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Learning Loving and Leading 
 

One of the things I love about the United Methodist 

Church is connectionism. We are connected to other 

United Methodist congregations through many 

missions and ministries. I believe that because of my experiences 

with being a connectional church, I see many ways that 

communities are connected to each other. One of the places I 

served as pastor made a five-year commitment through the 

volunteer in mission program to support a community in 

Mississippi with hurricane relief. When flooding happened in the 

community I was serving in, our church hosted groups through 

volunteers in mission to help our community recover. For 

eighteen years the church ran the concession stand for little league 

and split the profits from the stand with little league to fund 

mission trips to Red Bird Mission in Kentucky. It was a great way 

to get youth involved with the home community learning 

valuable skill such as inventory and how to handle and count 

money as well as the teamwork necessary for good mission 

experiences outside of the home community.  

 One of the things I dislike is a sense that the challenges of other 

communities are not challenges our community faces; challenges 

such as homelessness, drug abuse, hate and intolerance. The two 

ideas clash in the unfolding investigation of the violence in 

Buffalo that happened May 14. The realization that it happened at 

a Tops Market, and we have a Tops Market in our town was one 

shock. Realizing that Buffalo is only 88 miles from Clifton Springs 

our 
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is a second shock. The fact that he was a part of a community in 

Broome County, similar to our community is a shock to many. 

The shock grows deeper when some people learn of the hatred the 

young man holds and the ideals he holds. Then to know that local 

authorities and community people in his school knew, 

investigated, and cleared him; it is all shocking. 

 As we consider loving, learning and leading we need to realize 

we are all connected. Loving our neighbor as we want to be loved 

is part of scripture. I know this snippet of scripture does not tell 

the whole story of what Christ was teaching at that moment, but 

please consider that what happens in our community matters. It 

affects our own community as well as other communities. Our 

children will grow up, they might stay here, they might go away 

to other communities and return someday, or they might move on 

to other places. What do they take with them from this place? Did 

we teach them the ways of Christ? Did we challenge them to love 

people who are different? Did we teach them how to interact with 

other people, to not judge, and yet keep themselves from danger? 

Do they know where to find the peace Christ offers and do they 

know the difference between the peace the world offers, and the 

peace Christ offers?  

 These are difficult questions with no simple and easy universal 

answers. These questions are things we MUST wrestle with here 

because we send people from our community to other 

communities. It is important that we bloom where we are planted 

because blossoms turn to fruit. Fruit produces seed, and the seed 

in the fruit we produce WILL be planted in places far from us. 

What are we passing on, will it reveal our ability to love, learn 

and lead? 

Blessings,  

Pastor Brian 



We need your help! It is time to put 

together a team for Vacation Bible School 

July 31 to August 4. Where is your gift and 

passion for this ministry? We need 

decision makers to help us pick a 

curriculum.  

We need logistics to plan schedules and facility usage. We need 

creative people to bring the Bible to life for the young people we will 

engage. We need people to relate to adults and young adults so that 

the relationships are nurtured. There is a place for you. If you have an 

interest, please let Pastor Brian or Sharon Ranger know so we can 

include you. If you plan to be present for the Vacation Bible School 

you will need to plan to attend a Safe Sanctuary Training and have a 

background check done. Pastor Brian will be offering at least one 

training and other trainings are available through the Annual 

Conference. Talk to Pastor Brian for a volunteer packet to get the ball 

rolling. 



The Man Who Inspired Fathers’ Day Was a  

Single Dad to 14 kids! 

 

William Jackson Smart was a twice-married, twice-widowed Civil 

War veteran and father of 14 children, one of whom dedicated her 

life to the creation of Father’s Day in honor of her devoted and 

selfless dad. 

The story goes that William’s daughter, Sonora Smart Dodd, was 

attending one of the first official Mother’s Day services in 1909 at her 

church in Spokane, Washington, when she had an epiphany—if 

mothers deserved a day in honor of their loving service, why not 

fathers? 

When Sonora was 16, her mother Ellen died, leaving William as a 

single father to Sonora and her five younger brothers. And by 

Sonora’s account, he performed brilliantly.  “I remember everything 

about him,” Sonora said many years later to the Spokane Daily 

Chronicle. “He was both father and mother to me and my brothers 

and sisters.” 

Sonora’s mother Ellen, herself a widow, had three children from a 

previous marriage. On top of that, William had also been married 

and widowed before he met Sonora’s mother. William had five 

children with his first wife, Elizabeth, who were already grown when 

William became a widower for the second time. 

In 1910, Sonora brought a petition before the Spokane Ministerial 

Alliance to recognize the courage and devotion of all fathers like 

William on June 5, her dad’s birthday. The local clergy liked the idea 

of a special Father’s Day service, but couldn’t pull something 

together so quickly, so they settled for June 19, the third Sunday in 

June. 



 

William Jackson Smart 

 

On that first Father’s Day in 1910, church sermons across Spokane 

were dedicated to dear old dad, red and white roses were passed out 

in honor of living and deceased fathers, the mayor of Spokane and 

governor of Washington issued proclamations, and Sonora found her 

calling. She would spend much of the next 60 years pushing for the 

official recognition of Father’s Day as a national holiday. 

William Jackson Smart, the original inspiration for Father’s Day, was 

born in Arkansas in 1842 and records show that he enlisted as a 

Union soldier there in 1863. That was odd, because Arkansas was a 

Confederate state. Spokane resident, Jerry Numbers, who owned 

what had been Sonora’s home, researched the Smart family history 

for Spokane’s Father’s Day Centennial Celebration in 2010. Numbers 

says that William, in fact, fought for both sides in the Civil War. 

Driving a supply wagon for Confederate troops, William was 

captured in the Battle of Pea Ridge, a decisive Union victory in 

Arkansas in 1862. Rather than languish in a prisoner of war camp, he 

opted to join the northern cause. As indication that William was a 

“Reb” before he was a “Yank,” Sonora was a member of both the 

United Daughters of the Confederacy and the Daughters of Union 

Veterans. 



When Sonora was born in 1882, William and his second wife Ellen 

were living on a “coal ranch” in Jenny Lind, Arkansas. Instead of 

mining for coal, William and the family “farmed” it, collecting chunks 

of coal from the surface and carting it to town for sale. William and 

Ellen sold the property in 1887 for $5,000—a handsome sum at the 

time—and the family traveled by train to a new homestead outside 

of Spokane. (The farm in Arkansas would turn out to be one of the 

most productive coal fields in the entire nation.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sonora Smart Dodd 

 

It was on the Smart’s family farm near Creston, Washington, where 

William’s second wife died and he became a widower again at the 

age of 56. His youngest son was seven or eight and Sonora, his oldest 

child still living at home, was 16. In Sonora’s memories of this 



difficult time, she recalls her father as a “great home person,” a man 

who exemplified fatherly love and protection. 

That first Father’s Day celebration in Spokane might have remained a 

local tradition if not for the perseverance of Sonora Smart Dodd. 

Following the 1910 Father’s Day observance, William Jennings Bryan, 

one of the most famous politicians of the time, sent Sonora a 

congratulatory letter, which sparked a rush of national media 

attention on Sonora and Spokane. 

Sonora won the support of her congressmen, who began to lobby for 

the creation of a national holiday. In 1916, President Woodrow 

Wilson celebrated Father’s Day in Spokane during a visit to 

Washington. We don’t know if William Jackson Smart was there to 

shake the president’s hand, but it would have been one of his last 

Father’s Days. William died in 1919. 

Much more than a Father’s Day booster, Sonora Smart Dodd was an 

accomplished artist, poet, children’s book author, funeral home 

director, and founding member of just about every civic organization 

in Spokane. But she never let go of her determination to give fathers 

like hers the recognition they deserved. 

It wasn’t until 1972, six years before Sonora’s death at the age of 96, 

that President Richard Nixon finally signed a Congressional resolution 

declaring the third Sunday in June to be Father’s Day. Her dad, no 

doubt, would have been proud. 

 

 
 
Donations can be made directly 
from the website through our 

secure online donation software. Please consider making your 
donation online using your computer or phone. The website 
address is http://csumc.com. 

https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/woodrow-wilson
https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/woodrow-wilson
https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/richard-m-nixon
http://csumc.com/


June Birthdays & Anniversaries 

1   Steven Mueller 
2   Marge McCumber, Don Shaffer, Irene Washburn 
3   George Maslyn 
4   Sue DeHond, Seth Welker 
7   Hannah Smith, Jessica Brown 
8   Aaron Cummings 
9   Hannah Young Worden, Larry Smith 
   Cherry & Paul McIntyre; Jean & David Hamilton 
10  Sally Mueller, Michael Sweeney 
11  Paul McIntyre, Kyle VanDuyne, Robert Albrecht 
   Tom & Brenda Brickle   
12  Gari & Shari Garver  
14  Zachary White 
15  Joe Haner, Tony Chabrier 
   Stephen & Jackie Doyle  
16  Matt Smith, Sandra Paone 
17  Lisa Spence Smith, Cindy Goodall 
18  Nancy Guard 
19   Bill & Barb Young, Elaine & Ken Smith  

20  Paige Mattoon, Mary Fay Gowdy 

   Jeff Linsner & Holly Adams  

21  Gabby Delpriore 

22  Jack Wellman, Cora Stevenson 
23  Rachel Brown, Nick Brown, Stephen Doyle 
24    Marshall & Joan Handfield  
25   Deb & Rod Brown  
27  Jillian Bounds 
   Don & Darlene Romeiser  
28  Brian Giles, Bob Thornton, Erynne Garver 
29  Lucas Smith, Nairobi Smith 
   Randy & Molly Thurston Jr.  
30  Kinsey Schmitt 
   Donna & Roger Cullen  
 

 

If information is incorrect or missing,  

please email newsletter@csumc 

so it can be updated. 

mailto:csumcsecretary@gmail.com


  
 
 
 
 

Wed. June  1 6:30 – 8:00 pm  Trustees 

Thur. June 2 6:30 - 8:30 pm Choir Rehearsal - sanctuary 

Sun. June  5 9:30 - 10:30 am  Worship* – sanctuary 

   9:30 - 10:30 am Kid’s Pantry donations accepted 

Thur. June 9 6:30 - 8:30 pm Choir Rehearsal - sanctuary 

Sun. June 12 9:30 - 10:30 am  Worship - sanctuary 

Tue. June 14 6:30 – 8:00 pm Finance Committee 

Thur. June 16 5:30 - 7:00 pm    Food Pantry Distribution 

   6:30 – 8:00 pm    Choir Rehearsal -  sanctuary 

Sun. June 19 9:30 - 10:30 am  Worship – Fathers’ Day 

Tue. June 21 6:30 –7:30 pm  COM Meeting 

Thur. June 23 6:30 - 8:30 pm    Choir Rehearsal – sanctuary 

Sun. June 26 9:30 - 10:30 am  Worship – sanctuary 

 
 
To add an event to the newsletter calendar, please send email 
information to newsletter@csumc.com by the 15th of the month previous 
to the event 
 
 
 
 
 

*All Worship services are livestreamed and can be viewed online 

using http://csumc.freeonlinechurch.com or on our  

YouTube channel. 

  

mailto:newsletter@csumc.com


Church Contacts 

 
Pastor Church Administrator 
    Rev. Brian Fellows     David Hamilton 
    (315) 462-2274 church     (315) 462-2274 church 
    pastorbrianfellows@gmail.com       administrator@csumc.com  
  

Council on Ministries Missions 
    Rev. Brian Fellows     Sandy McIntrye 
    (315) 462-2274 church     (315) 521-2201 
    pastor@csumc.com      danandsandy@hotmail.com 
  

Trustees Finance 
    John Mueller     Laura DeCracker 
    (315) 462-6194     (315) 945-0799 
    trustees@csumc.com       ldecracker@outlook.com 
  

Christian Education and Youth Worship 
    (315) 462-2274 church     Melissa Lenhart 

    Education@csumc.com      (315) 521-9227 

          malenhart@rochester.rr.com 
  

United Methodist Women Music Ministry 
   Laura DeCracker      David Hamilton 
   (315) 945-0799     607-749-9704 
   ldecracker@outlook.com     music@csumc.com 
  

Food Ministry Ushers 
    Steve Strub/Connie Jones     Steve Strub 
    (315) 521-3373     (585) 208-6447 
    kidspantry@csumc.com     ushers@csumc.com 
  

Funeral Receptions SPRC 
    Cherry McIntyre / Sharon Ranger     Gail Conners 
    (585) 526-5811 / (315)521-2799     (585) 746-2922 
prmac3@aol.com    cookin1231@gmail.com      gailaconners@gmail.com 
  

Prayer Chain Librarian 
   Gail Conners     Mary Zingerella 
   (585) 746-2922     (315) 462-2274 church 

   prayers@csumc.com    secretary@csumc.com  

  
Treasurer Historian 
    David Hamilton     Jim Conners 
    (315) 462-2274 church     (585) 746-6921 
    treasurer@csumc.com      jconners@rochester.rr.com 
  

 

mailto:pastorbrianfellows@gmail.com
mailto:administrator@csumc.com
mailto:pastor@csumc.com
mailto:danandsandy@hotmail.com
mailto:trustees@csumc.com
mailto:ldecracker@outlook.com
mailto:Education@csumc.com
mailto:malenhart@rochester.rr.com
mailto:ldecracker@outlook.com
mailto:prmac3@aol.com
mailto:cookin1231@gmail.com
mailto:gailaconners@gmail.com
mailto:gailaconners@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@csumc.com
mailto:treasurer@csumc.com
mailto:jconners@rochester.rr.com
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