As I write this, I am preparing to join
twelve other members of Brookdale to
travel to Guatemala for a missions trip.
For me personally, I feel like it is long
overdue. My very first international
missions trip was early in my high school
years when a group from our church went
to the Amazon basin in Brazil. It had a
profound impact on my life because it
gave me a glimpse into the fact that God
was not an American (a fairly radical idea
for someone who had grown up inside
American Christianity) and was at work all
around the world. My second international
missions trip was late in my college years
when I went to Jordan. That trip too had a
profound impact on me because I got to
see God’s work in a difficult part of the
world. It also became instrumental in
sensing my own call to vocational ministry.
My third and fourth trips were during my
years as a pastor in North Carolina. One of
them was to Wales and gave me a certain
kind of wake up call into what happens to a
society when it becomes post-Christian.
The other was to Mexico and gave me a
renewed appreciation for God’s call on
his people to care for those who live in
extreme poverty.
As I reflect on my experiences in missions,
I am struck by the fact that all of them
came at critical junctures in my life and God
used all of them to shape me in lasting
ways. The first gave me a vision of God’s
work around the world, the second a call
on my own life to participate in that work,
the third an urgency to join God right here
in the increasingly post-Christian United
States, and the fourth a commitment to

ministry that is both word
and deed. And God has
used all of them to make
me into the person I am
today. That, I think, is one
of the great blessings of
being involved in missions
work. Not only does God
work through us, he also works in us.
For a number of years during new
members classes, I would ask those in
the class the question, “Who was the first
missionary?” Typically, I would get a
variety of answers but hardly ever did
anyone get the right answer. Probably,
because it was a bit of a trick question.
The first missionary was actually not
William Carey (considered to be the
father of modern missions) or the
Apostle Paul (a popular guess); the first
missionary was God himself. When Adam
and Eve ate of the tree in the garden, they
became spiritually lost. But God sought
them out and told them the good news
that salvation was coming through the
seed of the woman (Christ) that would
eventually crush the seed of the serpent.
And that is essentially what a missionary
is – a missionary is someone who goes to
those who are lost and announces the
good news of salvation in Jesus. So right
from the beginning God is a missionary
God.
And as a missionary God, he calls his
people to join him in his missionary work.
In the Old Testament, God calls Israel to
be a light to the nations so that all the
peoples would come to know his
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salvation (e.g., Psalm 67; Isaiah 49; 60; Zechariah
8; 14; and many others). When Jesus told his disciples what their commission was (i.e., what their
purpose on earth was), he told them to go to the
nations and tell others the good news (Matthew
28:18-20). And when the story ends in Revelation,
there are people around his throne from every
tongue, tribe, and nation (Revelation 5; 14).
The implication of that is that if we are following
God with our lives then we are called to be a
missionary people. That does not mean, of course,
that every Christian must become a foreign
missionary to another country; it does, however,
mean that every Christian must be missional with
his or her life. That is, every Christian should have
a heart for those who do not know Jesus and seek
to love them with the love of Christ so that
when they have opportunities they can
share with them the good news of what
Christ has done through his death on the
cross and his resurrection from the grave.
And every Christian should have
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And that is why I personally have such a heart for
missions and why I love to go on missions trips. It
reminds me of God’s heart for the nations and
renews in me a desire to join him in announcing
the good news, in word and deed, to people from
every tongue, tribe, and nation – around the world
and right here at home. How about you? Do you
have a heart for the nations? For the people right
here in this community? Does your heart beat
for those who do not yet know Christ? Are you
cultivating relationships with those who do not
yet know Jesus so that you might introduce them
to his life-changing power? Are you looking for
opportunities to show the mercy, compassion,
and justice of God’s kingdom right here on earth?
What can you do to be a missionary right where
God has placed you in this corner of the world?

This past month we here at Brookdale had the honor of witnessing seven high school
seniors graduate and take the next step in furthering their education and future career
goals. It has been an blessing to be their youth director these last five years and each
one of them in their own way has had an impact on us here at Brookdale and on myself
on a personal level. Each year becomes more difficult to send these students out into the world but
I know that they are ready for what the Lord has prepared them to do. Please join me in continual
prayer for these seven seniors as they face new challenges and experience new joy.
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You won’t want to miss out on this years Day Camp,
“Exploring the Mighty Love of God.” The students
will learn that God’s Word is True, Comforting, Surprising, Life-changing and for Everyone.
Day camp runs from June 27-29 from 9-5pm. We will
go to the aquatic park, play games, do crafts, hike around Mark Youngdahl and
have small group/Bible time. The cost is $30.00 for the three days and includes
snacks and lunch.
Camping ministry is just a great time for children to connect with God through nature,
friendships and positive counselor/camper interaction. Be sure to look for information in the
welcome center and in your mailbox. You won’t want to miss out, registration deadline is June 11th.

On May 25th we celebrated our 6th graders’ move from
Children’s Ministry to Youth Ministry with an afternoon
filled with fun!

Have you ever decided on a whim to go see a
movie? Just like that. No preparation, you just
decided and went. If you have, you know that
the lack of preparation had absolutely no bearing
on how much you enjoyed the movie. After all,
you just wanted to be entertained.
Unfortunately, we can often approach Sunday
worship the same way.
How do you prepare to gather with your church
family? Is your preparation limited to the frenetic
collecting of your children, snacks, and diapers?
Do you spend your time trying to convince yourself that going to church is really better than
sleeping in? Or maybe you don’t even think to
prepare, because it’s just another routine that
you’ve developed?
We’ve all been there. But how we prepare for
our Sunday gatherings is directly related to how
much we benefit from our time together.
Two Common Mistakes
Here are two common errors we can make.
At times, we can prepare as spectators. We come
mainly to watch, not participate. It’s like how we
prepare to go see a sporting event. Besides
making sure we’re not wearing the opposing
teams colors, we don’t prepare much. We anticipate it, but our general attitude in going to a
sporting event is, “Entertain me! Move me! Show
me something amazing!” Or if you’re a loyal fan
of a lousy team, “Make me suffer!”
We can have the same attitude as we come to
church on Sundays. We come with the expectation, spoken or assumed, that everyone else
needs to make sure we have a good time. We
need our kids to be taken care of. We need
people to speak to us. We need the music to
sound a certain way. We need the preacher to
stop speaking on time so that we can get on with
our lives. As for Jesus? Hopefully he shows up by
his Spirit so we can have a spiritual, emotional
experience that carries us through the week.
We come as spectators, expecting to be served.
So how should we prepare?

Prepare to Receive
Every time we gather as a church, God will speak
to us as his word is preached, sung, read, and
studied. Hearing from God is a weighty and glorious thing. Just read Exodus 19–20. To see God for
who he is, to be overwhelmed by his greatness
and holiness, to experience his presence, to see
his boundless love and mercy, to encounter what
should make our hearts tremble. Through Jesus,
we can boldly come and receive (Hebrews 10:19–
22), but confidence does not equal casualness.
Prepare by asking God to help you receive his
revelation with gratefulness and humility.
Prepare to Respond
When God shows up, stuff happens! Experiencing
God leads us to respond (Isaiah 6:8). Rather than
being a spectator or a passive participant, our
hearts are moved to worship because we have
once again seen the beauty of the gospel through
the greatness, holiness, mercy, and love of our
God. We sing to him, confess our sins, receive his
word, take communion, and give our finances, all
in grateful response to seeing who God is and
what he has done for us in Jesus.
Prepare for this Sunday by asking that God would
help you rightly respond to him.
Prepare to Edify Others
Our worship doesn’t stop when the singing ends,
or the preacher says, “Amen.” It continues as we
greet, encourage, serve, and care for one another. God chooses to use people to edify his
body (1 Corinthians 14:26). You and me. Isn’t that
amazing? God uses us whenever we serve in
some way, or when we pray for a friend, or greet
a new person, or encourage a child. We all have a
part to play. This Sunday, prepare for gathering
with your church family by asking God how he
might use you to edify his church.
So how do you prepare to go to church? This
Sunday, come ready to encounter God and
respond to him in glad and grateful worship
with your heart and life.
Modified, edited and used by permission. Jordan Kauflin,
Redeemer Church of Arlington
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On May 16, ten members of the Ugandan Kids
Choir and their chaperones arrived at Brookdale
Church. During two days here, they did school
work, rehearsed for their program, and spent
the evenings with host families from Brookdale.
The evening of May 17 they shared their gifts of
music and dance with everyone who was here.
These children are in the fourth month of an
11-month tour across the United States, raising
awareness of the impact of poverty and the
importance of child sponsorship through Childcare
Worldwide. Getting to know these kids and seeing
their joy and enthusiasm was truly a blessing!
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Meet this year’s summer interns! Niki Mitchem and Jamison
Ball will be working alongside Sue and Kelly this summer,
helping with children’s and youth programs. If you run into
them on Sunday morning be sure to say hello!
Niki Mitchem: I am a sophomore
at Mizzou, where I am majoring
in Secondary Education. I’m a
member of Kappa Alpha Theta
and I teach dance at a local studio.
I really enjoy grocery shopping,
dancing, and art. I’m looking forward to being the VBS decorating
coordinator and building relationships with all the students.
Niki Mitchem and Jamison Ball

Jamison Ball: I am a sophomore at
Missouri State (Springfield), where I am majoring in Marketing. I enjoy Frisbee, food (especially cornbread!), and baseball. This summer I’m looking forward to iServe, working
with the kids, and letting my flowing locks grow!

Hayden, Ethan and Lukas Manley,
children of Leslee and Jason Manley,
were baptized at Brookdale Church
on May 21st. Congratulations!

