of Moses and how
God used him despite inadequacies that
Moses felt he had. We focused on how God
sees us differently than we see ourselves and
how fully relying and trusting in Him can help
us do the great things God has in store for us.

What a great time was had with iServe last month. Four churches came
together to serve the community in a variety of ways. We went to
schools, parks, streets, gardens, Mt. Mora, United Way, InterServ,
Brookdale Church, YWCA, UCP and much more. There were eight groups
of children ages 10-12 going all over the area to serve
and experience what it means to be a part of the body of Christ.
After the two days of service a fun time was had by all at Worlds of
Fun. It is wonderful to be a part of this program and work with such
great volunteers and churches.

Topeka Road Trip
Capitol Building, Zoo, Train,
Carousel, Pool

Thursday July 13
8:00am-8:00pm

Grades 4-6

(grade completed)

Cost—$25.00

That includes lunch, dinner, zoo, pool, train,
carousel and capital. You can bring extra
money for snacks & ice cream.

VBS
Rome & the
Underground Church
Sunday July 23

Pool Party Kickoff & Registration

Mon-Thurs July 24-27
6:30pm-8:30pm
4 yrs—6th Grade
(grade completed)

FREE!!!

As God’s children, we are blessed with unique
gifts and talents that God uses to help us grow
spiritually and fulfill different aspects of church
ministry. Every Christian is called to serve. Peter
wrote in 1 Peter 4:10, “Each of you should use
whatever gift you have received to serve others,
as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various
forms.”
One way that believers can serve is through
volunteer work. Serving through volunteer work
is an outward declaration of one’s commitment
to Jesus. “Whoever serves me must follow me;
and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father
will honor the one who serves me.” (John 12:26).
If you love the Lord, He will open up opportunities for you to serve Him. How wonderful it is to
know that God has a specific purpose for each of
us to fulfill in the church and in the world!
What does one need to serve God? One needs
to have a love for God and the willingness to
devote some time to serve Him. God is not
looking for a person’s ability as much as He is
looking for his or her availability. When your
heart overflows with the love for God, you will
have the desire and the time to serve Him and
His people. Know that you have a special place of
significance in your church.
There are plenty of ministries to match your Godgiven talents and skills, and God is a perfect
matchmaker. He may use some to lead a Bible
study or small group, or to sing with the praise
team. Some people may be called to serve as
greeters or ushers, while others might help in
preparing for special projects or events. I know a
group of women who love to knit and crochet,
and they have used their gifts to make prayer
shawls to show their love for others. Another
group is preparing free lunches for children this
summer. Some people enjoy helping out with
children’s or youth activities. And still others
enjoy tending to the physical needs of our
church facility.
Whatever your inclination or ability is, there is a
ministry waiting for you— evangelism, global

outreach, hospitality, Small Groups, child care,
music and arts, building projects, and support
ministries. Paul wrote in Romans 12:6, “We have
different gifts, according to the grace given to
each of us...”
Serving God as a volunteer is a long-term commitment. After all, God is committed to us, so why
should we not be committed to Him for the long
haul? When we serve God, we need to serve Him
with burning enthusiasm and spiritual zeal. Whatever is worth doing to serve Him and others is
valuable enough to be done with fervor and
diligence. After all, when we serve others, we
are actually serving the King of all Kings. Here’s a
concept worth spreading—Serving Jesus is
serving royalty.
Christians should strive to fill their time with
things that show God is at work in their hearts
and their lives. Serving one another at church
strengthens your commitment to God, helps you
spend time with fellow believers, and gives you
a chance to give back to the community. As
Christians work together and serve others, they
also strengthen their faith and witness to the
world. As selfless volunteers they begin to see
how each one can make a difference in the
community. As you serve the Lord, Jesus,
remember Paul’s advice in Colossians 3:23-24,
“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart,
as working for the Lord, not for human masters,
since you know that you will receive an inheritance
from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you
are serving.”
When you volunteer for God, your faithful service
may go unnoticed or unappreciated. Don’t lose
heart. Stay committed and devoted. Hebrews
6:10 promises, “God is not unjust; he will not
forget your work and the love you have shown him
as you have helped his people and continue to help
them.” One day you are going to stand before
the Lord. When you do, how blessed it will be to
hear these words from Him: “Well done, good
and faithful servant” (Matthew 25:21)
Modified / edited, from “Lift Up Jesus” with Pastor Dudley.
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Christy Gregory, Jenny Hudgens, Kaden Miller
Ron Bachman, Alex Chaney, Marianne Field
Will Blazer, Julia Brooke
Christian Peterson
Abby Eagleburger
Steve Punzo
Andy Burnham
Benjamin Brooke, Joshua Gregory, Allen Hewins
Austin Miller
Joshua Peek, Jeanette Skaith
Matt Austin
Emma Peterson, Bill Scroggins
Brett Bachman, Jeff Bachman,
Brecklynn Burnham

20 - Karen Gladhart
21 - Susie Thornton, Blake Weddle
22 - Renee Lawhon
25 - Kent Heier, Sam Hudgens
26 - Rosalie Hadle
27 - Barry birr, Tristan Davis, Kris Larson
28 - Don Gladhart, Catherine Hague
30 - Henry Franken, Pam Nelson
31 - Mack Furlong
August
1 - Mark Shepherd
2 - Ron Hillyard
3 - Nadienne Hoffman
4 - Caitlynn Butler, Audrey Eagleburger

Cyndy and I would like to thank our Brookdale family and friends for their prayers, cards, calls and visits during my knee replacement surgery and recovery. —Randy Poggemiller
We would like to thank everyone for your prayers, cards, visits and phone calls while Don is still recuperating from quadruple bypass. For all the visits by Pastor Bryan, all the meals that were brought
in...Cathy Jo Costa, Doris and Pat Wyckoff, Barbara and Ralph Colby and Marianna Wing, Sandy Zweerink and Pati Jones. It was just a relief not to have to think about what to plan and prepare. Brookdale is
the best. God bless you all.
—Don and Laura Weckerlin

Mya and Reggie Barnes, children of Dan and Courtney Barnes, were baptized
during the worship service on June 18th. Congratulations, Mya and Reggie!!
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Our senior adults had a great time visiting the Walt Disney Museum in Marceline, Missouri on June 8th. They
also stopped for lunch in Chillicothe on the way home.
The seniors’ next outing will be on July 27th. The group plans to visit the Truman Library and museum in
Independence, where a special exhibit, “Saving the White House” is now showing. Anyone interested in going
should sign up at the Welcome Center on Sunday mornings.

