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FBC Food Pantry:

Evangelism Outreach or Discipleship Program?

Roger Hansard

When Matthew 28 says “Go and make disciples,” was he talking about
evangelism or discipleship training? The New Testament actually illustrates that they are part of the same process. Recently that fact was
brought to my attention when a long-time church member expressed his
excitement of sharing his testimony and leading someone to Christ at the
Food Pantry. This man had considered himself a disciple of Christ for
many years. He had been a member of the local church, taught Sunday
School classes, and held church offices, but had always considered evangelism reserved for the pastor and optional equipment for the Christian.
The New Testament actually indicates that every disciple of Christ will be
a part of evangelism. Sharing the gospel is necessary to a growing life in
Christ. As one works in any of the compassion ministries sponsored by
the church like the food pantry, gospel conversations develop with the
converted and the non-converted. This forces the disciple to better articulate the truths of the Bible. As Philemon said, “I pray that you may be
active in sharing your faith, so that you will have a full understanding of
every good thing we have in Christ.” Christians are told to love God and
their neighbor. The food pantry allows church members to tangibly show
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Welcome our little cuTie Emma
Grace Hansard, born July 13 to
proud parents Morgan and Jordan
Hansard!
Thanks to Walmart Foundation Volunteerism Pays program, REC Volunteer Jimmy
Roberson earned $750 for REC Ministries! Any Walmart employee who volunteers
with REC Ministries can earn $250 for every 25 hours of volunteer hours.

Bad Things Do Happen to Good People

Rose Ann Clark

Sometimes things happen that are out of your control. Things may seem to be
going smoothly then all of a sudden you are struggling. This is what happened to
a young single mother I know. After a series of bad things happening, starting off
with her being involved in a wreck (not her fault), because the other person’s insurance dragged their feet for almost a month, she had no car and could not get
to work.
Needless to say, the company she worked for was not happy. They did not fire
her but she was given a client in Farragut and was only working one day a week
(having to borrow a car). We all know you cannot pay bills and survive on working
one day a week. She didn’t know what she was going to do. This is where I enter
the picture.
After talking to her and praying with her, we sat down and made a plan. Was this
what she wanted and where she wanted to be? No! But sometimes you have to
do what is best for you and your child. So our journey began.

LMU Freshmen painted barrels for
REC food collection service project

First she had to apply for housing. After a few weeks God opened a door and she
was able to move in. She and her child moved into an empty apartment with nothing. So here I go, yes, asking for donations of everything. In three weeks her
apartment is 90% furnished. How did this happen so fast? Friends, First Baptist
Church New Tazewell, and REC Ministries! Every day this young lady calls me
and tells me how grateful she is. She has said that a month ago she had no idea
what to do or where to turn, but she prayed.
This is only one story of how people are helped, especially through REC Ministries. Does this young lady have all brand new items? No. Does she have everything? No. Is wat she has sufficient and did God and God’s people provide? YES!
She is still in need of a few bigger items such as washer and dryer. Also, she still
has no car. It’s hard to get out and find a job without transportation, so these are a
few things still on our prayer list. Please say a prayer for this young lady and that
God will use this situation for His glory. I personally want to say THANK YOU to
REC Ministries and FBC New Tazewell for going over and above what was asked
or expected. God is good all the time and all the time God is good!

LMU Women of Service partner with
REC Ministries to open a food
pantry on campus to serve students,
faculty and staff.

REC
Welcomes New
Ministry
Assistant
Debbie Cheatham, Ministry
Assistant for REC and
AmeriCorps volunteer,
joined REC Ministries in late
July.
Photo above shows Hayley
Davis, Program Assistant
with AmeriCorps (left) and
Judy Hansard with REC
(right) welcoming Debbie to
AmeriCorps and REC Ministries.
Debbie joins Ministry
Assistant and AmeriCorps
Volunteer Rhonda Roberson
at the REC Ministries office
in Harrogate. You can reach
Debbie or Rhonda at
423-441-5050.

REC
Ministry
Assistant
and
AmeriCorps
Volunteer
Rhonda
Roberson
shown
representing REC
at a
recent
Parent/ Teacher event at Forge
Ridge School.

Baptist Center located at 150 Nettleton Road in Harrogate, home of REC Ministries.

REC Ministries Opens
Additional Office
REC Ministries has opened an additional office at the Baptist Center located at 150 Nettleton Road in Harrogate, Tennessee. Cumberland Gap Baptist Association (CGBA) has partnered with REC
to ensure we have enough space for our administrative office and
classroom space for community education classes. We are very
thankful and excited to have this additional space! Our new phone
number is 423-441-5050. The FBC Food Pantry behind the Tazewell courthouse at 1724 Eppes Street will remain open on Tuesdays between 9am-12n for food distribution. The number at the
FBC Food Pantry remains 423-626-6401 but is only answered on
Tuesdays. We invite you to visit our new facility any week day
between the hours of 8am and 3:30pm.
We are thankful for our church partners!

Central Baptist of Knoxville provided backpacks
and school supplies

FBC Cumberland Gap
distributed backpacks
filled with school supplies

Midway Baptist Church
donated hygiene products
to REC

FBC Food Pantry (Continued from Page 1)
that love by handing out food, smiles, prayers, and meeting other needs
of the community. When that interaction with the community occurs, that
love deepens and our sight broadens for the real need for the gospel
salvation of our neighbor.
As one serves as a disciple of Christ, he becomes committed to leading
another person to Christ, and nurturing that person until they can lead
someone to Christ and begin to nurture them. So the cycle of evangelism
and discipleship goes on. Thus, the Food Pantry gives the church member a place to grow as a disciple and to share in a natural environment of
service. They continue to evangelize and disciple until another is able to
repeat the process. One church member discipled a young lady who
rededicated her life to becoming a disciple of Christ. This young lady soon
evangelized her daughter, her son-in-law and grandchildren, and all were
baptized. Pray that this new generation of Christians will continue in the
faith.
When it comes to the question of the food pantry, maybe it is not a
question of “either/or” but a question of “one and the same.” Please get
involved in the exciting process going on at the FBC Food Pantry or some
other compassion ministry sponsored by the church.
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