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On My Thoughts about Funerals 
 

As a pastor, I prefer officiating funerals over weddings. At 
the time of death, people know they need support. Even if they 
never enter a church or they weren’t people connected with the 
congregation, they mostly appreciate a pastoral presence.  

 

Death is a sobering reality. It forces us to face our own mortality. It forces us to 
question whether we are using the time that we have been given wisely. It makes us 
ask the big questions about why we are really here. As a pastor who can offer hope 
and redemptive purpose during times of pain, funerals are a great opportunity to share 
a gospel with the family. Because Christ did overcome the grave, for those who are in 
Christ, death and the grave do not have the final word and we have a greater hope. I 
love funerals because it is where real gospel hope meets and heals real pain and loss. 

 

We don’t usually like to think about death. It makes us uncomforta-
ble. We don’t like to think about how small and brief our lives really 
are. In Psalm 90:10, Moses says, “The years of our life are  
seventy, or even by reason of strength eighty; yet their span is but 
toil and trouble; they are soon gone, and we fly away.” It means 
that, instead of avoiding thinking about death, numbering our days 
and considering our brevity will give us wisdom. If we know that we 
won’t live forever, that our days are numbered, and that our life is 
short…. that will spur us on with great zeal and purpose.  
 

When I was in school, sometimes I procrastinated. And whenever I 
had an assignment due I would often say, “I don’t need more time, 
I need a deadline.” There is something about time running out that 
makes us do more work better.  
 

Whenever I am at a funeral, I consider the preciousness and brevity of life. As 
approaching All Saints Sunday and Thanksgiving Sunday in November, we should 
think about these; How we spend our time? Are we giving all of our life to the Lord? 
Let us learn to number our days and gain a heart of wisdom.  

 

       Pastor InSun 

leeinsun0202@gmail.com 

Office phone: 776-4114 
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A look at the Darlington numbers 
for September 
 

Income      $ 14,978.60 
Expenses            -              9,307.73 
Difference                $ 5,670.87 
 

2023 Apportionment Total - $26, 669 
Paid YTD - $3,610 
Balance Left for 2023– $22,982 
Percentage paid - 13.58% 

Extra Giving from Offering Envelopes during the 
Month of September and October 
• In Memory of Sally Gorgas given by 

Roger Gorgas. 
• In Memory of Shirley Hendrickson 

given by Debra Strutt. 
• In Memory of Tom Osterday given by 

Owen & Ruth Thompson. 
• In Memory of Betty Thompson given by Owen & 

Ruth Thompson. 
• In Honor of Averlyn Abraham’s birth given by  

Allen & Carolyn Abraham 
 

Add your loved ones or friends to this list by filling 
out your offering envelope and  designating an extra 
amount to be given in Memory or in Honor of  some-
one to celebrate a Birthday or Anniversary. It’s a 
great way to acknowledge those special people in 
your life. Amounts will never be listed! 

3rd Quarter Giving Statements have been 
sent out. Please review  your statement for 
accuracy and let Becky in the office know 

if you have any  discrepancies. 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GIFTS! 

Online Giving & Mobile Giving  

As the trends of giving are changing all the time, remember the Convenience of  
Electronic Giving. The Finance Committee would like to inform you that we have 
started to offer electronic giving as a way to automate your regular offering. Not only 
is electronic giving from a checking, savings account or credit card  
convenient for individual congregation members, but it also provides 
much needed donation consistency for our church. We are also offering 
mobile giving as a way to give as well.  If this is something you would 
be interested in, please contact Becky U in the office for more  
information. As you contemplate future contributions, please consider 
electronic giving.  

Go to https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZJ3M/home for our 
online giving version or download the app in the in your 
Apple App or Google Play enter with church code 
FS4XM7. 
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Bell Ringing 
Please sign up to ring bells for the Salvation 
Army at the Piggly Wiggly. Masks required. 
Money raised in Lafayette County stays in  
Lafayette County. 
December 15 & 16 at the Piggly Wiggly  
Friday 3-4 pm Sat 10-11am 
Friday 4-5 pm Sat 11-12 pm 
Friday 5-6 pm Sat 1-2 pm 
Friday 6-7 pm 
We need 1 person to pick up the 
kettles on Friday from First National Bank and 
return them on Monday. 

We plan to participate in 
the Lafayette County  
Giving Tree at Darlington 
UMC. Please consider  
fulfilling a tag. More  
Information to come, please watch your 
email or  
contact the church office if you are  
interested in taking a tag.  
                                       Thank you! 

Scrip sales cost you nothing and provide support for our church. 
The UMW sells Scrip cards: gift cards to over 750 retailers. 
These cards are sold to you at face value, costing you nothing 
more than you would normally spend. They are purchased 

though a discount, yielding a small profit for the church.  
Sheila Kelly and Becky Cohen are our Scrip coordinators. Either one of them can  
answer questions about the program and get you started. You can even purchase 
scrip on-line for immediate arrival of your printable gift cards.  

UMW Poinsettia Sale to Decorate the Church 
We all love the tradition of decorating the church with Poinsettias during the Christmas  
season. Let’s fill the altar with Poinsettias this year!  You can help by purchasing one  or 
more poinsettias: 

• Complete the order form below 

• Submit this form with $15 (per plant) in an envelope in the collection plate or to the church 

office  

• Checks payable to UMW 

• Last day to order: November 12, 2023 
  
Name: _____________________________________     Phone: _________________________________ 

 

In Memory of: _________________________________________________________________________ 

  

In Honor of: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Choice of color:  _____________ RED      
  

Please make checks payable to UMW. 
 

 

Questions?  Please contact the church office.  
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We mourn with our  community the loss 
of  Betty Thompson  
Her Daughter 
Darci Kluesner 
5690 Cty Rd K 
Blue Mounds, WI 53517 

We mourn with our  community the loss 
of  James Ronnerud  
Susie Hillison 
110 12th Ave  
Monroe, WI 53566 

Former member of the Darlington UMC and its choir Jean N, Temby passed on 
June 10, 2023 at her home in Madison WI. She is survived by her sister Ruth Ellen 
Thompson. A Celebration of life was held for Jean on July 25, 2023 at St Luke 
Episcopal Church in Madison. Our thoughts and prayers are with her family.  

They will be meeting on the following days: 

-The next UWF Meeting - To Be Determined. Watch your emails 
or listen for a phone call if you don’t have email.   

REMINDERS – The SCRIPT Program is a great fund raiser for our Church.  You can 
place an order with Sheila Kelly at  
kellysheila87@gmail.com or 608-482-1141.  Thank you Sheila for your hard work  
directing this important fund raising program! 

The UWF are doing a fundraiser. It is from That’s My Pan. For more information or 
to order online go to thatsmypan.biz/DarlingtonUMW  Or see the product and infor-
mation in the back of the Sanctuary.  
 

Orders are due by December 5, 2023 
Contact Missy Paisley for more information 608-482-2838 

UWF Fundraiser 

If you have a joy, concern or prayer request we 
would like you to share them with Pastor InSun. 
Please email her at leeinsun0202@gmail.com or call 
her at 608-776-4114 to give them to her. Please let us 
know if you would like that to be shared with the  
congregation. 

mailto:kellysheila87@gmail.com
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Class have resumed, and is going great 
so far.  
As always there is a need to have some  
helpers, if you feel called to help out this 

year please contact Jamie Smith. This year the kids lessons will be focusing on  
animals from the bible. 

Classes are Wednesday’s 
@ 6 p.m. – All Grades 



 

 

Thank you to all who donated, served, set up, 
purchased items and help run the Fall Harvest 
Auction. Without you we would not have had 

such a successful night. Thank you to the 
Men’s Group for putting this on. 
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Thank you to all who set up, 
served, delivered and donated 
pies and money to the Roast 

Beef Supper. Without you we 
would not have had such a suc-
cessful night. Thank you to the 

UWF for putting this on. 
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Each month I will post the months list. If 
you would like the whole years, let me 

know and I will get it to you. Or you can get it on the website- NOVEMBER 2023 
                                 (Books of the Prophets continued) 
 

End of Week (Saturday)                 Chapter Completed Check-off 
November 4 –   (21 chapters) Jeremiah 25  ________    
November 11 – (14 chapters) Jeremiah 39  ________ 
November 18 – (21 chapters) Ezekiel 3   ________ 
November 25 – (14 chapters) Ezekiel 17   ________ 
 

NEW TESTAMENT BIBLE READING PLAN SCHEDULE – NOVEMBER 2023 
(Schedule-Read one chapter each weekday to complete the New Testament in one year.) 

 

End of Week (Saturday) Chapter Completed Check-off 
November 4   James 3           ________    
November 11   I Peter 3   ________ 
November 18    II Peter 3   ________ 
November 25   I John 5   ________ 
 

 (Progress Milestone: 235 chapters read – 90.4% of the New Testament) 

Second Harvest Mobile Food 
Pantry will be  Friday  

November 3 at the First  
Baptist Church in Darlington.  

Please “pop” your trunk. 

Darlington Community Food Pantry 
Open Tuesdays and Thursdays, 

10 am to 3 pm 

The Local Food Pantry is taking donations. 
There is a bin in the back of the sanctuary 
if you feel called to help. Thank you for 
your support.  

Fayette Lord’s Acre Auction All Saint’s Day: November 5 
On Sunday, Nov 5 during our  worship, we 
will light a candle and read the names of 
our loved ones who have passed into eter-
nal life in the last year.  
 

WE NEED THE 
NAMES OF YOUR 
LOVED ONES. 
 

If you have lost someone in the last year 
and would like their name shared during 
worship, please get the name to the office 
by phone or email by Monday, October 30. 
 

We will remember with you all of the saints 
that have gone before us into eternal life.  

The “Lord’s Acre Auction” will take place 
at Fayette UMC on Saturday, November 
4.  Lunch begins at 11:00M with the  
auction to follow at 12:30PM. A variety of 
handmade crafts, household items, 
baked goods, certificates from area  
businesses, and more will be available for 
bidding.  
 

Come out and share in the 
fun of this annual fund raising 
event (and bring your family 
& friends too). 
 

Please leave your donation at Fayette 
UMC. 
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                              Darlington & Fayette United Methodist Churches              
 

DAILY BIBLE READING PLAN FOR NOVEMBER 2023  
 

DATE          SCRIPTURE                 TOPIC 
__11/01/23 Revelation 7:9-17  The Great Multitude in White Robes 
__11/02/23 I Thessalonians 2:9-13 Live Lives Worthy of God 

__11/03/23 Psalm 107:1-7, 33-37 Redemption and Blessings 
__11/04/23 Joshua 3:7-17  Miracle of the Jordan River 
  

__11/05/23 Matthew 23:1-12  True Humility 

       (All Saints Sunday) 

__11/06/23 Proverbs 15:28-33  Humility Comes Before Honor  

__11/07/23 Proverbs 3:29-35  Grace for the Humble 
__11/08/23 Isaiah 35:1-10  The Joy of the Redeemed 
__11/09/23 Joshua 24:1-3, 14-25 The Covenant Renewed at Shechem 
__11/10/23 Psalm 78:1-7  Tell the Children God’s Commands 
__11/11/23 I Thessalonians 4:13-18 The Coming of the Lord 

 
__11/12/23   Matthew 25:1-13  The Parable of the Ten Virgins 
__11/13/23 Psalm 123   Plea for Mercy for God’s People 

__11/14/23 Zechariah 7:1-14  Justice and Mercy, Not Fasting 
__11/15/23 Isaiah 65:9-16  The Lord’s Servants Will Rejoice 
__11/16/23 Judges 4:1-7   Deborah – Judge of Israel 
__11/17/23 Isaiah 59:17-21  Redeemer Comes for the Repentant 
__11/18/23 I Thessalonians 5:1-11 The Day of the Lord 

 
__11/19/23 Matthew 25:14-30  The Parable of the Talents 
__11/20/23 II Timothy 1:3-7  Encouragement to Be Faithful 

__11/21/23 II Corinthians 9:6-15 Sowing Generously 
__11/22/23 Psalm 100   Know That the Lord Is God 
__11/23/23 Ephesians 1:15-23  Thanksgiving and Prayer 
       (Thanksgiving Day) 

__11/24/23 I John 3:1-3   Living as Children of God 
__11/25/23 Ezekiel 34:11-24  The Lord and His Sheep (Israelites) 

__11/26/23 Matthew 25:31-46  The Sheep and the Goats 

       (Christ the King/Reign of Christ Sunday) 

__11/27/23 Psalm 80   Prayer for the Restoration of Israel 
__11/28/23 Isaiah 64:1-12  Repenting of Sins 
__11/29/23 II Corinthians 4:1-6 Glory of God in the Face of Christ 
__11/30/23 Deuteronomy 8:6-18  Do Not Forget the Lord 



 

 

P a g e  1 0  N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 3  

I started preach-
ing when I was 
just 18 years 
old. I was invited 
by my home 

pastor to preach, despite my age, because he knew I 
had a call to the ordained ministry. By the time I was 20, 
I had preached a whopping three sermons. With my call 
and this vast amount of experience behind me, I was in-
vited to serve a small, rural congregation in Southeast-
ern Wisconsin as their supply pastor — which basically 
meant I would visit the members in their homes and 
preach every Sunday. And so, in November of my junior 
year of college, I began to preach every Sunday for a 
congregation of 52 people. As I remember my first year 
there, I have fond memories of a group of faithful people 
who had to listen to, probably the worst sermons ever 
given.  
Despite my inexperience, the congregation was very 
supportive — often offering a tip or an encouraging 
word. Particularly, I remember one gentleman who came 
up to me to give me a pat on the back one Sunday 
morning. After a particularly difficult sermon he said that 
he truly enjoyed my messages. A little surprised, I re-
sponded by simply saying, “Really?” He continued by 
saying, “Oh yes. You know, you stand up every Sunday 
and try to tell us about God’s love and grace. But what I 
really like is the fact that, in the whole year you’ve been 
preaching, you’ve never mentioned money once.”  
 
Considering that comment, I suppose it could be seen 
as a bit ironic that my ministry as a part of the Founda-
tion is helping congregations and pastors learn how to 
comfortably talk about money in relation to our faith 
(maybe even excitedly). What I’ve discovered, however, 
is that talking about stewardship is about focusing love 
and grace. It is about helping people realize all the ways 
we are blessed by God, that God has given to us abun-
dantly. God has given us so much, in fact, that we have 
enough to give generously in love for others. I encour-
age you to speak about stewardship boldly. Talk about 
how you have experienced God’s love, grace, and abun-
dance. Share how generosity has transformed your life. 
Talk about the blessings others have experienced in 
your church that are made possible by your community’s 
generosity.  
Rev. Jason Mahnke,  
                         Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation  

Practice Makes 
Perfect 

November Lectionary 
 

November 5 
23rd Sunday after Pentecost 

All Saints Sunday 
Joshua 3:7-17 

Psalm 107:1-7, 33-37 
1 Thessalians 2:9-13  

Matthew 23:1-12 
 

November 12 
24th Sunday after Pentecost 

Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25 
Psalm 78:1-7 

1 Thessalians 4:13-18  
Matthew 25:1-13 

 

November 19 
25th Sunday after Pentecost 

Judges 4:1-7 
Psalm 123 

1 Thessalians 5:1-11  
Matthew 25:14-30 

 

November 23 
Lections for Thanksgiving Day 

Deuteronomy 8:7-18 
Psalm 65 

2 Corinthians 9:6-15 
Luke 17:11-19 

 
November 26 

26th Sunday after Pentecost 
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 

Psalm 100 
Ephesians 1:15-23 
Matthew 25:31-46 



 

 

November Liturgists 
 

Nov 5     D– Nancy Fisker 
              F– Pam Gould 
 

Nov 12    D– Joan Thompson 
              F–  Ron Ingwell 
 

Nov 19    D– Judy Whalen 
               F– Lance Lansing 
 

Nov 26    D– Kent Miehe 
               F– Ron Ingwell 

November Ushers  
Nov 5    Cathy Paulson 
    Beaver Paulson 
    Ryder Fitzsimons 
    Dawson Douglas 
 

Nov 12   Cheryl Chiaverotti 
    Todd Chiaverotti 
    Paige Douglas 
    Pierce Thompson 
 

Nov 19    Nick Zuberbuhler 
    Jason Hendrickson 
    Zoie Zuberbuhler 
    Ava Hendrickson 
 

Nov 26  Tim Osterday 
    Dick Allendorf 
    Ryder Fitzsimons 
    Dawson Douglas 

Sneak peak at Dec 3 
Liturgist: D– Kent Miehe 
                F– Ron Ingwell 
 

Ushers:    Beaver Paulson 
                Cathy Paulson 
                Remie Nyffenegger 
                Aubrey McCarthy 
 

Acolytes: Maicy Norgard 
                Ryley Burbach 

November Acolytes 
 

Nov 5     Rya Fitzsimons 
     Chesne Fink 
 

Nov 12    Maicy Norgard 
               Ryley Burbach 
 

Nov 19     Coby Lancaster 
      Evan Komprood 
 

Nov 26    Rya Fitzsimons 
      Chesne Fink 
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Worship Leaders Needed: 
Please consider being a Sunday morning worship leader. People of 
all ages, who are willing to read, and sit by Pastor on Sunday morn-
ings can serve as a worship leader. We would like to increase our 
list of willing worship leaders so that you would be called on one 
time every other month to serve. Please let the church office know 
of your willingness to serve. 
 

Ushers Needed: 
There will be a sign up sheet on the back table in the sanctuary for 
you to sign up from January to May of 2024. Please consider usher-
ing.  

Nov 1  Cruz Fink 
Nov 1   Mark Gossens 
Nov 2   SunJung Hwang 
Nov 2  Lorraine Zee 
Nov 5  Megan Whitford 
Nov 5  Mikayla Riley 
Nov 6  Tyson Miehe 
Nov 6  Maddox Goebel 
Nov 10 Donna Havens 
Nov 10 Ted Thomas 
Nov 10 Greg Zuberbuhler 
Nov 10 Rodney Weinbrenner 
Nov 11 Boyer Watters 
Nov 12 Carol Miehe 
Nov 14 Allen Abraham 

Nov 17 Emily Flesher 
Nov 17 Jason Tyson 
Nov 18 Laurie Mathias 
Nov 19 Connor Schwoob 
Nov 20 Cassie Havens 
Nov 21 Cathy McConnell 
Nov 25 Harold Morrison 
Nov 25 Justin Harris-Davis 
Nov 26 Kari Blosch 
Nov 26 Kelsi Erickson 
Nov 26 Kay Schulte 
Nov 27 Lisa Sauer 
Nov 27 Todd Pettijohn 
Nov 28 Ethan Gossens 
Nov 29 Jared Brown 
Nov 30 Rebecca Garrison 
Nov 30 Chris Wesenberg 
Nov 30 Janie Wagner 

  

Nov 1  Bryan & Lora Brown 
Nov 6   SunJung Hwang & InSun Lee 
Nov 11 Scott & Monica Wiegel 
Nov 17 Jeff & Missy Watters 
Nov 20 Gary & Linda Bawden 
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