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  Learning Loving and Leading 
  There are several ideas floating around in society about 
deconstruction; the church is not immune to the 

conversation. Deconstruction theology is a thing, and it is being 
taught.  It asks us to consider what we believe and why.  I see this as 
an important conversation as we consider loving, learning, and 
leading in our community.   I relate better in this discussion when I go 
back to the foundations of the Wesley Quadrilateral. The first 
deconstruction would be to tell you that Wesley did not name it, but 
it does describe how Wesley wrestled with some of his questions of 
faith.  Albert Outler, a 20th century theologian, named it.  Scripture is 
the foundation.  The other three sides are tradition, experience, and 
reason.  All your truths should have their foundation in scripture.  
Once you know what scripture says, you can then study how 
traditions in your faith community, society, and family inform what 
scripture says.  Your experiences in your faith journey can be weighed 
in and then you reason your truth.  
Society mistrusts the church as church values continue to clash with 
society.  The better we know and understand our truths, the better we 
can help people know Christ.  Scripture will always be a constant.  
Traditions, experiences, and reason will always be variables.  As we 
love, learn, and lead, we need to be open to how others interpret 
scripture with the aid of the variables.  Some understandings and 
perspectives will challenge you.  Don’t let the differences prevent you 
from expressing God’s love for all God’s children. 
One of the foundations of scripture is love.  Everything we do should 
be motivated by love.  In the days ahead, we will be challenged to love 
our neighbors.  In the days ahead, loving our neighbors will be more 
challenging.  Our traditions, experiences, and our reasoning are 
different but should never get in the way of revealing the love of God 
to the children of God.  Loving leads us to a place of learning that will 
help us teach leading. 

-Pastor Brian 

our 
   United Methodist Church                  Clifton Springs 

 

 



Choir Corner 12/2021  
 

Just a short note this month.   A reminder that 
we will be presenting our Christmas cantata 
during our Sunday service on December 19th. 
We’re still looking for narrators – one female, 

one male. Contact me right away if you are 
interested and available.  I’ll get you a copy of the script 
right away and we’ll have a dress rehearsal on 
Thursday 12/16 at 6:30.  
 

Also, it is never too late to join our choir.  If you would like to sing 
with us, give me a call! (Especially if you are an Alto – we need another 
alto or two.)   
 

For the praise of His glory,  
David Hamilton, Director  
 
 

ACCEPTING NEW MEMBERS!  
 

We will be accepting new 
members into our church on 
Sunday, December 5th.  If you 
are interested in becoming a 
member, please reach out to 
Pastor Brian.   
 

 

ADVENT BIBLE STUDY 
Beginning November 28th, Jean Hamilton will be leading 
an Advent Bible Study during the adult class that meets 
after worship on Sundays (10:45-ish).  It is called “Because 
of Bethlehem: Love is Born, Hope is Here” by Max 

Lucado.  Please let Jean know asap if you are interested in coming 
since study books are limited. 
 

 

ANNUAL CHARGE CONFERENCE  
 

Our Annual Charge Conference was recently held at the church.  
Meeting minutes from said conference can be accessed on our website, 
https://csumc.com, by clicking on “2021 Charge Conference 
Minutes“ under “Links” on the Home Page. 

https://csumc.com/


MATTHEW 25: MINISTRIES 

PILL BOTTLE DONATIONS 
 

We will once again be collecting pill bottles for Matthew 25: 

Ministries.  This ministry accepts donations of empty plastic pill 

bottles for inclusion in shipment of medical supplies and for 

shredding and recycling; fulfilling the dual need of improving 

medical care in developing countries and caring for the 

environment.  Pill bottles not appropriate to include with 

shipments of medical supplies are recycled and generate 

revenue supporting Matthew 25: Ministries’ programs.   
 

Large and small prescription pill bottles and over-the-counter 

pill bottles are accepted, as are pill bottles with and without 

secure (child-resistant) caps.   If you are interested in donating 

to this ministry, please remove all labels, leaving no glue or 

residue; wash bottles in hot soapy water; rinse, and let dry 

thoroughly; replace lids on clean, dry bottles; sort bottles by 

color and type; and place in large zip-lock bags marked “Clean 

Bottles.”  Please drop bottles off at the church office. 

 
 

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
 COAT GIVEAWAY 

 

If you or anyone you know is need of a warm winter coat, 
please contact St. John’s Episcopal Church at 315-462-6611. 

 

Coats, hats, scarves, and gloves 
will be provided throughout the end of winter. 

 

 

 

Thank you to Ann Chatfield for your many years of 

service managing our prayer chain! 



 CLIFTON SPRINGS 

FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS  
 

We will once again be participating in the “fill-a-tin” 

cookie sale during Clifton’s Festival of Lights on December 3rd 

from 5:00pm – 8:00pm.  The church will have pre-filled bags of 

cookies for sale.  All proceeds will benefit our scholarship fund.   
 

Cookie Baking / Donation 
If you are interested in baking for this 

event, please feel free to join us in the 

Church kitchen on November 29th at 

5:30pm.   If you would prefer to bake 

at home, please drop your cookie donation 

off at the church by Sunday, November 28th and the United 

Methodist Women will package your cookies.  You may also 

drop-off pre-made cookie dough by the 28th for our baking 

gathering on the 29th. 
 

 

ANGEL TREE 
An Angel Tree will be set-up in the sanctuary from 

November 22nd through December 13th. 

Please take an angel from the tree, buy a present for the 

age indicated, and place your unwrapped gift under the 

tree by December 13th.   These gifts will be given to families in 

need in our community.  
 

The church collected 87 shoeboxes this year for 

Operation Christmas Child!  Thank you to all who filled 

boxes and donated supplies.  Thank you also to those 

who donated money to fill and ship these boxes. 



 
 

 

In the next few months, we will be introducing our food-pantry 

volunteers.  We have an amazing group of dedicated folks that all have 

a story to tell! 

Pat Gordner (a.k.a. Sarge) has had many years of volunteer work 

including U.M.W., V.B.S., and of course our food ministry.  She is retired 

from the Department of Defense and lives in Clifton Springs with her 

husband of 29 years, Bill.  The nickname Sarge came from her ability to 

keep us in line back in the days of Client Choice.  Now we serve curb-

side, and Pat coordinates the dairy product packing and distribution, as 

well as keeping us straight with the protein/meat   packs.  Pat’s devotion 

and dedication comes partly from her mother who lived in Columbus, 

New York, and served many years in the local food cupboard. 

Steele Hahn also comes from a background of community service. 
Steele, who sits in his usual spot in the balcony, moved here from 
Pennsylvania about a year ago and is the father of Sally Mueller.  To list 
just a few of his services would include 20 years of volunteering at a 
local hospital back in Pennsylvania; involvement in Red Cross Disaster 
Relief; working with youth, including Sunday school; involvement with 
Friends of the N.R.A.; teaching hunting and fishing skills; and being a 
member of the Lions Club.  Now, we are truly blessed to have such an 
experienced volunteer in our ministry.  Steele packs and delivers food 
bags to the Spa Apartment shut-ins.   On Thursdays, he helps with our 
curb-side distribution, issuing food packs. 
 

More volunteer stories to come! 
 
Needs for December include: gravy, cake mixes, stuffing, and 

cranberry sauce. 

Dan McIntyre 315-521-3373 

 

NEXT FOOD COLLECTION IS SUNDAY DECEMBER 5. 



Let’s all try to do this and bring our boxes to church on 

Christmas Eve!  If you need to have yours picked up, email 

Robyn at csumcsecretary@gmail.com. 

 

 

 



MISSIONS AND OUTREACH  
At our recent Charge Conference, I admitted to our District Superintendent, Carlos 
Rosa Laguer, that I under reported our missions and outreach.  We did not send any 
VIM teams to do missions outside of our community, but we do many things in our 
community and support many things beyond our community that reveal God’s love.  
Carlos believes that our heart and our passion for God is revealed in what we do 
within our communities and with the people we witness God to in our ordinary and 
everyday life.  Carlos encouraged us to celebrate more on the things we do!  
Therefore, and I am sure I will miss some things because we do so many, but here 
are things on my list: 
 

Food Pantry – Over 40 families a month receive support through the Kid’s Pantry. 
The Kids’ Pantry team also is available to fill emergency needs, literally just a phone 
call away. The team also supports other Pantries in the area with their time and 
talent. They monitor remote cupboards with supplies closer to the people that need 
them. 
 

Operation Christmas Child – We filled 87 Shoeboxes that will help children outside 
of our community come to know Christ.  Each of those Christmas boxes had a cross 
square in them.  A home-made fabric pocket that contains a cross.  These are 
available in the GRACE Center for anyone who would like one or would like to give 
one to someone in their Journey of Faith. 
 

Prayer Shawls – We have people who make prayer shawls for those going through 
challenging situations. The shawls are prayed over while being made and prayed 
over before they are given.  God’s love is a part of the process.  We give them in the 
hope that those receiving them know of God’s love and feel God’s love when they 
hold or wear the shawl.  
 

We are a supporting church of Ontario County Family Promise.  OCFP helps families 
in our area break the cycle of poverty and homelessness through education and 
support. 
 

Habitat for Humanity – several in our congregation volunteer time, treasure, and 
talent to Habitat for Humanity, an organization that helps families obtain and 
maintain homes. 
 

Many of our members are involved in the Fire Department, coming to the aid of 
neighbors and strangers in some of their most vulnerable times of life. 
 

House of John – several members volunteer their time, treasure, and talent to the 
local comfort-care house, providing companionship, love, and assistance to people 
and families as loved ones go through the death and grieving processes. 
 
Our building is in use every day and almost every evening for Rotary, Scouting, Our 
Children’s Place, and many other groups. 



We average more than 20 views a week to our YouTube channel where we stream 
the worship service. 
 

We have an average higher than 1,000 people seeing our posts on Facebook. More 
than 250 people on average interact with our Facebook posts. 
 

I apologize if I have missed something.  We are very active in outreach and missions 
and all need to be celebrated. 
 

-Pastor Brian 
 

December Birthdays and Anniversaries 
1 –Hannah Shedenhelm, Steve Charlette 
2 –Chuck Norton, Geoffrey Mattoon, Henry Ranger 
3 –Marlayna Wertz, Becky Sloane 
4 –Jim Conners, Deb Forshay, Logan Giles 
7 –Brian Madera 

7  –Bill & Allison Wellman  
8  –Julie Waite 
9 –John Severson, Lorraine Hubbell 
10 –Casey Spence, Shari Garver 

10 –Linda & A H. Mascioli  
11 –Glenda Landis  
14 –Darren Bump 
15 –Ellen Pfeif, Bill Taylor, Catherine Worden 
16  –Glenn Trautman, Ken Shultes, Louis Chabrier, Megan DeHond 
17  –Sarah Vanderhoof 
18 –John Maslyn, Ruth Gardner, Charlotte Staples 
21 –Kris VanDuyne 
21 – Shirley Smith 
23  –Donna Phillips 
24 –Clayton Snow 
25 –Jessica Coulombe  
26 –Ann Chatfield 
28 –Cadence Spence, Zavier Cullen 
29 –Carol Pries, Sue Bright 
30 –Brandon DeHond 
31 –Ken Smith  

 

PLEASE ~ If information is incorrect or missing, email 

Robyn at csumcsecretary@gmail.com. 

mailto:csumcsecretary@gmail.com


  
 
 
 
Thur. Nov 25 Thanksgiving Day 
Fri. Nov 26 Native American Heritage Day 

Sun. Nov 28 9:30am - 10:30am Worship – sanctuary 
Mon. Nov 29      5:30pm    Cookie Bake for Festival of Lights 
Wed. Dec    1 6:30pm - 7:30pm   Trustees’ Meeting 
Thur. Dec    2 6:30pm - 8:00pm    Choir Rehearsal - sanctuary 
 
Sun. Dec    5 9:30am - 10:30am  Worship – sanctuary 
    Food Collection Sunday 
Thur. Dec    9 6:30pm - 8:00pm    Choir Rehearsal - sanctuary 
 
Sun. Dec  12 9:30am - 10:30am  Worship – sanctuary 
Tue. Dec  14 6:30pm - 7:30pm    Finance Committee Meeting 
Thur. Dec  16 5:30pm - 7:00pm    Food Pantry Distribution 
  6:30pm - 8:00pm    Choir Rehearsal - sanctuary 
 
Sun. Dec  19 9:30am - 10:30am  Worship – sanctuary 
   Christmas Cantata 
Thur. Dec  23 6:30pm - 8:00pm    Choir Rehearsal - sanctuary 
Fri. Dec  24 6:00pm - 7:00pm    Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
  8:00pm - 9:00pm    Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
Sat. Dec  25 Christmas Day 
 
Sun. Dec  26 9:30am - 10:30am  Worship – sanctuary 
Tue. Dec  28 6:00pm - 8:00pm  COM Meeting 
Thur. Dec  30 6:30pm - 8:00pm    Choir Rehearsal - sanctuary 
Fri. Dec  31 New Year’s Eve 
Sat. Jan     1 New Year’s Day 
 
 

*All Worship services are livestreamed and can be viewed 

online using http://csumc.freeonlinechurch.com or on our 

YouTube channel. 



Church Contacts 

 
Pastor Church Secretary 
    Rev. Brian Fellows     Robyn Hanna  
    (315) 462-2274 church     (315) 462-2274 church 
    pastorbrianfellows@gmail.com     csumcsecretary@gmail.com 
  

Council on Ministries Missions 
    Rev. Brian Fellows     Sandy McIntrye 
    (315) 462-2274 church     (315) 521-2201 
    pastorbrianfellows@gmail.com     danandsandy@hotmail.com 
  

Trustees Finance 
    John Mueller     Laura DeCracker 
    (315) 462-6194     (315) 945-0799 
    johnmuellerwbf@gmail.com     ldecracker@outlook.com 
  

Christian Education and Youth Worship 
         Melissa Lenhart 
    (315) 462-2274 church     (315) 521-9227 
     csumceducation@gmail.com      malenhart@rochester.rr.com 
  

United Methodist Women Music Ministry 
   Laura DeCracker      David Hamilton 
   (315) 945-0799     607-749-9704 
   ldecracker@outlook.com     dhhamilton@live.com 
  

Food Ministry Ushers 
    Dan McIntyre     Steve Strub 
    (315) 521-3373     (585) 208-6447 
    danandsandy@hotmail.com     steve.strub@wegmans.com 
  

Funeral Receptions SPRC 
    Cherry McIntyre/Sharon Ranger     Gail Conners 
    (585) 526-5811/(315) 462-9221     (585) 746-2922 
prmac3@aol.com    cookin1231@gmail.com      gailaconners@gmail.com 
  

Prayer Chain Visitation Team Ministry 
   Gail Conners     Gail Conners 
   (585) 746-2922     (585) 746-2922 
   gailaconners@gmail.com     gailaconners@gmail.com 
      
  
Treasurer Historian 

    Barbara Middlebrook     Jim Conners 

    (315) 462-2274 church     (585) 746-6921 
    csumctreasurer@gmail.com     jconners@rochester.rr.com 
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