
May 14th – May 21st

LIFE

Sunday Morning Services are  8:30 & 11:00  a.m.
Sunday School is at 9:45 a.m.

Please note our new e-mail address  
‘office@honesdaleumc.org’

One of my favorite “mother” stories in the Bible is the story about 
Peter’s mother in law.  Simon's mother-in-law was very ill, she had a high fever, but 
Jesus was able to cure her, to literally "raise her up."   And things went swimmingly 
after that.  

So after this seemingly life-threatening illness and a miracle cure, 
what does this mother do next?   She makes dinner for all of them, of course.    Not 
more than 10 minutes after being raised from her death bed this mother starts to 
work without a word.   Apparently a mom’s work is never done, even if she were 
just on her death bed.   I can imagine all the women reading this right now shaking 
their heads in affirmation. 

Now, a feminist interpretation of this story would have us feel sorry 
for this mother in law and the hard work she had to do living in a patriarchal 
society.  But my assumption is that there is something deeper and more profound 
going on here.  Call it an act of love or a motherly response, but I figure many 
mothers would do what this mother in law did in this scripture.   

Our boys are now at the ages where they are having friends over from 
school which is often a joy.  When this happens I usually continue on my day as 
though nothing else has changed in the house.  Karyn, however, makes sure that 
our boys (and their friends) are well fed, appropriately hydrated, lathered with 
sunscreen or bugspray, and is always there with band-aids at the ready.   And 
rather than seeing it as work, I think she rather enjoys it. 

When Simon's mother-in-law recovered, she must have been 
enormously grateful to have been given more days to live. But what she chose to 
do in that moment was something very ordinary. She cooked a meal for her son 
and his friends. Because maybe the biggest satisfaction in life are the small 
moments when you cherish the simple things, like seeing your children with their 
friends, and doing your part to make it a life giving experience.    Thank you to all 
moms  (and mother figures) who demonstrate their love in large, and small ways. 

See you in church
+Rob Mark 1: 29-31

Directly on leaving the meeting place, they came to Simon and Andrew’s house, 

accompanied by James and John. Simon’s mother-in-law was sick in bed, burning up 

with fever. They told Jesus. He went to her, took her hand, and raised her up. No 

sooner had the fever left than she was up fixing dinner for them.



HAPPENING THIS WEEK:
Sunday, May 14th: 

9:45 Sunday School
11:00 Mother’s Day Service

Monday, May 15th:
12:00 Be Still

Wednesday, May 17th:
3:45 King’s Ringers
6:45 Chancel Choir 

Thursday, May 18th:
4:00 Emmanuel’s Angels
7:00 Wesley Ringers

Sunday, May 21st:
8:30 Informal Service
9:45 Sunday School
11:00 Traditional Service

In your prayers, please remember:
John Ryan, Alberta Robbins, Sue Sadak, 

Heather Sadak, Missy Robbins, Heidi 
Walther, Carolyn Magalski, Marion Long, 

Doris Newenhouse Fritz, The Family of Don 
Newenhouse, The Family of May Figura, Bill 
Jenkins, Evelyn Smith, Donald Van Gorder, 
Peter & Nancy Wilken, Lois Garrett, Drake 

Evans, Pat Seipp, Dorothy Gauch, Alvira
Risner, Sandy Jones, Marquita Maker, 

Macey Hessling, Carolyn Zipperlen, Sue 
Loring, Glenn Lee, Reese Burdette, 
military personnel, & our shut-ins.

Please contact the church office with any 
updates to this list & be sure to let us know 

if a loved one is in the hospital.

Noisy Change
Last week, the 
Noisy Change 
collection was 
$165.98. This 
benefits our 
Mission work, 
towards High 
Power Soccer 
this month.

Habitat for Humanity Lunches
The Habitat for Humanity crew is still 
looking for people to provide lunches for 
their helpful handy-workers. 
At 11:30 a.m., they’re looking to cover 
Thursdays in July, and Thursdays & Fridays in 
August especially. 
Please call Lena Warren at 470-4123, or 
Penny in the church office at 253-3291 if 
you’re willing to help. Thank you!

Website Calendar 
If anyone has any calendar updates, 
schedules, group details,  group formations, 
or events, please call the office and update 
Penny to ensure and maintain the accuracy 
of the website calendar.  570-253-3291 

Italian Dinner Night

The CUMC Mission Team is hosting 
their annual Italian Dinner Night on 
Saturday, June 3rd this year. Save the 
date – there’ll be too much 
deliciousness to miss!

The Preschool would like to thank everyone who 
donated baked goods for their sale last week. 


