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3 Options for Responding
to a Changing Culture
In the first century, a majority of
Christians lived in the Roman Empire, which
was led by a succession of dictators, some of
whom were so narcissistic that they believed
they were divine. Meanwhile, the superstition
of other religions inside the empire was
unbelievable.
The ethics and
values that Christians held contrasted starkly
to those of the Greco-Roman world. This
frequently led to misunderstanding, slander,
persecution, exile, and death for Christians.
Now,
what was it you posted on social media that
you thought was an outrage?
There’s no comparison between society
for first-century Christians, societies in the
Old Testament era, and our American
society. The closest similarity in today’s world
might be the society of some countries in the
Middle East and the cultural norms Christians
have to struggle through.
Yet when Jesus, Peter, and
Paul interacted with people far from God,
they didn’t get mad at them. They had strong
biblical beliefs and strong friendships with
various people, even those far from God. All
I’m suggesting is that we can and should do
the same.
Even
though the concerns in our society may not
be as new or extreme as we have been
assuming, they are present. God put us here
in this generation and expects us to
represent him faithfully wherever we are.
So, what should we do with
our anxieties regarding the future? How
should we approach a society that frequently
changes in ways we don’t appreciate?
Option A: Aggressively Fight a Broken
Society Just so you know, I completely
understand that we all have different views
when it comes to the intersection of
Christianity and the trends of society. For
instance, some of us feel as though we are in
a battle with society because of our faith and,
as such, need to stand up for what’s right.
We reason that if we don’t speak up, who
will?
If that describes your attitude, let me say
that I can relate. As a matter of fact, within
the pages of my book,
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God of Tomorrow, you’ll find a lot of
support for the concept of boldness. I would
even go so far as to say that if we are
Christians, we have no choice but to speak
up boldly against the wrongs we see.
If you think about it, that’s probably why
Jesus called us to be salt and light
(Matthew 5:13–16). The Bible is filled with
examples of God sending his people to not
only speak firmly but also stand in opposition
to the wrong and injustice in the world.
Yet while many Christians have taken
brave stands against the marginalization of
people, harmful social programs, and the
like, there are also examples of Christians
who, in their efforts to stand up for truth, have
actually hurt society. They’ve at least been
perceived as being too aggressive (some
are) and lacking empathy for those with
opposing views (many do).
Anytime
we find ourselves despising or putting down
a community, it really means that we have a
problem with people, because communities
are made up of people.
Whether you disagree with and disdain
the NRA Second Amendment rights crowd,
the scholarly academic crowd, Muslims in
your city, Hollywood, the GOP or the DNC,
the corporation your spouse works for, illegal
immigrants, conservative Christians, citizens
of a certain country, the millennial
generation, or any other community, any
hateful feelings you may have toward these
people are opposite of the feelings God has
for
them.
Combativeness
without
compassion is always going to be
counterproductive.
Option B: Surrender and Fully Hop On
Board with Society
In contrast to the combative Christians,
some of us are jaded from adverse attitudes
of other people, so we decide that it’s better
never to bring up controversial social issues.
It might be that you’ve seen your fair
share of people turned off by the church
because of how Christians have treated
them, so you’ve committed to acting
differently. You identify with verses that talk
about God’s love and you emphasize those
verses without mentioning any of the ones
that conflict with society’s values.
It’s not that you don’t love God and the
Bible, but more than likely you’ve concluded
that you’ll make a greater impression by
staying silent on lightning-rod issues. Along
those same lines, someone you love might
have adopted a belief that was more aligned
with a popular trend in society than with
God’s words.
For you, it’s been easier to support
society’s “latest and greatest” than to do
anything else. If so, I definitely get where
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you’re coming from (I find myself
there sometimes), but that just isn’t a
beneficial approach. Silence about people’s
mistakes in the face of their pain doesn’t help
them—it hurts them.
Basing our values on our favorite
celebrity, political leader, author, good friend,
or simply the opinion of the majority in the
moment assures disappointment. What do
we do when society changes again or the
person we admire shifts his or her opinion
and differs with us on an important issue?
Aligning our views with society’s latest
slant results in the constant shifting of our
views. Because society is always in flux and
its values are always changing, it’s
impossible to have a consistent worldview
when we’re eager to go along with society.
We should never change our orthodox beliefs
to line up with a culture that is constantly
changing.
Those who measure their convictions
against an ever-shifting society will always be
adjusting their beliefs. Very rarely does
society remain in one place. As you can see,
this approach holds many many problems.
We need another way.
Option C: Invest in Society with Empathy
and Conviction
As
opposed
to
words
such
as fight and surrender, the word invest paints
a picture of people giving of themselves to
improve the world around them. It means that
you and I don’t just write blogs or talk boldly
about cultural problems; we sacrifice and
invest in the lives of others in society.
For me, invest is another way of saying
the word engage. Engagement encompasses
learning about a certain context or group of
people to better understand them. I believe
we should invest in and engage people
around us; we should be the first ones to
initiate a relationship and not wait on others.
Developing relationships with people not
like us or people who might intimidate us is
so necessary. Our differences with people
should drive us to them, not from them. I
believe it’s the option that makes the most
sense.
Our differences with people should drive
us to them, not from them. When we’re afraid
of what tomorrow holds for society and
respond by fighting against people,
surrendering to misguided ideas, or simply
showing indifference to growing causes
around the world, we’re choosing to mistreat
and devalue others.
Not only is dismissing people never a
valid option, but it isn’t pleasing to God. Don’t
go in that direction. Make the better choice.
By Caleb Kaltenbach

USHERS FOR JUNE
JOSHUA DULEK, JARON HOPKINS,
BRAD ADCOCK, & T. E. AMOS

Potluck Luncheon
celebrating our
Seniors.
Bryce Harris
Kylee Shawn
Miguel Luera
Sunday, June 3,
following AM services

JLBC Hospital Ministry—
Rathgeber House Report
Thank you, Ladies IV, for serving
the meal. Prayers were asked for
Ed Wheeler who has double
pneumonia and Barbara who lost
her daughter. How comforting it is
for these guests to know prayers
are being said for them.

The Church Council Meeting was
held on May 20th.
Discussion
included
reaching
the
next
generation, ideas on how to meet
peoples’ needs in order to provide
value, team leader responsibilities,
our fiscal year remains October
through September, & no evening
services from July 8 through August.

Wanted to thank you all for the
canned goods that we collected
for Grace Ministries for the
month of April—May 5th. Our
total was 137 pounds. Thank
you so much, Local Missions,
Steve & Ida
Also, our Tuesday Ladies Group
that meets for prayer and making blankets for Hospice has
made 37 blankets this year.
Thank you to all that have
helped us achieve this.

June 9, 2-4 PM
JLBC Fellowship Hall
Book signing by
Dr. Clay A. Kahler
Sunday, June 10
10:30—11 AM &
Following AM services.
All proceeds will be
donated to JLBC Youth
Group.

Sunday, June 17th, 8:00 am

“Shipwrecked”
Vacation Bible
School
Kick-off & Registration June 24,
2018 5:30pm-6:30pm Classes
June 25-29, 2018 5:15pm-8pm
VBS T-Shirts are
available for order.
They are $10 each.
Contact Jennifer
Naas to place your
order. The deadline
is June 6th.

Team Kids will be attending Kids
Camp at Camp Chaparral July 25-28.
The cost is $160 per child. Full
payment due by June 24th. To make
a payment or to sponsor a child to
go to camp, please contact Jennifer
Naas.

—————————
PASTOR & DEACONS

JLBC Team Kids will host a
lemonade stand on July 16 from 1012 in the JLBC Parking Lot. All
proceeds will support Team Kids
Kids’ Camp.

Please feel free to call any of
us at any time.
Mark Simons
569-3534
Rick Griffin
569-4460
Bill Lindenborn
569-3559
Marvin Maherg
569-4702
Robert Ritter
569-4084
MARK SIMONS – PASTOR
jlbcburk@gmail.com
www.jlbcburk.com
Office hours: 8:30 AM – 3:30 PM
Monday – Thursday
Located on Kramer Rd across
from Burkburnett High School
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Sun

3

Mon

4

Tue

8

6

11

12

13

7

Fri

Sat

1

2

8

9

ICE CREAM
SOCIAL
2-4 PM

7:30 PM

14

15

18

19

20

16

TEAM KIDS
LEMONADE
STAND
10 AM— 12 PM

PRAYER 5:00 PM
MEAL 5:30 PM
WORSHIP
6:00 PM

DR. CLAY KAHLER
BOOK SIGNING
10:30 AM

17

Thu

PRAYER 5:00 PM
MEAL 5:30 PM
WORSHIP
6:00 PM

BISD SENIOR
POTLUCK
12:00 PM
JLBC
10

Wed

21

22

23

29

30

NEWSLETTER
ARTICLES DUE

LADIES I
6:00 PM

BROTHERHOOD
BREAKFAST
8 AM

24

VACATION BIBLE
SCHOOL KICK-OFF
5:30PM

25

VBS
MEAL 5:15PM
CLASS 5:45PM

26

VBS
MEAL 5:15PM
CLASS 5:45PM

PRAYER 5:00 PM
MEAL 5:30 PM
WORSHIP
6:00 PM

27

VBS
MEAL 5:15PM
CLASS 5:45PM

28

VBS
MEAL 5:15PM
CLASS 5:45PM

VBS
MEAL 5:15PM
CLASS 5:45PM
FAMILY NIGHT
7:15PM

June 2018
Deacon of the Week

MAY 2018
Sunday School Attendance Record
May 6

43

May 13

71

May 20

54

May 27

62

June 4—10

Marvin Maherg

June 11—17

Robert Ritter

June 18—24

Rick Griffin

June 25—July 1

Bill Lindenborn

Average Attendance: 58
Average based on 4 Sundays

Prayer Chain
MAY 2018
Financial Report
Tithes

$11,637.00

Designated

$ 1,803.91

Total

$13,440.91

Estimated monthly budget needs for
2017-2018: $14,562.12

If you have an e-mail address and desire to be on
the prayer chain, please call the church office with
your email information.
Questions? Call Jennifer @ 569-1211
We’re on the web!
www.jlbcburk.com

Jan Lee Baptist Church
SUNDAY SCHOOL
MORNING SERVICE
ADULT CHOIR PRACTICE

9:30 AM
11:00 AM
5:00 PM

MIDWEEK RENEWAL SERVICE
PRAYER
MEAL
ADULT BIBLE STUDY
YOUTH FELLOWSHIP

Jan Lee Baptist Church
1004 Jan Lee Drive
Burkburnett, TX 76354
Mark Simons, Pastor
Jennifer Naas, Ministry Assistant
Email: jlbcburk@gmail.com
Website: www.jlbcburk.com

5:00 PM
5:30 PM
6:00 PM
6:00 PM

