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February Newsletter 

 

Clifton Springs United Methodist Church 
A Loving Church for a Living Lord! 

Rev. Brian Fellows – Pastor 
 

Mail: 1 East Main Street, Clifton Springs, NY  14432 
315-462-2274 church office and study       585-739-8431 cell 

 

E-MAIL:  pastorbrianfellows@gmail.com 
Church E-MAIL:   csumcsecretary@gmail.com 



Connec ion 
Winter 2022 Edition 

  Learning Loving and Leading 
  While watching television recently, I saw an ad for The 
Freedom From Religion Foundation.  I have known of 

this organization for a while, but this was the first time I had seen them 
advertise, and it was a prime-time ad.  I am sad.  As I think about 
Learning, Loving, and Leading, I wonder how we got to a place that 
people don’t see faith as something that brings freedom.  I have 
always thought that it was other nations that had little tolerance for 
Christianity.  I have been concerned with the misunderstanding of 
religion since 9-11 and the blaming of Islam for the terrorism we 
experienced.  I think that that experience and others along the way, 
including the hostage taking in a Synagogue in Texas recently, 
contribute to my sadness that people believe we need to be free from 
religion.  

I also know that the issue is much more complex than to limit it to a 
binary of right and wrong.  Learning, Loving and Leading is more 
complex than two checkboxes.  Learning, Loving and Leading is more 
complex than linear understandings: it’s more like a spider web.  

Our faith should inform us, I believe, that following Christ is a lifestyle 
and often that lifestyle goes against what society desires.  Where is 
the line drawn to decide what is faith based and what is not?  So many 
small towns, like ours, depend on churches for a place to meet and 
provide services.  What if the day comes when government programs 
can’t take place in religious buildings?  Being too concerned about 
removing religion from the public can be a dangerous thing.  Scripture 
challenges us to be bold, but it also challenges us to be gentle and 
humble.  
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Tues. Feb  1 First Day of Black History Month 
Wed. Feb  2 6:30pm - 7:30pm   Trustees’ Meeting 
Thur. Feb 3 6:30pm - 8:00pm    Choir Rehearsal - sanctuary 
 
Sun. Feb  6 9:30am - 10:30am  Worship – sanctuary 
Thur. Feb  10 6:30pm - 8:00pm    Choir Rehearsal – sanctuary 
 
Sun. Feb  13 9:30am - 10:30am  Worship – sanctuary 
Mon. Feb  14 Valentine’s Day 
Tue. Feb  15 6:00pm - 8:00pm  COM Meeting 
Wed. Feb  16 6:30pm - 7:30pm   Finance Team Meeting- tentative 
Thur. Feb 17 5:30pm - 7:00pm    Food Pantry Distribution 
  6:30pm - 8:00pm    Choir Rehearsal – sanctuary 
 
Sun. Feb 20 9:30am - 10:30am  Worship – sanctuary 
Mon. Feb  21 President’s Day 
   2:00pm - 6:30pm    Red Cross Blood Drive-Fire Hall 
Thur. Feb  24 6:30pm - 8:00pm    Choir Rehearsal – sanctuary 
 
Sun. Feb  27 9:30am - 10:30am  Worship – sanctuary 
 
 

*All Worship services are livestreamed and can be viewed 
online using http://csumc.freeonlinechurch.com or on our 

YouTube channel. 
 
 
 

 Man's way leads to a hopeless end – 
 God's way leads to an endless hope. 

 

We all desire security. As Christians we find security in a society or 
community that hold a set of values in common.  I believe that the 
men who drafted the Constitution and the Bill of Rights were men of 
faith.  They also recognized the value of diversity: not all groups 
coming to the New World were just like them, but they had the escape 
of persecution and other things in common.  As our society changes, 
we need to develop deeper trust in God and gain our security from 
within that relationship, rather than relying on a society that is similar 
to what we value. 

As we Love, Learn and Lead we need to ponder how we will bring 
people to Christ.  How we live and the example of how we live matters.  
We need to be deeply aware of the example we set in our community.  
What we speak for and against needs to reflect not just our faith, but 
also needs to represent a value to the community we are a part of.  
We must walk the talk.  If we speak about an issue, our actions need 
to be consistent with our words.  We also need to be consistent across 
issues.  Values in one place must be consistent with values in another.  
For example, the value of an unborn child should be consistent with 
an elderly person, a developmentally disabled person, someone who 
is incarcerated, or someone who is addicted.  We say all people are of 
sacred worth, do we treat all people as if they are of sacred worth? 

We should also be able to state our stance from a non-religious 
viewpoint. Why should a no abortion stance be adopted by non-
religious people?  How is it valuable to society?  We need to have a 
consistent process across all the challenges and issues we face where 
our theology can be spoken with both religious language and a non-
religious language. 

We bear the burden of our faith, and we bear the burden to do the 
work to communicate our faith-values to those who don’t know what 
we value or why we value what we do.  When we do the work, we 
reveal Christ, and our relationship with God is made stronger. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Brian 



TRUSTEES’ NEWS 
 

Hello United Methodists, 

Time for an update on our boiler fundraising efforts.  It has been very 
successful.  We have received almost $30,000 from about 27 families; just 
$1,000 short of our goal.  Almost there!  

This has been a tremendous showing of generosity from our wonderful 
congregation.  The boilers are in, the heat pumps have been restored, and 
the church is warm and cozy.  Thank you very much for helping out in a time 
of need.   

God Bless, 

John B. Mueller 

 

 
STAFF PARISH RELATIONS NEWS 

 

I need to let you all know about changes that have occurred in our staffing.  
Robyn Hanna, Church Secretary, has tendered her resignation, effective 
January 29. The job has become too much with everything else she does. 
Robyn will be greatly missed.  Thank you Robyn for all you did for our church 
family!  We wish you God’s Blessings! 
 
Barbara Middlebrook, Church Treasurer, amicably parted ways with the 
Church, effective January 19. By mutual agreement, we decided the 
arrangement was not working. 
 
Someone has come forward expressing an interest in both positions. I will 
keep you informed as more information becomes available. 
 
As Always, the SPR Team covets your prayers! 
 
Thank you and Blessings, 
 
Gail, SPR Chair 

 
 

 
 
 

February Birthdays 
& Anniversaries 

 
 
3 –Charles Hall, Zachary DeCook, Ashley Hall, 
 –Kathie Freidel, Jim Mullard 
4 –James Witter 
5 –Bryant Ranger 
6 –Dick Newcomb 
7 –Susan Ann Davie, Kristen Bump 
8  –Dorothy Sunderlin 
9 –Mary Ellen Calloway 
10 –Nancy Walti 
11 –Zachary Maslyn 
14 –Shana Ranger, Carissa Conners, Patty Bump,  
 –Ryan Forshay, Chase Bowman 
16  –Lyndsey Wright 
17  –Cole Fagner 
18 –Brycen William Potter 
18 –Judy & George Maslyn  
19 –Sharon Gillespie, William Wellman, Kurt Romeiser 
21 –Sarah Mueller, Allison Strub, Chris Bowman, Mya Overslaugh 
22  – Paige Barkley 
23  –Kirstin Forman Bailey, Hannah Peisher, Austin Wilkes, 
  –Joan Bird 
24 –Kara Simmons, Lillian Washburn  
25 –Eric Cummings, Linda Mascioli  
26 –Steven Young, Nick Burnett, Rick DeHond 
27 –Sharon Norton, Sarah DeHond, Suzanne Mullard 
28 –Becky Goodman 
29 –Steve & Kathie Friedel  

 
 

If information is incorrect or missing,  
Please Email csumcsecretary@gmail.com. 

 



The Deacon’s Storehouse, 
located at Wellspring Church on Teft 
Avenue, Clifton Springs, provides new 
and gently used household items 
including furniture, clothing, 

housewares, and small appliances, for a 
suggested donation amount, as well as for free, 

depending upon the need. They also loan out medical 
equipment.  Donations can be dropped off 10:00 - 4:00 on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, or Thursdays.  Currently, one of their greatest needs is 
men’s clothing, especially jeans!   

Hours of operation:  Every-other Tuesday from 5:30pm-7:30pm, 
Sunday Service at 10:30am, and on an emergency-need basis. 

For more information to either volunteer, donate, or utilize this 
community service, please feel free to contact Kathy Mallaber at 
Wellspring (315) 871-7093. 

 

THE ART OF BIBLE 
STORY-TELLING 
Save the date for 

Biblical Storytelling Training 
 

The United Church of Phelps will be hosting a 
 Biblical Storytelling Training on Feb 6th at noon  

at the United Church of Phelps, 58 Main St. 
(Snow/weather date Feb 13) 

 

Lunch will be served! 
 

Come hear about how you can “learn scripture by heart,” share 
with your congregation and enhance worship services! 

 
Any questions, reach out to Donna Crouse  

at 315-694-2512  (call or text) 
 

MEXICO MISSION 
Would you like to help the 2022 Mexico Mission 
team and are not sure how?  Below is a list of  
small items that perhaps you could donate.  If 

you are unable to shop, monetary donations for our supply luggage 
are also appreciated.  For either kind of donation, please see or contact 
Laura DeCracker (ldecracker@outlook.com).  Deadline for these 
donations is FEBRUARY 12th.  Thank you! 

 
 Suggested Items for the Boys and Girls (no jewelry please)  
*  Matchbox or Hotwheels (small cars) *  Stickers 
*  Barrettes or Small Hair Items *  Tiny Bouncy Balls 
*  Sharpened Pencils  *  Children’s Socks 
*  Pencil Sharpeners *  Candy 
*  Children’s Toothbrushes and Toothpaste *  Gum  
 
 
 Suggested Items for Visitation Bags  
*  Plastic Cooking Spoons  *  Sponges 
*  Body Soap (no liquids please) *  Dishcloths 
*  Washcloths *  Scrubbers 
*  Toothbrushes w/Toothpaste *  Spatulas 
*  Small (pocket size) Notebooks *  Gum 
*  Small Kitchen Items (no food please) *  Candy 
*  Small Tape Measure *  Pens 
 

Thank you for your continued 
generous support to this Mission.   

Without The Lord and you, 
 this would not be possible! 

 
 

Thank you to all those who came out and supported 
the Mexico Mission Dinner. It was a good turn-out 

and the food was amazing! 



It is with a heavy-heart that I resign my 
position as your church secretary.  On this 
journey, I met some wonderful people with 
amazing hearts for serving the Lord and His 
kingdom.   I wish CSUMC the best and will 
truly miss those I have gotten to know. 

 
 

Blood Drive 
The American Red Cross will be holding another blood 
drive at the Clifton Springs Fire Hall on February 21st 
between 2:00 - 6:30pm.  To schedule an appointment 
ahead of time, call 1-800 RED CROSS, or go to 
www.redcrossblood.org.  Walk-ins are also welcome! 

 
 
 

 

 
 

2021 in Review 

 725 Children Under 16 Served 
 462 Adults Served 
 747 Seniors Served 
 924 Homes Served 

These are amazing numbers.  Thank you to all of those 
who donated and volunteered during the past year! 

Our Cupboard continues to remain stocked. 

There are no specific needs for February. 

-Dan Mcintyre 
(315-521-3373) 
 

Lenten Devotional 
I walk almost every day.  My walks are an interesting time of reflection 
of my life in Clifton Springs and interaction with the people of Clifton 
Springs. I have stories and experiences that have influenced my 
journey with God from my reflection and interactions in this place, 
and I believe you do as well. 

Let’s put together a devotional for Lent this year about our life in this 
place.  Pick a story about an interaction in the community, something 
that got you to thinking about God at work in your life.  Pick a 
scripture that relates to your story and write a little prayer.  It doesn’t 
have to be fancy.  This is about sharing a part of you and planting seeds 
in others by showing where your roots are and what is growing from 
where your roots are set.  Here is an example: 

 “Do not be afraid; you will not be put to shame. 

Do not fear disgrace; you will not be humiliated. 

You will forget the shame of your youth and 

remember no more the reproach of your widowhood. 

Isaiah 54:4 

I try to be a good pet owner.  The other day my dog did her business 
and I picked it up.  When I got home and went to throw the bag away, 
it was empty.  I let my dog in the house and went searching for the 
lost; very embarrassed about picking up what was on the sidewalk.  I 
love living in a place where I care enough to go back and clean up 
because I know my neighbors would too.  There was no fear, no 
shame, just some embarrassment that it happened, and I didn’t 
realize it until I got home.  When I told friends, we laughed.  My 
embarrassment was gone. 

Lord, I pray we may do the right thing, even when it causes a little 
embarrassment.  May doing what is right always be stronger than the 
pull to hide.  Amen 

 


