
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

                                
                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September Newsletter 

Clifton Springs United Methodist Church 

A Loving Church for a Living Lord! 
Rev. Brian Fellows - Pastor 

Mail: 1 East Main Street, Clifton Springs, NY  14432 
315-462-2274 church office and study       585-739-8431 cell 

E-MAIL:  pastorbrianfellows@gmail.com 
Church E-MAIL:   csumcsecretary@gmail.com 

Look for the beauty around you, 

And when you see it, 

Remember to thank God! 



Connec ion 
September 2021 Edition 

  Learning Loving and Leading 

  How is your summer going? As I write this, Cindy and I 

are getting ready to take some time off before it is time 

for school again. You might be wondering, so I’m going 

to tell you, what summer has looked like at church. 

Our Children’s Place continues to keep our building busy. The 

addition continues to challenge our trustees because of its age. 

Much of the equipment is reaching the end of its lifetime. This 

summer the challenge has been the cooling tower. We knew it would 

need some attention; we were not taken by surprise. 

Worship attendance has been steady and consistent, just a bit below 

what pre-pandemic summer worship attendance was. We had 89 

views of our YouTube channel over the past 28 days, about 22 views 

per week. I am pleased with those numbers and often consider how 

we can deepen the engagement of our online disciples.  

We recently completed our Vacation Bible School; thank you to all 

the adults and older youth who led younger children, organized 

games, snacks, and crafts as well as those who helped decorate the 

facility to help engage our young people. We had between 8 and 12 

young people who participated each night.  

I am leading our Committee on Ministry to consider the mission and 

ministry of our church through the lenses of Loving, Learning and 

Leading. We take time for devotions by considering a scripture and 

reflection of the scripture. We then talk about how the scripture 

engages and impacts us. I then invite the COM to talk about the 
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   United Methodist Church                  Clifton Springs 

 

 



places we see God at work in our lives and in the life of the 

community. We learn from each other what our ministry teams are 

doing. We talk about how we can come alongside each other to 

focus our time and talents. We also talk about holding ourselves and 

each other accountable to the goals and ministries we have agreed 

are important. 

September is coming quickly. We have many challenges ahead 

including how to safely continue to gather in person. We need to 

continue to reveal the love of Christ in our choices. If you don’t feel 

well or if you have been to a place that might cause you to be 

carrying illness, we welcome you to join us virtually. I plan to 

continue to worship in person, but I also trust the wisdom of the 

leadership of the church. We will make choices about activities 

together. We need to be creative about engaging our digital 

disciples. Just as in person worship is a gateway to mission and 

ministry, the same is true of joining in worship virtually. We need to 

have open minds and open hearts in how to engage the youth in our 

community. Please be in prayer and conversation about what youth 

ministry looks like in our new reality, and how you are a part of God’s 

plan. 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Brian 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Our Worship Service is livestreamed 

every Sunday at 9:30. 

Join us on our YouTube channel,  

or at csumc.freechurchonline.com 

 

 

 

 

 



Sew Sisters 
From Sandy McIntyre 

 

 

Sewing day is scheduled for September 21st, 9AM to 1PM.   

We will be making dresses and dolls for the Operation Christmas Child 

shoeboxes. All are welcome.   

If you plan to attend, please let Sandy McIntyre know so we can set up for 

all who wish to attend. Hope to see you there. If you can only come for part 

of the time, that’s fine! 

(315) 521-2201 or danandsandy@hotmail.com 

 

A thought from Steele Hahn: 

A thought from Steele Hahn: 

I have had the below in my wallet since the twenty years I was a Sunday 

School teacher and youth group leader and it means a lot. 

 

"A hundred years from now it will not matter what my bank account 

was, the sort of house I lived in or the kind of car I drove.....but the 

world may be different  because I was important in the life of a child." 

 

 

 

 

Donations can be made directly from the  

website through our secure online donation 

software. Please consider making your  

donation online using your computer or  

phone.  The website address is  

http://csumc.com. 

mailto:danandsandy@hotmail.com
http://csumc.com/


 

 

 

The Kids’ Pantry was started when we realized a need to help the 

families of the Head Start kids attending day care with O.C.P.   It soon 

became apparent that others in our community were struggling with 

food insecurity. We have expanded to service any and all that 

request our help.   

We are registered with Ontario County as an emergency food 

cupboard. Agencies in the area will contact us or help us reach out to 

those with immediate need.  Meaning we are basically available 

24/7.  

Pastor Brian is also a vital contact between our Food Ministry and 

the community at risk! 

We are a member of Food Link, a non-profit business in Rochester 

serving a 10-county region of western New York. Food Link secures 

grants from state and private sources. Grants are given out to Food 

Cupboards that we can then use to buy reduced food items from 

Food Link and also the U.S.D.A. 

Membership with Food Link comes with some stipulations. One is we 

distribute a minimum of 3 days’ worth of food based on family size. 

Another is trying to provide as healthy a selection of foods as we 

have available. 

All our volunteers are trained in safe food handling and also 

nonbiased dealing with clients.    

If you think you have a couple of hours a month to help, please 

contact: 

Dan McIntyre    315-521-3373  

 



 
 

 
 

A few weeks ago, I had conversation with Family Promise of Ontario 

County. They paired a board member with a staff member and were 

contacting the clergy of the churches that come alongside them in ministry. 

The pandemic changed how they go about helping families experiencing 

homelessness. Before the pandemic, churches in the county would host a 

family for a week. During that time, children would go to school in their 

normal school districts. Parents would receive counseling and education at 

the FPOC center in Canandaigua. FPOC helps parents with budgeting and 

other skills necessary for running a household and staying employed. They 

help families end the cycles of homelessness and poverty. 

Host churches help with homework and provide meals for the families 

while they are in the community. Socialization is also important in the 

program so that families build relationships in communities and know they 

are not alone in the challenges they face. Host churches work with support 

churches in their area. Wellspring Church is the host church in our 

community, we are a support church. 



To support families in the realities of the pandemic, FPOC leased an 

apartment in Canandaigua. Host and support churches still help with meals, 

Children are still educated in their home districts and education still 

happens at the FPOC center.  

There is great concern for the approaching end of the moratorium of 

evictions. FPOC is concerned about an increase of homelessness. They have 

been proactive in the concern. They work with both tenants and landlords 

to find solutions so that evictions don’t happen. They also have received a 

grant to have more apartments available as temporary housing for families 

evicted, helping them find new permanent homes. They also have financial 

assistance for tenants and landlords to ease the effects of the pandemic, 

recognizing that landlords often depend on rental income for their own 

financial stability. 

If you want to know more about Family Promise of Ontario County, I 

encourage you to visit www.familypromiseontariocounty.org 

Pastor Brian 

 

 

 

 

http://www.familypromiseontariocounty.org/


Planning for 
October 
2021  

Wed Sept 1      6:30pm – 7:30pm Trustees Meeting 
Sun Sept 5    9:30am - 10:30am  Worship* - sanctuary  

Food Donation Sunday  
Mon Sept 6  Labor Day Chicken BBQ  
Fri Sept 10  2:00pm - 6:30pm  Blood Drive 
Sun Sept 12  9:30am - 10:30am  Worship - sanctuary 
Tue Sept 14  6:30pm - 7:30pm   Finance Meeting  
Thu Sept 16  5:30pm - 7:00pm   Food Pantry Distribution 
Sun Sept 19  9:30am - 10:30am  Worship - sanctuary 
Mon Sept 20  6:30pm - 7:30pm  Council on Ministries 
Tues Sept 21  9:00am - 1:00 pm  Sew Sisters Sewing Day 
Sun Sept 26  9:30am - 10:30am  Worship - sanctuary 

*All Worship services are livestreamed and can be viewed online using 

http://csumc.freeonlinechurch.com or on our YouTube channel. 

 

Choir Corner 

I hope you have enjoyed the Special Music we’ve been having for the 

summer – we’ve enjoyed presenting it!  Even though the choir has 

been on a break for a couple of months, planning for the upcoming Fall 

and Winter seasons is well underway.  I’ve picked music for Choir 

Anthems from early September through the middle of January and 

we’ll be meeting soon to plan our All Saints and Advent services and 

music.  I’ve ordered and received music for a Christmas Cantata that We’ll be 

presenting in December called “The Road To Bethlehem – A Journey to the 

Newborn King.”  Choir rehearsals for Sunday Anthems will start up again on 

Thursday, September 2nd, and Christmas Cantata rehearsals will begin a few weeks 

thereafter. 

We are a friendly group and have a lot of fun singing and fellowshipping.  If you are 

interested in joining us, please contact me for next steps.  We’d love to have more 

voices to sing His praises together! 

All praise be to our God, the Rock! 

David Hamilton, director 

607-749-9704 – dhhamilton@live.com 

mailto:dhhamilton@live.com


September Birthdays 

  
1 -  Amanda Spence 
2 -  Brenda Brickle, Jason Wertz 
6 -  Jay Smith, Jessie Kauder 
7 -  Carol Wertz 
8 -  Allison Ranger 
9 -  Carol Wohlhueter, Austin Yates, Dan King, Terron Schoonerman,  
       Glenn Shultes, Clarice Trautman  
11 - Nancy Busby, Linda Youngman, Jacqueline MacCammon 
13 - Jade Schoonerman, Lorrie Spence 
14 - Brendan Kauder, Darlene Romeiser 
16 - Lynda Schwab, Randy Thurston Jr. 
18 - Thomas Mueller, Emma Ranger, Ethan Shedenhelm 
20 - Matthew Mattoon, Don Romeiser, Keith VanDuyne, Sullivan Kemak 
21 - Caroline Strub, Collin Bowman 
22 - Spencer Linsner 
25 - Nikki Delpriore, Abigail Spence, Howard Hughson, Brenda Nudd, 
        Kaylin Thurston 
26 - Jane Hahn 
27 - Cody Schmitt, Debbie Herry, Jim Snow, Jenny Levine 
30 - Breeyn Bengtson 

 

September Anniversaries 
 

1  -  Patrick & Jessica Spence, James & Val Allen 

2  -  Becky & Mark Goodman 

5  -  Nikki and Danny Delpriore 

11 - Lynn and Lorrie Spence, Jim & Cathy Snow, Carol & Ed Wertz 

14 - Jim and Kris Conners 

29 – Penny Sue and Roman Smith 

 

 

 

 

I need your help! 

If information is incorrect or missing, please email 

Jean at jch6912@outlook.com to have it corrected. 

mailto:jch6912@outlook.com


 
 

ADVERTISING CHURCH EVENTS 
 

The Church would like to ensure that all sponsored events (chicken 

barbeque, chicken and biscuit dinner, VBS, etc.) are given ample 

time to be advertised. Therefore, if you have an event coming up, 

once a date has been cleared by the Church office and placed on the 

Church calendar, please fill-out an “Event Advertising Form.”  Said 

form will request specifics for your event, as well as choices as to 

how you would like it advertised (newsletter, flyer, Penny Saver, radio 

station, etc.)  Copies of the form can be located in the Grace Center 

in the stand-up file below the Church mailboxes. If you would prefer 

to have a copy emailed to you, please feel free to email Robyn at 

csumcsecretary@gmail.com for a copy.  

    

  

mailto:csumcsecretary@gmail.com


Church Contacts 

 
Pastor Church Secretary 
    Rev. Brian Fellows     Robyn Hanna  
    (315) 462-2274 church     (315) 462-2274 church 
    pastorbrianfellows@gmail.com     csumcsecretary@gmail.com 
  

Council on Ministries Missions 
    Dan McIntyre     Sandy McIntrye 
    (315) 521-3373     (315) 521-2201 
    danandsandy@hotmail.com     danandsandy@hotmail.com 
  

Trustees Finance 
    John Mueller     Laura DeCracker 
    (315) 462-6194     (315) 945-0799 
    johnmuellerwbf@gmail.com     ldecracker@outlook.com 
  

Christian Education and Youth Worship 
         Melissa Lenhart 
    (315) 462-2274 church     (315) 521-9227 
csumceducation@gmail.com      malenhart@rochester.rr.com 
  

United Methodist Women Music Ministry 
   Laura DeCracker      David Hamilton 
   (315) 945-0799     607-749-9704 
   ldecracker@outlook.com     dhhamilton@live.com 
  

Food Ministry Ushers 
    Dan & Sandy McIntyre     Steve Strub 
    (315) 521-3373, (315) 521-2201     (585) 208-6447 
    danandsandy@hotmail.com     steve.strub@wegmans.com 
  

Funeral Receptions SPRC 
    Cherry McIntyre/Sharon Ranger     Gail Conners 
    (585) 526-5811/(315) 462-9221     (585) 746-2922 
prmac3@aol.com    cookin1231@gmail.com      gailaconners@gmail.com 
  

Prayer Chain Visitation Team Ministry 
    Online – Ann Chatfield     Gail Conners 
    achatfie@rochester.rr.com     (585) 746-2922 
    Phone – Lynda Schwab     gailaconners@gmail.com 
    (315) 548-0548  
  
Treasurer Historian 

    Barbara Middlebrook     Jim Conners 

    (315) 462-2274 church     (585) 746-6921 
    csumctreasurer@gmail.com     jconners@rochester.rr.com 

 

mailto:pastorbrianfellows@gmail.com
mailto:csumcsecretary@gmail.com
mailto:danandsandy@hotmail.com
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mailto:johnmuellerwbf@gmail.com
mailto:ldecracker@outlook.com
mailto:csumceducation@gmail.com
mailto:malenhart@rochester.rr.com
mailto:ldecracker@outlook.com
mailto:dhhamilton@live.com
mailto:danandsandy@hotmail.com
mailto:steve.strub@wegmans.com
mailto:prmac3@aol.com
mailto:cookin1231@gmail.com
mailto:gailaconners@gmail.com
mailto:gailaconners@gmail.com
mailto:achatfie@rochester.rr.com
mailto:gailaconners@gmail.com
mailto:csumctreasurer@gmail.com
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