When it comes to personal change, there
are two different kinds of change. One kind
of change is the change in our behavior. We
decide to stop snacking on candy in the
middle of the afternoon. Or we decide to
start flossing more consistently. Or we
decide to change our priorities and how we
spend our time. Some behavioral changes
are relatively easy to make (e.g., stop
checking our phones during family dinner
time) while others are relatively difficult to
make (e.g., breaking free from an addiction). When most people think of personal
change, they think of this kind of change.
But there is another kind of change that
goes deeper than just behavioral change.
This is the change that takes place in our
hearts – in our motivations, emotions, and
desires. This is why Jesus said, “Don’t you
see that whatever enters the mouth goes
into the stomach and then out of the body?
But the things that come out of the mouth
come from the heart, and these make a man
‘unclean.’ For out of the heart come evil
thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual
immorality, theft, false testimony, slander”
(Matthew 15:17-19). In other words, our
behaviors are ultimately driven by what is in
our hearts – the motivations, emotions, and
desires. Therefore, if we are truly to change,
that change must go deeper than just our
behavior; it must take place in the heart.
Only when our motivations, emotions, and
desires are transformed into new motivations, emotions, and desires do we truly
change.
A significant part of our vision is that the
beauty of the gospel touches the brokenness of life in a way that produces spiritual
transformation. (Our vision calls it spiritual
formation, which is a general term that covers the New Testament ideas of spiritual
transformation [Romans 12:1-2] and being
spiritually conformed to the image of Jesus

[Romans 8:29].) So, how
does that actually happen?
How does the beauty of
the gospel work on our
hearts in such a way that it
changes our motivations,
emotions, and desires?
How does it transform us
at the core of who we are?
Between Christmas and Easter we are
going to do a sermon series on how the
gospel produces heart-level spiritual transformation. The first part, which will run
during the nine weeks before Lent
(January and February), will look at how
the gospel produces positive spiritual
growth. Paul describes the fruit of the
Spirit in Galatians 5 as having nine aspects;
each week we’ll take one of those aspects
of spiritual fruit and look at a passage that
shows how the gospel produces that spiritual characteristic (i.e., how the gospel
produces love, how the gospel produces
joy, how the gospel produces peace, etc.).
Then during the seven weeks of Lent, we’ll
look at how the gospel roots out and
changes the negative spiritual patterns in
our hearts. Since Lent is a time of selfexamination and repentance, each week
we’ll take one of the seven deadly sins and
look at a passage that shows how the
gospel roots out that sin, heals us from it,
and produces something beautiful in its
place (i.e. how the gospel roots out and
changes envy, how the gospel roots out
and changes pride, etc.).
As a church, we desire to be a gospelcentered, gospel-shaped people who are
continually being changed into the image
of Jesus. As we prepare for Easter, let’s
journey together in exploring how the
depth and beauty of the gospel can produce deep and lasting change in our lives.

Gospel-Shaped Love

1 Corinthians 13:1-13

Gospel-Shaped Joy

Romans 5:1-11

Gospel-Shaped Peace

Philippians 4:4-12

Gospel-Shaped Patience

Romans 8:24-30

Gospel-Shaped Kindness

Titus 3:1-7

Bakers and treat makers extraordinaire,
Thanks, thanks, thanks! There were 265 people who attended the cantata and I
don't know how many stayed for the reception but there were a BUNCH! And
we had plenty of food to the very end...
There were some very magical moments for me when all the delicious food
was being dropped off at the kitchen-almost like an early visit from Santa! And
every time I turned around there was more that had appeared. Thank you
every single one of you. Together we really rocked it!
— Gratefully, Teresa Fetter

Thank you to all of the vocalists and musicians who
gave of their time to make this year’s Christmas
cantata so special. Thank you to Karen McFarland,
Jon Bertschinger and Dennis Peek for all your work,
and to Teresa Fetter for organizing the reception
after the program. The entire morning was such a
blessing!
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Renee Beggs, Faith Beier
Sharon Patton
Paige Lemon
Missie Mulvaney
Deborah Brown, David Bryant
Nelson Sweet
Dennie Fetter, Matt Parker
Jennie Schwabe, Katie Schwabe, Kelly Wyble
Merrill Schaeffer
Kim Blazer
Kelly Taylor
Dan Bryant

23 - Otis Burnham
24 - Kevin Poggemiller, Linda Taylor
26 - Lauren Halvorsen
27 - George Hinde, Jonathan Quick
28 - Paul Rohde
29 - Richard Dean, Brad Morrow, Jim Thompson
30 - Pati Jones, Phillip Walley
31 - Fran Sharpe, Dick Stanton
February
1 - Ella Bryant
3 - Brent Peterson, Carson Peterson
5 - Diana Haynes, Brenda Hewins, Don Weston

My Brookdale family . . .
I would like to thank you for your prayers and thoughts. To those of you who sent cards, visited me and brought me food
— there are no words to tell you how much it has meant to me.
— Cathy Jo Costa

Sun

Mon

1

2

8 8:30 / 11:00

3
CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED
for New Year’s
Holiday

8:30 & 11:00 Worship
9:45 Sunday school

Tue

Wed
4

9:30 Women’s Bible st
5:15 Personnel
5:30 Zumba
6:30 Deacons

6:30 Men’s Ministry
2:00 Women’s Bible st.
5:30 Zumba
5:45 Worship team
7:00 Choir

Thu
5

6:00 Men’s brkfst.
9:30 Women’s Bible st.
5:30 Kick boxing
6:15 Strength training

Fri

Sat

6

7

6:00 Men’s
breakfast

10:00 Zumba

9

10

11

12 6:00 Men’s brkfst.

13

14

(Kids Christmas
musical at 11:00)

9:30 Women’s Bible st
11:45 Kids Zone team

9:30 Women’s Bible st

10:00 Zumba

1:00 S.A.L.T.

5:30 Zumba

6:00 Finance Comm.

9:30 Women’s Bible st.
5:30 Kick boxing
6:15 Strength training
6:00 Trustees

6:00 Men’s
Breakfast

9:45 Sunday school

12:00 Daytimers
2:00 Women’s Bible st.
3:30 Kids Zone
5:30 Zumba
6:30 Middle Sch. Youth
7:00 Choir

Worship

4:00 p.m. Service of
Remembrance

2:00 Book Club

15

16

17

18 6:30 Haven House 19 6:00 Men’s brkfst.

20

21

8:30 & 11:00 Worship
9:45 Sunday school

Martin Luther King, Jr.
Day

9:30 Women’s Bible st

2:00 Women’s Bible st.
3:30 Kids Zone
5:30 Zumba
6:30 Middle Sch.
7:00 Choir

11:00 Food Kitchen
5:30 Kick boxing
6:15 Strength training

6:00 Men’s
breakfast

10:00 Zumba

25

26 6:00 Men’s brkfst. 27

28

9:30 Women’s Bible st.
5:30 Kick boxing
6:15 Strength training

10:00 Zumba

7:00 High School youth

22

CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

23

8:30 & 11:00 Worship
9:45 Sunday school

5:30 Zumba
6:30 Session

24
9:30 Women’s Bible st

9:30 Women’s Bible st
5:30 Zumba

7:00 High School youth

29

5th Sunday

10:00 Worship
11:30 Annual
Celebration/lunch

30

31
9:30 Women’s Bible st

9:30 Women’s Bible st

5:30 Zumba

12:00 Daytimers
2:00 Women
3:30 Kids Zone
5:30 Zumba
6:30 Choir

6:30 R.E.D.I. night

6:00 Men’s
breakfast

Presbytery Meeting at Brookdale Church

Make note of events that were cancelled in December due to the weather and have
been rescheduled for January 8th:
11:00 a.m. - Children’s Christmas Musical “All About that Baby”
4:00 p.m. - Service of Remembrance (for anyone who has lost a loved one.

Kids Zone dinners bring so much unknown. There is the excitement of meal preparation, how
many will come, will anyone come, what gifts should I give the families, will the weather be okay,
all these thoughts go through my mind as we get ready for the big event. The volunteers were
getting salad, garlic bread, lasagna, drinks, and cookies (lots of cookies) ready with such joyful
hearts, it was so fun to be with them serving in the preparation.
Then, the families started arriving, about 90 folks all together. We played games, ate a delicious meal, had conversations, decorated the Christmas star and talked about the wise men. I shared how the wise men keep their focus on
the star that was unlike any other star
they had ever seen. They knew it led
to the one who would bring hope to
our broken world. It was a good night,
where families could sit together and
enjoy the beauty of Christmas.

