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Learning Loving and Leading 
 

What did I learn in Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) 

and what does it have to do with Learning, Loving and 

Leading? The short answer is lots. The longer answer 

will be seen in the changes visible through me and how I go about 

the work of ministry. It’s hard to love others effectively when we 

don’t love ourselves. Sabbath and self-care are important pieces to 

loving ourselves so that we can effectively love others. I learned in 

CPE that I have not been effective in my Sabbath and self-care, it 

affects my ministry in ways I was not aware of, I am working to 

change that. As I love myself enough to rest and refill, it is changing 

my relationship with the community; this is a work in progress that I 

hope you each personally will experience as I grow. 

I learned much about leadership. As I sat in my chair and watched 

our faith community worship Holy Week and Easter without me, I 

realized there is a deeper leadership capacity in our community than 

I was recognizing and tapping into. I have always led by making you 

aware of the opportunities to serve, figuring that you would respond 

to the things you are passionate about. I learned that the scripture 

about asking God for what we need is a biblical imperative for 

community. Just as I ask Jesus for what I need, I need to ask you, to 

invite you to participate. As I look back on our time together and my 

time in ministry, I wonder how many dreams died because I did not 

ask others to help me make dreams reality. I believe sometimes we 
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need the invitation to participate that comes from being asked. 

Everyone knows our church, it’s right there on main street. I wonder, 

and I want to experience, what would happen by experiencing 

invitation. If I begin to invite each of you to participate, would that 

become a part of each of you, would you in turn invite others to 

participate in our faith community? The possibilities of invitation are 

endless! 

This Holy Week I watched what happened when people passionately 

answered the invitation to participate in worship and it was amazing 

and holy. There was a moment that I wondered what you all needed 

me for. It was more of a moment of low self-esteem, but God gave 

an answer. Part of my job is to be the person that extends the 

invitation. Watch for me, I’m going to be knocking on your door, I’m 

going to be visiting you in your pew, I’m going to be calling you, 

texting you… there is work to be done in Loving, Learning and 

Leading.  

Blessings,  

Pastor Brian 

 

 

Thank you, Mary Zingerella, for your work in the Church 

Library. The Committee on Ministry formed a Mission Statement for 

the Church Library and Mary has been working to bring the mission 

to life. In the library are resources in boxes that are available to you. 

They are resources that do not fit the mission statement but might 

be of value or interest to you or someone you know. Feel free to look 

through the boxes and give good homes to the books.  



We need your help! It is time to put together a team for 

Vacation Bible School July 31 to August 4. Where is 

your gift and passion for this ministry? We need 

decision makers to help us pick a curriculum. We need logistics to plan 

schedules and facility usage. We need creative people to bring the Bible to 

life for the young people we will engage. We need people to relate to adults 

and young adults so that the relationships are nurtured. There is a place for 

you. If you have an interest, please let Pastor Brian or Sharon Ranger know 

so we can include you. If you plan to be present for the Vacation Bible School 

you will need to plan to attend a Safe Sanctuary Training and have a 

background check done. Pastor Brian will be offering at least one training and 

other trainings are available through the Annual Conference. Talk to Pastor 

Brian for a volunteer packet to get the ball rolling. 

 

MOTHER’S DAY SMILES 

Three cheers for all the mothers out there! The ones who birthed us, the 

ones who raised us, and the ones who loved us just because they could! 

No one deserves a special day all to herself more than today’s Mom. A 

cartoon showed a psychologist talking to his patient: “Let’s see,” he said, 

“You spend 50 percent of your energy on your job, 50 percent on your 

husband and 50 percent on your children. I think I see your problem.” 

– Unknown 

“The hand that rocks the cradle usually is attached to someone who isn’t 

getting enough sleep.” 

– John Fiebig 

“I’d like to be the ideal mother, but I’m too busy raising my kids.” 

– Unknown 

“Motherhood is full of frustrations and challenges… but eventually they 

move out.” 

– Unknown 

The mother of three notoriously unruly youngsters was asked whether or 

not she’d have children if she had it to do over again. “Yes,” she replied. 

“But not the same ones.” 

– David Finkelstein 



 

 

 

 

 

What is INTENTIONAL DISCIPLESHIP? 

Have you ever wondered how people come to know Christ and 

become involved in a faith community? We tend to believe that it 

is an organic process; God shows up and people accept Jesus in 

their heart and the next thing we know they are participating in 

mission, attending worship and present in the ministries of the 

church. I have intentionally left out pieces of a journey of faith 

here because I don’t think we have thought about how people 

come to know Jesus and become involved in a faith community. 

Most people come to know Jesus because someone introduces 

them. Most people come to church or to a church activity because 

someone invites them. 

In March Steele Hahn, Nancy Farrell, and Pastor Brian attended a 

workshop to learn about designing an Intentional Discipleship 

System for our church. Intentional is the key point, we need to be 

intentional about introducing people to Jesus and intentional 

about helping people find their place in a faith community so that 

they grow in relationship with Jesus and other disciples. This 

small group has been reading a couple of books to help us get the 

steps and pieces of the system named so that we can identify what 

is in place and what is missing. We hope that we can have a 

system outlined by July first so that we can study it over the 

summer and have it in place by our charge conference in the fall. 

If you believe you have pieces of the system and know how things 

fit together, we will welcome your input. Talk to one of us so that 

we can include you in our work. 

 



Dear Friends, 

On Palm Sunday morning, Cindy tested positive for 

Covid. You can only imagine the anxiety that crept into 

our thoughts as we looked to the possibility of my 

being sick for Holy Week. I believe God has his hand in 

everything that happens in our life. My first 

conversation with God was a plea to keep healthy. 

When I started to feel ill Wednesday afternoon, I didn’t have words 

for prayer. When I tested positive Wednesday night, the prayer was 

“why God?” 

I messaged Dave and Jean Hamilton. We added Cindy to the 

conversation and the four of us brainstormed. Who could we ask to 

fill in the pieces and parts, who has the skills, who has the time? God 

is faithful and a plan came into place. 

There is an endless list of people to thank. Some pieces of how 

people stepped up and stepped in I won’t know because I wasn’t 

there. I will name who I know, please know that I know my list here 

is incomplete. Top of my list is Dave and Jean. Dave stepped into my 

role as Peter for the drama on Holy Thursday and led that service as 

well as a very cold Easter Sunrise service alongside his usual roles in 

worship. Dave and Jean delivered elements, sealed in bags, on the 

parsonage porch so that they could be blessed for Communion Holy 

Thursday.  

Jean put up with slow communication as I slept through 

conversations in the group. Patiently waiting for me to wake up 

enough to poorly answer her questions. When Becky Laird said she 

could preach Sunday’s regular service, I made sure that Becky and 

Jean could communicate directly, and I went back to sleep. I am sure 

there were countless details that I missed that Jean and others 

caught and took care of. 

I was very concerned about Good Friday. I am so thankful for Lucas 

Smith’s willingness to travel home Friday and fill in. I can only 

imagine the eye rolls from Dave and others as I remined them of all 



my concerns with flash paper and all the contingency plans if things 

went wrong. You might not know, but I had talked to people in the 

fire department. They knew what was planned. We even had a plan 

in place should the fire department need to respond. Keep the paper 

touching and keep it away from the rope at the center. Have a fire 

extinguisher handy… don’t forget the tarp. I know that Steve Strub 

and Dave Webb were involved with some of the planning and 

protection from my worst fears even in my absence.  

Thank you, Sharon Ranger and Melissa Lenhart, for bringing our 

sanctuary to life for Easter Sunday. Sharon arranged for the flowers. 

Melissa and Sharon came and decorated Saturday morning. I know 

Melissa was there more than the morning. Decorating the cross with 

lilies was not originally in the plan for Easter this year, but it 

happened. I sprung on them to check the liquid wax level in the 

candles and learned this was something new for them.  

Thank you, Becky, for bringing the hope of Easter to life for us Easter 

Morning. Becky said it was homecoming, but it was blessing for me. 

Blessing to know that someone chose to deliver the message and 

blessing that I could rest easy knowing that people would hear the 

Good News at our service, even in my absence. 

I tend to fret over the high holidays, Easter being highest for me. I 

was reminded so many times and in so many ways that my preaching 

is secondary. Scripture is first. Read the scripture for Easter and the 

story would preach itself. Read the story of the Last Supper, the 

Garden, the Crucifixion, God is there, good, bad and ugly. God is 

there and I am thankful for the lessons God taught me in my 

experiences this year in Holy Week and Easter. 

Thank you for your faithfulness and participation, 

Pastor Brian   

 



 

 

 
 
Donations can be made directly 
from the website through our 

secure online donation software. Please consider making your 
donation online using your computer or phone. The website 
address is http://csumc.com. 

Charlie Chicken Sez: 
 

“It’ll Tickle Yer                                        

                     Tastie Buds! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clifton Springs United 

Methodist Church 

Memorial Day 

Drive Thru 

Chicken B-B-Q 
 

We’re only cookin’ 450, so get yours early! 

Monday, May 30, 2022 

Take out only. 11:30 till it’s gone - (about 2pm) 
 

Charlie Sez: “Pick Yours Up At The Church 
1 East Main Street, in the Heart of Clifton Springs 

 

All Fer The Poultry Sum Of 

Full Chicken Dinner:        $13.00 

http://csumc.com/


May Birthdays & Anniversaries 

 

1  Mackenzie Garver 

3   Matthew Ranger 

5   Ethan Thornton 

6   Brad Welker, Rod Brown, Caleb Congilosi 

7   Jan Wright, Roy Wilkes 

9   Jim & Gail Conners, George & Mary Lue Mueller 

10  Polly Christiansen, Dakota Dzula 

11  Dan Bish, Ryan Welker, Sara Upchurch 

12  Kaitlyn Waite 

14  Kristina Conklin, Jessica Spence, Sylvia Hughson, Gavin Kesel 

15  Bill Walp 

15  John & Lynne Sweeney  

16  Melissa Spence, Nate Pierce, Abraham Thurston,  

   Emily Thurston 

17  Yvonne Galbraith, Kim Giles 

18  Ben Bengtson, Ellen Haner 

18  Nancy & Bill Walp  

19  George Mueller, Adam Warrington 

20  Stephanie Potter, Kyah Cullen, Conner Hicks, Jamie Wright 

21   Patti Bird, Jackie Doyle 

21  Steve & Sue DeHond, Doug & Joann Mowery 

22  Bill Smith, Nyoka Smith 

25  Kierra Ranger, Michael DeHond 

26  TJ Delpriore 

26  Jim & Sharon Mullard   

27  Meghan Bowman, Ellen Jacksteit, Lynn Spence 

28  Pam Severson, Elaine Smith 

29  Brenda Capozzi 

30  Carlos Smith, James Goodall 

31  Allison Wellman, Dana Hall  

31  Jennifer & Scott Mattoon   

 

 

If information is incorrect or missing,  

please email newsletter@csumc 

so it can be updated. 

mailto:csumcsecretary@gmail.com


  
 
 
 
 

Sun. May 1 9:30 - 10:30 am  Worship* – sanctuary 

   9:30 - 10:30 am Kid’s Pantry donations accepted 

Wed. May 4 6:30 - 8:00 pm    Trustees 

Thur. May 5 6:30 - 8:30 pm Choir Rehearsal - sanctuary 

Sun. May  8 9:30 - 10:30 am  Worship – Mother’s Day 

Tue. May 10 6:30 – 8:00 pm Finance Committee 

Thur. May 12 7:00 – 8:00 pm    Choir Rehearsal -  sanctuary 

Sun. May 15 9:30 - 10:30 am  Worship – sanctuary 

Mon. May 16 6:30pm –7:30 pm  COM Meeting 

Thur. May 19 5:30pm - 7:00 pm    Food Pantry Distribution 

  6:30pm - 8:30 pm    Choir Rehearsal – sanctuary 

Sun. May 22 9:30am - 10:30 am  Worship – sanctuary 

Thur. May 26 6:30pm – 7:30 pm    Choir Rehearsal – sanctuary 

Sun. May 29 9:30am - 10:30 am  Worship – sanctuary 

Mon. May 30 11:30 till gone Chicken BBQ 

 
 
To add an event to the newsletter calendar, please send email 
information to newsletter@csumc.com by the 15th of the month previous 
to the event 
 

*All Worship services are livestreamed and can be viewed online 

using http://csumc.freeonlinechurch.com or on our  

YouTube channel. 

  

mailto:newsletter@csumc.com


Church Contacts 

 
Pastor Church Administrator 
    Rev. Brian Fellows     David Hamilton 
    (315) 462-2274 church     (315) 462-2274 church 
    pastorbrianfellows@gmail.com       administrator@csumc.com  
  

Council on Ministries Missions 
    Rev. Brian Fellows     Sandy McIntrye 
    (315) 462-2274 church     (315) 521-2201 
    pastor@csumc.com      danandsandy@hotmail.com 
  

Trustees Finance 
    John Mueller     Laura DeCracker 
    (315) 462-6194     (315) 945-0799 
    trustees@csumc.com       ldecracker@outlook.com 
  

Christian Education and Youth Worship 
    (315) 462-2274 church     Melissa Lenhart 

    Education@csumc.com      (315) 521-9227 

          malenhart@rochester.rr.com 
  

United Methodist Women Music Ministry 
   Laura DeCracker      David Hamilton 
   (315) 945-0799     607-749-9704 
   ldecracker@outlook.com     music@csumc.com 
  

Food Ministry Ushers 
    Dan McIntyre     Steve Strub 
    (315) 521-3373     (585) 208-6447 
    kidspantry@csumc.com     ushers@csumc.com 
  

Funeral Receptions SPRC 
    Cherry McIntyre / Sharon Ranger     Gail Conners 
    (585) 526-5811 / (315)521-2799     (585) 746-2922 
prmac3@aol.com    cookin1231@gmail.com      gailaconners@gmail.com 
  

Prayer Chain Librarian 
   Gail Conners     Mary Zingerella 
   (585) 746-2922     (315) 462-2274 church 

   prayers@csumc.com    secretary@csumc.com  

  
Treasurer Historian 
    David Hamilton     Jim Conners 
    (315) 462-2274 church     (585) 746-6921 
    treasurer@csumc.com      jconners@rochester.rr.com 
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