
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                
                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April Newsletter 

Clifton Springs United Methodist Church 

A Loving Church for a Living Lord! 
Rev. Brian Fellows - Pastor 

Mail: 1 East Main Street, Clifton Springs, NY  14432 

315-462-2274 church office and study       585-739-8431 cell 

E-MAIL:  pastorbrianfellows@gmail.com 

Church E-MAIL:   csumcsecretary@gmail.com 

He is Risen! 
Hallelujah! 

 
Celebrate the Victory! 



 

 

 

  April 2021 Edition 
 

 

Learning Loving and Leading 

In worship on Sunday March 14, I closed with a 
reminder of where we had been and how far we have 
come in the past year.  

On March 15, 2020 Casowasco was present to give us a preview of 
camp for the Summer and it was our first attempt at livestreaming. 
My laptop Computer was used from the rail of the balcony. We had 
more people in worship on March 14, 2021 than we did on March 
15, 2020. Over the past year, our in-person attendance averaged 
25.23 in-person and 57.46 on-line per Sunday. The average for the 
Finger Lakes District was 9.56 in-person and 23.55 on-line. For the 
Annual Conference 22.96 in-person and 85.41 on-line. It is only one 
measure of vitality but, I believe it gives you an idea of how well we 
have done. 

It is important to remind ourselves of where we once were and the 
lessons we have learned between then and now. The ways I have 
learned to lead and to love amaze me and I hope you pause to think 
about the new skills you have learned through the experiences of the 
past year. Socializing is very different, greeting people other than 
giving a handshake or a hug. We have learned to express emotion 
when our mouth is covered and learned to read emotions in others 
when we cannot see the expression on their face. It still feels 
awkward to walk into a bank with my face covered. 

We learned that we could worship in community and in our living 
rooms, some people even enjoy being able to worship in their PJ’s. 

            



We know we can have meetings and Bible study through technology 
as well. Some things are better in person but we can adjust to new 
ways of doing things as well. We learned new ways of loving others 
when we could not gather as community for grieving, birthdays and 
other celebrations. Think about all the creative ways ordinary heroes 
were celebrated and how we celebrated graduations. 

Our leadership capacity grew as people came forward to lead, teach 
and walk beside each other in our wilderness places. People stepped 
into mission and ministry that they were passionate about and 
people found new places of passion because of the wilderness. 
Because of our experiences our creativity and willingness to try new 
things has grown. 

We failed at some things as well but, that is part of learning and 
trying. Some of the things I learned about myself and some of the 
things we learned together are painful; we are forever changed. I 
hope we will remember and continue to grow as we move forward. I 
hope you will remember as we emerge from Lent into Easter and as 
we move to a place of health and promise in society that God is ever 
and always about the work of creating and recreating. 

Thank you for journeying alongside of me, 

Blessings,  

Pastor Brian 

 

+   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   + 
 

 

Donations can be made 
directly from the website 
through our secure online 
donation software.  Please 
consider making your  
donation online.  The  
website address is  
csumc.com. 



 

Greetings from Christian Education! We continue to offer in-
person and virtual opportunities to engage with the CSUMC Christian 
Education program! A video lesson is now available on our YouTube 
page. If you are interested in getting a package that includes all the 
supplies that are needed for any of the crafts and activities please let 
Stefanie Fellows know.  

 
There are still a few more opportunities to join us for in-

person events. The remaining days for teen night are 6-7:30 pm on 
4/11 and 5/2. Our last two Sunday Funday’s will be 3-4:30 pm on 
4/18 and 5/16. We always love to see new faces, no matter if that be 
new kids and teens or adult volunteers!  

 
As always, if you are interested in volunteering or have any questions 

email Stefanie Fellows at csumceducation@gmail.com 

+   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   + 
 

 

Spring is getting here!!!  It is concerning to report that the latest 

statistics from Ontario county still show that 1 in 7 children have 

food insecurity, meaning their concern of where the next meal is 

coming from. We of the CSUMC Food Ministry will continue to 

provide to any and all nutritious varying food items.  We are a 

registered emergency food cupboard and will provide help 24/7.  

If you think you would like to help please contact Dan or Sandy 

McIntyre (315-521-3373 or 315-521-2201). 

Needs continue to be soups, cereals and fruit items. 

mailto:csumceducation@gmail.com


 

 

Hello United Methodists, 

As of this writing, spring seems to be around the corner, the snow is 

receding, and the maple sap is running.  Thanks again to all those 

who helped with snow removal.  Now to get geared up to get the 

lawns in shape and the flower beds popping.   

Finger Lakes Comfort just completed putting the blower motor in the 

storage closet that heats the lounge and conference room.  Let’s 

hope that works.  They also replaced the wax ring in the Narthex 

bathroom.  Let us know if the sewer smell comes back.  Try not to 

confuse the smell with the sulfur spring that sometimes runs through 

the church’s basement.   

On the to do list – we hope to update the sign out front as it is 

looking a bit tired.  We need to get some outlet covers changed and 

furnace filters replaced.  The refrigerator in the parsonage needs 

replacing.  Any one looking to get rid of theirs?  We have 3 

emergency lights that need replacing.  We also need to do some 

touch up painting around the GRACE center.  Let us know if you 

would like to lend a hand. 

As always, please contact any of the trustees if you notice something 

that needs tending to.  

God Bless, 

John B. Mueller 

+   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   + 
 
 

 
 

Our Worship Service is livestreamed 

every Sunday at 9:30.  Join us on our 

YouTube channel, or at 

csumc.freechurchonline.com 
 



 

Thank you for your support for CareNet of Wayne County through 
the Baby Bottle fundraiser. I don’t yet have a total of our donation 
but your support is greatly appreciated. 

St. Pauly Textile, the donation box we have near the dumpsters at 
church sent us a note thanking us for having the donation site. 
31,443 pounds of clothing was donated through the site. It helped 
clothe an estimated 2,507 people all over the world. The site 
contributed $1,257 to our mission and ministry over the past year. 
 

 

Holy Week is March 29 to April 3. Our schedule of services and 
events is as follows: 

Palm Sunday, March 28 - Worship: 9:30 in-person and Livestreamed. 

Holy Thursday April 1 - Remembrance of the Last Supper 7:00pm in-
person and livestreamed 

Good Friday April 2 - Cantata at 7:00pm in-person and livestreamed. 
(See Choir Corner) 

Self-guided Stations of the Cross will be an outdoor experience 
available all day on Good Friday. Guide will be available at the West 
entrance to the GRACE Center by 7:00am Good Friday morning. 

Easter, April 4 - Sunrise service 7:00am at the chapel at Camp 
Dittmer. Sit on a bench, bring a chair or plan to stand. 

Easter Worship 9:30 in-person and livestreamed. 



 

 

Dear Friends, 

The first quarter of 2021 presented a number of staffing challenges. 

John Bouwens stepped down from his position as Church 

Administrator/Financial Secretary, due to his wife Laura’s illness. The 

SPR Team had worked diligently to revise all of the job descriptions to 

accommodate John taking over as Church Treasurer from Roger Cullen. 

However, that transition never took place due to John’s caring for his 

wife. 

We began a search to replace John and Roger.  Jean Hamilton has taken 

over the production of the Church Newsletter for the time being. As of 

March 15, Barbara Middlebrook accepted the position of Treasurer. 

Barbara works for the Town of Phelps. Her skills are extensive and her 

duties include bookkeeping, payroll, human resources, office, highway 

department, and water department.  Welcome Barbara! 

We are still in need of a Church Secretary. If anyone has a suggestion of 

a person to fill this position, please forward their name to me. 

Also, Stefanie Fellows will be stepping down as Christian Education 

Coordinator at the end of May to pursue a career in Social Work. She 

has some promising leads which would require a move out of the area. 

Keep Stefanie in prayer as she discerns which position God is calling her 

to. We will honor and celebrate Stef in May, when she graduates with 

her Master of Social Work.                                                                                    

So, we are in need of a person to fill Christian Education Coordinator 

and VBS Coordinator. Again, if anyone has a suggestion of a person to 

fill this position, please forward their name to me. 

God is good and will provide! Stay hopeful – I am! 

Easter Blessings to All,   

Gail Conners 



 

    The Choir Corner 

 

Thank you all for your support of our church choir.  We love to sing to you and to 

the Lord, and you express your appreciation for being sung to with applause – 

which we appreciate and direct on to God for the gifts and goodness He gives 

us.  Let the Lord be glorified! 

The choir will be presenting a cantata during the Good Friday service entitled 

“Song of the Shadows” by Joseph and Pamela Martin.  To quote and summarize 

from the Performance Notes, “The work is intended as a service of darkness. … 

Begin the service with a dimly lit sanctuary, …seven medium-sized candles, and 

a larger Christ candle, all lit, in full view of the congregation.”  We will also be 

using seven spotlights on our suspended cross, creating seven shadows of the 

cross on the wall above the altar table.  As each song is sung, a candle and a 

spotlight will be extinguished, increasing the darkness in the sanctuary.  This 

represents the increasing spiritual darkness that occurred during the events of 

the week leading up to Easter Morning. 

The songs and the shadows lead us through the events of the week: Jesus’ entry 

as King into Jerusalem; the prediction of betrayal; the institution of the sacrament 

of communion; the act of betrayal; the trial in Pilate’s Court; the Atonement; and 

finally, the Crucifixion. 

That is where the cantata and the service ends – in darkness and silence.  We 

pray you will be moved in your spirit as we experience what we can of the price 

Christ paid for our redemption and the love God has for us (you) expressed in 

His death for our sin. 

But, that is not where the story ends!  Resurrection and Easter in three days!  

We will be celebrating with you on Easter Sunday with Easter music and Easter 

anthems and then throughout the month of April with more Easter anthems.  

(There is too much good Easter music to limit ourselves to one Sunday!) 

Please join us for as many of the Holy Week services as you can, and 

particularly for this special presentation of “Song of the Shadows” on April 2nd 

at 7:00 pm. 

Grace and Peace,  David Hamilton 



Who I Am In God 

 

I am an overcomer—because You have overcome. 

I am victorious—because of Your resurrection victory. 

I am Your child—because You have adopted me. 

I am free from sin—because Your blood has redeemed me. 

I am forgiven—because You have washed me clean. 

I am healed—because of Your wounds. 

I am justified—through faith in You. 

I am revived—through the water of Your Word. 

I am wonderfully made—because Your works are wonderful. 

I am Your workmanship—designed with a purpose and destiny. 

I am at peace—because I look to You, not my circumstances. 

I am contented—because my satisfaction is in You. 

I am a new creation—because You make all things new. 

I am FREE—because Your truth sets me FREE! 

 

Written by M.S. Lowndes 

 

+   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   + 
 
Safe Sanctuaries and Sexual Harassment 

In the wake of the sexual harassment allegations plaguing our state, we are 

pleased to announce that the Church’s Safe Sanctuary Policy and Sexual 

Harassment Policy have been revised.  

The female contact is Sharon Ranger and the male contact is Walter Crum. 

Please reach out to either of them if you have a concern about yourself or 

someone else. 

Sharon Ranger 315-521-2799 

Walter Crum 315-462-9749 



April 2021 Calendar of Events 

THURSDAY, APR 1 

Holy Thursday Service   7pm-8pm 

Cantata Rehearsal             8pm 

FRIDAY, APR 2 

Good Friday Stations of the Cross   All day from 7:00am 

Good Friday Cantata    7pm-8pm 

SUNDAY, APR 4 

Easter Sunrise Service at Camp Dittmer 7am-8am 

Easter Worship    9:30am-10:30am 

WEDNESDAY, APR 7    

Trustees Meeting    6:30pm-7:30pm 

THURSDAY, APR 8    

Choir Rehearsal    6:30pm-7:30pm 

SUNDAY, APR 11 

Worship     9:30am-10:30am 

TUESDAY, APR 13 

Finance Committee Meeting  6:30pm-7:30pm 

THURSDAY, APR 15 

Food Pantry Distribution   5:30pm-7pm  

Choir Rehearsal    6:30pm-7:30pm 

SUNDAY, APR 18 

Worship     9:30am-10:30am 

Sunday Funday    3:00pm-4:30pm 

MONDAY, APR 19 

Council on Ministries   6:30pm-7:30pm 

THURSDAY, APR 22 

Choir Rehearsal    6:30pm-7:30pm 

SUNDAY, APR 25 

Worship     9:30am-10:30am 

THURSDAY, APR 29 

Choir Rehearsal    6:30pm-7:30pm 

 

https://csumc.churchcenter.com/calendar/event/78616819
https://csumc.churchcenter.com/calendar/event/74455455
https://csumc.churchcenter.com/calendar/event/78075200
https://csumc.churchcenter.com/calendar/event/78075757
https://csumc.churchcenter.com/calendar/event/74454995
https://csumc.churchcenter.com/calendar/event/74455341
https://csumc.churchcenter.com/calendar/event/74454996
https://csumc.churchcenter.com/calendar/event/74455846
https://csumc.churchcenter.com/calendar/event/74456057
https://csumc.churchcenter.com/calendar/event/74455342
https://csumc.churchcenter.com/calendar/event/74454997
https://csumc.churchcenter.com/calendar/event/74456431
https://csumc.churchcenter.com/calendar/event/74456033
https://csumc.churchcenter.com/calendar/event/74455343
https://csumc.churchcenter.com/calendar/event/78076196
https://csumc.churchcenter.com/calendar/event/74455344


Have a Question?  Here’s who to contact! 
 

Pastor Parish Administrator 
     Rev. Brian Fellows    TBD 
    (315) 462-2274 church     (315) 462-2274 
    pastorbrianfellows@gmail.com     csumcsecretary@gmail.com 
  

Council on Ministries Missions 
    Dan McIntyre     Sandy McIntrye 
    (315) 521-3373     (315) 521-2201 
    danandsandy@hotmail.com     danandsandy@hotmail.com 
  

Trustees Finance 
    John Mueller     Laura DeCracker 
    (315) 462-6194     (315) 945-0799 
    johnmuellerwbf@gmail.com      ldecracker@outlook.com 
  

Christian Education and Youth Worship 
    Stefanie Fellows     Melissa Lenhart 
    (315) 462-2274     (315) 521-9227 
     christianedscumc@gmail.com     malenhart@rochester.rr.com 
  

United Methodist Women Music Ministry 
   TBD      David Hamilton 
   Call church office for info     607-749-9704 
   (315) 462-2274     dhhamilton@live.com 
  

Food Ministry Ushers 
    Dan & Sandy McIntyre     Steve Strub 
    (315) 521-3373, (315) 521-2201     (585) 208-6447 
    danandsandy@hotmail.com     steve.strub@wegmans.com 
  

Funeral Receptions SPRC 
    Cherry McIntyre/Sharon Ranger     Gail Conners 
    (585) 526-5811-(315) 462-9221     (585) 746-2922 
prmac3@aol.com    cookin1231@gmail.com      gailaconners@gmail.com 
  

Prayer Chain Visitation Team Ministry 
    Online – Ann Chatfield     Gail Conners 
    achatfie@rochester.rr.com     (585) 746-2922 
    Phone – Lynda Schwab     gailaconners@gmail.com 
    (315) 548-0548  
  
Treasurer Historian 

    Barbara Middlebrook     Jim Conners 

         (315) 462-9237 
    csumctreasurer@gmail.com     jconners@rochester.rr.com 

 

 

mailto:pastorbrianfellows@gmail.com
mailto:csumcsecretary@gmail.com
mailto:danandsandy@hotmail.com
mailto:danandsandy@hotmail.com
mailto:johnmuellerwbf@gmail.com
mailto:ldecracker@outlook.com
mailto:christianedscumc@gmail.com
mailto:malenhart@rochester.rr.com
mailto:dhhamilton@live.com
mailto:danandsandy@hotmail.com
mailto:steve.strub@wegmans.com
mailto:prmac3@aol.com
mailto:cookin1231@gmail.com
mailto:gailaconners@gmail.com
mailto:gailaconners@gmail.com
mailto:achatfie@rochester.rr.com
mailto:gailaconners@gmail.com
mailto:csumctreasurer@gmail.com
mailto:jconners@rochester.rr.com
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