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“Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.” Matthew 25:40
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Our Fundamental Beliefs Guide Our Compassion Ministries
The food pantry recently passed the over 15,000 served since it
opened. We have identified and certified almost 800 families in
need of emergency food. Since January 1, 2017 we have distributed
over 7000 pounds of high quality food. Twenty seven volunteers
have given over 300 hours of their time to aid the needy and be a
witness to the love of God. I recently had a brief but very thought
provoking conversation with one of the volunteers. It is evident that
this woman loves the lord, and shows it to everyone. She is a visible carrier of the compassion of God. She illustrates the value of all
people, she relates to them, she makes them smile. After observing
her praying with a client I said to her, “you must have had a revival
in the worship service Sunday.” Her response has really given me
something to think about. She responded, “This service today is my
worship. I pray, meditate on scripture, and praise God as we give
out food every Tuesday. I do not see why people think hiding behind stained glass windows and withdrawn from the world is the
only form of worship. I don’t think that is even biblical.” Is compassion ministry worship? I guess it depends on your theology.
I think of at least four fundamental beliefs a Christian may hold
that helps answer that question. The first is what we believe about
the bible. Many Christians affirm that the Holy Bible was written
by men devinly inspired. That God is its author, and all Christian
beliefs, creeds, actions, and conduct can be based upon its standards. God’s compassion is shown in over 200 scriptural references
throughout the Bible. Scriptures give us implicit guidance in 1 John
3:17, “But whom has the worlds goods and seeth one in need and
shutteth off his compassion, how dwells the love of God in that
man?”
The second fundamental belief that helps us clarify our approach to
compassion ministry is our view of God. Have we internalized, or
taken to heart, the belief that God is a God of love, mercy, and
compassion? Does He want to sanctify, regenerate, and save all
men? If we do then compassion ministries give us a place to put
that belief to work. (Continued on page 2)

REC provided backpacks and school
supplies to Heritage Christian Academy

Randy C. Davis , Executive Director of
TBC welcomes Judy to the Tennessee
Baptist Missions Board.

Thank you to The Central Baptist WMU of Fountain City (Knoxville, TN) for your generous donation and hospitality!

Thanks to Walmart Foundation Volunteerism Always Pays program, REC Volunteer
Jimmy Roberson earned $500 for REC
Ministries! Any Walmart employee who
volunteers with REC Ministries can earn
$250 for every 25 hours of volunteer service.

Fundamental Beliefs (continued from page 1)
We are able to transfer our faith into real life situations, and what was just a theory
becomes real practice.
I think how we answer the question of , Who is man?, will be indicated in our compassion ministry. The Bible says that man was created in God’s image. That he
was holy until he voluntarily sinned. Everyone took on this sin and is need of a
savior. This sin caused everyone to have a relationship problem. Those that minister and those that are ministered to have a problem. One can not fix the real
core problem until restoration of a relationship with God is found. I believe that
that is where many compassion ministries fall short. There exists a need to aid in
the spiritual restoration of lives as well as short-term ministry. The provision of
tangible goods like food, education, housing, and clothing must be accompanied
by the strength of the Holy Spirit and a robust discipleship program (mentoring).
Finally, Who is Jesus Chirst? And how did He show compassion of God? The
Bible says Jesus is God’s son and yet He is God with us. He showed us who and
what God is. He showed us that God is a God of love, mercy, and compassion.
He illustrated that in innumerable acts of kindness wherever He went. And He
taught His disciples that He was the light of the world and when He went away
that His disciples were to be that light of the world by doing the things that He did.
If a Christian internalizes this belief it becomes empowering and energizing. I
thank God that many of you are showing the love of God by faithfully “doing missions” at the food pantry. And I thank those who because of physical or time limitations have found a way to continue Jesus’ ministry by providing financial support, praying and encouragement on a regular basis. Roger Hansard

Jensen Zearley is the 2017 scholarship recipient from Regional Education Center Ministries

Jeff Lewis (right) of First
State Financial presented
a check for $500 to Roger Hansard Director of
Regional Education Center Ministries. The money
will be used to purchase
food for the 850 families
that have been identified
to receive help. Over
7,000 pounds of food will
be provided with this
money.

RA’s and GA’s , older Mission Friends, and youth from First Baptist New Tazewell visited the REC Ministry Center to learn about the various ways REC shares Jesus. The
children participated by packing food bags for clients.

We are grateful to our
many ministry partners for your support.
Without you, we
could not do the work
God has called us to.

We are thankful for our church partners!
“And let us not grow
weary of doing good,
for in due season we
will reap, if we do not
give up.” Galatians 6:9
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Joe Sorah , TBC Compassion Ministries, Roger & Judy Hansard REC
Ministries & Kathy & Dewy Aiken, NAMB ARM Missionaries @ REC

We were blessed to host a group of Baptist men and women from the
North Carolina Baptist Association and the North Carolina Baptist
Men’s group for compassion ministry training in April. We were
pleased to have ARM NAMB Missionaries Kathy & Dewy Aiken and
Joe Sorah the TBC Compassion Ministries Director with us.
Thank you to all our ministry partners for your prayers and financial support.
Thank you for coming along side us in ministry.
Blessings , Judy & Roger
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