
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                
                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October Newsletter 

Clifton Springs United Methodist Church 

A Loving Church for a Living Lord! 
Rev. Brian Fellows - Pastor 

Mail: 1 East Main Street, Clifton Springs, NY  14432 

315-462-2274 church office and study       585-739-8431 cell 

E-MAIL:  pastorbrianfellows@gmail.com 

Church E-MAIL:   csumcsecretary@gmail.com 

Loving. 
Learning. 

Leading. 
Join us to learn how… 



 

 

 

  October 2020 Edition 
 

 

Over the past year I have been taking part 

in a Conference sponsored leadership 

initiative. Learning Loving and Leading 

have been purposefully included in many 

of the meetings and ministries of our 

church because of what I have been 

learning. The training also is leading to a  

standardization of language as communication through all that 

we do as leadership teams. It is my hope, and the hope of 

Conference Leadership that the standardization will help 

communication in churches, between churches and lead to 

smoother transitions between pastors.  
 

This is not change for the sake of change. This is meaningful 

transition so that we can better serve God and our neighbors in 

the places we are called to serve. When change occurs, it can be 

confusing and uncomfortable. I have learned much about how 

to communicate during this class and I am working to better 

communicate with you. I hope that you will start to see the 

changes and see a difference in our Faith Community because 

of the changes. I hope we grow in both the number of people 

involved in our Faith Community and in the depth of our 

relationship with Christ. 
 

If you find that you feel you don’t know what I am trying to 

communicate or don’t understand why something is different 

as we move into something new, I hope you will ask questions 

and give me the opportunity to share my excitement and vision 

for our Faith Community. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Brian 

    
        



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings from Christian Education! It’s the time of year again where 

we get ready for Sunday school to begin. Due to COVID-19, we have 

decided not to have Sunday school as we typically do. Instead, we 

will be holding two different monthly events.  

 
The first will be our Sunday Funday! This program is for ages 2-12 

and will take place 3-5 pm on the 3rd Sunday of each month. Think of 

this as a mini-VBS of sorts. There will be a new theme every month 

with a bible lesson, crafts, and games, just to name a few things!  
The second event is our teen night! This will be 6-7:30 pm on 10/4, 

11/1, 12/6. This event will include videos, snacks, games, and more! 

Each month we will dive deeper into the role God plays in our life, 

the way lessons from the Bible fit into our modern world, and how we 

can be active participants in our communities.  

 
Towards the end of 2020, we will re-evaluate to determine if we will 

continue with these monthly events or return to weekly Sunday 

school. We hope you will find time in your busy schedules to join us 

for these adventures this year. As always if you are interested in 

volunteering or have any questions email Stefanie Fellows at 

csumceducation@gmail.com 
 

 

 

+   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   + 
 

 
Your connection to Sunday services 

online are on the CSUMC website.  

Starting immediately, we will be 

changing back to YouTube for online 

services.  Check out the link for the 

YouTube channel on the website. 
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Operation Christmas Child 

Collection week is Nov 16-23 
 

Now is the time to collect items if you have not already started.  

School supplies are on sale now.  Boxes available in October. 

Stefanie will be filling boxes from extra supplies with her Sunday 

school classes the beginning of end of October or beginning of 

November so please bring in supplies for them again.   

Ideas: 

“Wow” item  

• Soccer ball with pump 

• Doll 

• Stuffed animal 

• Shoes 

Toys: 

• Toy cars 

• Jump ropes 

• Yo-yos 

• Toys that light up and make noise (with extra batteries) 

Non-liquid hygiene items 

• Toothbrushes 

• Bar soap 

• Washcloths 

• Combs 

School supplies 

• Pens, pencils, sharpeners, crayons, and markers 

• Notebooks and paper 

• Coloring and picture books 

• Solar calculators 

Accessories 

• Socks 

• Sunglasses 

• Jewelry and watches 

• Flashlights (with extra batteries) 

DON’T FORGET THE $9.00 

TO COVER SHIPPING 
 

Questions: Lorrie Spence 
 

585-705-9854 
 

Thank you all! 

 



 

Help Needed 
 

 

Calling all ladies (or gentlemen) who can help with making 

pies.  The day is November 20th.  If you can help, please 

contact Sharon Ranger ASAP and let her know you are 

available.  We need crust rollers, apple peelers, fillers and 

those who can stay and clean up.  Sharon can be reached at 

church or 315-521-2799   We will only do this fund raiser if 

we have enough workers signed up.  Thank you. 

Lorrie  
 

+   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   + 
 

 

Donations can be made 
directly from the website 
through our secure online 
donation software.  Please 
consider making your  
donation online. 

 

 

+   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   + 

 

We could use some help! If you have a 

couple of hours a month we could use 

some help with keeping area Blessing 

Boxes supplied and also prepacking 

boxes and bags here at the church.  If  

you can’t volunteer, we are starting to have some holes in our 

supplies. Fruit cups and apple sauce are two items we could use 

some help with.    
       

Contact Dan or Sandy:315-521-2201 or 315-521-3373 



+   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   + 
 

 

GOOD MORNING CHURCH! 

For everyone that may not know me, I’m Laura 

DeCracker, besides selling chicken bbq ticket, and 

asking for donations for the Mexican mission trip,  I’m 

actually the Chairman of the Finance committee here 

at Clifton Springs United Methodist church. 

As a member of the finance team, I’m here today to 

talk to you about the church’s annual pledge drive.  

Given the current COVID pandemic we are here a little 

later this year. We have decided to change the pledge 

year to be January to December, to agree with the 

calendar year.  We are going to have to try different 

ways to reach our congregation this year as well.  We 

have asked members of our church in the next few 

weeks to share ways our church is spreading the word 

and the love of God to our not only our church but our 

local community.   Maybe talk about what this church  

as meant to them and their family over the years.  This sharing will 

also be shared to our church member watching remotely from home 

as well as a written version sent to those without the ability to watch 

attend church or watch online.  

In a month or so we will be handing out pledge forms for 2021 

calendar year, not only in church but also mailing some out to our 

members who either watch services online from home, or receiving 

the weekly messages via a transcript.  We are hoping the change in 

the pledge year, to make actually make it agree with the calendar year 

will make it easier to understand our annual giving statement we 

provide to all giver at the end of the year.   

Speaking of statements, John our church secretary actually sent out 

statements about a month ago, but it doesn’t appear many of them 

were actually delivered.  He is checking with the post office. 

I’m sorry we are not going to be holding a brunch this year as we 

have in previous year.  Hopefully we will be able to have one again in 

the future.   I know as a Methodist we are kind of known for our dish 

to pass dinners, and I don’t know about you but I miss them this year. 



Regarding the Finances for the church. 

Our church has actually been doing pretty well financially during this 

pandemic.  We have had very faithful members who continued to 

contribute even in the times we were not able to have weekly services.  

Many people have also been very generous to our food pantry, which 

has allowed us to increased food distributions, servicing an increased 

numbers of families. 

As I have been coming to this church over the last 10 years, I have 

been amazed by the generosity of its members.  When I started to go 

on the mission trips to Mexico, this church was always very generous 

when I asked for supplies and gifts to help with the bible classes and 

gifts for the children and families in Mexico.  I have also been happy 

with the church allowing the Mexican congregations to hold mission 

trip fund raising dinners here in our Grace center.  With last year’s 

being an amazing success.  For those who may not know, funds raised 

at these dinners helped build churches Mexico.  Unfortunately, this 

year’s mission trip is canceled, as there are just too many cases in 

Mexico, and I’m not too sure the Mexican government really want US 

citizens coming into their country at this time.   But please pray for 

the Mexican churches these mission trips have supported as they too 

are dealing with this COVID pandemic. 

I know these are scary times, and we don’t know what the future will 

be.  But we need to remember God is in Control,  

Isaiah 41:10 

So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your 

God.  I will strengthen you and help you, I will uphold you with my 

righteous right hand. 

Thank you. 

Laura DeCracker 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

October 1 Randy Waite, Emma Curran 

October 4 Molly Mueller, Jo Gifford 

October 5 Jane Arnold, George Payne 

October 6 Jeff Lisner 

October 7 Lois Briggs 

October 8 Jeannine Staples 

October 9 Jim King 

October 10 Jennifer Goodman, Heather Lawrence, Krista Nealey, 

Emma Jacobson 

October 11 Austin White, Paul Conklin 

October 12 Val Allen 

October 14 David Bump, Brian Peisher, Charlie Beshara 

October 15 Coby Maslyn, Heather Wertz 

October 17 Barb Young, Rich Lenhart 

October 18 Katelyn Wilkes 

October 21 Kathy Blackburn 

October 22 Jennifer White, Rachel Maslyn, Elinor Abplanalp 

October 24 Brian Fellows 

October 25 Emily Strub, Allison Garver 

October 28 Chad Avery, Leigh Smith, Allison Nudd 

October 29 Patrice Shultes 

October 30 Nicole Rossi 

October 31 Scott Upchurch 

 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 

October 6  Mark & Debbie Herry 

October 8 Jackie & Gordon MacCammon 

October 9 Janelle & Travis Yates 

October 10 Bill & Pat Gordner 

October 11 Steve & Donna Phillips 

October 14 Casey & Missy Spence 

October 16 Scott & Sara Upchurch 

October 17 Julie and Randy Waite 

October 20 John & Pam Severson 

Pat & Bill Smith 

Rick & Terri DeHond 

October 23 Jon & Barb Barkley 

October 25 Henry & Sharon Ranger 

October 28 Carrie & Jason Lannon 



Have a Question?  Here’s who to contact! 
 

Pastor Parish Administrator 

     Rev. Brian Fellows     John Bouwens 

    (315) 462-2274 church     (315) 462-2274 

    pastorbrianfellows@gmail.com     csumcsecretary@gmail.com 
  

Council on Ministries Missions 

    Dan McIntyre     Sandy McIntrye 

    (315) 521-3373     (315) 521-2201 

    danandsandy@hotmail.com     danandsandy@hotmail.com 
  

Trustees Finance 

    John Mueller     Laura DeCracker 

    (315) 462-6194     (315) 945-0799 

    johnmuellerwbf@gmail.com      ldecracker@outlook.com 
  

Christian Education and Youth Worship 

    Sharon Ranger/ Stefanie Fellows     Melissa Lenhart 

   (315) 462-9221/ (315) 462-2274     (315) 521-9227 

     christianedscumc@gmail.com     malenhart@rochester.rr.com 
  

United Methodist Women Music Ministry 

    Lorrie Spence     David Hamilton 

    (315) 462-0335     607-749-9704 

    spencelorrie@gmail.com     dhhamilton@live.com 
  

Food Ministry Ushers 

    Dan & Sandy McIntyre     Steve Strub 

    (315) 521-3373, (315) 521-2201     (585) 208-6447 

    danandsandy@hotmail.com     steve.strub@wegmans.com 
  

Funeral Receptions  

    Cherry McIntyre     Sharon Ranger 

    (585) 526-5811     (315) 462-9221 

    prmac3@aol.com     cookin1231@gmail.com 
  

Prayer Chain Visitation Team Ministry 

    Online – Ann Chatfield     Gail Conners 

    achatfie@rochester.rr.com     (585) 746-2922 

    Phone – Lynda Schwab     gailaconners@gmail.com 

    (315) 548-0548  

  

Treasurer Historian 

    Roger Cullen     Jim Conners 

    (585) 398-1282     (315) 462-9237 

    cullenroger@gmail.com     jconners@rochester.rr.com 
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