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Learning Loving and Leading 
 

What did you learn about loving, learning and leading this 
summer? I learned that sometimes what I take for granted, 

what I do as someone in the community, reveals love to 
others. Revealing love was not my motive, but it was the 

result. I learned that the three often go hand in hand. Loving children often 
is leading them but also learning from them. I am also learning that play 

and rest are as important to loving, learning and leading as work is. 
This summer we engaged at least 10 children in Vacation Bible 

School. We sent a child to camp for a week. Many people were engaged in 

running the food pantry and many more were engaged in receiving from 

the food pantry. The porch at the Parsonage was painted by the Trustees 

and many little things that make a big difference were done around the 

church. Work in the church library is ongoing and a new adult class was 

started in a member’s home. These are but a small sampling of ways we 

have been engaged in loving, learning and leading. 

I hope your summer gave you time to reflect on these things as my 

summer gave me the opportunity to. I believe our church is growing in 

exciting ways. Learning, loving and leading are important aspects of why 

we do what we do and how we measure our effectiveness in ministry. 

Outreach, inreach, worship and stewardship are important places of 

engagement for us this fall. I hope you will look for the places that fit into 

your puzzle of loving, learning and leading and, how you fit into the puzzles 

of others and the community in offering your time, treasure and talent to 

love, learn and lead. 

Blessings,  

Pastor Brian 

our 
   United Methodist Church                  Clifton Springs 

 

 



What is disaffiliation? It is when a group or organization ends its 

official connection with another group. With regard to the UMC at 

the current time, it involves the choice of a local congregation to 

sever ties with the United Methodist denomination. There is a lengthy 

and somewhat complicated method in order for this to happen. 

Pastor Brian has included the following information in an attempt to 

clarify the process for churches who decide to take this step after 

learning about the probable changes that lie ahead. 

This is extremely important because, should CSUMC desire to 
disaffiliate, we need to know the procedure and the timeline. 
 
1. Financial Obligations: 
a. Apportionments: Any unpaid apportionments for the twelve (12) 
months immediately prior to the Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by 
the Annual Conference; AND an additional twelve (12) months of 
apportionments, as calculated by the Annual Conference. 
b. Pension Obligations: An amount equal to the Local Church’s pro 
rata share, as determined by the Annual Conference, of the Annual 
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual 
Conference’s aggregate funding obligations as determined by the 
General Board of Pension and Health Benefits using market factors 
similar to a commercial annuity provider. 
c. Other Conference Obligations (¶ 2553.4a): The Local Church must 
settle the following additional conference obligations: 

i. Property/liability insurance arrearages. 
ii. Health insurance arrearages. 
iii. Comprehensive Protection Program (CPP) arrearages. 
iv. Pension arrearages. 
v. Salary and benefits –The Local Church must pay its appointed 
clergy’s compensation and benefits through the end of the 
appointment year immediately following the effective date of 
disaffiliation if the appointed clergy remains in the United 
Methodist Church and is unable to be appointed elsewhere. 
vi. Conference held loan funds paid in full. 
vii. Other Conference related debts. 

d. Other Financial Liabilities: The Local Church shall either satisfy all 
its debts, loans, and liabilities, or assign or transfer such obligations 



to its new entity. The Local Church must provide sufficient 
documentation of same to the Annual Conference. 
e. Transfer Costs: Any costs resulting from such transfers or other 
transactions, including, but not limited to, all closing costs, and, 
specifically including the cost of any application for New York State 
Supreme Court or Attorney General approval of such transfer and 
all attorneys’ fees associated with such transfer, shall be borne by 
the Local Church. 

2. Legal Obligations: 
a. Intellectual Property: The Local Church shall cease all use of 
“United Methodist,” the Cross & Flame insignia, and any other 
intellectual property of the denomination and the Annual 
Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the 
same. 
b. Group Tax Exemption Ruling: As of the Disaffiliation Date, the 
Local Church shall cease to use, and also shall ensure that any 
affiliates of the Local Church which have been included in the 
group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all 
documentation stating the Local Church is included in the 
denomination’s group tax exemption ruling administered by the 
General Council on Finance and Administration of The United 
Methodist Church. 
d. Indemnification: The Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and 
hold harmless the Annual Conference and its officers, directors, 
agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including 
reasonable attorney fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause 
of action for damages to persons or property resulting from the 
Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by the 
Disaffiliation Agreement. 

3. Other Terms and Conditions (¶ 2553.4): 
a. Records: The Local Church shall then turn over to the Annual 
Conference copies of church archives, membership rolls, historical 
documents related to funerals, baptisms, weddings, minutes, etc. 
c. Continuing as Plan Sponsor: Nothing in the Disaffiliation 
Agreement shall prevent the Local Church, after the Disaffiliation 
Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General 
Board of Pension and Health Benefits to the extent permitted by 



federal law and provided the Local Church has not expressly 
resolved Upper New York Conference Board of Trustees  
d. Audited Financial Statement or Sworn Statement of Assets and 
Liabilities: The Local Church shall provide the Conference Board of 
Trustees with an audited financial statement or a sworn statement 
of assets and liabilities that indicates the current assets and 
liabilities of the Local Church.  

4. Schedule and Deadlines for Completion of Steps: To give 
congregations sufficient time to ensure clear communication, broad 
involvement, and diligent execution of the disaffiliation process, the 
Conference Board of Trustees will consider applications in three 
groups: 

c. Group #3: 
i. Application to Proceed: submitted by March 1, 2023. 
ii. Church Conference Vote: completed no later than April 1, 2023. 
iii. Finalization of Disaffiliation Agreement: completed no later 
than May 1, 2023. 
iv. Annual Conference Vote: during regular June 2023 annual 
conference session. 

5. Other Considerations: 
a. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all its obligations within 
the time period prescribed in the Disaffiliation Agreement, the 
Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void. 
b. Under ¶ 2553, all disaffiliations by local churches under this 
section must be completed no later than December 31, 2023. 

 

 

Are you wondering what the fuss is all about? 

Following worship on September 11th, we as a 

congregation have the opportunity to watch our Bishop 

Mark Webb’s address to the laity regarding the issues our 

denomination is facing, and which will have a profound effect on the future 

of our church. 

Please plan to stay for the video followed by a question and answer time. 

A time for decision-making is coming quickly.   



  

Have you missed the fellowship after worship that 

we lost to COVID? Well, we have good news! 

Coffee hour will restart on September 18th 

following worship services and continue as before. 

Please contact Melissa Lenhart if you want to sign 

up to help in any way. 

 
 

 

Sunday School Startup is scheduled for September 

18th after worship.  There will be classes/activities 

for all ages thru adult, so plan to join one of the 

groups! 

 

 

Church leaders, 

mark your calendars: 

The date for our CHARGE 

CONFERENCE has been set for 

Saturday October 29th at 11:00 am at 

the church. 



 

 

 

There is going to be a ham dinner on September 22nd at 6 pm in the 

GRACE Center, a fundraiser for the replacement of our church’s balcony 

pew cushions for a Boy Scout Eagle Project 

Hope to see you there! 

Peter Mueller 

 

 

United Women in Faith (formerly UMW) will be holding an Arts and 
Craft Event, including Homemade Baked Goods. 

Saturday October 22nd 9am till 1pm in the GRACE Center 

at the Clifton Springs United Methodist Church. 

The theme for the event will for both Fall/Winter and 
Thanksgiving/Christmas. 

Booths are available for vendors for $20 for one 8-foot 

table.  Registration forms will be available shortly. 

The always popular White Elephant table will be available for any of 
those treasures you are looking to pass on for others. 

Additionally, for the Festival of Lights in December, the UMW is 
planning is having a table in front of the church offering Chili and 
cookies. We’re looking for help as well as cookie bakers. 

Please let me know if you have any questions or wish to volunteer. 

Laura DeCracker 



 

 

Hello United Methodists, 

Just a quick update on what has been happening in the Trustee 

arena.   

Our biggest project at the moment is getting the tub replaced at the 

parsonage.  Cindy noticed a crack in the bottom the other day and 

we quickly got quotes on what it would cost to repair the tub/shower 

stall.  Looks like it will cost in the range of $7,500 to $9,000.  Not 

cheap but we are glad to have lined up a reputable plumber that can 

get it done in the next 6 weeks before the floor totally rots out.   

We did put a small team together to paint the front porch of the 

parsonage over a few Saturdays this summer.  Thank you to Dave 

Webb for being young enough to be on his knees the whole time we 

painted.   

While we are handing out thanks, a big thank you to Roman and 

Lucas Smith as they caught up on all the nagging maintenance items 

that needed to be done.  They also teamed up with Connie Jones and 

Nick to keep the lawns mowed this summer.  Looks good.  Thank you 

again for all the good help.   

One item that is coming up is the Boy Scout bankruptcy settlement.  

Sounds like the higher ups in the church would like us to end the 

charter agreement that we have with Troop 59 and start a “facility 

use agreement?  Not sure what this is all going to entail.  I’m sure 

more details will come forward in the next couple of months.   

That’s what we have been up to lately. 

Thank you and God bless, 

John B. Mueller 



Volunteers Needed 
 

The House of 

John is a 

residence for 

the terminally 

ill and their 

families.  Staff 

and volunteers 

provide 

physical care, 

emotional 

support and spiritual sustenance as residents approach end of 

life. Volunteering here at the House can be a rich experience, 

one that binds our House of John family together, enriches the 

greater community and makes a difference every day in the 

lives of our residents and their loved ones. 

 

Training and orientation are provided for  

all volunteer caregivers. 

Initially, prospective volunteers shadow with a seasoned 

volunteer to become acquainted with the House. Following 

volunteer training, new volunteers are always paired  

with an experienced caregiver. 
 

We invite you to check our website for pictures of the inside of 

our wonderful home and to view a short video: 

 

http://www.houseofjohn.org/ 



 

 

 

Donations can be made to CSUMC 

directly from the website through 

our secure online donation 

software. Please consider making your donation online using 

your computer or phone. The website address is 
http://csumc.com, or scan here  

  

http://csumc.com/


 

 

Choir Corner 

 

Here we are at the beginning of another season for our church choir.  

It seems like it has been a short summer, but I always look forward to 

making music and worshipping with this wonderful group of singers. 

We are starting right in with rehearsals for both weekly anthems and 

our Christmas Cantata.  We hope to be able to present some of our 

cantata music during the Festival of Lights celebration, which occurs 

early in December, so an earlier-than-normal start for rehearsals is in 

order.  I’ll fill you in more about this year’s Christmas Cantata in next 

month's newsletter. 

I’m in the process of selecting anthems for the Sundays up to New 

Years.  If you have a favorite hymn or song that you would like to 

hear the choir present, I’ll take your requests for the next couple of 

weeks while I finish the selections.  We love to enhance our worship 

together by presenting music that helps bring us closer to the God 

we love and the One who loves us even more! 

Blessings, 

David Hamilton 

  



 

 

September Birthdays  
 

1   Amanda Spence 

2   Brenda Brickle, Jason Wertz 

6   Jay Smith, Jessie Kauder 

7   Carol Wertz 

8   Allison Ranger 

9   Carol Wohlhueter,  

   Austin Yates, Dan King.  

   Terron Schoonerman, 

   Glenn Shultes,  

   Clarice Trautman 

11   Nancy Busby,  

   Linda Youngman,  

   Jacqueline MacCammon 

13   Jade Schoonerman,  

   Lorrie Spence 

14   Brendan Kauder,  

   Darlene Romeiser 

15   Leland Paul Braun 

16   Lynda Schwab,  

   Randy Thurston Jr. 

18   Thomas Mueller,  

   Emma Ranger,  

   Ethan Shedenhelm 

20   Matthew Mattoon,  

   Don Romeiser,  

   Keith VanDuyne,  

   Sullivan Kemak 

21    Caroline Strub,  

   Collin Bowman 

22   Spencer Linsner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

25   Nikki Delpriore,  

   Abigail Spence,  

   Howard Hughson,  

   Brenda Nudd, 

   Kaylin Thurston 

26   Jane Hahn 

27   Cody Schmitt, Debbie Herry,  

   Jim Snow, Jenny Levine 

30   Breeyn Bengtson 

 

September Anniversaries 
 

1   Patrick & Jessica Spence,    

   James & Val Allen 

2   Becky & Mark Goodman 

5   Nikki and Danny Delpriore 

11   Lynn and Lorrie Spence,  

   Jim & Cathy Snow,  

   Carol & Ed Wertz 

14  Jim and Kris Conners 

29  Penny Sue and Roman Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

If information is  

incorrect or missing,  

please email newsletter@csumc 

so it can be updated. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:csumcsecretary@gmail.com


 

 

 

Kids' Pantry Update 

 
The implementation of the Food Ministry for CSUMC is managed by a 

committee of volunteers: 

Connie Jones 

Pat Gordner   

Paul Welker 

Steele Hahn 

Steve Strub 

They are always looking for help with the running of the cupboard. At most 

it would take 2 to 3 hours a month to help with various duties. I.E., stocking 

shelves, packing boxes, removing cardboard to trash bin, meeting food 

deliveries once a month on a Mon morning or packing bags for delivery to 

Spa Apartments. 

If you can help continue with the important work of our Lord, please 

contact one of the above. 

 
The Food pantry is open on the 3rd Thursday of every month.  In September 
this is on the 15th from 5:30-7:00. 
 
Drive up to the GRACE Center door and remain in your car.  Someone will 
come to you.

 

Remember that the 1st Sunday of every month is food 

donation Sunday – bring your contributions to church! 

 

Items almost always needed include: 

Juice - Large Bottles; Canned Fruit; Fruit Cups; 

Pasta Sauce; Ketchup; Mustard; Rice; Cereal 

  



 
 
 
 
 
Sun.   Sept 4     9:30 - 10:30 am     Worship* – sanctuary 
   9:30 - 10:30 am  Kid’s Pantry donations accepted 

Wed. Sept 7  6:30 – 8:00  Trustees 

Sun. Sept 11 9:30 - 10:30 am   Worship – sanctuary 

   10:30-12:00  Bishop Webb’s Laity Address** 

Tue. Sept 13 6:30 – 8:00 pm  Finance Committee 

Thur. Sept 15 5:30 - 7:00 pm     Food Pantry Distribution 

Sun. Sept 18 9:30 - 10:30 am   Worship – Sanctuary w/coffee hr 

Tue. Sept 20 6:30 –7:30 pm   COM Meeting 

Sat. Sept 22 6:00 pm  Ham Dinner 

Sun. Sept 25 9:30 - 10:30 am   Worship – Sanctuary w/coffee hr 

 
 
To add an event to the church calendar, please send email 
information to administrator@csumc.com by the 15th of the month 
previous to the event. 
 
 

*All Worship services are livestreamed and can be viewed online 

using http://csumc.freeonlinechurch.com or on our YouTube channel. 

 

** Essential information about the current issues facing the United 

Methodist denomination, and the future of our congregation. 

Please plan to attend.  There will be a video followed by a time of 

questions and answers. 

mailto:administrator@csumc.com


Church Contacts 

 
Pastor Church Administrator 
    Rev. Brian Fellows     David Hamilton 
    (315) 462-2274 church     (315) 462-2274 church 
    pastorbrianfellows@gmail.com       administrator@csumc.com  
  

Council on Ministries Missions 
    Rev. Brian Fellows     Sandy McIntrye 
    (315) 462-2274 church     (315) 521-2201 
    pastor@csumc.com      danandsandy@hotmail.com 
  

Trustees Finance 
    John Mueller     Laura DeCracker 
    (315) 462-6194     (315) 945-0799 
    trustees@csumc.com       ldecracker@outlook.com 
  

Christian Education and Youth Worship 
    (315) 462-2274 church     Melissa Lenhart 

    Education@csumc.com      (315) 521-9227 

          malenhart@rochester.rr.com 
  

United Women in Faith Music Ministry 
   Laura DeCracker      David Hamilton 
   (315) 945-0799     607-749-9704 
   ldecracker@outlook.com     music@csumc.com 
  

Food Ministry Ushers 
    Steve Strub/Connie Jones     Steve Strub 

    (585) 208-6447 / 315-573-9752     (585) 208-6447 

    kidspantry@csumc.com     ushers@csumc.com 
  

Funeral Receptions SPRC 
    Cherry McIntyre / Sharon Ranger     Gail Conners 
    (585) 526-5811 / (315)521-2799     (585) 746-2922 
prmac3@aol.com    cookin1231@gmail.com      gailaconners@gmail.com 
  

Prayer Chain Librarian 
   Gail Conners     Mary Zingerella 
   (585) 746-2922     (315) 462-2274 church 

   prayers@csumc.com    secretary@csumc.com  

  
Treasurer Historian 
    David Hamilton     Jim Conners 
    (315) 462-2274 church     (585) 746-6921 
    treasurer@csumc.com      jconners@rochester.rr.com 
  

 

mailto:pastorbrianfellows@gmail.com
mailto:administrator@csumc.com
mailto:pastor@csumc.com
mailto:danandsandy@hotmail.com
mailto:trustees@csumc.com
mailto:ldecracker@outlook.com
mailto:Education@csumc.com
mailto:malenhart@rochester.rr.com
mailto:ldecracker@outlook.com
mailto:prmac3@aol.com
mailto:cookin1231@gmail.com
mailto:gailaconners@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@csumc.com
mailto:treasurer@csumc.com
mailto:jconners@rochester.rr.com
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