
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March Newsletter 

LENT BEGINS WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2 
 

Drive-thru “Ashes to Go” 12:30pm-1:30pm at the Methodist Church. 

 

Ecumenical Service at St. John’s Episcopal Church at 7:00pm. This will be 

both in-person and live streamed. 

 

Zoom ID: 875 3420 2298 Passcode: Ashes 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87534202298?pwd=Rks3ZGg2UUFiVFRGVmtmVWli

ZWVuZz09  

Facebook:  

https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsEpiscopalChurchCliftonSpringsNy/ 

Clifton Springs United Methodist Church 

A Loving Church for a Living Lord! 
Rev. Brian Fellows – Pastor 

 

Mail: 1 East Main Street, Clifton Springs, NY  14432 
315-462-2274 church office and study       585-739-8431 cell 

 

E-MAIL:  pastorbrianfellows@gmail.com 
Church E-MAIL:   csumcsecretary@gmail.com 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87534202298?pwd=Rks3ZGg2UUFiVFRGVmtmVWliZWVuZz09&fbclid=IwAR2rukdpSs4NCJMHPuJFsGv8J0-npfWrVOLCMDR8YWRRCcdm7-_6I3iosd4
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87534202298?pwd=Rks3ZGg2UUFiVFRGVmtmVWliZWVuZz09&fbclid=IwAR2rukdpSs4NCJMHPuJFsGv8J0-npfWrVOLCMDR8YWRRCcdm7-_6I3iosd4
https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsEpiscopalChurchCliftonSpringsNy/
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  Learning Loving and Leading 
  The Love, Learn and Lead style that I encourage our teams to 

use includes a process with the acronym RAD; Reflect, Adjust 

and Do. I have been encouraging our teams to use this process in the work 

they do. It is also a process I use in leading the church.  

As I reflected on the past year, I developed these five goals for 2022 

• 5 Professions of Faith 

• 3 New Small Groups 

• 3 Youth Christian Education Events 

• 1 Outreach Emergent Faith Event 

• 1 Mental Health Workshop 

 

Professions of Faith are new Christians joining our church. This is not new 

members transferring from another church; this is people professing their 

belief and commitment to Christ. 

Discipleship is more than attending worship. Small groups are the place where 

relationships between other people and God are built. If we are to “Make 

disciples for the transformation of the world” fulfilling our mission as 

Christians, I believe small groups is how we are best able to fulfill the mission. 

We need to get youth involved in our community of faith again. 

An outreach emergent faith event is something that puts us in the community 

to interact with people who don’t know Christ or are curious about Christ and 

curious about our faith community. 

The Mental Health Workshop answers a community need identified in the past 

year for defining, identifying, and understanding good mental and emotional 

health in our community. 

To meet these goals, we are going to have to adjust to a shifting culture and do 

some things that are new to us or different from how we have done things in 

our 
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the past. We are going to have to experiment with some ideas and we will 

have to make some goals within these goals, identifying how we will evaluate 

successes and failures. We will be building new teams and involving new 

people and current people in new ways so that we reveal Christ in the place we 

are planted. 

Most important to God and the community, we are going to do; after all, we 

are the hand and feet of Christ. We need to be seen in our community. Our 

community doesn’t know how much our building is used, they don’t know the 

places we serve, they see us but, they don’t know us. They see their scout 

activity or their children in daycare, they see their one activity but don’t see 

the whole of our activity. They don’t see anything new or different from our 

faith community in a world where things are very new and very different from 

how they were two years ago. We can’t expect our community to come to us, 

we must go to them. At the same time, we must also continue to do the things 

that bring comfort and life to our existing community. 

The Body of Christ will not be complete until every child of God finds their 

place and purpose within the Body of Christ. Let us join, with the confidence of 

a four-year-old in a batman tee shirt, to bring people together and together in 

Christ. I look forward to working beside you. 

Blessings, Pastor Brian 

 

 1   Wespath1   Wespath

                           
See the world through the eyes of others

                                              

 Iden fy when you or someone you know may be struggling 
with mental health

 Start a conversa on with someone who is struggling

  espond with empathy

  elp those who are struggling get the help they need

 Take ac on to manage your own mental health challenges

                                           Clergy and their 

spouses, Church leaders, sta  and congrega on members are

all invited to a end at no cost. 

 isit the  irst  id for Mental  ealthevent page at 

                       to learn more.



STAFF PARISH RELATIONS NEWS 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

Your Staff Parish Relations Team is pleased to announce that David 

Hamilton has accepted the position of Church Administrator. This 

newly created position combines Church Secretary and Church 

Treasurer. This will give our faith community better continuity in the 

administrative work of the Church. 

Anyone needing to contact David regarding financial concerns can do 

so by emailing him at treasurer@csumc.com  

To schedule events, church availability, newsletter articles, etc. email 

him at secretary@csumc.com  

David has great commitment and dedication to this Church and he 
brings a wealth of knowledge and experience to this position. He is 
already familiar with ICON, our software program, which stores all of 
the Church’s vital information and recordkeeping and his past 
experience as Director of the Clifton Springs YMCA and Cortland 
YMCA has equipped him with the skills to manage a 501(c) (3) not for 
profit organization, which the Church is.  
 
David will be continuing in his current position as Music Director, as 
well as stepping into this new position. When asked about taking on 
too much, he responded, “The more challenging something is, the 
better I like it!”  
 

THANK YOU, DAVID!!! 
 
We know you will do great things as our Church Administrator! 
 
Blessings to All, 
 
Gail Conners, SPR Chair 

 
  

mailto:treasurer@csumc.com
mailto:secretary@csumc.com


Lord, this Lenten Season work within me by turning: 

 
Pride into Humility 

Anxiety into Acceptance 

Frugality into Generosity 

Criticism into Praise 

Coldness into Warmth 

Neglect into Concern 

Indifference into Love 

Grudges into Joy 

Ingratitude into Thankfulness 

Prayerlessness into Devotion 

` 

GIVE UP grumbling! Instead, “In everything give thanks.” Constructive 

criticism is OK, but “moaning, groaning, and complaining” are not 

Christian disciplines. 

 

GIVE UP looking at other people’s worst points. Instead concentrate on 

their best points. We all have faults. It is a lot easier to have people overlook 

our shortcomings when we overlook theirs first. 

 

GIVE UP speaking unkindly. Instead, let your speech be generous and 

understanding. It costs so little to say something kind and uplifting. Why 

not check that sharp tongue at the door? 

 

GIVE UP your hatred of anyone or anything! Instead, learn the discipline of 

love. “Love covers a multitude of sins.” 

 

GIVE UP your worries and anxieties! Instead, trust God with them. Anxiety 

is spending emotional energy on something we can do nothing about: like 

tomorrow! Live today and let God’s grace be sufficient. 

 

GIVE UP buying anything but essentials for yourself! Instead, give the 

money to God. The money you would spend on the luxuries could help 

someone meet basic needs. We are called to be stewards of God’s riches, not 

consumers. 

 

GIVE UP judging by appearances and by the standard of the world! Instead, 

learn to give up yourself to God. There is only one who has the right to 

judge, Jesus Christ.  

Craig Gates, Jackson, MS 



I am very excited to be your Church Administrator and look 

forward to the challenges that the position brings!  I’m 

completing my first month in the position and starting to become 

familiar with the duties and responsibilities involved.  

 

I shared part of my story with the SPR Team that about two months ago now, God 

was telling me that I would become more involved with the administration of our 

church. I had been somewhat frustrated as a Trustee and member of Council on 

Ministries that we were unable to get timely and accurate financial information on 

which to base important decisions. I thought I might be able to help in that area if 

given the opportunity. 

 

About a week later I had an email from Pastor Brian that Robyn had resigned her 

position, and then I had a conversation with Gail Conners which ended with her 

asking me if I would consider a combined secretary/treasurer position. It felt like it 

would be a very good fit for my experience and abilities, but not a good fit for my 

retirement!  I told Gail that I would discuss and pray about it with Jean (my wife). I 

was encouraged by the positive response Jean gave me right away. She said that if 

I felt God calling me to it, then I should take the position, and she had felt it was 

coming. I do feel that working with and for the church has been a deep desire of 

mine and that my employments in bookkeeping, computer consultant, YMCA 

director, and even farm upbringing have uniquely prepared me for this work. 

There has been great concern expressed about whether I have taken on too much 

and that I may get burned out by the stress and responsibilities. I take all of that to 

heart and commit to creating and maintaining a healthy balance in my life. On the 

other hand, I feel a peace and satisfaction in these positions that I have not felt ever 

before in my work life. It just suits me, and I pray that I will be just what our church 

needs for someone to serve in these areas of administration and music. 

I will be at the church and in the office a good deal of the time that I am working 

(about half time), so feel free to call the church at 315-462-2274 and the odds are 

much better that you will reach me rather than an answering machine! I’m focused 

right now on financial matters but soon I’ll have the time to start working on other 

projects. Please let me know how our church can help you in our Christian life 

together. 

Blessings,   

David Hamilton 



 

 

 

 
Kids' Pantry Update 

 
Continuing with volunteer history: 

Donna and Steve Strub (and family) have a rich history in 

volunteering at CSUMC. From beautiful murals on various walls to 

the Fabulous Memorial Day Chicken BBQs. Working with the girl 

scouts and helping with various dinners and evens at the church are 

also among their talents. 

Both Donna at Newark Wayne Lab and Steve at Wegmans with full 

time jobs continue to find time for volunteering. The Food Pantry has 

reaped the benefits of the famous Strub Family Vegetable Garden 

being able to provide fresh veggies for those in need. Our church is 

truly blessed to have them among our family.  

Great news from Dan… 
 
God Will Provide!! Heard it a million times (Doubting Thomas?) 
 
Concerns about lack of food availability – Willow Bend Farms gave 
us their Seneca Foods allocation! provided can vegetables for almost 
a year. GOD WILL PROVIDE! 

 
Concerns about our ability to provide dairy products for those in 
need. Will-o-Crest Farms receives the Dairy Farming for Tomorrow 
award. With it comes with a grant that Barb and Bill Young shared 
with us. We are providing milk, cheese and butter for almost 5 
months to those in need. GOD WILL PROVIDE! 

 
Concerns about the busy holiday season. Advent donations from our 
congregation, the Labs at Newark Wayne and Cornell Cooperative 
Extension of Geneva helped make it a Merry Christmas for many. 
GOD WILL PROVIDE! 

 
(continued) 



 
 
Concern: Talking to Pastor Brian just last week about our inability to 
procure meats for the Feb distribution. Received a call the next day 
from Outlet Acres with a donation of 150 lbs. of roasts we handed 
out on Thurs. GOD WILL PROVIDE! 

 
Now the hard part!! Sandy has been telling me for some time that 
GOD WILL PROVIDE! MY WIFE WAS RIGHT ALL ALONG - 

GOD WILL PROVIDE!!!!!        
 
Additional items needed for the food cupboard at this time: 
Pasta  Pasta sauce 
Soups  Ketchup 
Cake mixes Frosting 
 
Food donations will be received on Sunday, March 7th   

or Contact Dan McIntyre any time.    315-521-3373 

 

 

THE ART OF BIBLE STORY-TELLING 
 

Are you interested in 
Biblical Storytelling 
Training? 

 
I think we all enjoyed 
worship on Sunday, Feb. 
13th, when Donna Crouse 
came and showed us an example of Biblical Storytelling. One 
person has spoken to me about having some interest in 
learning more about this.  
 
If you think you’d also enjoy being able to make scripture come 
alive for us all, please let me know at newsletter@csumc.com 
and I’ll see about getting a training scheduled for our 
congregation. 

mailto:newsletter@csumc.com


March Birthdays &  nniversaries 
 

1  - Ariana Hicks 
3  - Cassandra Goodman, Eric Hodgeman 
4  - Amanda Johnston 
5  - Matt DeHond 
6  - Caitlyn Doyle, Jonathon Cicero 
7  - Mina Burgeson 
8  - Carissa Ranger 
9  -  Sarah Brown, Lynne Sweeney, Zoey Overslaugh 
10 - Jean Williams, Bryce Norsen 
10 - Howard & Sylvia Hughson  
11 - Wayne Williamson, Madison Bowman, Megan Bowman, 
        Ardeth Lee 
13 - Barb Barkley, Nony Schoonerman 
14 - Deb Brown 
16 - Pat Linsner, Dawn Pierce, Debra Hodgeman 
17 - Ryan Doyle, Maryalice Busby 
18 - Molly Backus, Sabrina Palmer, Aria Sweeney 
19 - Chris Chamberlain, Patricia Smith, Steven DeHond 
20 - Betty Bagshaw, Laura DeCracker 
21 - Olivia Wellman 
21 - Roman Smith 
22 - Stephen DeCook 
23 - Doug Mowery, Jacob Backus, Sandy Smith, Clayton  
        Ruggles 
24 – Rhylen Thurston 
25 - Grace Mueller, Hope Mueller 
26 - Jen Curran, Terry Sunderlin 
27 - Shirley Reed, Joshua Raty 
28 - Kyle Wellman, John Sweeney 
29 - Christopher Goodman, Sam Pierce, Eric Burden 
30 - Jennifer Calloway, Amelia Linsner, Roberta Wolf 
31 - Walter DeCook, Emma Warrington 

 
 

If information is incorrect or missing,  
Please Email newsletter@csumc 

 

mailto:csumcsecretary@gmail.com


  
 
 
 
 

Wed. Mar  2 12:30-1:30  ‘         G ’ @ CSU C 
   7:00 pm  Ecumenical Svc @ S   J   ’  
      Episcopal Church 
   6:30pm-7:30pm Trustees Meeting 
Thur. Mar 3 6:30pm - 8:30pm    Choir Rehearsal - sanctuary 
Sun. Mar  6 9:30am - 10:30am  Worship – sanctuary 
   9:30am-10:30a K  ’  P                
Thur. Mar 10 6:30pm - 8:00pm    Choir Rehearsal – sanctuary 
Sun. Mar 13 9:30am - 10:30am  Worship – sanctuary 
Mon. Mar 14 6:30pm –7:30pm  COM Meeting 
Wed. Mar 16 6:30pm - 7:30pm   Finance Team Meeting- tentative 
Thur. Mar 17 5:30pm - 7:00pm    Food Pantry Distribution 
  6:30pm - 8:30pm    Choir Rehearsal – sanctuary 
Sun. Mar 20 9:30am - 10:30am  Worship – sanctuary 
Thur. Mar 24 6:30pm - 8:30pm    Choir Rehearsal – sanctuary 
Sun. Mar 27 9:30am - 10:30am  Worship – sanctuary 
Mon. Mar 28 2:00pm - 6:30pm    Red Cross Blood Drive-Fire Hall 
Thur. Mar 31 9:00pm – 2:00pm    Red Cross Blood Drive-Fire Hall 
 
 

*All Worship services are livestreamed and can be viewed 

online using http://csumc.freeonlinechurch.com or on our 

YouTube channel. 

 

Red Cross Blood Drives 
 
The American Red Cross will be holding blood drives at the 

Clifton Springs Fire Hall on Monday March 28th from 

2:00pm - 6:30pm, and Thursday March 31 from 9:00am - 

2:00pm. To schedule an appointment ahead of time, call 

1-800 RED CROSS, or go to www.redcrossblood.org. 

Walk-ins are also welcome! 

http://www.redcrossblood.org/


Church Contacts 

 
Pastor Church Administrator 
    Rev. Brian Fellows     David Hamilton 
    (315) 462-2274 church     (315) 462-2274 church 
    pastorbrianfellows@gmail.com       secretary@csumc.com  
  

Council on Ministries Missions 
    Rev. Brian Fellows     Sandy McIntrye 
    (315) 462-2274 church     (315) 521-2201 
    pastor@csumc.com      danandsandy@hotmail.com 
  

Trustees Finance 
    John Mueller     Laura DeCracker 
    (315) 462-6194     (315) 945-0799 
    trustees@csumc.com       ldecracker@outlook.com 
  

Christian Education and Youth Worship 
    (315) 462-2274 church     Melissa Lenhart 

    Education@csumc.com      (315) 521-9227 

          malenhart@rochester.rr.com 
  

United Methodist Women Music Ministry 
   Laura DeCracker      David Hamilton 
   (315) 945-0799     607-749-9704 
   ldecracker@outlook.com     music@csumc.com 
  

Food Ministry Ushers 
    Dan McIntyre     Steve Strub 
    (315) 521-3373     (585) 208-6447 
    kidspantry@csumc.com     ushers@csumc.com 
  

Funeral Receptions SPRC 
    Cherry McIntyre / Sharon Ranger     Gail Conners 
    (585) 526-5811 / (315) 462-9221     (585) 746-2922 
prmac3@aol.com    cookin1231@gmail.com      gailaconners@gmail.com 
  

Prayer Chain Visitation Team Ministry 
   Gail Conners     Gail Conners 
   (585) 746-2922     (585) 746-2922 

   prayers@csumc.com     gailaconners@gmail.com 

  
Treasurer Historian 
    David Hamilton     Jim Conners 
    (315) 462-2274 church     (585) 746-6921 
    treasurer@csumc.com      jconners@rochester.rr.com 
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