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Connec ion 
Winter 2021 Edition 

  Learning Loving and Leading 
  As we continue to grow into Learning, Loving, and 

Leading, I want to help us vision what we might focus 

on as a faith community in the next year.  This goes hand in hand with 

stewardship.  I talk about stewardship being more than money. 

Stewardship is a combination of time, treasure, and talent.  I also know 

that Matthew 6:21 says where your treasure is your heart will be also. 

Treasure comes first in the scripture.  I think it is a harsh reality that 

our money leads our hearts.  I know it is true, where we spend our 

money reveals what we treasure, and we can and should treasure 

beyond money.  What do you treasure?  What brings you joy?  As you 

begin your new year, I hope you will ponder these questions in your 

learning, loving, and leading in our faith community and in your 

journey of faith. 

We need to invest in learning. We need programs beyond our church 

walls that invite us to learn from people not attending church.  Why 

do they gather in the places they gather in our community?  We need 

to learn what people need and what their hearts yearn for.  I believe 

part of this would be to pair with other establishments in our 

community.  What would it be like to gather in Christian Spirit to 

exercise together in a class at the YMCA?  What would it be like for a 

group to go fishing together?  What if we had a day of golf at the 

country club?  What if a group of us went bird watching or walked our 

dogs together?  Many of us camp, what if we went away camping 

together for a weekend?  Part of it is for us to be involved with events 

in our community.  We need a presence at festivals and happenings at 

school, FLACRA, the hospital, as well as places I haven’t mentioned. 

What if we had a meal together at one of the local eateries?  Who wants 

to arrange a time to get ice cream together? 

our 
   United Methodist Church                  Clifton Springs 

 

 



We need to continue to love each other and learn to love others. 

Worship is one place where we share love.  We also grow in love when 

we experience together.  Bible Study is one place we grow in love and 

grow the deep roots of relationship.  We need more small groups 

where we can connect for reasons, seasons, or lifetimes.  In other 

words, we connect for study of conversation surrounding a topic, a 

season such as Advent, or Lent, or other short session Bible Study, or 

we connect for regular grouping for extended periods of time such as 

our men’s study-group meeting consistently on Sunday following 

worship.  We need to develop some opportunities to gather virtually. 

Leadership capacity is something I am very concerned about in our 

church.  The same group of people is leading.  We need to introduce 

new people into the teams that lead the church.  We need to teach them 

the systems of leadership that are in place.  We also need people who 

will challenge our systems with different perspectives and ideas so 

that we don’t get stale in how we lead.  Technology gives us different 

ways to communicate and lead.  We should be trying some of those 

things to see if they lead us to new places of ministry and mission.  We 

also need to lead the young people in our community.  When you look 

at our sanctuary on a Sunday morning, we have few to no people 

under fifty.  We need to find ways to engage people under fifty in a 

relationship with Christ. 

Where is your place in learning, loving and leading? 

Blessings, 

Pastor Brian 

 

Please join us on Sunday, 

January 9th after the 

worship service for a 

potluck dinner.  Bring your favorite dish to pass 

and enjoy the fellowship. 



MEXICO MISSION DINNER  
Please come and support the Mexico Mission 
Dinner being hosted in our Grace Center on 
Friday, January 14th from 6:30 – 8:00 pm.  This is 
a sit-down dinner with traditional Mexican food.  
Donations are used to help build churches in Mexico.  
 

Blood Drive 
The American Red Cross is in dire need of blood donations.  
Please consider coming out to the Clifton Springs Fire Hall 
on January 21st between 2-6:30 pm to donate.  To schedule 
an appointment, call 1-800 RED CROSS, or go to 
www.redcrossblood.org. 

 
 

 

FLOWERS 
There is a 2022 flower calendar on the bulletin board in the Grace 
Center.  If you would like to donate flowers for a particular Sunday, 

please sign up on the calendar. 
 

COME JOIN THE FUN 

 

YMCA 

CLIFTON 
SPRINGS 

 

 



TRUSTEES’ NEWS 
Hello United Methodists, 
 

We thought it was time to update you with the latest adventures of your 

trustees. 
 

The big story is that the boilers in the GRACE Center need replacing, as well 

as two heat pumps.  Total cost - $31,000.  Our “new” addition is now 18 years 

old and has been needing an upgrade.  These heat pumps that move the heat 

and cold air around the building have been failing the last couple of years.  

We have replaced two of them and have repaired a third.  These two latest 

pumps help heat the upstairs day-care rooms.  Unfortunately, there are 

eleven heat pumps total.  Two have been replaced, one fixed, and after we 

fix these latest two, there will still be six more that will need replacing 

sometime in the near future. 
 

We cannot go without heat, so the trustees voted to go ahead with the 

project.  Repairs started the week of December 13th.  Now we just need to 

figure out how we are going to pay for these repairs.  Your trustees have not 

been negligent.  In the past three years, we have replaced the two boilers in 

the sanctuary and the two heat pumps.  We used money that we had saved 

up over the years.  However, this latest development is too big for the little 

earnings that we get from our endowment fund (about $4 to 5,000 a year).  

The McIntyres have offered to donate/lend us some money out of their 

food-pantry fund, but we did not think that this was right.  Our Children’s 

Place, who use the space, are struggling for money just as we are.  It was 

suggested that we try the Rotary and the Boy Scouts who also use the space.  

We are tracking that down.  It was also recommended that we try to get a 

grant from the Lisk/Morris foundation.  We are pursuing that as well.   
 

We also are hoping that our congregation can help out.  We are not many, 

but we are mighty.  Sally and I will be putting in an extra donation to help 

out.  We pray that you good folks would consider helping out as well.  If you 

are so inclined, please specifically mark your extra donation “Boiler Fund” so 

that we may track these special donations.   
 

Our church has been overcoming these obstacles for over 200 years.  This is 

just one more hurdle to get over so that we may bless the community and 

spread the word of God for another 200+ years from #1 East Main Street! 
 

God Bless,     

John B. Mueller 



 

 

Continuation of Getting to Know Your Volunteers: 

Sandy Allen is our contact with the shut-ins at the Spa Apartments.  

We pack bags and deliver to Sandy who then distributes to the 

apartments of those in need.  Sandy is a retired bean counter at the 

Wayne County ARC. She does most of the organizing/planning for a lot 

of the events that happen at the Spa. Her amazing energy also finds 

her helping family members with their fall canning and gardening 

needs. She is truly an inspiration to us at the Food Cupboard. 

Connie Jones really needs no introduction. Connie is Director of 

Residential Services at Wayne ARC. That job finds her with today’s 

staffing shortages working overnights at various houses in Wayne 

County. She is an E.M.S. volunteer through the Clifton Springs Fire 

Department. Always a can-do person with the needs that arise with 

the various church functions.  A blessing to have her help with the 

Food Cupboard. 

Dan McIntyre   315-521-3373 

Needs for January ~ Nothing!   

With the amazing donations we received 

these past two months, the Cupboard is in 

a great position to service folks for the 

month of January!  

A HUGE thank you to all who support our cupboard! 

 

 

ANGEL TREE 
 

Thank you to all who so generously donated to the Angel 
Tree again this year.  The outpouring of gifts to those in our 
community was amazing.  Bless you all!  

 



FAMILY PROMISE OF ONTARIO COUNTY 
 

Clifton Springs United Methodist Church is a support- congregation to Family 

Promise of Ontario County.  The following are year-end statistics on how 

Family Promise is making an impact in our community: 
 

• 13 families were sheltered in the Emergency Apartment Program (18 adults, 24 children 
over age 5, and 11 children under age 5 = 53 people) 

 

• 4 families gave birth to children while sheltered in the Emergency Apartment Program. 
 

• Total bed nights: 4,557, value: $66,528       Total Meals: 13,671, value: $41,013 
 

• By adding a Bilingual Case Manager in Geneva, sheltered Hispanic families increased from 
0% to 54% of the Emergency Apartment Program (31% white, and 15% black). 

 

• Stabilization was provided to 16 of the Graduate families, totaling 69 people. 
 

• 197 graduate family case management visits, serving a total of 669 people. 
 

• 59 Foodlink boxes were delivered with a value of $100/box, valuing $5,900. 
 

• Emergency Shelter Grants and Help Us Move-In Grants were provided, totaling $32,334 
in rent and utility payments (27 families, 30 adults, 61 children). 

 

• Application assistance was provided in person and by phone for the Emergency Rental 
Assistance Program (up to 12 months arrears rent/utilities) to 95 families totaling 173 
people. 

 

• Diversion assistance was provided to 2 families with 15 total people. 
 

Our Hosting Week with 
Family Promise of Ontario County 

Is Coming Up!!! 
 
Soon we will be able to engage face to face with our guests.  For now, there 
are still ways to support families in need.  Can you: 
 

* Volunteer in a Covid-safe way: reset an apartment, help manage 
donations, grocery shop for our families, help in the office. 

 

 * Donate gift cards for our families to buy groceries. 
 

 * Friday Night Out:  Make a meal for a family in our program, offering 
a “night off” for the parents 

 

 * Read to a preschooler over Zoom or other electronic means. 
 

So Many Ways to Help!  Get Creative and Reach Out! 
 
Watch for communication from your FPOC Coordinator or email David Simmons at 
fpocCEM@fpocny.org to learn more. 
 

mailto:fpocCEM@fpocny.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteers Needed 
 

 

The House of John is a residence for the terminally ill and their 

families.  Staff and volunteers provide physical care, emotional 

support, and spiritual sustenance as residents approach end of 

life.  Volunteering at the House can be a rich experience, one that 

binds the House of John family together, enriches the greater 

community, and makes a difference every day in the lives of the 

residents and their loved ones. 

Training and orientation are provided for all volunteer 

caregivers. Initially, prospective volunteers shadow with a 

seasoned volunteer to become acquainted with the House. 

Following volunteer training, new volunteers are always paired 

with an experienced caregiver. 

Take a look at the House of John’s website for pictures of the 

inside of their wonderful home and to view a short video.  

  

 

 

14 Spring Street 

Clifton Springs, NY  14432 

Phone: 315-462-5646 

Fax: 315-462-7986 

 E-mail: house@houseofjohn.org 



The practice of making New Year’s resolutions goes back 

over 3,000 years to the ancient Babylonians. There is just 

something about the start of a new year that gives us the 

feeling of a fresh start and a new beginning. The Bible does not speak 

for or against the concept of New Year’s resolutions. However, if a Christian 

determines to make a New Year’s resolution, what kind of resolution should 

he or she make?  Here are some suggestions: (1) pray to the Lord for wisdom 

(James 1:5) regarding what resolutions, if any, He would have you make; (2) 

pray for wisdom as to how to fulfill the goals God gives you; (3) rely on God’s 

strength to help you; (4) find an accountability partner who will help you and 

encourage you; (5) don’t become discouraged with occasional failures; 

instead, allow them to motivate you further; (6) don’t become proud or vain, 

but give God the glory. Psalm 37:5-6 says, “Commit your way to the LORD; 

trust in Him and He will do this: He will make your righteousness shine like 

the dawn, the justice of your cause like the noonday sun.” 

 
January Birthdays and Anniversaries 
1 –Morgan Cowan 
3 –Cathie Chabrier 
5 –Gary Vogel, Jennifer Mattoon 
7 –John Walti, Joan Handfield, Ryan Kerr 
8  –Rhianna Yates 
9 –Devin Hicks 
10 –Justin Nealey 
11 –Nancy Ellis, Eva Mae Williams 
13 –Eileen Welker 
14 –Scott Mattoon, Steve Strub, Alex Smith 
16  –Chance Rivera 
18 –Pat Gordner, Lucas Garver, Dave Forshay 
19 –Amy Maslyn, Janelle Yates 

20 –Fred & Sandy Worboys  
22  – Josh Smith, Diamond Jones, Aubrey King 
23  –Lori Reals, Audra Linsner 
25 –Ben Kauder, Christopher Eagley  
26 –Barb Maslyn, Karen Madera, Fred Hubbell 
27 –Tammy Charlette 
28 –Andrew Mullard 
29 –Aliene Payne, Donna Strub, Sarah Thornton, Tina Ebel 
31 –Emma Smith, Joseph Maslyn, Ella Fagner  

 

PLEASE ~ If information is incorrect or missing,  

Email Robyn at csumcsecretary@gmail.com. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%201.5
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2037.5-6
mailto:csumcsecretary@gmail.com


 

  
 
 
 
Fri. Dec  31 New Year’s Eve 
Sat. Jan     1 New Year’s Day 

Sun. Jan     2 9:30am - 10:30am Worship – sanctuary 
Wed. Jan     5 6:30pm - 7:30pm   Trustees’ Meeting 
Thur. Jan     6 6:30pm - 8:00pm    Choir Rehearsal - sanctuary 
 
Sun. Jan 9 9:30am - 10:30am  Worship – sanctuary 
   10:45am - 12:00pm Dish to Pass & Fellowship 
Wed. Jan 12 6:30pm - 7:30pm   Finance Committee Meeting 
Thur. Jan 13 6:30pm - 8:00pm    Choir Rehearsal – sanctuary 
Fri. Jan 14 6:30pm - 8:00pm    Mexico Mission Dinner 
 
Sun. Jan 16 9:30am - 10:30am  Worship – sanctuary 
Mon. Jan  17 Martin Luther King Day 
Thur. Jan 20 5:30pm - 7:00pm    Food Pantry Distribution 
  6:30pm - 8:00pm    Choir Rehearsal – sanctuary 
Fri. Jan 21 2:00pm - 6:30pm    Red Cross Blood Drive-Fire Hall 
 
Sun. Jan 23 9:30am - 10:30am  Worship – sanctuary 
Tue. Jan 25 6:00pm - 8:00pm  COM Meeting 
Thur. Jan 27 6:30pm - 8:00pm    Choir Rehearsal – sanctuary 
 
Sun. Jan 30 9:30am - 10:30am  Worship – sanctuary 
 
 
 

*All Worship services are livestreamed and can be viewed 

online using http://csumc.freeonlinechurch.com or on our 

YouTube channel. 

 

 

 



Church Contacts 

 
Pastor Church Secretary 
    Rev. Brian Fellows     Robyn Hanna  
    (315) 462-2274 church     (315) 462-2274 church 
    pastorbrianfellows@gmail.com     csumcsecretary@gmail.com 
  

Council on Ministries Missions 
    Rev. Brian Fellows     Sandy McIntrye 
    (315) 462-2274 church     (315) 521-2201 
    pastorbrianfellows@gmail.com     danandsandy@hotmail.com 
  

Trustees Finance 
    John Mueller     Laura DeCracker 
    (315) 462-6194     (315) 945-0799 
    johnmuellerwbf@gmail.com     ldecracker@outlook.com 
  

Christian Education and Youth Worship 
         Melissa Lenhart 
    (315) 462-2274 church     (315) 521-9227 
     csumceducation@gmail.com      malenhart@rochester.rr.com 
  

United Methodist Women Music Ministry 
   Laura DeCracker      David Hamilton 
   (315) 945-0799     607-749-9704 
   ldecracker@outlook.com     dhhamilton@live.com 
  

Food Ministry Ushers 
    Dan McIntyre     Steve Strub 
    (315) 521-3373     (585) 208-6447 
    danandsandy@hotmail.com     steve.strub@wegmans.com 
  

Funeral Receptions SPRC 
    Cherry McIntyre/Sharon Ranger     Gail Conners 
    (585) 526-5811/(315) 462-9221     (585) 746-2922 
prmac3@aol.com    cookin1231@gmail.com      gailaconners@gmail.com 
  

Prayer Chain Visitation Team Ministry 
   Gail Conners     Gail Conners 
   (585) 746-2922     (585) 746-2922 
   gailaconners@gmail.com     gailaconners@gmail.com 
      
  
Treasurer Historian 

    Barbara Middlebrook     Jim Conners 

    (315) 462-2274 church     (585) 746-6921 
    csumctreasurer@gmail.com     jconners@rochester.rr.com 

 

mailto:pastorbrianfellows@gmail.com
mailto:csumcsecretary@gmail.com
mailto:pastorbrianfellows@gmail.com
mailto:danandsandy@hotmail.com
mailto:johnmuellerwbf@gmail.com
mailto:ldecracker@outlook.com
mailto:csumceducation@gmail.com
mailto:malenhart@rochester.rr.com
mailto:ldecracker@outlook.com
mailto:dhhamilton@live.com
mailto:danandsandy@hotmail.com
mailto:steve.strub@wegmans.com
mailto:prmac3@aol.com
mailto:cookin1231@gmail.com
mailto:gailaconners@gmail.com
mailto:gailaconners@gmail.com
mailto:gailaconners@gmail.com
mailto:gailaconners@gmail.com
mailto:csumctreasurer@gmail.com
mailto:jconners@rochester.rr.com
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