In the book of Exodus, Moses and the
Israelites are making their way through
the wilderness. They have just experienced the wonders of the exodus out of
Egypt and they are on their way to Sinai.
But one of the problems with being in
the wilderness is finding food. God,
however, has a solution. He sends
manna from the heavens. Every day the
Israelites were to go out and gather
enough for that day. The food for the
next day would be provided the next
morning. The only exception was on the
sixth day. On that day God would rain
down bread for two days and they could
gather for two days so that the seventh
day, the Sabbath, could be taken off.
Typically, the lesson that is drawn from
this part of Exodus is that we need to
trust God for his daily provision. God will
see to it to meet our needs, one day at a
time. We can trust him to sustain us with
whatever we need and we do not need
to be anxious about tomorrow. And that
is certainly true. God is faithful day by day
and we need to trust his provision. We
need to live in daily dependence upon
him.
However, there is another lesson that
can be drawn from the story about the
manna, one that is not often considered.
Part of the rhythm of the provision of the
manna was not only that God would
provide for his people each day but also
that the people were to gather only what
was given for that day. No more. They
could not gather extra. If they did, it
would simply rot.

What an important
thing for each of us to
remember. Each day God
has given us a portion of
work to do. That might
be at the job where we
work. It might be in the
home. It might be
through volunteer work. Or, most likely,
it is some combination thereof. And it is
very easy, in our quest to be industrious
and efficient, to fill up our days and run
ourselves ragged. Inevitably, other
important things - things like family or
our spiritual life - get shoved to the
margins. But what if we adopted the
perspective of the Israelites in the
wilderness? What if we said, ‘God, has
given me a portion of work to do today
and when I finish I’m going to put down
my pen, close my laptop, ... just stop’
and be satisfied with a full day’s work’?
What if we lived with the realization
that we cannot and should not try to do
everything in one day but gather only
the manna that we need for that day
and let tomorrow’s gathering be done
tomorrow?
In many Benedictine monasteries, one
of the rules that the monks live by (and
have for centuries) is that when it is
time to stop for prayer, everyone stops
what they are doing. The monk in the
garden puts down his trowel. The monk
in the kitchen stops kneading the bread.
The monk at the desk puts down his
pen. And they all gather in the chapel
(continued on page 2)
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for prayer. By doing so, they remind themselves that man does not live by bread alone,
nor by the sweat of his own brow. It keeps
work in perspective and keeps proper
boundaries in place. In our busy lives, we
often need to learn the same lesson. There is
a time for work and a time for rest, a time for
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diligence and a time for reflection, a time for
getting things done and a time for spending
time with family, a time for pushing ahead on
a project and a time for worship, a time for
gathering manna and a time for stopping to
eat it. Otherwise we experience what the
Israelites did - rot.

Once again, a talented cast of characters delivered a moving portrayal
of the Last Supper at this year’s Maundy Thursday service.

It is finally that time of year again where the birds are chipping and the sun is out. The grass
is becoming green again and all the kids can think about is summer break. Let’s be honest,
we adults are thinking about summer too right? Well with summer comes a jam packed
schedule of fun events from pool parties to missions trips..and speaking of missions trips we
have our first fundraiser coming up. THE ANNUAL BASKET AUCTION!!!
Every year we gather themed baskets that are set out in the foyer and bids are placed upon them with the
basket going to the highest bidder. It is a fun event for all to participate in even if you or a child of yours is
not going on a trip. The basket auction will run from Sunday April 23rd through Sunday May 14th. These
baskets make amazing mother’s day gifts (hint hint). So please consider bidding on a basket OR if you feel
so inclined to provide one, I know myself and our students would be ever so grateful, it can be a fun activity
for a family or a small group to put together. Below are a few ideas to use as a theme for your basket. A
longer list is available at the Welcome Center. Use one of our suggestions or come up with one of your own!
Bring your basket to the church as soon as possible and I will make sure it gets put on display for all to see!!!
Ice Cream Basket - Toppings, sundae dishes, waffle
bowls and cones, sprinkles, ice cream scoop, cherries.
Art Basket - crayons, paints, construction paper, play
dough, colored pencils, sidewalk chalk, paint brushes,
finger paints, finger paint paper, glitter, markers,
scissors, stickers
Movie Night - candy, microwave popcorn, movie gift
certificate/ passes, popcorn bowls
Coffee & Tea Basket - flavored coffees, coffee mugs,
creamers, carafe, flavored teas, creamers, biscotti
Game Night - family games- Go Fish, Uno, Crazy Eights,
regular deck of cards, small board games, Yahtzee,
Sudoku, crossword puzzles or word game books,
carrying storage tote
Spa Basket - soaps, bath salts, loofa sponge,
pumice stone, candles, bubble bath, lotion,
eye mask, bath pillow, nail care, candles,
bath towel.
Grilling Basket - grilling tools, grilling mitt,
grilling spices, marinades, vegetable grilling
basket, meat thermometer, apron, skewers
Baking Basket - different chips/morsels, vanilla, sprinkles, baking powder, baking soda,
cookie cutters, measuring cups, spoons, oven
mitt, flour, sugar, brown sugar, powdered
sugar, oil
Fishing Tackle Box - tackle box, fishing line,
bobbers, lures, fishing weights, fishing net
Gardening Basket - gardening gloves, garden
tools, watering can, kneeling pad, bug/insect
spray, plant food, garden fertilizer, potting
soil, hose sprayer, pots, seeds/bulbs

Car Kit - bucket, hose sprayer, tire/wheel brush, air
freshener, car wash detergent, window cleaner, upholstery cleaner, sponges, car mitt, chamois
Italian Basket - pastas, red sauce, alfredo sauce, pesto, olive oil, bread, cookbook, dipping oils, capers,
pasta bowls
Mexican Fiesta Basket - chips, salsa, tortilla holder,
salsa/chip bowl, dips, cumin spice, refried beans, chili
peppers, lime juice. chili pepper towel, plates/napkins
Baby Basket/Diaper Bag
Content Ideas--- receiving blankets, pacifiers, bottles,
bottle cleaner, wipes, diapers, diaper cream, burp
rags, baby toys, grooming kit, safety set (i.e., outlet
plugs, cabinet locks), sippy cups, books, booties, lullaby CD, hand sanitizer, baby lotion

Welcoming our new Middle School students to youth group!

What happens when you have sixteen 4th-6th grade
students for the day? Amazing insights, loads of laughs,
tons of fun and an all around great time.
Saturday, April 8th we gathered in fellowship hall for our
retreat and looked at what the Bible has to say about
purpose, gifts and potential. One of my favorite quotes
from the day was “God doesn’t necessarily use the most
talented, He uses the most willing.” What a great lesson for
kids to learn before they head into their teen years, God just
wants them to be willing.
Please join me in praying for the children who attended that
they would take to heart the teachings from that day.

What a perfect day for an Easter egg hunt. It was
so much fun watching the children collect eggs
Easter morning running back and forth to gather
as many as they could and put in their basket. The
joy on their face as they received their goodie bag
reminded me of the joy we have because of the
empty tomb.
We so often run around from place to place trying
to get in as many good activities as we can but when we stop and remember the
victory Jesus had over death, the joy goes so deep. I enjoyed all the smiles Easter
morning, and I’m so grateful for the resurrection.

who were chosen to
embark on a journey of
epic proportions to bring
African song and dance to
the people of America.
Equipped with nothing
more than songs in their
hearts and dance moves in
their heads, they traveled
across vast seas and
mountain tops to arrive at our shores.
Their purpose? To change children’s lives.
They want to share with you the hope and
love they found through child sponsorship
and invite you to start your own journey
together with a child.

The Ugandan Kids Choir, a group of ten talented Ugandan children, will be performing at Brookdale
Church on Wednesday, May 17 at 6:30 p.m. All ten children have been given hope through Childcare
Worldwide’s Sponsorship Program and now they are here to spread that hope to audiences all across
the United States. The choir has performed nationwide at churches, schools, at Disneyland, on King 5
Television’s “New Day Northwest,” at Qwest Field, home of the Seattle Seahawks.
These children delight audiences with traditional African songs and dances. Megan DiRienzo, Curator of
Education at the San Angelo Museum of Fine arts says, “All of you have amazing talents, beautiful voices
and some serious dance skills! A performance like yours was a once in a lifetime opportunity. We fully
support you on your mission to end child poverty!”
The Ugandan Kids Choir is a ministry of Childcare Worldwide, which has been dedicated to empowering
children in the developing world since 1981. Through child sponsorship, Childcare Worldwide brings hope
to children in need by providing them with an education that will set them up for future employment
and break the cycle of poverty in their lives.
By coming to this event, you will enjoy traditional African song and dance, as well as help children in
need all around the world. So don’t miss this unique and authentic performance by the children of the
Ugandan Kids Choir.
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26 - Camden Nightingale, Shanin Poppa,
Julie Schmitt
28 - Tasha Morrow
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31 - Korbyn Paden
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3 - Natalie Davis
4 - Grace Larson, Eric Poggemiller, Zach Sipes
5 - Jackie Butler

The family of Helen Binnicker wishes
to thank Pastor Bryan Gregory for
the lovely funeral service, Julie
Schmitt for the delicious lunch, and
Leah Peek for her beautiful singing.
Everything was just the way she
would have wanted it. She loved
God and her Brookdale family, and
He will take good care of her.

Thank you to everyone who helped with the Easter
event for International Students from MWSU.

To our Brookdale family:
We are hosting an
OPEN HOUSE
on May 6th in honor of
Taylor’s graduation from
Central High School.
Please join us at
10 Mackenzie Drive,
from 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.
and celebrate with us!
— Dennis and Leah Peek —

JOIN US FOR A PARTY!
Jake Bahr ٠ Tucker Dahle ٠ Brandon Sears
Class of 2017
You are invited to a reception
hosted by their families
at Brookdale Church
203 S. 31st Street
May 7th from 2:00-4:00 p.m.
Join us for the celebration!
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Brookdale is currently searching for an Associate Pastor of Worship and Spiritual Formation. It’s a very
specific position, and might lead one to ask how worship and spiritual formation actually fit together. Well,
let’s look at each and see how they can fit together.
Worship might be defined very simply as the offering up of praise to God; while spiritual formation or
discipleship might be defined as the active growing in greater faith and trust in the Lord. Defined in these
ways, worship and spiritual formation can be seen to overlap significantly. For example, if we consider
worship to be an offering of praise to God, we might at first think in terms of just singing songs, or of listening
to a sermon, but that’s not really enough is it? Jesus wants the praise of our life of obedience and trust in
Him; all aspects of our life is to be offered up in praise through our actions. As such, worship, in its truest,
most sincere form, is a lifestyle, not just a temporary activity. What would be the best way to grow in our
obedience and trust so as to achieve this lifestyle? You guessed it! By learning about and growing in trust in
Jesus Christ our Savior, or in other words, through spiritual formation! Growing spiritually feeds our ability to
worship through our whole life, not just our Sundays; and worshiping with greater fervor with our lives will
increase our desire for greater opportunities in discipleship.
Effective worship and spiritual formation creates a self-feeding cycle of growing ever closer to our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ, our great reward! An Associate Pastor to help us all grow into this cycle of worship and
spiritual formation would be immensely helpful and productive. With this in mind, the search committee
invites you to continue to pray fervently for Jesus to appoint a person that is a good fit for this position and a
good fit with Brookdale.

